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A Transition Year
Having joined the faculty here in 1965, I have experienced the unique pleasure of serving Appalachian during the 

tenure of every president and chancellor except B.B. Dougherty, the institution’s founder. 

During those thirty-eight years, I have observed several qualities common to each of these educational leaders. 
Certainly they all worked tirelessly to advance the mission of Appalachian and remained ever mindful that student 
learning and the development of effective citizens must always be central to the university’s purpose. 

At the same time, each of Appalachian’s leaders sought to accomplish certain priorities appropriate to the needs and 
the opportunities at hand. Collectively, their dedication and individual efforts have both nurtured and shaped the special 
learning environment that embodies Appalachian State University.

Certainly those will be many of the attributes that the chancellor search committee, appointed in late July by the 
Board of Trustees, will seek in potential candidates to serve as Appalachian’s sixth chancellor. (See page 14.)  As part of 
this process, the committee will collect ideas and suggestions from faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends regarding 
the search as well as the characteristics that the next chancellor should exemplify.

During this transition, my overriding objective as interim chancellor will be to sustain the momentum that Appalachian 
has achieved in recent years, while keeping the lines of communication with the university’s varied constituents open. We 
anticipate reactivating the search for a new provost this fall and to develop a short list of candidates in time to involve the 
new chancellor in the fi nal decision. Our goal would be to have Appalachian’s new chief executive offi cer and new chief 
academic offi cer in place by July 2004.

Someone recently quipped that “a theatrical troupe must be running Appalachian with so many ‘actors’ currently in 
place.” Given the number of Appalachian administrators serving today in “acting” positions (see page 15), I can almost 
understand the basis for such a remark. Yet, I am genuinely pleased with both the broad experience and capabilities of 
our people, which I believe have prepared them well to step into such transitional roles.

Although our students have continued to fare somewhat better than most students at public universities in other 
states, I am concerned about this fall’s 5 percent tuition increase and the rising cost of public higher education in 
general. Clearly, students and their parents are bearing an increasing portion of the cost to attend Appalachian, as 
tuition increases and Appalachian’s state appropriation is reduced for the third consecutive year. Despite such cuts, we 

continue to focus on providing the quality education for which 
Appalachian has become noted.

Looking ahead to Appalachian’s 104th academic year, the 
freshman class will be one of the best and brightest ever. With 
approximately 13,000 on-campus students and numerous 
construction projects under way including the new library and 
information commons, we anticipate another exciting year. I 
encourage you to join us September 4 for Fall Convocation, 
featuring author Barbara Ehrenreich, and October 3-4 for 
Homecoming activities that will include a celebration of seventy-
fi ve years of Mountaineer football.

 My colleagues and I appreciate everything Appalachian’s 
friends and alumni do on behalf of the university and our 
students, and we hope to see you on campus soon.

Sincerely,

Harvey R. Durham
Interim Chancellor

CHANCELLOR’S COLUMN

Sincerely,
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New Foundation Board 
Member Named

Brenda Latham-Sadler, 
M.D., of Winston-Salem 
has joined the Appala-
chian State University 
Foundation Board of Di-
rectors. She is assistant 
dean for student services 
and director of minority 
programs at Wake Forest 

University School of Medicine. She is also 
an assistant professor of family medicine 
at the medical school. A graduate of Pace 
University, she received her medical de-
gree from Wake Forest in 1982. 

The Appalachian State University 
Foundation helps create the best possible 
learning environment for students. In the 
past ten years, it has provided more than 
$50 million in scholarship and academic 
program support.

Appalachian’s Department of Sociol-
ogy and Social Work received a $620,000 
grant from the Corporation for National 
and Community Service to assume spon-
sorship of two programs serving the el-
derly and children with special needs.

The Foster Grandparent Program, 
begun in 1980, and the Senior Compan-
ion Program, begun in 1988, had served 
clients in Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Watauga 
and Wilkes counties under the auspices 
of New River Behavioral HealthCare. Re-
form of the state’s mental health system 
means New River can no longer operate 
programs not directly related to their 
core services.

“After discussions with New River Be-
havioral HealthCare, we decided to spon-
sor the program because of the service 
it provides to children and elderly in the 
region and the opportunities it offers our 
department in terms of faculty and stu-
dent research, and internship opportuni-
ties for our graduate and undergraduate 
students,” said Department Chairman 
Lorin A. Baumhover.

The Appalachian Foster Grandparent 
Program provides low- and middle-in-
come volunteers age sixty and above the 
opportunity to provide support services 
to children from infants to teenagers who 
have special emotional, social, or educa-
tional needs. 

About a hundred volunteers serve 
four hundred children in elementary and 
middle schools, day care, and Head Start 
centers. Benefi ts to children include im-
proved self-esteem, social development, 

and academic skills, says Volunteer Ser-
vices Director Wanda Brooks.

Appalachian Senior Companion Pro-
gram volunteers, also age sixty and older, 
do simple chores, provide transportation 
to medical appointments and offer social 
contact for homebound and nursing 
home patients. Fifty-six volunteers served 
187 clients in the fi rst half of 2003.

–Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

Construction Begins 
on New Library

State, university, and local offi cials 
broke ground April 9 for Appalachian’s 
new library and information commons, 
to be completed by 2006. The library 
is one of 280 projects across the UNC 
system funded by the $3.1 billion higher 
education bond referendum that N.C. 
voters approved in 2000.

“(The library) will physically trans-
form this university and make opportuni-
ties available for generations of students. 
It will enhance effectiveness in the 
workforce of North Carolina for decades 
to come,” said UNC President Molly Cor-
bett Broad. 

The $47.6 million library will be one 
and a half times as large as the current 
library, which opened in 1968 for a stu-
dent body less than half the size of to-
day’s enrollment. It is being constructed 
in what had been a parking lot beside 
Whitener Hall.

–Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

Peace Corps Honors 
Students and Alumni

Seventeen Appalachian seniors 
and alumni were honored this spring 
for being accepted into the Peace 
Corps for 2003. The Peace Corps also 
presented a certifi cate of appreciation to 
Appalachian in recognition of the 148 
graduates who have served 73 countries 
with Peace Corps.

Currently, nineteen alumni serve 
overseas in the Peace Corps, making 
Appalachian fourteenth in the Mid-
Atlantic Region for top-producing 
schools for Peace Corps volunteers, said 
Peace Corps Public Affairs Specialist Sara 
Johnston.

The Peace Corps is a two-year service 
commitment in which volunteers work 
in the fi elds of education, health and 
HIV/AIDS awareness and education, 

information technology, business 
development, environment and 
agriculture in a developing country.

Among the new volunteers is Heather 
L. Moeller ’03, a senior elementary edu-
cation major from Charlotte. “I defi nitely 
wanted an organization that was going to 
allow me to go to a place totally unlike 
America, totally unlike Europe or any 

place that is similar to a life that I’ve led,” 
Moeller said. “I wanted a chance to go 
live with people, be with people, not just 
a short mission trip.”

Moeller’s assignment will take her 
somewhere in Africa or Asia where she’ll 
be using her Appalachian degree to train 
teachers.

–The Appalachian newspaper

  On
Campus
  On
Campus
  On

Appalachian Today   Fall 2003

“It’s a wonderful way 
to deal with the issues 
of spirituality, loss, 
transition, and moving 
on.”

Interdisciplinary studies 
professor Pete Reichle on his 
fall class titled 9/11 and Beyond.

“You can argue whether 
Kyoto (Treaty) is the right 
solution or the fi rst step, 
but we need to be at the 
table planning solutions.”

Morgan Science Lecturer Lonnie 
Thompson, whose research 
shows massive melting of  
tropical glaciers, on the U.S. 
response to global warming.

“It is quite literally our 
inheritance and…the 
wellspring for our future.”

UNC President Molly Corbett 
Broad, on the new library and 
information commons, at its 
groundbreaking ceremony.

Jean Towers, left, listens as volunteer Doris 
Cummines reads a birthday card Towers 
received for her ninetieth birthday.

Grant Launches Appala-

chian Center at CCC&TI
A $1 million grant from the Broyhill 

Family Foundation will support an Appala-
chian State University center on the cam-
pus of Caldwell Community College and 
Technical Institute in Hudson. The $6 mil-
lion building to be constructed by Caldwell 
County will be named for Faye A. Broyhill.

Appalachian and CCC&TI have joined 
resources to expand educational oppor-
tunities in the region. The two schools 
envision a three-story, 45,000-square-foot 
facility to be located on CCC&TI’s exist-
ing tennis courts. The center will house 
Appalachian programs, including teacher 
education programs, on the third fl oor 
while CCC&TI will utilize the remaining 
two fl oors.

“The Broyhill family has long recog-
nized the value of education in terms of 
creating economic value and quality of life 
for citizens of the region,” said Interim 
Chancellor Harvey R. Durham. “With 
access to higher education vital to the 
economic development in our region, the 
Appalachian Center will become an impor-
tant factor in helping transform the local 
workforce for the demands of the evolving 
economy.”

–staff reports

Grant Supports Senior Companion Programs

Education and community leaders at the 
center’s announcement in June.

   A Grand Opening
More than fi ve hundred people attended grand opening festivities at the Turchin Center for 
the Visual Arts in May. The new facility located in downtown Boone is the largest visual arts 
center in northwestern North Carolina, East Tennessee, and Southwest Virginia. This fall’s 
exhibit in the Martin and Doris Rosen Galleries will be The Omnipotent Dream: Man Ray, 
Confl uences and Infl uences, October 3 through December 13. Turchin Center hours are 10 
A.M. to 6 P.M. on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday, and noon to 8 P.M. on Friday. 
Inset, Bob and Lillian Turchin stand outside the facility.
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During early 2003, situations in Iraq 
affected campus much as they did the 
rest of the United States. Some students 
favored war and others opposed it, while 
almost everyone just wanted troops to 
return home safely. Overall, the war 
seemed to provide unexpected learning 
opportunities.

About 150 students rallied on Sanford 
Mall in early March with signs reading 
“Peace Now,” “Thou shall not kill,” and 
“No war in Iraq.” High Country Students 
for Peace and Justice organized the 
event, desiring to mobilize their peers 
and help them become more informed.

In heated debate, the Student Govern-
ment Association passed a bill that sup-
ported U.N. Security Council 
inspections, rather than a 
U.S. invasion of Iraq. SGA 
later passed a separate bill 
supporting coalition troops. 

More than a dozen stu-
dents were called to military 
service at home or abroad. 
Senior advertising major 
Joseph Denny was among 
them. 

As a corporal in the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Denny worked in Iraq as a 
radio operator helping en-
sure front line troops received supplies.

The Summerfi eld resident returns to 
Appalachian State University this fall and 
will graduate in December. The Iraq war 
delayed his graduation, but he says that’s 
OK. “I am so proud of being able to give 
these people freedom, something which 
they would never know without the help 
of such a nation as ours,” he said.

In the classroom, world events led 
some faculty to completely revise their 
syllabi. Jay Wentworth was team teaching 
a class on war and peace in the Depart-

ment of Interdisciplinary 
Studies when the military 
action began in March. 

Students had been look-
ing at ancient war, but, “We 
shifted our focus to look at 
the causes of the present 
confl ict,” Wentworth said. 
Among their assignments, 
students analyzed and ex-

pressed their opinions about President 
George W. Bush’s ultimatum speech re-
garding Saddam Hussein.

Wentworth said his responsibility as 
professor is to help students understand 
all sides of the confl ict, to research facts, 
and have them reach their own conclu-
sions.

A general honors class called Pros-
pects for Peace in the Middle East pre-
sented students with many perspectives 
of the war—from ideologies of the Bush 
Administration to those of Near East 
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ROTC Student Wins Marshall Award
Frank Hill ’03 joined senior U.S. government offi cials 

attending a National Security Seminar in Lexington, Virginia, in 
April. While there, he received the George Marshall ROTC Award 
from the U.S. Army for being Appalachian’s most outstanding 
ROTC cadet. The award is named for Gen. George C. Marshall, 
the famed World War II military leader and Nobel Peace Prize 
recipient.

World Events Provide Interesting Lessons

peoples more concerned with food and 
shelter than their system of government.

“One of the things that has come 
through strongly in class discussions is 
the perception that U.S. foreign policy 
has not always been sensitive to what is 
going on in the Near East,” said co-in-
structor Alan Hauser, a professor in the 
Department of Philosophy and Religion. 
“We may be too focused on exporting 
ideology and our sense of rightness and 
priority without being sensitive and atten-
tive to the profi les of these people.”

Renee Scherlen, associate professor of 
political science, will have no shortage of 
material this fall for her class titled U.S. 
Foreign Policy. “Students will examine 
the wide variety of issues that the U.S. 
government deals with in the foreign 
policy arena,” she says. “They are expect-
ed to analyze how history and the policy 
process infl uence the U.S. response to 
these issues. Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine-
Israel will all be covered, as well as ele-
ments like weapons of mass destruction 
and promotion of democracy.” 

Scherlen incorporates current events 
in all her political science courses, she 
says, “to get students more interested in 
what is going on in the world around 
them.”

–staff reports

Appalachian’s Teaching and Research Farm 
digs up alternative crops for local farmers while 
teaching a new generation about tending the land.

Above, students rally on Sanford Mall. Left, professor Jay Wentworth.
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Appalachian’s Teaching and Research Farm 
digs up alternative crops for local farmers while 
teaching a new generation about tending the land.
By Linda Coutant
Editor

Tucked in the hills surrounding Valle Crucis, a charming, 
old red barn marks the entrance to Appalachian State 
University’s Teaching and Research Farm. You could call it a 
symbolic gateway from traditional agriculture to new ways of 
farming.

Two seasons after the university began leasing the hundred-
year-old pasture from Valle Crucis Conference continued on next page
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Center, the Teaching and Research Farm raises experi-
mental crops of broccoli, garlic, tomatoes, potatoes, 
strawberries, beans, chard, hazelnut trees, and more. The 
eight-acre farm produces much more than fresh fruits 
and vegetables: Area farmers are getting scientifi c data 
on how various crops grow under certain conditions, and 
students literally dirty their hands as they learn to grow 
food organically.

The farm is part of 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences’s Goodnight Family 
Sustainable Development 
Program, which emphasizes 
ways to meet the present 
generation’s needs with-
out compromising future 
generations’ ability to meet 
their needs.

The farm’s research is 
especially valuable as many 
local farmers seek economi-
cal alternatives to tobacco. 
“Farmers don’t always have 
the money to take risks or 
to conduct experiments. It’s 
not our livelihood, so it’s 
easier to experiment,” says 
Christof den Biggelaar, the farm’s director.

Den Biggelaar is tapped into local farmers and their 
needs through his role as president of the Carolina Farm 
Stewardship Association’s High Country chapter, which 
serves Ashe, Alleghany, Avery, and Watauga counties plus 
parts of Virginia. CFSA gives him opportunities to share 
data from Appalachian’s experimental crops.

An assistant professor in Appalachian’s Department 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, den Biggelaar teaches and 
practices agroecology, a concept in which farmers imitate 
a natural landscape with their crops, applying ecological 
principles to agriculture.

“We use no fertilizers, no pesticides. This approach 
poses its own challenges, but with crop diversity—the 
farm has more than fi fty kinds of crops, herbs, and fl ow-
ers—we hope to keep an effective balance,” den Biggelaar 
explains.

In place of fertilizer, he and his students nourish the 
soil with compost that the university makes from its food 
waste. They utilize diversity by edging rows of vegetables 
with a “farmscaping mix” of plants designed to host ben-
efi cial insects like ladybugs, which eat aphids and other 
pests. They also are planting trees alongside vegetables 
to eventually attract insect-eating birds and to affect light 
and temperature. 

Agroecology also emphasizes crop rotation, which is 
kinder to the soil than the monoculture concept where 
farmers repeatedly grow one crop in the same fi eld, den 
Biggelaar says.

As consumers’ desire for organic food climbs, more 
and more farmers are working to meet criteria for organic 
certifi cation as set by the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s National Organic Program. Appalachian’s involve-
ment helps them do that, according to Dick McDonald, a 
local entomology consultant and member of CFSA.

“The demand for 
organic food is twice the 
supply,” McDonald says. 
“Used to be, farmers could 
have one cash crop like 
tobacco. Now you need 
three to four cash crops for 
the crop rotation required 
for being a certifi ed 
organic farm.

“The university’s farm 
is great. It has all kinds of 
new varieties that farmers 
in this area don’t have, so 
if something works well 
at this farm, we can go 
to a local farmer and say, 
‘You can do an acre rota-
tion of a crop at this cost 
and make this number of 
dollars,’” McDonald says.

With the support of a university research grant, 
McDonald is working with den Biggelaar and his students 
to determine which variety of broccoli grows best in the 
High Country. Other farm research looks into the effect 
of different composting techniques on plant growth, the 
infl uence of row spacing on production, and which cover 
crops—like buckwheat, clover, and Sudan grass—best 
replenish soil nutrients between growing seasons.

For students, the farm teaches what today’s grocery 
store-dependent society often ignores: the basics of where 
food comes from and how it is grown. Whether for their 
own backyard gardening or for careers in agricultural 
reform, the skills learned on Appalachian’s farm benefi t 
students concerned about the environment and sustain-
ability.

Laura Uhde is majoring in sustainable development 
with a minor in appropriate technology. Her lab hours 
spent tending the fi elds this summer have been wisely 
invested, she says. “This is how you learn to farm. I think 
going with the environment instead of against it is a 
better way to go. It makes less impact on the earth.” 

Jeremy Boone, an appropriate technology major, 
helped with initial planting last spring. He said he learned 
a lot about low-impact farming, information he plans to 
take far beyond the fi elds of Western North Carolina.

“I want to leave a legacy for future generations,” he 
says. “My ultimate goal is to take the skills I’ve learned 
here to Third World countries and share my knowledge 
of sustainability.” 

Senior Laura Uhde and Christof den Biggelaar weigh Rose Finn fingerling potatoes at 
Appalachian’s Teaching and Research Farm. On page 5 (bottom), agroecology students 
plant vegetables in April; and (top) a mid-summer harvest. Faculty and students share 
the produce with the less fortunate through two non-profit agencies in Boone, the 
Hospitality House and Hunger Coalition.

students literally dirty their hands as they learn to grow 

With agroecology, ladybugs are useful 
insects in keeping away aphids and 
other pests.
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W hen the Mountaineers take the field for the home opener of their seventy-fifth foot-
ball season, they will encounter unfamiliar playing conditions compared with prior 
seasons of gridiron competition: a relatively soft, artificial playing surface especially 

designed to help reduce injuries.

They will be playing on FieldTurf®, an all-weather synthetic surface that emulates real 
grass—it looks like grass, feels like grass and plays like grass. FieldTurf® fibers are made 
from a polyethylene blend, treated and tufted into a porous backing, and supported by 
graded silica sand and ground rubber that surround each fiber like natural earth holds a 
blade of grass. Some three dozen universities and professional football teams, including the 
University of Michigan, the University of Louisville, and the Atlanta Falcons, have recently 
installed this new surface.

The stadium turf replacement represents phase one of a multi-year, $32-million athletics 
facilities plan adopted by the Appalachian State University Board of Trustees last February. 

Estimated to cost approximately $15 million, 
student support facilities in the plan will be fund-
ed through student fees. These facility improve-
ments include the artificial turf and running track 
in Kidd Brewer Stadium, renovation and expan-
sion of the Owens Field House, and conversion of 
Varsity Gym into an indoor practice facility for all 
sports.

Facilities designed to enhance the fan experi-
ence, funded through private fundraising and 
marketing initiatives known as the “Campaign for 
Athletics,” are estimated to cost $15-$17 million. 
These include renovations and upgrades to the 
existing stadium, guest boxes, and 4,500 additional 
seats, bringing the seating capacity to 21,500 for a 
variety of events.

This summer’s turf project also included re-
surfacing the track surrounding the football field. 
Design of the Owens Field House renovation and 
Varsity Gym makeover will begin this fall.

“The ‘Campaign for Athletics’ offers a variety of ways to be-
come involved in the excitement of a dynamic and advancing 
athletics program,” said James Edgar Broyhill II, campaign chair. 
“It will provide for Appalachian’s athletics facilities needs for the 
foreseeable future and do it without state funding,” he said. F. P. 
“Bodie” Bodenheimer Jr., chairman and CEO of Zickgraft Enter-
prises and a former Appalachian Board of Trustees member, and 

Sen. James T. Broyhill, a current board member, have been named honorary co-chairs.

Other members of the campaign leadership team are Bradley T. Adcock, Harvey R. Dur-
ham, Wayne D. Duncan, Robert G. Fox Jr., George S. Goodyear III, Dale L. Greene, Avery 
B. Hall, James E. “Jim” Smith, R. Thomas Sofield Jr., Robert L. Turchin and J. Bradley Wil-
son.

According to chairman Broyhill, the “silent” phase of the campaign got under way in late 
spring and will continue until fundraising volunteers have raised at least $10 million. He 
said that the campaign emphasizes naming opportunities for individual donors and market-
ing packages appropriate for corporate prospects.

Appalachian’s athletics Web site, www.goasu.com, includes a live Web cam through 
which alumni and friends can view progress on the facilities project. The Web cam also will 
give them a glimpse of game-day activities this fall.  

–staff reports

CATCH THE EXCITEMENT!
This year’s home games will feature family-oriented tailgating festivities to 

celebrate Mountaineer football’s diamond anniversary. Football reunions are 
being planned, as well as a seventy-five-year Mountaineer All-Star Team chosen 
by Appalachian alumni and friends voting on www.goasu.com.  

Building on the excitement of the athletics facilities plan, new marketing 
activities are being implemented: a season kickoff game August 30 in Honolulu 
against the University of Hawaii; anniversary football season promotions and 
merchandise; an expanded season ticket campaign; special game-day events; 
and enhanced event sponsorship opportunities. 

Beginning this fall, all tickets for home games will be reserved seats only, with 
$2 from each ticket allocated for facilities enhancements, operating costs of 
facilities to be built, and for providing additional funds to cover rising costs of 
the athletics program.

Top far left: Prior to 1962, Mountaineer football was played on a grass field where Edwin Duncan Hall 
and Rankin Science Building now stand; bottom photos, Kidd Brewer Stadium during a 2002 game 
and during this summer’s resurfacing project.
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scholarship, and service upon which 
Appalachian was founded in 1899.

During his tenure, Borkowski enhanced 
the university’s academic climate and its 
national and international reputation by 
supporting a variety of programs and activi-
ties. Among them were freshman seminar, 
freshman learning communities, and the 
summer reading program—all of which 
led TIME magazine to name Appalachian a 
“College of the Year” in 2001. 

He broadened the university’s educa-
tional and cultural outreach to the region 
through the Appalachian Learning Alli-
ance, a collaboration between Appalachian 
and ten regional community colleges; the 
Turchin Center for the Visual Arts; and 
by supporting An Appalachian Summer 
Festival.

Improvements to the campus infra-
structure during his tenure include con-
struction of two new science buildings, a 
convocation center, student apartments, 
an alumni center, a chancellor’s residence, 
and parking deck. Many facilities were 
renovated, including the student union, 
campus bookstore, residence halls, and 
various academic buildings. Borkowski was 
also instrumental in developing the tree-
lined centennial park—a reposeful gath-
ering place for students—at the campus 
entrance.

In addition, the campus community 
broke ground in April for a $47-million 
library and information commons that will 
be completed in 2005.

Borkowski also expanded the universi-
ty’s global reach through internationaliza-
tion of curriculum, faculty and student 
exchanges, and expansion of partnerships 
with international universities, including 
those in Costa Rica, China, Poland, and 
Mexico. As a result, Appalachian’s inter-
national studies program, which now in-
cludes collaborative agreements with more 
than fi fty universities, has been identifi ed 
as a model international studies program 
by the American Council on Education.

The “Campaign for the Second Cen-
tury” raised $83.2 million in private gifts 
to support future academic programs and 
student scholarships, exceeding its original 
goal of $50 million. 

Changing 
Seasons
Frank Borkowski steps down as 
chancellor, leaving behind a stronger, 
more admired university. 

By Linda Coutant
Editor

Saying he felt blessed to have guided 
Appalachian State University for ten 

years and been part of a “satisfying and 
exciting period” in the university’s history, 
Chancellor Francis T. Borkowski stepped down June 30 as 
Appalachian’s fi fth leader. 

Energetic, personable, and continually 
motivated to elevate Appalachian’s 
reputation and stature, Borkowski 
nurtured the success of his predecessors 
and seized new opportunities in a 
changing society.

“Appalachian has made big strides 
in these ten years,” Paul Gates, Faculty 
Senate chair and professor of 
communication, says of Borkowski’s 
tenure. “We’re a better school now 
than when he came.”

A Busy Decade
A seasoned administrator of 

higher education, Borkowski came 
to Appalachian in August 1993. He 
had been president of the University 
of South Florida for fi ve years, after 
serving as executive vice president 
and provost of the nine-campus 
University of South Carolina from 
1978-88. 

Borkowski entered the job at 
Appalachian with a respectful 
vision: to create a distinctive 
learning environment sensitive 
to rapid world changes, such as 
technology and globalization, 
yet rooted in mountain values 
and the vision of teaching, 

In his many roles as chancellor, Borkowski conducted in 
the Hayes School of Music; accepted the Commander’s 
Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland in 
2001 for his leadership in developing academic agree-
ments between Polish and U.S. institutions; encouraged 
private giving with volunteers Linda Combs ’68 ’78, Bob 
Turchin and James Harrill ’73; and congratulated the 
men’s basketball team after a victorious game in 2003. 
Opposite page, with his wife, Kay.
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Appalachian, Borkowski explained in an-
nouncing his decision that he and Kay had 
chosen now as the time to move on to the 
next stage of their career and lives.

An accomplished conductor and clari-
netist, Borkowski will take a one-year sab-
batical and return to Appalachian as a pro-
fessor in the Hayes School of Music.

The decision came after much personal 
refl ection and discussions with Kay, he said.

“It seems to me prudent and in the 
best interest of the university that I dearly 
love for a new chancellor to be selected,” 
Borkowski said June 11. “I’m sure one will 
be selected who will keep the momentum 
going, who will build upon the base and the 
tradition and the history of this terrifi c uni-
versity, and take the university forward along 
the vision that we established ten years ago: 
to become a premier comprehensive univer-
sity and a model learning environment.

“I am very proud and pleased with what 
my colleagues, the terrifi c faculty, profes-
sional staff, and students have been able 
to accomplish during the past decade,” 
Borkowski said. “It has been a very, very satis-
fying and exciting period, and I feel blessed 
to have been here for the last ten years.”

Asked to name his happiest moments as 
chancellor, Borkowski pointed not to spe-
cifi c buildings or curriculum changes but to 
feedback from students personally touched 
by his work. “I believe it’s the genuinely sup-
portive and warm comments that students 
have made about Appalachian, how much 
they benefi ted from the instruction and 
opportunities they received, and just how 
much they loved it here,” he replied, with a 
smile. “That means more to me more than 
anything.” 

Making the Transition
UNC President Molly Corbett Broad 

accepted Borkowski’s request to step down 
with “a mixture of sadness and professional 
admiration,” she said. “He has been an 
integral force in the continued growth 
and prosperity of Appalachian State 
University. I am most grateful for his many 
contributions.” 

Appalachian’s Provost Harvey Durham 
has deferred his own retirement to stay 
on as interim chancellor. An Appalachian 
mathematics professor and administrator 

since 1965, he knows the university and its 
mission well. (See Chancellor’s Column, 
inside front cover.) 

Since 1989, Durham had served as pro-
vost and vice chancellor for academic af-
fairs, overseeing all administrative, program, 
and fi scal responsibilities 

Gates describes Borkowski’s legacy as three 
primary accomplishments: internationaliza-
tion, the arts, and construction projects that 
will serve the university well into the twenty-
fi rst century. 

“Change is unsettling,” Gates says, “but 
we’ll be OK. We’re positioned well to build on 
what Dr. Borkowski has done. He’s left us in 
good shape.”

Senior Jessica Hines, associate editor of The 
Appalachian student newspaper, says students 
were sad to see Borkowski go: “They really 
like him and will miss him.” In an editorial 
this summer, she wrote, “He’s stood beside us 
through some rough times, times of war, times 
of terror, times of economic uncertainty.  He’s 
also shared our good times, and provided a 
friendly, recognizable face for students over 
the past ten years. …I implore the administra-
tion to fi nd someone we can love and respect 
as much as Chancellor Borkowski.”

A New Life Stage 
News of Borkowski’s plans to step down 

came as a surprise to many in the campus 
community. They had been looking forward 
to the chancellor’s return from a month-long 
medical leave that began in May. Although 
released by doctors to resume his duties at 

Appalachian Highlights During the Borkowski Era
• Accreditation reaffirmed by the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools 

• Named a model international studies program by the American 
Council on Education

• Increased access to higher education through the Appalachian 
Learning Alliance 

• Achieved exemplary rating for the Reich College of Education’s 
teacher education program from the N.C. State Board of Education

• Named a 2001 “College of the Year” by TIME magazine

• Placed third among the South’s top public universities and twelfth 
among public and private universities in the South in U.S. News & 
World Report’s 2002 America’s Best Colleges Guide

• Received a Noel-Levitz Retention Excellence Award 

• Raised more than $113 million in private funds, including $83.2 
million in the “Campaign for the Second Century”

• Celebrated 100th anniversary 

Campus construction totaled $258 million, 
including a dozen new buildings: 
• CAP Science Building and Rankin Science addition

• John Thomas Hall

• McKinney Alumni Center

• Holmes Convocation Center

• Living/Learning Center 

• University Highlands apartments

• Steam plant and campus-entrance park 

• Turchin Center for the Visual Arts

• Rivers Street parking deck 

• Chancellor’s residence

• Site development for a $47 million library and information 
commons to be completed in 2005

plus major renovations to:
• Plemmons Student Union

• University Bookstore

• Various residence halls and academic buildings

Right, Interim Chancellor Harvey R. Durham; 
below, Frank Borkowski with Appalachian Student 
Ambassadors and young alumni at Homecoming 2002.

Continued on next page
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Walker College of Business 
Dean Kenneth Peacock has 
been appointed interim provost 

for the 2003-04 
academic year. 
The provost 
oversees all 
administrative, 
program, and 
fi scal respon-
sibilities for 
the university’s 
academics. 

A second national search to 
fi ll the position permanently 
will begin later this fall. The 
search conducted during 2002-
03 in anticipation of former 
provost Harvey Durham’s 
planned retirement yielded no 
ideal candidate. With a vacancy 
at the university’s helm, the 
provost search has been post-
poned so that a new permanent 
chancellor can participate in 
the fi nal selection of candidates.

Peacock has been Walker 
College’s dean since 1992. 
Under his leadership, the 
amount of funds committed 
to supporting the college and 
its programs has exceeded $16 
million. He guided the Walker 
College of Business to reaf-
fi rmation of accreditation with 
nine areas of commendation 
by AACSB International – The 
Association to Advance Colle-
giate Schools of Business.

In his commitment to 
strengthening students’ educa-
tional experiences, Peacock 
implemented the Harlan E. 
Boyles Distinguished CEO 
Lecture Series. He also initiated 
a relationship in 1996 between 
Appalachian and Fudan 
University in Shanghai, China, 
that resulted in the William R. 
Holland Fellows for Business 
Study in Asia and a 1999 Inter-
national Banking Conference 
in Shanghai for North Caro-
lina and Chinese banking and 
educational leaders. 

A former employee of 
Price Waterhouse accounting 

fi rm, Peacock joined Appala-
chian in 1983 as an accounting 
professor. He also taught at the 

University of 
Virginia and at 
Louisiana State 
University. 

In his 
new position, 
Peacock has 
promoted 
Wilber “Bill” 
Ward to senior 

associate vice chancellor for 
academic affairs, a position 
previously held by the retiring 
Clinton Parker. Ward will be 
responsible for Belk Library 
and information technology 
services, and will serve as a 
liaison on academic matters 
with the UNC’s Offi ce of the 
President, among other duties. 

Tim Burwell, 
associate dean 
of the Walker 
College of Busi-
ness since 1998, 
has been named 
acting associate 
vice chancellor 
for academic 
affairs. His 

duties include working with the 
university budget and chairing 
the academic policies and 
procedures committee.

As a result 
of Peacock’s 
reassignment, 
Lyle F. Schoen-
feldt has been 
named acting 
dean of the 
Walker College 
of Business. He 
came to Appa-

lachian in 1996 to chair the 
Department of Management, 
having previously taught at 
Texas A&M University, Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute, 
and the University of Georgia. 
He has taught courses in inter-
national business, manage-
ment, strategic human resource 
management, and compen-

sation management. He has 
been a leader of the business 
college’s exchange program 
with Fudan University since 
1997. Stella Anderson, associate 
professor of management, has 
been named acting department 
chair. She came to Appalachian 
in 1992.

Also within the Walker 
College of Business, Don 
Cox, an associate professor of 
fi nance and the Alfred Adams 
Distinguished Professor of 
Banking, has been named 
acting associate dean. Faye 
Sawyer, formerly acting chair 
for the Department of Informa-
tion Technology and Opera-
tions Management, has been 
named assistant dean for inter-
national programs and college 
assessment.

In unrelated 
administrative 
changes, Stan 
Aeschleman, 
chair of Appa-
lachian’s 
Department 
of Psychology 
since 1998, has 
been named 

acting dean for the College 
of Arts and Sciences. Dean 
Linda Bennett resigned after 
accepting the position of 
provost at the University of 
Southern Indiana in Evans-
ville. A national search is being 
conducted to fi ll Appalachian’s 
position full time. 

Aeschleman came to Appa-
lachian in 1989 after holding 
teaching posts at Indiana 
University, Bloomington; 
Indiana University Perdue 
University, Indianapolis; the 
University of Auckland, New 
Zealand; and the University 
of Kentucky. He served for 
two years as the psychology 
department’s director of grad-
uate studies at Appalachian. 
Psychology Professor Paul A. 
Fox, who came to Appalachian 
in 1970, has been named acting 

department chair.

German scholar Alexandra 
Hellenbrand has been named 
chair of the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Litera-
tures. She comes from Goshen 
College where she was chair of 
the Department of Modern and 
Classical Languages and Litera-
tures.

Within the 
College of Fine 
and Applied 
Arts, J. Mark 
Estepp has been 
named dean. 
He served as 
interim dean 
for the 2002-03 
academic year 

after Dean Ming Land returned 
to teaching in the Depart-
ment of Technology. Estepp 
taught industrial education 
and technology in the tech-
nology department from 1984-
1993 and served as department 
chair from 1991-2002. Prior 
to coming to Appalachian, he 
was coordinator of industrial 
education at Livingston Univer-
sity. He is active in the National 
Association of Industrial Tech-
nology and served as chair 
of NAIT’s executive board in 
2001-02. 

Nina-Jo Moore has been 
named associate dean in the 
College of Fine and Applied 
Arts, replacing Pat Reighard 
who has returned to full-time 
teaching in the Department of 
Communication. Moore has 
been a professor in the Depart-
ment of Communication since 
1987, teaching courses in 
applied communications. 

Jamie L. Moul has been 
appointed acting chair of the 
Department of Health, Leisure 
and Exercise Science upon the 
retirement of Vaughn Chris-
tian. She has taught athletic 
training at Appalachian since 
1987.

for the university’s academics. He also 
guided the university in distance educa-
tion, admissions, international programs, 
strategic planning, assessment, and ac-
creditation. 

Durham actually started his new role 
in mid-May, when Broad appointed him 
acting chancellor during Borkowski’s 
medical leave. 

“I am confi dent that Appalachian 
remains in capable hands,” Broad says. 
“Harvey Durham understands the many 
challenges and opportunities before Ap-
palachian and is exceptionally well-quali-
fi ed to lead it in the months ahead.”

Gates concurs, citing Durham’s capabil-

ity and extensive knowledge of the univer-
sity. “This situation requires someone who 
can literally step right into the job. There’s 
no one better for that than Harvey.”

Hiring of a new chancellor is expected 
to take between six months and a year. A 
search committee of seventeen people has 
been appointed, representing the Appala-
chian Board of Trustees, faculty, students, 
staff, alumni, and community-at-large. An 
executive search fi rm will be hired to assist 
with the process.

The search committee’s chair, Board of 
Trustees member Robert G. Fox Jr. of Mint 
Hill, said at the committee’s fi rst meeting 
July 24, “When you think of Appalachian 

State University’s 104 years, we’ve only had 
fi ve chancellors. This is not a task we do 
every day. It is a very important task.”

In charging the committee, Broad 
explained the various components of the 
process and added,  “The selection and 
the appointment of the leader really help 
defi ne what the university is going to be 
like in the future. It sets the path, the 
course and the direction.” 

Broad told the group that one of its 
hardest tasks will be to balance the pub-
lic’s right to know with the committee’s 
right to engage in confi dential discussion. 
“The balancing of those two important le-
gal and ethical principles is the important 
part of the success of a search committee,” 
she said.

Open forums for the university com-
munity to express views regarding the next 
chancellor will be held in September.

Never Far Away
A change in leadership won’t keep 

Borkowski far from campus. He and 
Kay have moved from the chancellor’s 
residence on campus to their home in 
Valle Crucis, just four doors down from 
Appalachian’s fourth chancellor, John E. 
Thomas.

Thomas, Borkowski says, is an exem-
plary model for how to become a tenured 
professor after holding the university’s 
top leadership position. After serving as 
chancellor from 1979-93, Thomas took 
a few years off before returning to teach 
in Appalachian’s Walker College of Busi-
ness. He used his overseas connections to 
facilitate greater international opportuni-
ties for students but never imposed on the 
new chancellor’s role or decision-making. 

“I will be on campus this year at various 
events, but I will be retooling,” Borkowski 
explained. He plans to use his yearlong 
sabbatical for writing on higher education 
issues and for music performance.

“I don’t think being on campus is go-
ing to be awkward. I think it will work out 
just fi ne,” Borkowski said of his arrange-
ment to begin teaching in Appalachian’s 
Hayes School of Music in 2004-05.

“It’s been a privilege to be with the 
wonderful people that make up the Ap-
palachian Family,” he said. “I look forward 
to continuing to be a part of that family 
as a faculty member and contributing in 
that capacity to Appalachian’s exciting 
future.” 

Business Dean Appointed Interim Provost
Twelve other administrative positions also fi lled 

Kenneth Peacock

Stan AeschlemanTim Burwell

Lyle Schoenfeldt

J. Mark Estepp

Wilber Ward

CHANCELLOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
TRUSTEES

Robert G. Fox, Jr.
Committee Chair, executive vice president, First Charter Bank, Mint Hill

Glenn W. Wilcox, Sr.
Committee Vice Chair, chairman and CEO, Wilcox World Travel and Tours, Asheville

James D. Branch, M.D.
ophthalmologist, Winston-Salem

James M. Deal, Jr.
attorney, Boone

Reba S. Moretz, co-owner
Appalachian Ski Mountain, Boone

FACULTY
Nancy Schneeloch-Bingham, D.M.

assistant professor of music

Leroy G. Baruth, Ed.D.
Department of Human Development and Psychological Counseling chair

Randy K. Edwards, Ph.D.
Department of Accounting chair

Paul H. Gates, Ph.D.
Faculty Senate chair and associate professor of communication

Dru A. Henson, Ph.D.
Department of Biology professor and assistant chair

ALUMNI
Ryan L. Bolick ’01

consultant, BearingPoint Inc., Charlotte

Jeannine Underdown Collins ’79
Appalachian Alumni Association president; owner, Underdown and Associates 

Inc., Boone

Jamie E. Harris ’84
executive vice president and CFO, Medcath Corporation, Charlotte

Mark E. Trivette ’83
principal, Southeast Area Mergers & Acquisitions Tax Services, Ernst & Young 

LLP, Atlanta

STAFF
Terri L. Miller, Staff Council president 

STUDENT
Rachel A. Johnson, Student Government Association president

COMMUNITY-AT-LARGE
Brent B. Kincaid, retired president and CEO, Broyhill Furniture Industries, 

Lenoir
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Teaching 
Excellence

English professor Thom-
as McGowan received the 
2003 UNC Board of Gover-
nors’ Award for Teaching 

Excellence, which recognizes outstanding 
undergraduate teaching.

Students describe McGowan as “dy-
namic,” “the best professor I’ve ever had” 
with enthusiasm that’s “off the scale.” He 
teaches introduction to literature and ex-
pository writing to freshmen, English liter-
ature and modern studies to sophomores, 
and history of the English language, early 
English literature and Chaucer to upper-
level students.

McGowan has simple advice for being a 
good teacher: “Talk to students outside of 
the classroom--on the quad, in the library, 
the coffee house, the theater lobby,” and  
“Be enthusiastic, even on bad days.” 

New Program Begins 
in Internet Studies

The Department of Interdisciplinary 
Studies begins offering an Internet studies 
program this fall that includes an under-
graduate major concentration and a mi-
nor. The goal is to prepare students to be 
involved in policy-making decisions about 
Internet use, as well as practical experi-
ence with the technology.

“This is a liberal arts approach to the 
Internet—not just how to make a Web 
page. We want students to think about the 
broader social implications of the tech-

nology, what it means to the economy, 
to people and their relationships with 
others relative to daily life,” says Derek 
Stanovsky, director of the program and 
a lecturer in IDS. 

The degree also will prepare stu-
dents for graduate school in a variety of 
disciplines, including legal aspects of 

the Internet, which is a grow-
ing fi eld of study, says IDS 
department chairman Rich-
ard Carp.

The concentration consists 
of twenty-four semester hours, 
with at least nine hours of 

technical/design courses, nine 
semester hours of culture/politics 

courses, and a required seminar 
course. Learn more by visiting 
www.internetstudies.appstate.edu 

Dean’s Club Welcomes 
Charter Members

Earlier this year, the college announced 
the Walker College Dean’s Club—a new 
giving society designed to benefi t business 
students and faculty while enhancing the 
college’s academic programs. Membership 
is open to Walker alumni and friends and 
begins with a minimum annual contribu-
tion of $1,000.

Members’ contributions will provide 
support each year for critical needs in the 
college such as student scholarships, travel 
funds for faculty and students to attend 
course-related conferences and/or visits 
to corporations, seed money for new pro-
grams or opportunities within the college, 
and resources to bring guest lecturers, 
such as leaders in business and govern-
ment, to the classroom. 

Inaugural members may join through 
December 31. Pledges are accepted, and 
gifts may also be satisfi ed with a corporate 
matching gift. Giving levels are: 

Dean’s Associate:  $1,000-$2,499
Dean’s Roundtable:  $2,500-$4,999
Fellow:  $5,000-$9,999
Leader:  $10,000+

To date, $73,000 has been raised 
through the Dean’s Club. The goal for this 
inaugural year is a minimum of $100,000.

To receive a brochure and a 2003 
Charter Membership form, contact Beth 
Alexander at alexndrba@appstate.edu or 
at (828) 262-6163. 

An economic index for 
western North Carolina has 
been developed by three 
Appalachian State Univer-
sity professors. The index 
provides a monthly account 
of economic conditions for 

twenty-fi ve counties by looking at unem-
ployment numbers, retail sales, and the 
general economic health of the region.

The Western North Carolina Economic 
Index and Report made its debut in April 
at a gathering in Asheville sponsored joint-
ly by the college and AdvantageWest-North 
Carolina. Walker College economists Todd 
L. Cherry and John W. Dawson, and Rich-
ard Crepeau from the Department of Ge-
ography and Planning, released their fi rst 
report with January’s fi gures.

The index is supported by Advan-
tageWest, western North Carolina’s 
public/private economic development 
partnership. Chartered by the N.C. Gen-
eral Assembly in 1994, AdvantageWest is 
governed by a board of directors from 
across the region. 

The region covered by the report is 
characterized by diverse economic condi-

tions. It includes two metropolitan areas: 
Hickory-Morganton-Lenoir and the Ashe-
ville Metro area. The counties are Alexan-
der, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, 
Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cherokee, Clay, 
Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, 
Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, 
Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, 
Watauga, Wilkes, and Yancey.

Economist Todd Cherry says data 
pulled from different sources make it diffi -
cult to interpret the many factors affecting 
the region’s economy. The economic 
index offers a better grasp of current 
conditions, allowing policymakers to be 
“better equipped to respond to local and 
regional issues,” he said.

Appalachian Regional Development 
Institute (ARDI), an applied research and 
public service program of Appalachian, 
initiated development of the index. 

The index and report will be released 
on the fi fth week following each month. It 
can be viewed at the Web address 
www.business.appstate.edu/wncindex.asp 

Six Appalachian State University stu-
dents were selected to showcase their 
research fi ndings to legislators in Raleigh 
at the Research in the Capital Symposium 
held in April. The event was sponsored by 
UNC’s Offi ce of the President.

They were among ninety undergradu-
ates from fi fteen UNC campuses display-
ing poster presentations in the Legislative 
Building. 

Psychology major Jeremiah Angel pre-
sented “Is Animal ‘Activity Anorexia’ A 
Good Model of Human Anexoria?” Chem-
istry major Jennifer Arsenault and biol-
ogy pre-professional major Kori Buckner 
presented “Study of the Aromatic Nucleo-

Al Young Appointed 
Visiting Professor 

Award-winning poet, novelist and 
screenwriter Al Young joins Appalachian 
this fall as the first Rachel Rivers-Coffey 
Distinguished Professor of Creative Writing. 
He is the author of Who is Angelina?, Sitting 
Pretty, Drowning in the Sea of Love: 
Musical Memoirs, and Dancing: 
Poems, which won the Joseph 
Henry Jackson Award.

The professorship was 
created in the Department 
of English through private 
funds in memory of 

Rachel Rivers-Coffey by 
her husband, Armfield 

Coffey, with matching funds from 
North Carolina’s Distinguished 
Professorship Endowment Trust 
Fund.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
www.cas.appstate.edu

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
www.business.appstate.edu

Interim Chancellor Harvey Durham with undergrad 
researchers, from left, Jeremiah Angel, Erin Doak, 

Kori Buckner, Jennifer Gates, and Tyson Casey.

Helen Hollifield ’87, tax partner with 
Deloitte & Touche accounting firm 
in Charlotte, was one of fifty Walker 
College alumni who participated in the 
4th Annual Lewis L. Mack Alumni Day. 
Hollifield also serves as a member 
of the college’s Business Advisory 
Council.

Todd Cherry

Mother-Daughter Pair Among May Grads
Sherry Freeman ’03, pictured right, and her daughter Kristen Freeman ’03 graduated 

together this May from the Walker College of Business. The Freemans compared notes, 
helped each other with homework, and spent hours on the telephone while pursuing their 

degrees. Sherry earned a BS in business management, Kristen a BS in accounting. 

“Kristen and I have always been close, so it’s just a real nice experience for us to do this 
together,” Sherry said of their time as students. 

Sherry came to Appalachian in 1999, having earned an associate’s degree from Richmond 
Community College in 1975. She commuted to Boone several nights a week, then took 

classes near her home in Catawba County through the university’s Appalachian Learning 
Alliance distance education program. As a traditional student, Kristen lived in Boone.

Poet Al Young with 
English major Sabriya 

Miller during a campus 
visit last February.

philic Substitution Reactions of 4-bromo-
1,2-dichlorobenzine with Cyclic Amines.” 

Other presentations were “The Rise of a 
New Core Power: The European Monetary 
Union and the World-System” by sociology 
major Tyson Casey, “Picrite Dikes from the 
Isle of Skye - A Geochemical Study of Oliv-
ine Phencrsysts and Spinel Inclusions” by 
geology major Erin Doak, and “The Effect 
of Trial Spacing on the Extinction of Pav-
lovian Responding” by psychology major 
Jennifer Gates. 

Ramsey Named 
Outstanding Alum

Keith G. Ramsey ’89, a physician in New 
Iberia, Louisiana, received the College of 
Arts and Sciences’ Outstanding Alumni 
Award this spring. A biology and pre-med 
major, Ramsey has distinguished himself as 
a family practitioner for underserved popu-
lations. He is medical director at Iberia 
Comprehensive Community Health Center. 
Previously, he was the fi rst black physician 
in rural New Roads, Louisiana. 

The award is presented to individuals who 
distinguish themselves in their profession, 
leadership roles, public service, creative 
endeavors, or other accomplishments. 

Undergrads Showcase Research to Lawmakers

New Economic Index Tracks Economy
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In the Reich College of Education’s 
Communication Disorders Clinic this sum-
mer, Jamelia King met people suffering 
emotionally and at work because of voice 
problems. “I didn’t realize what impact 
even allergies and acid reflux disease can 
have on voice,” she says. “It makes me feel 
good to help someone get their voice back 
to where they want it to be.”

King, a graduate student in speech-
language pathology, is among 150 
bachelor-level and master-level students 
gaining experience at the clinic, which 
serves adults and children with speech, 
hearing, and language problems. 

As a non-profit organization within 
RCOE, the Communication Disorders 
Clinic served 6,956 clients in 2002. For 
years, the number of clients from area 
counties has risen as more people seek 
diagnosis and treatment for a wide variety 
of problems—including hearing loss, 

stuttering, and speech impairment caused 
by strokes, removal of the larynx, allergies, 
and even stress. Children in particular 
are increasingly being served for various 
speech and language problems.

Client increase led Appalachian State 
University to purchase new space at the 
corner of Rivers and Depot streets in late 
2000. The building, formerly a church, 
nearly doubles the clinic’s space and eases 
parking for clients. But, about $800,000 in 
renovations is needed before it can accom-
modate all the clinic’s testing and treat-
ment facilities and staff offices. An elevator 
also must be installed.

While the new space is used for some 
clinic activities, Director Mary Ruth Sizer 
says many clinic operations remain housed 
two blocks away in Edwin Duncan Hall.

“We all look forward to having a facili-
ty where clients have easy accessibility and 
a pleasant environment for dealing with 

speech, language, and hearing problems. 
Certainly, having operations under one 
roof will enhance our communication with 
each other and our ability to treat those 
entrusted to our care,” she said.

The clinic’s move will free space in 
Duncan for growing enrollment in RCOE’s 
teacher education and other programs.

For gift-giving opportunities, contact 
Bryan Brooks, RCOE’s director of 
development, at (828) 262-6571 or 
brooksjb@appstate.edu. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
www.ced.appstate.edu

COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS
www.faa.appstate.edu

Student Wins  
Photo Contest

Senior Nathaniel Grubbs won first 
place in the black and white category 
of the 23rd Annual Student Photogra-
phy Contest of Photographer’s Forum 

Magazine, out of more 
than 20,000 entries 
nationwide. 

Grubbs is a tech-
nical photography 
and graphic design 
major. His nighttime 

shot of New York City’s famous Flat-
iron Building, left, was published in 
the May/Summer 2003 issue of the 
award-winning quarterly. 

“I don’t have a particular style. I shoot 
people to landscapes to forks in my 
kitchen sink. I like shooting simple 
stuff with natural lighting,” says 
Grubbs.

Three other Appalachian students 
were named finalists in the photog-
raphy contest and will have their 
works published in the magazine’s 
Best of College Photography Annual 
2003. They are senior Lara Solomon of 
Murphy, an anthropology major with a 
minor in technical photography; Ryan 
Howard of Rocky Mount, a technical 
photography major; and junior Crystal 
Genes, a communication/journalism 
major from Burgaw.

Chris Davenport’s 
“Soda-Fired Teapot” and “Self Portrait”

Wood-fired bowls by Ben Carter ’03

Student Work Published
Lark Books, a publisher of high-quality craft 

and leisure books, featured the works of two 
Appalachian students in recent publications. 
They were selected from artists worldwide.

A porcelain soup bowl and stoneware 
serving bowl designed by Ben Carter, who 
graduated in May, have been included in 500 
Bowls: Contemporary Explorations of a Timeless 
Design (2003). Carter earned a BFA degree in 
studio art. Chris Davenport was included in 500 
Teapots: Contemporary Explorations of a Timeless 
Design (2002). He is a senior studio art major. 

The Department of Health, Leisure 
and Exercise Science’s academic space 
inside the Holmes Convocation Center 
was named in May for former state rep-
resentative David H. Diamont ’72 MA. 

The David Diamont Complex con-
tains more than 48,000 square feet of 
classrooms, meeting space, offices, labo-
ratories and the human performance 
lab, which offers a fitness-testing pro-
gram for the community. HLES is one of 
the largest departments on campus. 

Diamont of Mount Airy served North 
Carolina as a legislator for twenty years 
and for more than three decades as an 
educator, coach and mentor to public 

school students. For his service, Appa-
lachian also honored him with the 
university’s Dougherty Medallion during 
the College of Fine and Applied Arts 
graduation ceremony. 

HLES Complex Named for David H. Diamont

Learning from a Master
Eight upper-level art students spent a four-

day residency with wood sculptor David Nash in 
April at UNC’s Center for Craft, Cre-
ativity and Design, located at Penland 
School of Crafts. Nash is a land artist 
from Wales, well known for sculpting 
with a chainsaw. 

“It was an excel-
lent opportunity 
for the students 
to assist him in 
his work, see 
how he lives 
as a pro-
fessional 
artist, and 
to learn his work 
ethic and style,” 
said art professor 
Robin Martindale.

Student Adam 
Wells called it 
“a wonderful 
chance to inter-
act with one of the 
major artists in the field 
today.” 

David Nash 
with students.

Price Reading 
Symposium

The thirty-fourth annual 
Uberto Price Reading and 
Language Arts Symposium 
on September 19 features 

Vivian Gussin Paley, a former teacher known 
for her pioneering use of storytelling in the 
classroom. The public is invited.

With the theme “Building Community 
Through Stories, ” the free symposium 
runs 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. at the Broyhill Inn and 
Conference Center. Paley’s keynote address 
on “Fantasy Play as Storytelling: Frogs, Kit-
tens and Bad Guys” begins at 10 A.M. The 
afternoon features local storytellers Dianne 
Hackworth, Orville Hicks, and Charlotte 
Ross, plus a panel discussion on the cultural 
importance of storytelling.

Paley is the author of The Boy Who Would 
Be A Helicopter and In Mrs. Tully’s Room, 
which emphasize early childhood commu-
nication through storytelling. Paley’s class-
room approach included having children 
dictate their stories to her. She would read 
them back as the children acted out the vari-
ous parts. 

Paley’s awards include a MacArthur Fel-
lowship and the NCTE David H. Russell 
Award for Distinguished Research in the 
Teaching of English.

The reading symposium honors Uberto 
Price, who established Appalachian’s read-
ing program in 1955. He was known across 
North Carolina as “Mr. Reading” for his in-
service work and dedication to improving 
reading instruction. He retired in 1982 and 
died in 2002. 

The symposium is sponsored by the De-
partment of Language, Reading and Excep-
tionalities and supported by a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts and by 
the Watauga, Ashe and Avery county school 
systems.  

Renovations Needed to Maximize Clinic Operations

The Communication Disorders Clinic is 
accredited by the Professional Services 
Board of the American Speech, Language 
and Hearing Association (ASHA) and has a 
staff of state-licensed and ASHA-certified 
audiologists and speech-language patholo-
gists. Services include:
• Speech/language screenings in  
 preschools and day-cares
• Speech/language evaluation and  
 treatment for adults and children
• Hearing testing, including school  
 screenings in three counties
• Speech/language/hearing services at area hospitals
• Preschool Language and Communication Center for at-risk children
• Language Learning Center for school-age children

Grad student Jamelia King, right, analyzes vocal 
cord activity in classmate Barbara Harris. 

About $800,000 must be raised to renovate the former church into treatment rooms, offices, and a 
new audiology testing facility. Until then, the open space serves activities such as an adolescent 
writing workshop (pictured above), offered through the clinic’s Language Learning Center.
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The Walker College of Business is of-
fering a graduate certificate in human 
resource management. The certificate 
is designed to provide post-graduate 
expertise sufficient to qualify for an en-
try-level human resource position. The 
eighteen-hour certificate offers flexibility 

for students to concentrate on the human 
resource area of most interest to them.

The certificate is designed for students 
seeking a specialization within the MBA 
program, but can also be a standalone 
program apart from any degree. As a 
standalone program, the human resource 

management certificate will appeal to col-
lege graduates interested in transitioning 
to a human resource career.  

To enroll, a student must be admitted 
to Appalachian’s MBA program, the mas-
ter of science in accounting program, or 
to the master of arts in industrial-organi-
zational psychology and human resource 
management program, or have earned 
a MBA degree or master’s in accounting 
from a program accredited by the AACSB, 
The International Association for Manage-
ment Education, and complete the certifi-
cate program application form.

For more information, contact Stella 
Anderson, acting chair of the Department 
of Management, at (828) 262-6229 or 
andersnse@appstate.edu. 

Students Raise Money 
to Help Classmates

Graduate students understand the 
financial hardships often faced when 
seeking an advanced degree. To help 
their peers, the Graduate Student Associa-
tion Senate is creating an endowment to 
provide funding for graduate student re-
search and travel to scholarly conferences.

Proceeds from the Graduate Student 
Association Research and Travel Endow-
ment will be awarded to outstanding 
graduate students selected by a student 
committee. The GSAS is currently raising 
money from graduate faculty and former 
graduate students to gather the $10,000 
needed to establish the endowment. 

“One of the challenges for graduate 
students at a comprehensive university 
is to find money for our research and 
travel,” says Brad Miller, GSAS president 
and a master’s candidate in biology who 
has resorted to searching the local dump 
for materials to construct his greenhouse 
project. 

“But,” he adds, “I don’t think any one 
of us would want to be enrolled anywhere 
else because of the one-on-one instruction 
we receive from faculty at Appalachian. 
The endowment gives students another 
resource from which to fund their work.” 

Interested in contributing? Checks 
made payable to the Appalachian State 
University Foundation, specified for the 
Graduate Student Research and Travel 
Endowment, may be sent to Teresa Can-
ton, Donor Services, PO Box 32014, ASU, 
Boone, NC 28608-2014. 

McCloud Posthumously 
Honored for Service

The Hayes School of Music celebrated 
its Second Annual Honors Weekend in 
May and included a posthumous tribute to 
B.G. “Bill” McCloud, a longtime professor 
who led the transition from music depart-
ment to School of Music.

The music school’s Society of Alumni 
and Friends presented its Outstanding Ser-
vice Award to McCloud’s family. McCloud, 
who died in September 2002, came to Ap-
palachian State University in 1979 to teach 
music education and theory. He also di-
rected Cannon Music Camp and organized 
other summer music camps, such as the 
N.C. Choral Institute, Dulcimer Workshop 
and the Silver Burdett Music Workshop. 
As department chairman, he led the music 
department’s process of becoming the 
School of Music. He served as acting dean 
until 1989. 

“He was a very treasured and highly 
regarded colleague, mentor, and dear 
friend,” said Society of Alumni and Friends 
president Byron Reece ’91 ’99, “to not only 
Appalachian, the School of Music, but to 
the state, nation and profession of music 
education.” 

Throughout his career, McCloud was 
active in professional service. He held posi-
tions within the Kentucky Music Educators 
Association and North Carolina Music 
Educators Association. He also served as a 
collegiate advisor and president within the 
Southern Division of MENC: The National 
Association for Music Education. McCloud 
advocated student and faculty participa-
tion in state and national conferences. 

In more recent years, McCloud worked 
as a program author for The Music Connec-
tion, the text book series from Silver Bur-
dett Ginn Publishing Company.

McCloud is remembered for his sincere 
caring of students, friends and colleagues, 
and for his praise of those who “went the 

extra mile to improve skills to become 
more effective teachers.”

The Hayes School of Music’s Society 
of Alumni and Friends was established 
in 2001 to support students, faculty, and 
academic programs. Members receive the 
Society Newsletter, invitations to recep-
tions and special events, and opportunities 
to interact with classmates and friends of 
the Hayes School of Music. To join, visit 
www.music.appstate.edu. 

Stay In Tune 
The Hayes School of Music presents more 
than 130 concerts each academic year. Log 
on to www.music.appstate.edu to access a 
complete calendar for student, ensemble, 
and faculty performances. To receive notices 
of upcoming events, subscribe to the “Hayes 
School of Music Notes” e-mail newsletter at 
www.music.appstate.edu. 

GRADUATE SCHOOL
www.graduate.appstate.edu

SCHOOL OF MUSIC
www.music.appstate.edu

Art Students Design CD Cover Art
With a new recording studio and plenty of talent, the Hayes School of Music is primed for 

marketing compact discs of its performers. The school just needs a cool look.

Graphic design students in Appalachian’s Department of Art recently worked with music 
school administrators to create designs for three upcoming CD series: faculty, student 
ensemble, and mixed collection recordings. For each series, students created a look for the 
front and back covers, spine, liner notes, and CD label. Each series has multiple volumes.

Senior Dana Starensier’s work has been chosen to represent the faculty series. Its string 
volume, available later this fall, is the first CD to be released. Subsequent faculty volumes 
will be percussion, brass, woodwinds, keyboards, and vocals. 

Senior Joanna Hall’s designs will represent the student ensemble series, with senior 
Lindsay Humphrey’s work to represent the mixed collection series.

“We’ve had the desire to promote the Hayes School of Music by publishing CDs, but 
we needed a ‘mark’ for the school,” explained Assistant Dean Jay Jackson. “The student 
designs were just fantastic, and we’ve been excited about this collaborative effort between 
music and art.”

Art Professor Barbara Yale-Read said her students really enjoyed the assignment. “They 
learned to handle body copy and to design a cover which was part of a series, an interesting 
challenge. And they learned about working with a client,” she said.

The CDs will be produced in the Hayes School of Music’s Robert F. Gilley Recording Studio, 
which provides students with experience in music and sound recording and audio post-
production.

Graphic design major Dana Starensier’s CD covers for strings, keyboards, and brass.

Grad student Kara Buchikos visits with Mary Tarr, a resident at Appalachian/Brian Estates.

Internet-Based Graduate Certificate 
in Gerontology Offered

An Internet-based graduate certificate in gerontology/assisted living facility administration 
begins this fall. The overall certificate program is designed for individuals who currently are 
working in aging or human services and desire formal training in gerontology but not 
necessarily a master’s degree, for students enrolled in a related master’s degree program 
whose degree would be enhanced by formal training in gerontology, or those who are unable 
to attend traditional classroom instruction.

“We know how rapidly North Carolina’s older population is growing,” says Dr. Ed 
Rosenberg, who directs Appalachian’s gerontology program. “And we know that most people 
currently working with or for the elderly have very little formal training in gerontology. This 
program will help people develop their careers if they want to advance to a more responsible 
position.”

“Class material will be available twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Students 
can access coursework during their lunch hour, after work, at night, or whenever it’s 
convenient for them,” he said.

Students enrolled in the online program will access readings, lectures, even videos via the 
Internet. Those interested in enrolling must have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
institution and access to the Internet. 

For program information, contact Rosenberg at rosenberge@appstate.edu, or (828) 262-
6146, or visit http://www.aging.appstate.edu/cert.htm.

Graduate Certificate in Human Resource Management Offered
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’74 AWARDS/HONORS: Linda Wallen 
Richardson, Garner, received national 

certifi cation from the National Board of Profes-
sional Teaching Standards.

NEW POSITIONS: Glynn White Strabel, 
owner/operator, Mountain Streams Bed and 
Breakfast, Palmer, AK. Sharon Lanier Holmes, 
principal, Old Richmond Elementary School, 
Tobaccoville.

WEDDINGS: Katherine Shaver and Greg 
Efi rd, Morganton, Feb. 14.

RETIREMENTS: Alan Webb, as social studies 
teacher in the Orange County School System, 
Hillsborough, after 30 years as an educator. 

Deb Wynne, as director of Watauga County 
Parks and Recreation Department, Boone.

’75 AWARDS/HONORS: Ed Strabel, 
Palmer, AK, selected as the Region 

Three Ski Coach of the Year. Linda Burr 
Gilleland, completed the Certifi ed Insurance 
Counselors Agency Operations and Com-
mercial Casualty Institutes. She is president of 
Greystone Insurance Associates, Inc., Boone. 
Rebecca Lott Carr received national board 
certifi cation in world languages other than Eng-
lish early adolescence young adulthood. She is 
a French and Spanish teacher/department chair 
at Enloe High School, Raleigh. Tonya Maloney 
Flesher, winner of the campus wide 2003 Elsie 

This issue includes 
class notes received 
by the Donor Advance-
ment Services Offi ce 
November 18, 2002, 
through May 18, 2003.

’43 AWARDS/
HONORS: Wil-

liam Killian, inducted into 
the Henderson County Edu-
cation Hall of Fame. He was 
the founding president of Blue 
Ridge Community College, Flat Rock.

’44 60th REUNION:   
JULY 30-31, 2004

’48 AWARDS/HONORS: Young Allen, 
Kinston, presented the Longleaf Pine 

Award for humanitarian service in N.C. He is a 
retired educator and administrator.

’52 AWARDS/HONORS: Bill Craig, Rich-
mond, VA, named co-chairman of an 

endowment campaign on behalf of Presbyterian 
Homes and Family Services in Virginia.

’54 50th REUNION:   
JULY 30-31, 2004

’57 AWARDS/HONORS: Michael 
Wiwczar, Wading River, NY, received 

Fireman of the Year Award. He also received a 
pin for forty-fi ve years of active service in the 
Wading River Rescue Squad. Tee Haithcock, 
St. Augustine, FL, has his whistle-stop timer 
displayed in the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame.

’59 AWARDS/HONORS: Ken Wilcox, 
Boone, presented a framed photograph 

from Appalachian State University’s Foundation 
Board of Directors in recognition of his fi fteen 
years of service to the board.

’62 AWARDS/HONORS: Gloria Hous-
ton, Candler, selected to be included in 

the biographical directory Marquis Who’s Who in 
America. She is an author and educator.

’63 AWARDS/HONORS: Anita Price 
Davis, had published an academic his-

tory book titled North Carolina During The Great 
Depression. Her other recently published books 
are Real Heroes: Rutherford County N.C. Men 
Who Made The Supreme Sacrifi ce in WW II and 
Chimney Rock/Rutherford County. She is a pro-
fessor of education at Converse College, Spar-
tanburg, SC. Jane Baucom Stephenson 
received a Use Your Life Award given by Oprah 
Winfrey’s Angel Network. She is the founder 
of the New Opportunity School for Women, 
Berea, KY.

’64 40th REUNION:   
JULY 30-31, 2004

AWARDS/HONORS: Brenda Stephens Dale, 
A.G. Teacher of the Year for North Western N.C. 
sponsored by N.C. Association of the Gifted and 

Talented. She is an A.G. teacher at 
Millers Creek Elementary School, 

Millers Creek. Carl McMath, 
inducted into the South Carolina 

Band Director’s Hall of Fame. He 
is a band teacher in Spartan-

burg School District Three, 
Glendale. J.W. 

Isenhour, 
Raleigh, new 

tennis complex 
at N.C. State 

named in his 
honor. He is a ten-

nis pro at Gaston 
Country Club.

’65 AWARDS/
HONORS: 

Carolyn Glascoe 
Woodall, recognized 

by Governor Mike Easley 
as recipient of the N.C. 

Award for Outstanding 
Volunteer Service. She is a counselor at Bethel 
Hill Charter School, Roxboro.

’66 AWARDS/HONORS: Tony Gray, 
honored by the Association of Col-

legiate Conference and Events Directors 
International at their annual conference in Florida 
with a lifetime honorary membership. He is the 
retired director of conferences and institutes at 
Appalachian State University, Boone.

’67 AWARDS/HONORS: Jerry Barker, 
selected as a Fellow in the American 

College Health Association. He is the director of 
student health services at N.C. State University, 
Raleigh.

RETIREMENTS: Kay Miller Kirby, as teacher 
in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Charlotte, 
after 30 years as an educator.

’68 AWARDS/HONORS: Linda Morrison 
Combs, recognized by President Bush 

for budget performance integration within the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s offi ce of the 
chief fi nancial offi cer. She is CFO of the EPA, 
Washington, DC.

NEW POSITIONS: Walt Jennette, manager, 
estate and trust management group, First Citi-
zens Bank, Raleigh.

RETIREMENTS: Shirley Donnelly Sorrell, 
as employee of Wake County, after 30 years of 
service.

’69 AWARDS/HONORS: Betty Oates 
Clagg, named Gaston County Teacher 

of the Year in the Wachovia Outstanding Educa-
tor Program. She is a history teacher at Highland 
School of Technology, Gastonia.

’70 NEW POSITIONS: Gary Ford, vice 
president, residential construction lend-

ing, Parkway Bank, Lenoir.

RETIREMENTS: Larry Harrell, as assistant 
customs attache with the U.S. Customs Service, 
American Embassy, Rome, Italy.

’71 AWARDS/HONORS: Carolyn Eury 
Howser, fi rst book co-authored with 

daughter titled Simple Pleasures published by 
iUniverse, Inc. She is vice president/program/
publicity chair for High Country Writers, Boone. 
Nancy Sigmon, Tarpon Springs, FL, honored 
by St. Petersburg College as their Educator of 
the Year. Sharon Choate Benson, Wilkesboro, 
elected for a two-year term as secretary of the 
Wilkes County Retired School Personnel.

WEDDINGS: Janice Miller and Lawerence 
Bracken, Lewisville, Feb. 14.

RETIREMENTS: Hobert Freeman, as director 
of social services department in Edgecombe 
County, Tarboro, after 32 years of service.

’72 AWARDS/HONORS: Pat Reighard, 
elected the National Broadcasting 

Society’s national president. He is associate 
dean of the College of Fine and Applied Arts at 
Appalachian State University, Boone.

RETIREMENTS: Mimi Austin, as curriculum 
coordinator at Pinewood Elementary School, 
Charlotte, after 30 years of service. She is a 
hostess for 4 Diamond Restaurant, The Beaufort 
Inn, Beaufort, SC. Sharon Barrier, as teacher 
in Cabarrus County Schools, Concord, after 30 
years as an educator.

’73 30th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

AWARDS/HONORS: Faye Cates Williams, 
named the local Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year. 
She is a second grade teacher at Bethel Elemen-
tary School, Sugar Grove. Tim Hedrick, chosen 
to receive the N.C. Band Association Award of 
Excellence for the south central district. He is 
the band director at Albemarle High School, 
Albemarle. Tom Speed, appointed by Governor 
Mike Easley to the State Board of Education. He 
is a criminal and civil case attorney in private 
practice, Boone.

RETIREMENTS: Donna Kennedy Webb, as 
math teacher in the Orange County School Sys-
tem, Hillsborough, after 31 years as an educator. 
James Brown, as director of student assess-
ment for Kannapolis City Schools, Kannapolis, 
after 30 years of service as an educator and 
administrator. John Carrickhoff, as trooper for 
the N.C. State Highway Patrol, Albemarle, after 
30 years in law enforcement service.
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This issue includes death notices received by the 
Donor Advancement Services Offi ce November 
18, 2002, through May 18, 2003.

’34 Katharine Harwell Johnson, 92, 
Richmond, VA, Feb. 26. Mary Launa 

Carender, 92, Banner Elk, April 8, retired teacher. 
Polly Bingham Thomas, 87, Boone, Nov. 21, 
retired teacher. Ruby Bray Canipe, 91, Elkin, 
Dec. 17, retired teacher.

’35 W. Guy Angell, 88, Boone, Jan 4., retired 
educator and administrator.

’36 Virginia B. Brown, 87, Greenville, April 
26, retired teacher.

’37 Wilbur C. Kiser, 90, Shelby, Oct. 18, 
retired educator.

’38 Isaac L. Wagner Jr., 87, Albemarle, May 
5, retired railway postal employee.

’39 Donna C. Jones, 86, Laurel Springs, 
March 6, retired teacher and supervisor. 

Margaret Wilson Hartley, 83, West Palm Beach, 
FL, Dec. 7. Mary Dew Smith, 89, Lillington, Nov. 
29. Naomi Steelman Swift, 86, Lenoir, Dec. 1.

’40 Iris Landis Morgan, 84, Charlotte, 
March 11, retired teacher.

’41 Francis B. Shore, 84, Kingsport, TN, 
Dec. 27, retired salesman from Lance 

Corporation. Mariam Bingham Smith, 83, 
Boone, March 16, retired teacher.

’42 Elizabeth Ellis Stone, 81, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, Dec. 23, retired teacher and 

principal.

’43 Belus V. Smawley, 85, Mooresville, 
April 24, retired educator; survived by 

wife, Joyce Seymour Smawley ’60. Helen 
Edmiston Yost, 80, Wilmington, Dec. 26. Mary 
Elizabeth Worsham Fowlkes, 80, Yanceyville, 
Nov. 20.

’44 Mae S. Tucker, 80, Mount Holly, Feb. 18, 
retired assistant director for main library 

services from Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public 
Library System.

’45 Louise Adams Sowell, 77, Maiden, Jan. 
7, retired teacher; survived by husband, 

Paul Sowell ’46.

’47 James L. "Lou" Joyce, 79, Bermuda 
Run, Dec. 27, retired department chief 

in human resources from Western Electric. Lloyd 
S. Isaacs Jr., 78, Raleigh, Jan. 13, retired vice 
president of fi nancial planning from Horace Mann 
Teachers Insurance Company.

’48 Benjamin G. Cole, 78, Forest City, 
Nov. 11, retired from Stonecutter Mills. 

Vera Carter McClure, 94, Asheville, March 29, 
retired teacher.

’49 Billie E. Bolinger, 94, Morganton, Dec. 
14, retired educator. D.B. Blalock Jr., 73, 

Kings Mountain, Aug. 3, retired educator.

’50 Gene I. Kirkpatrick, 78, Shelby, Feb. 
4, retired teacher and coach. Robert E. 

Chilton, 77, Mount Airy, Feb. 12, retired superin-
tendent of Mount Airy City Schools.

’51 John D. "Jack" Wilson Sr., 78, Forest 
City, March 21. M. L. "Gabe" Austell, 76, 

Kernersville, April 29.

’52 Willa Mae Whitson Newsome, 72, 
Mocksville, Feb. 12, retired teacher.

’53 Bessie Barringer Eudy, 71, New Lon-
don, Jan. 28, retired teacher. Earline 

Keaton Morris, 74, Old Fort, July 3, retired 
teacher.

’55 Nancy Dickerson Flinchum, 71, 
Winston-Salem, Nov. 28, retired teacher. 

William M. Irvin, 73, Concord, Dec. 3, retired 
superintendent of Concord City Schools.

’56 Joanne "Jo" Cordell Bock, 72, Newton, 
May 9, retired educator. Mary Dunn Har-

ding, 68, Laurinburg, Dec. 31, retired educator.

’57 C.D. Hendrick Jr., 72, Shelby, Oct. 29, 
retired from Fiber Industries and Fasco. 

Rena A. Robinson, 67, Creston, April 7, retired 
teacher.

’58 H. Burnette Hunt, 91, Lattimore, April 3, 
retired teacher.

’59 Cornelia Barker Yates, 65, Burlington, 
Jan. 20.

’60 William E. Fulcher, 71, Madison, March 
1, retired professor and owner and oper-

ator of Twin Ponds Farm and Nursery; survived by 
wife, Joan Beatty Fulcher ’60.

’61 Rachel Collins Robeson, 63, Charlotte, 
Nov. 30, retired from Social Security 

Administration.

In Memoriam
Matt Winn Williamson, political science 
professor, died June 6, 2003. He taught 
at Appalachian from 1971-1992, having 

directed the town administration, city/county 
manager’s (TACCM) program. A proponent 
of experiential learning, he developed and 
directed internship programs for TACCM 

and other academic areas. He also directed 
Appalachian’s veterans’ affairs offi ce. In 1986, 

he won the International City Management 
Association’s Stephen B. Sweeney Award for 

his contributions in preparing students for 
careers in local government management.

Sandboarding?

Send Us a Photo!
Traveling or working overseas? The Alumni Association 
wants a photo from wherever you “Take Yosef Around 
the World!” Above, Brad Sparks ’97 ’98, an accountant 

in Johannesburg, South Africa, sends this photo from his 
latest adventure—sandboarding, a favorite local pastime. 

Please send a picture of yourself for a new online 
scrapbook to become part of www.alumni.appstate.edu. 
And don’t forget to don some Appalachian wear! Send 
photos to alumni@appstate.edu or mail to McKinney 

Alumni Center, ASU Box 32015, Boone, NC 28608.
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“I am glad that I could make a contribution…. It is so easy to send a 
donation 7,000 miles away online and in an instant,” - Thomas Brown ’90, 
of Ernst & Young Global Financial Services Co., Ltd. in Tokyo. 

“Knowing that I can give easily online makes it more likely for me to give 
each year.” - Amy Mueller ’98, ’00, Watauga County teacher. 

The Convenience of Online Giving
Appalachian now accepts contributions through the Internet! 

Your tax-deductible gift, whether in support of academic or athletic 
excellence, supports teaching and learning opportunities 

at Appalachian and helps today’s Mountaineers.

www.give.appstate.edu
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NEW POSITIONS: Linda Mallin Frydl, library 
associate, adult services, Frederick County 
Public Library, Thurmont, MD. Michele Gilbert 
Myers, vice president, First Citizens Bank, 
Statesville.

BIRTHS: David and Janet Welsh Conrad, 
Natick, MA, a daughter, Victoria Lea, Nov. 9.

’85 AWARDS/HONORS: Edward 
Konopka, Black Mountain, member 

of the Hospitality and Tourism Advisory Council 
at Western Carolina University. Kenneth Kitts, 
selected the J. Lorin Mason Distinguished 
Professor at Francis Marion University. He is an 
associate professor of political science at Fran-
cis Marion University, Florence, SC. Mark White, 
Greensboro, appointed president of the N.C. 
Athletic Trainers Association. Marsha Carpen-
ter Burch, notary public designation from state 
of N.C. She is a sales administrator at Computer 
Associates, Charlotte.

NEW POSITIONS: Edward Konopka, 
culture and staff development manager, human 
resources, The Grove Park Inn Resort and Spa, 
Asheville. Kenneth Kitts, associate provost, 
Francis Marion University, Florence, SC. Robby 
Lowe, director of business development, Edifi ce, 
Inc., Charlotte.

BIRTHS: Chuck and Donna Mitchell Sim-
mons, Raleigh, a son, Charles Mitchell “Mitch,” 
March 8.

’86 AWARDS/HONORS: Jayne Knotts 
Smith, Lenoir, named Caldwell County 

Home Builder of the Year. Kelly Hastings, 
graduated from inaugural class of Leadership 
N.C. Association of Realtors and also attained 
the Graduate Realtor Institute designation. He is 
a self-employed realtor, Shelby.

NEW POSITIONS: Jayne Knotts Smith, 
owner, Apple Creek Homes, Inc., Lenoir.

BIRTHS: Ginger and David Rockett, Hickory, a 
daughter, Taylor Danae, Feb. 9. J. Wiley and Bev-
erly Barger Bullock, Wake Forest, a daughter, 
Malinda Jeanette, July 8. Jay and Tammy Smith 
Floyd, Burlington, a daughter, Kacy Lee, Jan. 9.

’87 NEW POSITIONS: William Vickers 
Jr., senior vice president and director 

of business risk management, Wachovia Bank 
Retail Credit Operations and Services, Winston-
Salem.

BIRTHS: Ruth and W. Lane Bailey, Rural Hall, a 
daughter, Katherine Grace, Dec. 29.

’88 15th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

NEW POSITIONS: Dana Frye, president/
owner, Frye Consulting LLC, Winter Springs, FL.

WEDDINGS: Jennifer Brower and Patrick 
McMakin, Charlotte, Nov. 23. Marni Kaufman 
and Marc Setless, Charlotte, Dec. 28. Sean 
Hight and Ginger Pope, Hickory, Sept. 7.

BIRTHS: Chris and Anne Berces Garland 
’87, Greensboro, a daughter, Kristen Anne, 

June 14. Joseph and Cary Anne Wolf Melton, 
Huntersville, a daughter, Jenna Hamrick, Feb. 
6. Mike and Iris Rabb Lawing, Marion, a 
son, Isaac Whitley Hoke, Jan. 31. Robert and 
Susan Vason Harris, Columbia, SC, a son, 
Robert Thomas, Sept. 5. Cindy and Milton Kern, 
Winston-Salem, a son, Alexander Milton, Oct. 
17. Jodi and Richard Hill Jr., Charlotte, a son, 
Cameron Phillips, Nov. 5. Toni and Sam Callan, 
Colorado Springs, CO, a daughter, Josephine 
Sloane, Dec. 29.

’89 AWARDS/HONORS: Stan Latta, 
Cary, honored with one of Triangle Busi-

ness Journal’s 40-Under-40 Awards.

DEGREES: Joseph Turk, Garner, doctor of 
veterinary medicine, N.C. State University.

NEW POSITIONS: Blair Robertson Mickel, 
manager, fi nancial planning and analysis, Tiffany 
and Company, Parsippany, NJ. Kent Shelton, 
head golf professional, Hound Ears Club, Blow-
ing Rock. Liza Craven Gallagher, director, 
strategic consulting and analysis, Synovate, Inc., 
Cincinnati, OH. Scott Hildebran, town manager, 
Town of Blowing Rock. Steven McBride, owner, 
Steven McBride Photography, Inc., Asheville. 
Thomas Smith, regional business banking 
manager/vice president for Georgia/Alabama, 
BB&T, Duluth, GA.

WEDDINGS: Al Kramer and Sarah Deaton, 
Garner, Nov. 2. Kimberly Chambers and Chris-
topher Gooch, Oxford, Sept. 28. Scott Hildeb-
ran and Wendy Mann, Blowing Rock, Dec. 14.

BIRTHS: Greg and Elaine Hedrick Jenkins 
’91, Raleigh, a daughter, Claire Elise, Dec. 23. 
Scott and Melissa Moore Knotts ’88, Kannapo-
lis, a son, Thomas Scott, March 3. Scott and 
Tracy Williard Cardwell ’92, King, a son, John 
Cole, Feb. 8. Brian and Liza Craven Gallagher, 
Cincinnati, OH, a son, Conor Paul, Jan. 31. Gara 
and Chris Craven, Mableton, GA, a daughter, 
McKenna Brooke, Oct. 12. Josh and Lisa Lutes 
Bobbitt, Greensboro, a son, Coleman Wood, 
Sept. 27. Kelly and Jeff Behmer, Hudson, a 
daughter, Kennedy Grace, Jan. 21. Todd and 
Sharron Brown Champion, Franklinton, a son, 
Adam Tyler, Jan. 9.

RETIREMENTS: Eric Erikson, from Hyperion 
Solutions, Vancouver, WA.

’90 AWARDS/HONORS: Marvin Dick-
erson, Simpsonville, SC, Six Sigma 

GreenBelt certifi cation. He also received the 
Innovation Award at Tire Centers, LLC.

DEGREES: Marvin Dickerson, Simpsonville, 
SC, MA computer resources and information 
management, Webster University.

NEW POSITIONS: Dana Boger Wolfi ngton, 
trusts and estates paralegal, Womble Carlyle 
Sandridge & Rice, PLLC, Winston-Salem. Denise 
Laverty Allen, patent examiner, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Offi ce, Arlington, VA. 

WEDDINGS: Diana Simpson and George 
Feaver, Mahopac, NY, Sept. 7.

’62 Earl W. Mommsen, 88, Miami Springs, 
FL, Feb. 3. Mary Jo Eller Jones, 95, 

Asheville, Dec. 6, retired teacher. Ruth C. Kiser, 
73, Concord, March 12, retired teacher.

’64 Dennis F. Craig, 65, Hickory, Dec. 12, 
retired furniture executive. Jimmy C. 

Strange Jr., 61, Sumter, SC, Nov. 23. R. Gerald 
Andrews, 63, Lumberton, Dec. 14, retired 
principal; survived by wife, Barbara Knight 
Andrews ’66.

’65 Joe C. Hathcock Sr., 67, Charlotte, 
May 9, retired principal; survived by wife, 

Lutecia Talbert Hathcock ’65. Sandra Doub 
Shore, 59, Tobaccoville, Nov. 2, retired teacher.

’66 Michael K. Holt, 58, Raleigh, July 28.

’68 Emory M. Carpenter, 84, Hickory, Jan. 
19, retired educator and administrator. 

Robert L. "Bob" Tickle, 63, Albemarle, March 5, 
sales representative at Uwharrie Point.

’69 Julia Anna Rhyne, 59, Morganton, Jan. 
3, retired teacher; survived by husband, 

John Rhyne ’70.

’70 H. Pittman Floyd Jr., 54, Salisbury, 
Feb. 15.

’71 Evelyn Trivett Biggs, 53, Stuart, VA, Feb. 
8, teacher at Spencer-Penn Elementary 

School; survived by husband, E. G. Biggs ’71. 
Marsha E. Hargrave, 53, Knoxville, TN, Dec. 
21, cost accountant at Lockheed Martin Energy 
Systems.

’72 Jo Ann Knecht Bailey, 67, Sugar Grove, 
Nov. 17, retired teacher; survived by 

husband, William Bailey ’72. Wade L. Duncan, 
67, Granite Falls, Nov. 26, retired barber, former 
minister and real estate broker.

’73 Catherine Ball Abernathy, 75, Maiden, 
March 21, retired educator. Pamela 

Crabtree Wilson, 51, Charlotte, Dec. 24, teacher 
at Providence Day School; survived by husband, 
Steve Wilson ’73. Terry C. Lowrance, 51, 
Roxboro, Nov. 24, assistant dean and head of 
department of business technologies at Durham 
Technical Community College.

’74 Garry M. Church, 52, Wake Forest, April 
17, owner of Performance Sales, Inc. 

James M. "Jim" Carey Jr., 56, Catawba, April 12, 
radio engineer with the N.C. State Highway Patrol; 
survived by wife, Kathryn Ledbetter Carey ’72.

’75 Michael M. Petersen, 50, Charlotte, 
Feb. 25, fi eld technician and safety offi cer 

for SETA-AC Testing.

’76 E. Ray Scott, 68, Lowgap, March 17, 
retired teacher.

’77 Carol Caviness Hayes, 63, Salisbury, 
March 5, retired teacher. Helen Safrit 

Lackey, 82, Charlotte, Dec. 1, retired teacher. 
Jane Caviness Alderson, 59, Sanford, Dec. 
22, director of continuing education at Central 
Carolina Community College. Margaret M. "Rie" 
Heilman, 46, Spencer, March 30, fi nance man-
ager at Wall Rope, Inc. Mary Kay Smith West, 62, 
Calabash, March 7, retired educator.

’81 Carey D. Corder, 43, Jamestown, Feb. 
27, corporate pilot for Dick's Broadcast-

ing and Ellason Company. David B. Poole, 45, 
Raleigh, Feb. 15, employee of N.C. State Univer-
sity. Don C. Rodgers, 66, Matthews, March 14.

’83 Elizabeth Johnson Lightfoot, 61, 
Boone, March 7, reading specialist and 

teacher.

’84 Ted W. Mabe Jr., 46, Morganton, 
March 3.

’90 Inman P. Crutchfi eld, 36, Jacksonville, 
FL, Jan. 26. Thomas R. Perryman, 50, 

Abingdon, VA, March 28, curator of exhibits/
assistant director at Hickory Museum of Art 
and curator of arts at William King Regional Arts 
Center.

’93 John Boll, 55, Asheville, April 30, building 
contractor.

’98 R. Joy Stanley, 26, Fayetteville, April 11.

’00 Donna Reid Greer, 53, Todd, March 7, 
owner and operator of Bella Donna Art; 

survived by husband, Glenn Greer ’90.

’01 Todd E. Puckett, 25, Durham, Dec. 6, 
surveyor for D.C.M. Erectors.

In Memoriam
Nicholas Erneston, professor emeritus of 

music, died June 1, 2003. A violinist, he joined 
Appalachian’s music department in 1948 

and continued teaching until his retirement 
in 1992. He was appointed the fi rst dean of 

the College of Fine and Applied Arts in 1968. 
He was a member of the Winston-Salem 

Symphony Orchestra, the Hickory Symphony 
Orchestra and the Roanoke (Virginia) 

Symphony Orchestra, serving as assistant 
concert master and appearing as a soloist. 

He was a member and past president of 
the North Carolina Orchestra Association 

and a member of the North Carolina Music 
Education Association.

Class Notes and Alumni News
M. Hood Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year 
Award. She is an accoun-
tancy professor at the 

University of Mississippi, University, MS.

NEW POSITIONS: Ed Strabel, Army JROTC 
and adventure education instructor and ski 
coach, Colony High School, Palmer, AK. Greg 
Ball, executive director, Community Blood Cen-
ter of the Carolinas, Charlotte. Tommy Brendel, 
owner, The Pin Peddlers, Inc., Roaring Gap.

WEDDINGS: David Davis and Sandra 
Thomas, Durham, Dec. 28.

’76 AWARDS/HONORS: Margaret 
Arthur Warf received national board 

certifi cation in the area of library media. She 
is a media coordinator at Moss Street School, 
Reidsville. Martha McNeill Sanders received 
national board certifi ed teacher in early child-
hood education. She is a teacher at Bennettsville 
Primary School, Bennettsville, SC.

DEGREES: David DeHart, master of library and 
information studies, UNC Greensboro. He is a 
library technical assistant at Appalachian State 
University, Boone. 

NEW POSITIONS: Alan Roberson, chief of 
staff, coalition task force 82, U. S. Army, Bagram, 
Afghanistan.

’77 AWARDS/HONORS: Vickie 
Hawkins, honored by The Georgia 

Housing Offi cer’s Association by naming an 
annual best new housing professional in Georgia 
award the Vickie Hawkins Outstanding New 
Housing Professional Award. She is the director 
of university housing at Georgia Southern Uni-
versity, Statesboro, GA. 

NEW POSITIONS: Larry Harris, formed 
accounting practice, Skidmore, Harris & Burling-
ham, PA, Asheville.

’78 25th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

AWARDS/HONORS: David Blust, Boone, 
won a four-year term as a Watauga County 
Commissioner. 

NEW POSITIONS: Larry South, owner, 
Sounds of the South DJ Service, Hillsville, VA.

BIRTHS: Chris Copetas and Rick Corn, Lutz, 
FL, a daughter, Alexandra Jameson, Nov. 20. 
Sheila and Larry South, Hillsville, VA, a daugh-
ter, Mallory Marie, July 11.

’79 AWARDS/HONORS: Brenda Gant 
Waters, Taylorsville, Alexander Central 

High School Teacher of the Year and Alexander 
County Wachovia/ First Union Educator of the 
Year. Charlotte Kelso received national board 
certifi cation in early adolescence through young 
adulthood/physical education. She is a teacher 

at Swanson Middle School, Arlington, VA. 
George Irby, honored in “Who’s Who Among 
America’s Teachers.” He was also certifi ed nomi-
nator for the National Youth Leadership Forum. 
He is a teacher at Killian High School, Miami, FL.

DEGREES: Teresa Morris Walker, Burlington, 
MBA, Elon University.

NEW POSITIONS: Jeffrey Johns, director 
of strategic leadership, U.S. Army War College, 
Carlisle, PA.

’80 AWARDS/HONORS: Donna Sharpe 
Fiori, Lewisville, selected by Graham 

and Boles Properties board of directors as a 
new shareholder and will serve the company in 
an advisory capacity. 

DEGREES: Johnny Wong, Gastonia, MS in 
engineering and technology and management, 
Oklahoma State University.

NEW POSITIONS: Laura Nelson Blalock, 
executive vice president of human resources, 
First Charter, Charlotte.

’81 AWARDS/HONORS: Danny Medlin, 
named to board of directors for First 

Citizens Bank in Benson. He is president of Med-
lin Dorman, Inc., Benson.

NEW POSITIONS: Robin Philbeck Tillotson, 
science department chairperson, Peachtree 
Ridge High School, Duluth, GA.

’82 AWARDS/HONORS: Carla Bullard 
Council, Fayetteville, Cumberland 

County Mental Health Center Volunteer of the 
Year. Robert Gandy, named as Cape Fear 
Council of Governments Region “O” Local 
Government Manager of the Year. He is the 
city manager of Southport. Teresa Sharkany 
Matheson, national board certifi ed teacher 
early childhood through young adulthood/library 
media. She is a media specialist at Union 
Elementary School, Wingate.

DEGREES: Barry Baker, Marietta, GA, MBA, 
Georgia State University. 

NEW POSITIONS: Craig Mundy, professor 
teaching business communication, master of 
business program, Wingate University, Wingate. 
Dan McConnell, regional marketing manager, 
Kmart/Meijer Team, Colgate-Palmolive Com-
pany, Troy, MI. David Chesser, commander, 
458th Engineer Combat Battalion, U.S. Army.

’83 20th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

AWARDS/HONORS: Abby Morgan Morton, 
nationally board certifi ed teacher. She is a 
fi fth grade teacher at Oak Ridge Elementary 
School, Oak Ridge. David Heesacker, currently 
assigned to Combined Joint Task Force-Horn 
of Africa. He is a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Roslyn Howard received the Uni-
versity Advancement Outstanding Performance 
Award from Appalachian State University’s Offi ce 
of University Advancement. She is a communica-
tion specialist in the offi ce of public affairs, Appa-
lachian State University, Boone. Scott Zum-
bach, named National Account Sales Executive 
of Year. He is a sales/account representative at 
Forethought Financial Services, Batesville, IN. 
Sharon Weaver Jones received the largest 
number of votes in an election sponsored by 
Omega Chapter of Gamma Iota Sigma insurance 
fraternity for Outstanding Professor in the Jen-

nings A. Jones College of Business at 
Middle Tennessee State University. 
She is an instructor of management 
and marketing at Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro.

DEGREES: Emma Coley Hair, 
Greensboro, doctor of philosophy, 
curriculum and teaching, UNC Greens-
boro. 

NEW POSITIONS: Jerry Katz, accounting 
manager, Next, Inc., Chattanooga, TN. 

WEDDINGS: Paul Whippo and Claudia Boe-
hler, Oct. 30.

BIRTHS: Brian and Lynn Shelton-Hay, Char-
lotte, a son, Christopher William, March 30.

’84 AWARDS/HONORS: Kyle Huff-
man, Salisbury, elected as a board 

of education member for the Rowan-Salisbury 
School System. Stephen Dubner, New York, 
NY, new book titled Confessions of a Hero-
Worshiper being published by William Morrow/
HarperCollins.
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Class Notes and Alumni News
BIRTHS: David and 
Kimberly Smith Greene, 
Kannapolis, a daughter, 
Kaylee Hope, Dec. 16. 
Jeffrey and Amanda 

Fox Arney ’89, Browns Summit, a son, Justin 
Elijah, Feb. 28. Kirk and Kim Madar Sherrill ’91, 
Charlotte, a daughter, Anna Paige, Feb. 3. Mike 
and Leslie Holshouser Wright ’91, Salisbury, 
a son, Cooper Benfield, Sept. 19. George and 
Diana Simpson Feaver, Mahopac, NY, a son, 

Charles David, May 7. Prae and Crickett Riddle 
Modur, Louisville, KY, a daughter, Sara Malathi, 
Feb. 10. Vickie and Brad Hall, Raleigh, a daugh-
ter, Sophia Grace, Aug. 30.

’91 AWARDS/HONORS: William Black-
well, achieved Specialist Industrial and 

Office Real Estate designation awarded by the 
Society of Industrial and Office Realtors. He is an 
SIOR at Samet Properties, Greensboro.

DEGREES: Brad Baker, MBA, ETSU. He is a 

financial consultant at Edward Jones, Bristol, 
TN. Jeff Church, doctorate of education in 
educational leadership and policy analysis, East 
Tennessee State University. He is a technology 
consultant and faculty trainer with instructional 
computing services at Appalachian State Uni-
versity, Boone. 

NEW POSITIONS: Darrell Parlier, rehabilita-
tion therapist, Foothills Area Programs, Hickory. 
Dawn Cloninger Abernathy, director of admin-

istration and finance, Hickory Park Furniture 
Galleries, Hickory. Richard Huffine, director, 
national library network, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Washington, DC. Shawn 
O’Neal, parochial vicar-associate pastor, Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, Salisbury. Steven 
Blalock, market executive, First Citizens Bank, 
Raleigh. Steven Fishback, academic technol-
ogy and network group computer programming, 
UNC-Chapel Hill. 

WEDDINGS: Wendy Laedlein and Brian 
Beauchemin, Charlotte, Oct. 19.

BIRTHS: Jon and Anna Kent Blackwelder 
’90, Charlotte, a daughter, Rebekah Marie, Oct. 
13. Tony and Kim Telfair Harmon ’93, Raleigh, 
a son, Benjamin Miles, Dec. 15. Amy and Ken-
neth Boyer, Forsyth, GA, a daughter, Sarah 
Grace, Feb. 19. Don and Janet Heffner Wright, 
McLeansville, a daughter, Virginia Mae, March 
6. John and Joni Bastable Doyle, Minnetonka, 
MN, a daughter, Bridget Grace, Jan. 10. Steve 
and Kathy Beasley Falkner, Henderson, a 
daughter, Alyssa Brooke, Nov. 28. Wayne and 
Susan Satterfield Palmer, Goldsboro, a daugh-
ter, Alaina Paige, Feb. 25.

’92 AWARDS/HONORS: George Dixon, 
Bluffton, SC, chosen to referee high 

school wrestling State Individual Tournaments 
for Georgia and South Carolina. He was also 
nominated and picked to officiate the NHSCA 
Senior National Wrestling Tournament in Ohio.

DEGREES: Amanda Gunn, Greensboro, 
doctor of philosophy, curriculum and teaching, 
UNC-Greensboro.

NEW POSITIONS: Donna Gregg Hench, 
senior vice president, Lexington State Bank, Lex-
ington. Eric Davis, town manager, China Grove. 
Jason Prescott, owner, C. Eugene Prescott, 
CPA, PA, Greenville. Jeff Cox, assistant super-
intendent of curriculum and instruction, Lee 
County Schools, Sanford. Lisa Isom Gorenflo, 
marketing and business development coordina-
tor, Dixon Odom, PLLC, West End. Lisa Mac-
Caskill Davis, child support enforcement agent, 
N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Child Support, Charlotte. Robert Carmer, 
director of finance, Firm Logic, Winston-Salem. 
Susan Sanzari, sales and marketing, Bonitz 
Contracting Company, Charlotte. Todd Holden, 
assistant principal, Iredell-Statesville Schools, 
West Iredell High School, Statesville. 

WEDDINGS: Kevin Fox and Jennifer Robbins, 
Winston-Salem, Oct. 5. Marsha Stiles and Craig 
Pasley, Matthews, Nov. 2. Todd Smith and Cath-
erine Metheney, Winston-Salem, Nov. 9.

BIRTHS: Brad and Leslie Chandler LaRue 
’91, Greenville, SC, twins: a son, Van James; 
a daughter, Lander Anne; Dec. 12. Eric and 
Lisa MacCaskill Davis, Salisbury, a son, Ian 
William, Oct. 15. Jody and Lisa Smith Bullard, 
Kernersville, a daughter, Kaitlyn Elisabeth, June 
26. Stephen and Renee Adams Snipes ’89, 
Concord, a son, Harris William, Jan. 5. Bob 
and Susan Inge Vandergrift, Monroe, a son, 

Jonathan Michael, Oct. 3. Brandon and Michelle 
Smith Arthurs, Wilmington, a daughter, Delaney 
Marie, Aug. 7. Christopher and Susan Hamlett 
Spruill, Raleigh, a son, Elijah Ransom, Oct. 17. 
Jeff and Sondra Watts Sapp, King, a daughter, 
Rhyan Elizabeth, July 31. Neal and DeAnna 
King McCann, Indian Trail, a son, Patrick Neal, 
Feb. 14. Scott and Christa Knight Dettman, 
Riverside, CA, fraternal twin sons, Garrett Lee 
and Jason Scott, Dec. 14.

’93 10th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

AWARDS/HONORS: Anita Pennell DeChellis 
and Dan DeChellis, Easton, PA, released two 
new CD’s titled 1-8 in 1 by The Focus Quintet 
and Red Room by Chainworks. Stephanie 
D’Alessandro Hoffman, Charlotte, serving on 
the Gateway Village YMCA Board of Managers.

DEGREES: Beth Carroll, Todd, doctor of 
philosophy, English, UNC Greensboro. Carrie 
Smith Washington, Gastonia, doctor of educa-
tion, East Tennessee State University. Colette 
Pumphrey, Washington, DC, juris doctor, cum 
laude, George Mason University School of Law. 
Joseph Cole Jr., Cerro Gordo, associate in 
nursing, Southeastern Community College.

NEW POSITIONS: Brad Lovin, assistant 
executive director, N.C. Manufactured Housing 
Institute, Raleigh. Brian Morgan, manufactur-
ing engineer, Implant Innovations, Inc. 3i, Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL. Colette Pumphrey, judicial 
law clerk, Arlington Circuit Court, Arlington, VA. 
Joseph Cole Jr., registered nurse, Southeast-
ern Regional Medical Center, Lumberton. Mark 
Dutton, master officer, enforcement division, 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, Raleigh. 
Melanie Cornelison Perron, artistic director, 
Andy Griffith Playhouse, Mount Airy. Tiersa 
Twiggs Morrow, vice president, sales and mar-
keting administration, Moretz, Inc., Newton. 

BIRTHS: Alan and Deann Caudle Anderson 
’94, Rockingham, a daughter, Georgia Grace, 
Oct. 6. Christopher and Susan Whitaker 
Lankford ’94, Salisbury, a son, Thaddaeus 
Reid, Nov. 10. Greg and Julie Smith Goforth, 
Macon, GA, a daughter, Caroline Ruth, Nov. 14. 
Stephen and Kim Parks Moore, Greensboro, 
a daughter, Amelia Monroe, Feb. 15. Bill and 
Paula Buckwell Hilton, Charlotte, a daughter, 
Addison Grace, May 2. David and Sharon 
Strom Frye, Indian Trail, twins: a son, Joshua 
Preston; a daughter, Katelyn Margaret; Feb. 2. 
Ethan and Heather Hustad Wurtzel, Decatur, 
GA, a son, Olle Moshe, Oct. 10. Gregory and 
Lori Franklin Bates, Mocksville, a son, Gregory 
Everett, Jan. 15. Jason and Mandy Lineback 
Gritzner, Susanville, CA, a daughter, Maya Rose, 
Feb. 16. Jeff and Carol Lee Carstensen, Coco-
nut Creek, FL, a daughter, Hannah Claris, July 29. 
Lam and Cynthia Sebastian Chu, Wake Forest, 
a son, Adam Sebastian, Jan. 5. Maggie and 
Mark Dutton, Scotland Neck, a son, Colin Poole, 
Feb. 3. Thad and Shawn Wise Duncan, Clayton, 
a son, William Thad, Dec. 5.

’94 AWARDS/HONORS: Carl Ward, 
Great Mills, MD, awarded the Navy and 

Marine Corps Commendation Medal. Karyn 
Walz, Washington, DC, participated in the 
National AIDS Marathon program raising money 
for the Whitman-Walker Clinic and completed 
the 27th Annual Marine Corps Marathon.

NEW POSITIONS: Ben Bowman, senior 
claims representative, Key Risk Management 
Services, Raleigh. Dawne Houck Cloninger, 
realtor, Coldwell Banker United, Columbia, SC. 
Scott Taylor, senior vice president, BB&T, 
Martinsville, VA. Tara Young Sund, physician 
services director, Haywood Regional Medical 
Center, Clyde. Tom Nerad, senior process 
design consultant, small business banking, Bank 
of America, Charlotte. Travis Smith, magistrate, 
Harnett County, Lillington.

WEDDINGS: Jason Stanley and Michelle 
Bridges, May 11. Joshua Weaver and Amy 
Rooney, Kernersville, Oct. 5. Lori Leonard and 
Andrew Starling, Winston-Salem, Nov. 30. 
Marta Hughes and Joseph Franklin, Morgan-
ton, Nov. 2. Shawn Corey and Diana Feimster, 
Mooresville, Sept. 7.

BIRTHS: Allen and Jennifer 
Zofnas White, King, a 
son, Alec Samuel, April 

5. John and Donna Pearson Hart ’96, Char-
lotte, a son, Robert Michael, Jan. 4. Justin and 
Quinn Furman Fletcher, Bellevue, WA, a son, 
Patrick Quinn, Oct. 11. Scott and Deanna Hall 
Lampe ’96, Charlotte, a son, Ryan Young, July 2. 
Carey and Tom Nerad, Charlotte, a son, Logan 
Zachary, July 31. Chris and Shannon Fleshood 
Myers, Greensboro, a daughter, Halee Anne, 
Sept. 7. Eric and Jodi Lambdin Devine, Bowl-
ing Green, OH, a son, Jackson Matthew, Dec. 
27. Gina and Phil McCarn, Greensboro, a son, 
Philip Davidson, Jan. 10. Heather and Blake 
Jurgensen, Chester, VA, a son, Braydon Louis, 
Feb. 21. James and Kimberly McWhorter 
Flack, Indian Trail, a son, Grayson Alexander, 
Dec. 7. Lori and Tom Volpe, New Fairfield, CT, 
a daughter, Ella Vincenza, Nov. 16. Suzanne 
and Ben Bowman, Raleigh, a daughter, Leah 
Catherine, June 30.

’95 AWARDS/HONORS: Dana Lipp 
Peele, Charlotte, received national 

board certification for teaching in early/middle 
childhood art. Jodi Talley Hearn, Denton, 
achieved national board certification in 
adolescent/young adult English language arts.

DEGREES: Angela Horton Gilleland, 
Alpharetta, GA, master’s in history, Geor-

gia State University. Audra Baucom 

Lending a Helping Hand

On Annette Island off the Alaskan coast, a joint 
task force of soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 
are building a fourteen-mile road to help the 
Metakatla Indian Community travel more safely to 
Ketchikan, Alaska, for work and medical care. The 
community currently relies on a once-a-week ferry 
over rough waters. Three Appalachian State University alumni are responsible for planning, conducting 
and executing joint military training for the annual deployment of more than 1,700 multi-service active 
and reserve components associated with the project, called Operation Alaska Road. Under-Secretary of 
Defense for Reserve Affairs Thomas F. Hall recently visited the site. Pictured with Hall, far left, are Lt. 
Col. Robin Walker Norby ’82 of Alaska Army National Guard; U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Lt. Col. Donald 
Jim ’81, executive officer/JTF Alaskan Road; and Maj. Ralph Foust ’89, N.C. Army National Guard, 
Operations Officer.  

Brooke Gregory ’02 was named Most Outstanding ACT Alum by Appalachian’s 
volunteer and service-learning clearinghouse, Appalachian and the Community 
Together (ACT). An employee of Cracker Barrel in Elkin, Gregory combines her 
job with volunteering. She and her coworkers collected food for their local food 
pantry, and clothes and household items for a family that lost their home to fire. 
She also organized a February food drive at work, called The Barrel of Love, 
commemorating Valentine’s Day and the spirit of giving. 

The Mecklenburg County Alumni Chap-
ter was among alumni groups to 
“Spring into Action” in May by perform-
ing community service. Kim Williams 
’90 and Regina Jones ’93, pictured be-
low, were among members who planted 
shrubbery at Thomasboro Elementary 
School. The Triangle Chapter spread 
mulch for 
a sculpture 
garden at the 
N.C. Museum 
of Art for their 

To order merchandise 
visit us online at 

www.alumni.appstate.edu
Call 828-262-2038 or

stop by McKinney  Alumni Center

Ellis, Lincolnton, master’s in counseling, Gardner-
Webb University. George Brown III, Bamberg, 
Germany, master of arts in business and organiza-
tional security management, Webster University. 
Heather Fox Shook, Albemarle, master’s in child 
and family studies, early education, UNC Charlotte. 

NEW POSITIONS: Jeremy Willard, agency 
manager, Stokes County, Farm Bureau Insurance, 
King. Shane Cook, real estate, Traditional Proper-
ties LLC, Valdese. Shawn Dillon Miller, director 
of development, College of Fine and Applied Arts, 
Appalachian State University, Boone.

WEDDINGS: Jeremy Willard and Amy 
O’Connell, King, Oct. 19. Leslie Brown and Luke 
Barger, Granite Falls, Aug. 24.

BIRTHS: Brian and Kristine Fulstone Shal-
lenberger ’94, Clyde, a daughter, Taylor Ann, Dec. 
19. Brian and Laura Heavlin Cone ’96, Concord, 
a son, Joshua Owen, March 2. David and Tamara 
Schwane Coble ’94, Marietta, GA, a son, Joseph 
Alan, Feb. 25. G. David and Deborah Hauser 
Waechter, Lenoir, a daughter, Rhoda Madeline, 
July 14. Joey and Michelle Cozart Davis, Rock-
ingham, a son, Thomas Andrew, May 3. Kirk and 
Shannon Caldwell Dean, Raleigh, a son, Owen 
Ellis, Oct. 28. Patrick and Jennifer Barnes-Sloan, 
Raleigh, a son, Gryphon Hughes, April 21. Sam 
and Laura Hobbs Shirey, Charlotte, a daughter, 
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The game was close – so close, in fact, some still 
dispute the winner. In the stop-and-start confusion 

of referees’ whistles and time clock resets, the U.S. and Soviet 
Olympic basketball teams played the last three seconds of 
1972’s fi nal game three times before they fi nished. In the end, 
the Soviets took the gold medal and the U.S., who had started 
out winners, protested their loss by refusing the silver. 

Tee Haithcock ’57 ’63, watching the competition on television 
with a room full of Americans, was bitterly disappointed. 
“We just felt like we were cheated,” he remembers. If the 
ref’s whistle had stopped the game clock the first time it was 
blown, the U.S. might have won. “We needed to eliminate the 
human element,” thought Haithcock, blaming the confusion 
on the inability of referees to distinguish exact timing in a 
gymnasium full of crowd noise and movement and distraction. 

By the late 1970s, Haithcock had worked out a solution. 
As an amateur inventor, he and electronics expert Clint 
Westbrook spent hours testing his idea in a gymnasium, until 
finally they created the whistle-stop timer, a clock-stopping 
game whistle. When Haithcock contacted Dean Smith – the 
well-known Carolina coach so good at squeezing plenty of 
play out of a few seconds  – Smith liked the idea, and used the 
prototype in the Blue and White preseason game. Later, the 
device was used in the Southern, Pacific Coast, Southeastern, 
and Atlantic Coast Conferences. Today, a newer version 
is used in the National Basketball Association, and in May 
Haithcock took his place in the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame as the inventor of a game-changing device.

A teacher by trade – he taught for years in Gaston County 
schools –  Haithcock admits his inspiration for the timer may 
have been the 1972 Olympics, but his passion comes from 
a lifelong love affair with basketball. He played for Elise High 
School in Robbins, North Carolina, where he met “two great 
coaches who graduated from Appalachian,” the late Lloyd 
Isaacs and the late Glen Causey. Haithcock went on to play 
for Appalachian State Teachers College from 1952 to 1956, 
with the late Coach Francis Hoover, and he was assistant 
coach to Bob Light in 1961. (Haithcock earned his BS in math 
and social studies and his MA in administration with a minor 
in physical education.) He even met his wife, Faye Garrison 
Haithcock ’61, through basketball: She played a high school 
tournament while he coached one of the opposing teams, 
and they re-met when she was a student at Appalachian and 
he was an assistant coach. They’ve been married more than 
forty-two years, and both their children played basketball 
through high school. Son Stan played at Sheraton Junior 
College in Wyoming and at the University of Central Florida.

Haithcock, now retired in St. Augustine, Florida, doesn’t 
play ball anymore, except on the tennis court. But he honors 
its tradition with a framed photo of his whistle-stop timer, 
along with copies of a letter from Dean Smith and another 
from the Hall of Fame assuring him his invention will be 
part of the “History of the Game” exhibit at its Springfield, 
Massachusetts, facility. “Usually in the Hall of Fame, you’re 
either a player or a coach,” says Haithcock, who was both. 
“Since I wasn’t a good enough player or a good enough coach 
to make it . . . I improved the game.”

–Virginia Myers Kelly ’82

Basketball lovers Tee ’57 and 
Faye ’61 Haithcock. Inset, Tee’s 
whistle-stop timer.
Photo credit: Krystal Radlinski

Hoop-Hoop 
Hurray!
Coach’s game-improving 
invention lands him in the 
Hall of Fame

Sarah Loftin, Jan. 21.

’96 DEGREES: 
James Paulson, 

Chesapeake, VA, doctor 
of philosophy, psychol-

ogy, UNC Greensboro. Kinney Slover Bloomer, 
Apex, master’s in reading education, University 
of Pittsburgh. Melissa Rudisill Frye, Catawba, 
MA in elementary education, Appalachian State 
University, Boone. Paul Roof, PhD in sociology, 
University of South Carolina. He is a visiting 
assistant professor in the sociology and anthro-
pology department at the College of Charleston, 
Charleston, SC. Russell Yelton, MBA, Western 
Carolina University. He is chief executive offi cer 
at Sharp Solutions Computer Services, Inc., 
Arden. Terri Robinson Gore, MBA, Gardner-
Webb University. She is an administrator at Brian 
Center Health and Retirement, Winston-Salem.

NEW POSITIONS: Kip Dennis, narcotics 
detective, Moore County Sheriff’s Department, 
Carthage. Steve Dettbarn, business develop-
ment executive, QC Data, Inc., Atlanta, GA. 

WEDDINGS: Brian Smith and Julie Thorp, 
Arlington, VA, Oct. 26. Karen Port and Scott 
Clagett, Wake Forest, April 5. Kinney Slover and 
Scott Bloomer, Raleigh, Oct. 5. Rebecca Ste-
vens and Thomas Gale ’92, Charlotte, Sept. 21. 
Sherri Howard and Jason Stabel, Mooresville, 
Sept. 21. Terri Robinson and Donald Gore Jr., 
Winston-Salem, Oct. 12.

BIRTHS: Jason and Dana Webber Kincaid 
’95, Louisburg, a son, Danson Brian, March 14. 
Rob and Heather Riley Ellenburg ’98, Charlotte, 
a son, Tyler, Nov. 22. Stephen and Stephanie 
Dingman Keaney, Greensboro, a son, Reilly 
Emerson, Dec. 18. Thomas and Rebecca Wise 
Rogers ’97, Shallotte, a son, Jackson Ellis, Oct. 
22. James and Melissa Rudisill Frye, Catawba, 
a daughter, Bailey Elizabeth, Aug. 26. Jonathan 
and H. Joy Wancowicz-Tapley, Irmo, SC, a 
daughter, Megan Joy, Sept. 27. Mike and Amy 
Miller Cave, Raleigh, a daughter, Logan Mikayla, 
June 24. R.T. and Laci Miller Wargo, Wellington, 
FL, a daughter, Sydney Ella, March 3. William 
and Shanna Weigman Coles, Durham, a son, 
Cameron Michael, March 15.

’97 DEGREES: Robin Moorman, Char-
lotte, master’s of healthcare administra-

tion, UNC Charlotte.

NEW POSITIONS: Couby Stilwell, patrol 
sergeant, Lenoir Police Department, Lenoir. Eric 
Clonch, assistant vice president, BB&T, Ashe-
ville. Jonathan Hudson, account manager for 
GlaxoSmithKline, Beyond Interactive, Research 
Triangle Park. MaryScot Vincent, fi fth grade 
teacher, Bechtel Elementary School, Camp 
McTureous Marine Base, Okinawa, JA.

WEDDINGS: Allison Rowell and James 
Wightman, Concord, Sept. 7. Brian Jones and 
Shannon Mages, Manhattan, KS, Aug. 3. Brooks 
Gurley and Trent Busby, Charlotte, April 26. 
Christopher Smith and Leah Foster, Indian 
Trail, Aug. 24. David Lineberry and Alyson Hall, 
Raleigh, Nov. 9. Katherine Tracy and Michael 
Sexton, Cornelius, Sept. 28. Lisa Cleveland and 
Nathan Brown, Hickory, Sept. 7. Sally Gunter 
and Dennis Potts, Chevy Chase, MD, March 29. 
Sonya Hollar and James Schofi eld ’95, Hurdle 
Mills, Oct. 12. Susan Enroughty and John Whit-
ley, Battleboro, Oct. 5.

BIRTHS: Curtis and Tessa Pritchard Taylor 
’98, Spruce Pine, a son, Coleman Paul, Aug. 20. 
David and Kristi Martin Carr, Stanley, a daugh-
ter, Isabella Camille, Sept. 27. Scott and Amy 
Jones Glenn ’99, Asheville, a son, Ian Cameron, 
Jan. 13. Anthony and Jayme Earnhardt Yodice, 
Charlotte, a daughter, Amelia Marie, Dec. 12. 
Brett and Allyson DuRant Strickland, Dothan, 
AL, a son, James Robert, Nov. 23. Curtis and 
Dana Rogers Helms, Salisbury, a daughter, 
Grayson Leanne, March 7. Gene and Deena 
Price Dimsdale, Columbus, a son, William 
Blake, Nov. 7. Jeff and Jeanette Evans Ries-
enberg, Indian Trail, a son, Alexander Michael, 
Nov. 4. Thomas and Elizabeth Monk Bowen, 
Winston-Salem, a daughter, Mary-Stewart Eliza-
beth, Jan. 21.

’98 5th REUNION:   
OCTOBER 4, 2003

AWARDS/HONORS: Daphne Derr King, Gas-
tonia, received the N.C. Principal Fellows Schol-
arship. Scott Bell, obtained AIC designation. He 
is a fi eld claims representative at AutoOwners 
Insurance Company, Madison. Sunni Joyce 
Sutphin, selected by her peers as Teacher of 
the Year. She is a fi rst grade teacher at Cedar 
Ridge Elementary School, Lowgap.

NEW POSITIONS: Allison Wheeler Lit-
trell, owner, Carolina Picture Service, Raleigh. 

Appalachian JobFit.com
Looking for employment? This comprehensive site matches 
candidates/job seekers with potential employers based on a 
“good fit” resulting from evaluation of the employer’s needs and 
candidate profiles. The site is made possible by an Education 
Partnership Agreement among the Alumni Association, Carolina 
Profiles and Profiles International. All Appalachian alumni, 
students, faculty, and staff can visit www.appstate.jobfit.com 
to access hundreds of opportunities, receive a professionally 
developed resume and a Career Compatibility Report at no charge. 

Class Notes and Alumni News
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Class Notes and Alumni News

Barbara Burgin Retires from Alumni Affairs

Arrington Mackie 
Dutton, director, college 
counseling, Saint Mary’s 
School, Raleigh. Matt 
Smith, front desk agent, 

Ballantyne Resort, Charlotte. Sean Carr, special 
agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Vienna, 
VA. Toby Linville, town manager, Walkertown.

WEDDINGS: Allison Brugh and Eduardo 
Jimenez, Raleigh, Oct. 12. Amanda Kerr and 
Brian Canupp, Charlotte, March 29. Julie Doub 
and Chip Leonard ’95, North Wilkesboro, Oct. 
5. Leigh Keaton and Brandon Thomas, Monroe, 
Oct. 12. Michelle White and Scott Treadway, 
High Point, Oct. 5. Paul Davis and Lori Mer-
ritt, Jamestown, Oct. 26. Sandy Nowell and 
Jonathan Morgan, Wendell, June 2. Shelley 
Meredith and Stephen McNeill, Arden, Nov. 30. 
Suzanne Getz and Anthony Cescon, Charlotte, 
Oct. 19. Wendy Trivette and Daniel Fusco, 
Weaverville, Dec. 14.

BIRTHS: George and Patricia Jenkins Burris 
’99, Matthews, a daughter, Valerie Margaret, 
April 4. Greg and Jodie Huffman Marks ’97, 
Claremont, a son, Gabriel Gordon, March 8. Jef-
frey and Emily Ridenhour Campbell, Climax, 
a daughter, Lexie Elizabeth, March 20. Scott 
and AnnMarvin Wright Griffi ths, Irving, TX, a 
daughter, Eloise Grace, March 7. Scott and Jen-
nifer Robertson Bell ’97, Stoneville, a daughter, 
Savannah Catherine, Jan. 25.

’99 AWARDS/HONORS: Carla Det-
ter, Crouse, received national board 

certifi cation in library media. Lindsay Phipps, 
passed the Virginia state bar exam. She is a 
staff attorney with the Pulaski Public Defenders 
Offi ce, Pulaski, VA. Tim Pratt, Oakland, CA, his 
story Little Gods published in Strange Horizons 
has been nominated for a Nebula Award by the 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Associa-
tion. William Brock, elected as doctoral class 
president, appointed as student representative 
for department of professional psychology, 
appointed as a board member for the Colorado 
Society of School Psychologists representing 
the University of Northern Colorado, appointed 
student representative for the University of 
Northern Colorado to the National Association of 
School Psychologists, and named as a student 
editor for the Journal of Psychoeducational 
Assessment by the department of professional 
psychology at the University of Northern Colo-
rado. He is a doctoral student in school psychol-

ogy at the University of Northern Colorado, 
Greeley, CO. 

DEGREES: Cassandra Hunsucker, Charlotte, 
master of library and information studies, UNC 
Greensboro. Cynthia Haynes, West Chester, 
PA, juris doctor, N.C. Central University. Pamela 
Formyduval, master’s in sports management, 
N.C. State University. She is a student ministries 
assistant at Colonial Baptist Church, Cary.

NEW POSITIONS: Abby Slack Hilemn, 
head coach, men’s and women’s cross country 
teams, Greensboro College, Greensboro. Alison 

Greene, technical designer, private brands, 
Belk Store Services, Charlotte. Anne Donehue, 
membership offi cer, Charleston Museum, 
Charleston, SC. Brock Hall, detective, Lenoir 
Police Department, Lenoir. Cassandra Hun-
sucker, librarian, ECPI College of Technology, 
Charlotte. Cynthia Haynes, faculty/instructor, 
Penn State University, Pennsylvania Child Sup-

port Enforcement Training Institute, University 
Park, PA. Ellen Aldrich, marketing director, 
Kidsenses Inter-ACTIVE Children’s Museum, 
Rutherfordton. Jennifer Carter Bohannon, 
assistant director, Pitts Baptist Child Develop-
ment Center, Concord.

WEDDINGS: Amanda Crews and Jonathan 
Foster ’98, Greensboro, Sept. 7. Amanda 
Smith and Michael Smith, Asheboro, Aug. 31. 
Andriea Perry and Charles Barton, Raleigh, 
Dec. 28. Ashley Manning and Bradford Snider 
’98, Chesapeake, VA, Oct. 26. Carrie Conway 

and Michael Bolling ’98, Manassas, VA, Dec. 
21. Chad Smith and Angela Fountain, Hickory, 
June 15. Karen Hilton and Aaron Fussell, 
Knightdale, Sept. 21. Maggie Laws and Stephen 
Brown Jr., Durham, Nov. 2. Mary Sullivan and 
Eric Bond, High Point, Oct. 5. Peter Eubanks 
and Katey Depew, Myrtle Beach, SC, Feb. 14. 
Trenton Peterson and Amy Hull, Cary, Sept. 28.

BIRTHS: James and Aimee Williams Marler, 
Morganton, a son, Robert James, Oct. 19.

’00 DEGREES: Sean Gossett, Wake 
Forest, master of music, Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary.

NEW POSITIONS: Brett Atkins, fi nancial 
center manager, Wachovia Corporation, Greens-
boro. Katie Love Alspaugh, marketing director, 
Greensboro Pathology Associates, P.A., Greens-
boro. Monica Dorman, compliance offi cer, New 
Century Bank, Dunn. Valerie Vickers, primary 
counselor, Synergy Recovery, Inc., Wilkesboro.

WEDDINGS: Adrian Whitley and Jim Gantt, 
Salisbury, Oct. 12. Jason Hand and Shanna 
Arnold, Gastonia, Nov. 30. Jenifer Frye and 
Mitchell Dills ’01, Charlotte, Nov. 2. Linzie Der-
rick and Eric Bogal, Monroe, Oct. 26. Marsha 
McRae and Christopher Burrows, Carthage, 
Nov. 16. Melinda Garner and Jeremie 
Halvorson, Birmingham, AL, Oct. 26. Melissa 
Carmichael and Gregory York, Thomasville, 
Dec. 14. Melissa Tilley and Ronnie Medlin, 
Durham, Aug. 17. Michelle Bolick and David 
Easton, Matthews, Oct. 5. Ronnie Bryant and 
Terry Norton, Mount Airy, Aug. 23. Stephanie 
Flynn and Charles Harper, Williamsburg, VA, 
Sept. 21. Tiffany Lawing and Frank McHone, 
Concord, Oct. 12.

BIRTHS: Sean and Anna McDill Gossett ’97, 
Wake Forest, a son, Bradley McDill, May 27.

’01 AWARDS/HONORS: Caleb Thorp, 
Quantico, VA, graduated with honors 

from The Basic School, Marine Infantry Offi cer 
College. He graduated in the top fi ve percent 
and was number one student naval aviator. 
Matthew Brott, Kennesaw, GA, completed fi ve 
month thru-hike of the Appalachian Trail. Megan 
Sherar, Arden, has been accepted into the 
Peace Corps. Rodney King II, presented at the 
N.C. High School Network Conference in Chapel 
Hill. He is a history teacher and track/cross coun-
try coach at North Stokes High School, Danbury.

DEGREES: Meredith Reich, Knoxville, TN, 
master’s of science and social work, University 
of Tennessee.

NEW POSITIONS: Bradley Hines, fi nancial 
services representative, First Citizens Bank, 
Asheville. Jay Nathan, senior IT, Time Warner 
Cable, Charlotte. Lanna Chandrasuwan, patrol 
division offi cer, Lenoir Police Department, Lenoir. 
Wendy Scurry, crime scene technician, Win-
ston-Salem Police Department, Winston-Salem.

WEDDINGS: Amber Yount and Jason 
McGhinnis ’00, Hudson, Dec. 7. Amy Nanney 
and Jonathan Aycock ’00, Blowing Rock, Sept. 
14. Carin Deal and Michael Keen ’02, Moores-
ville, Feb. 15. Christina Moran and Michael 
Wagner ’00, Apex, Sept. 28. Jaime Blackwell 
and Jamie Young, Grande Prairie, Alberta, 
Canada, Jan. 4. Jeff Wilson and Kimberly Belle-
Isle, Charlotte, Oct. 12. Jennifer Meadows and 
Ryan Baker ’00, Fort Mill, SC, Aug. 17. Jenny 

Thank you for responding to the online survey 
“Penny for Your Thoughts.” Your comments are 
helping the Alumni Association build activities 

that are better designed for your needs. 
Check out survey results at 

www.alumni.appstate.edu/SurveyResults.html.

In this ROTC file photo, Pruden, right, leads Appalachian cadets.

Alum Injured in Iraq
First Lieutenent Jonathan Pruden ’00 was severely injured 

while serving in Iraq this summer. The Asheville Citizen-Times re-
ported that the former ROTC cadet at Appalachian State Univer-
sity was severely wounded in July, more than two months after the 
war offi cially ended, when Iraqi insurgents attacked his Humvee 
vehicle as it patrolled downtown Baghdad. The newspaper stated 
that Pruden was executive offi cer of his unit in the 1st Brigade of 
the 3rd Infantry. 

Barbara Burgin ’71 ’74 retires August 31 after more than 
twenty years as head of Appalachian State University’s Alumni 
Affairs Offi ce. 

She has been responsible for reunions, homecoming and 
other activities and services that keep graduates of Appalachian 
State Teachers College and Appalachian State University con-
nected with the university and each other. She served as director 
of alumni affairs from 1982-98 and assistant vice chancellor for 
alumni affairs from 1998-2003. In that time, Appalachian’s alum-
ni base has grown from 30,000 to 80,000 people. The Alumni 
Affairs staff has grown from two employees to six.

“It’s certainly been the most enjoying, satisfying and gratify-
ing twenty-one years of my life,” Burgin said of her tenure with 
Alumni Affairs. Calling her work “a labor of love for her alma 
mater,” Burgin said the most enjoyment has come with work-
ing individually and collectively to get to know Appalachian’s 
alumni.

“I’m proud of the things we’ve accomplished through the 
support and generosity of the Appalachian Family,” she said.

Burgin’s most notable accomplishment is the McKinney 
Alumni Center, which opened in 1995. Burgin helped design a 
fundraising plan that generated $1.8 million in private funds to 
build the center, located on the edge of campus.

Her fundraising skills also made possible the Alumni Memo-
rial Scholarship, which provides funds for children of Appala-
chian alumni to attend the university. Thirty-nine scholarships 
have been awarded since 1988, thanks to contributions from 

alumni and friends and proceeds 
from the Appalachian license tag 
program.

She also initiated alumni chap-
ters in Mecklenburg, Catawba, 
Guilford and Forsyth counties 
and in the Triangle area, and she 
worked with them to raise funds 
for scholarships in their names.

In 1983, Burgin began the Ap-
palachian Alumni Tour Program, 
which has traveled to Hawaii, 
Eastern Europe, Canada, the Brit-
ish Isles, China, Australia/New 
Zealand and other locales. The 
Council for Advancement and 

Support of Education has recognized the alumni association’s 
annual travel tour as one of the fi nest collegiate travel programs 
in the country.

“Barbara’s contribution to Appalachian is immeasurable,” 
said Jeannine Collins ’79, Alumni Association president. “With 
her compassion for Appalachian, she has touched many hearts 
and lives during her tenure here. What a great ambassador for 
Appalachian she’s been. Appalachian will miss her.”

Burgin said she looks forward to spending more time with 
family during retirement. A former teacher, she has served the 
State of North Carolina a total of thirty-three years.

Barbara Burgin, right, with 
Joanne Matthews Linker ’57 
during a recent reunion. 
Above, with husband Will.



Talk to Us!

Sanford and John Lanier, 
Athens, GA, Aug. 3. Kelli 
Avery and Ryan Weathers, 

Morganton, Dec. 14. Lauren Werner 
and Joshua Hastings ’00, Columbia, 

SC, Aug. 3. Shawn Parker and Joseph DeLauro, 
Raleigh, Feb. 8. Stephen Domer and Amanda 
Coble, Kernersville, Aug. 10.

BIRTHS: Brian and Rebecca Markusen Gat-
toni, Sterling, VA, a daughter, Teresa Hughes, 
Nov. 13. Thomas and Haley Lail Oxentine, 
Valdese, a daughter, Emma Grace, March 12.

’02 AWARDS/HONORS: Kathleen Phil-
lips, Raleigh, crowned Miss Carolina 

Foothills.

DEGREES: Megan Webb, Hillsborough, MAEd, 
Spanish concentration, Wake Forest University.

NEW POSITIONS: Charity Potts, executive 
director, Northwest Alliance Community Devel-
opment Corporation, Wilkesboro. Elizabeth 
Hackney, ninth and tenth grade English teacher, 
Guilford County Schools, Page High School, 
Greensboro. Greg Hipp, cross country and 
track and field coach, Southwest Missouri State 

University, Springfield, MO. Joseph Alexan-
der Jr., chaplain, Northern Hospital of Surry 
County, Mount Airy. Katie Pepper, marketing 
coordinator, Walter Robbs Callahan & Pierce 
Architects, PA, Winston-Salem. Kern Campbell, 
capture manager, SAS Institute, Cary. Scott 
Nehnevajsa, district manager, Vector Marketing 
Corporation, Charleston, SC. Susie Lawrence, 
admissions counselor, Lees-McRae College, 
Banner Elk.

WEDDINGS: Amanda Freeman and Judson 
Wortman, Casar, Sept. 7. Angela Walker and 

Gary Campbell, Lenoir, Nov. 29. Anne Hiatt and 
Andrew Everhart ’00, Winston-Salem, Nov. 23. 
April Jordan and James Symons, Bethlehem, 
PA, Aug. 24. Brian Wright and Meredith Sides, 
Raleigh, Dec. 7. Christy Woods and Bryan 
Crouse, Taylorsville, Dec. 14. Eddie Mowery 
and Christie Mathis, China Grove, Sept. 14. Emily 
Pratt and Bradley Dollyhite, Mount Airy, June 8. 
Kern Campbell and Mary Clark, Raleigh, March 
8. Kimberly Bottoms and Patrick Yount ’01, 
Charlotte, Aug. 24.

 NC Regional Alumni Chapters

 Appalachian Merchandise

 Appalachian NC License Tag

 Career Services

 Appalachian Credit Card

 Alumni Chapter Scholarship Fund

 Insurance Offers

 Alumni Association Endowment

Please check the boxes for which you would like more information.

PLEASE RETURN TO:
Appalachian Alumni Association
McKinney Alumni Center     ASU Box 32015     Boone, NC 28608-2015
Phone: (828) 262-2038     FAX: (828) 262-4962     E-mail: alumni@appstate.edu

Complete this form online by going to
www.alumni.appstate.edu

If your spouse is an Appalachian alumnus, please fill in the information below.

I.D. Number/SS # (Provision of Social Security number is voluntary and will only be used as a personal identifier for record keeping purposes.)

Current Name:              Last First Middle/Maiden
If you prefer to be called by your middle name rather than your first, give your full name above and underline your middle name.

Title:   Ms., Mrs., Mr., Dr., etc.    Class Year

Employer Information: 

Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                         State                                                ZIP

Business Phone (area code)                                                                         Business Fax (area code) 

Business E-mail Address

Position/Occupation

TODAY’S DATE               _____________________________       Address Change   Alumni News

I.D. Number/SS # (Provision of Social Security number is voluntary and will only be used as a personal identifier for record keeping purposes.)

Current Name:              Last First Middle/Maiden
If you prefer to be called by your middle name rather than your first, give your full name above and underline your middle name.

Title:   Ms., Mrs., Mr., Dr., etc.    Class Year

Spouse: Last First Middle/Maiden

Home Address:  Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                        State                                                 ZIP

Home Phone (area code)                                                                              Home Fax (area code)

Home E-mail Address

Employer Information: 

Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                         State                                                ZIP

Business Phone (area code)                                                                         Business Fax (area code) 

Business E-mail Address

Position/Occupation

HELP KEEP CLASS NOTES TIMELY BY REPORTING YOUR NEWS WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EVENT

Alumni News: Awards and Honors:

 

 New Degree:

 

 New Position:

 

 Wedding:

 

 Births:

 Retirement:
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