


Search process ensures smooth leadership transition
“We don’t look for a new chancellor very often, so let’s get it right!”

With those words, Robert Fox, who became chair of Appalachian’s Board of Trustees in September, launched the 
17-member chancellor search committee on a seven-month process last July to identify Appalachian’s sixth chancellor, 
following the retirement of Frank Borkowski.

Having served under all but Appalachian’s first chancellor, I was pleased as the search process unfolded, especially 
with the committee focusing keenly on the singular objective of identifying and recommending only the very best 
candidates with full and honest consideration of Appalachian State University’s heritage and its future. 

To encourage suggestions and comments about the selection process from faculty, staff, students, alumni and 
Appalachian friends, the committee hosted a series of public forums on campus in September. The committee also 
invited six semi-finalist candidates to campus in January to participate in sessions with university constituents.

In that context, the search committee took care to consider all observations and perceptions concerning each 
semi-finalist and to develop consensus in making its final recommendation, which was approved unanimously by the 
Board of Trustees and forwarded to UNC President Molly Broad. University chancellors are elected by the UNC Board of 
Governors on nomination of the president, with the president selecting her nominee among candidates recommended by 
the institutional board of trustees.

I am pleased to report that on Feb. 13 the Board of Governors unanimously elected Kenneth E. Peacock to assume 
the responsibilities as Appalachian’s sixth chancellor on July 1 (see page 2). This action culminated a search process that, 
in my mind, was both inclusive and transparent – paving the way for a smooth leadership transition at Appalachian.

My focus since assuming the role as interim chancellor last summer has been threefold: maintaining the quality 
of an Appalachian education in the face of severe state budget cuts; expanding affordable student access in light of 
growing demand for educational opportunities; and supporting this region’s evolving economy and various economic 
development initiatives.

During these past few months I have reflected upon my years here and thought much about the values that make 
Appalachian special.

Almost 50 years ago, President Bill Plemmons referred to 
Appalachian as “a cooperative group of people with almost a single 
purpose: at least a primary objective and that was considered to be 
the welfare of Appalachian” – which I would interpret to mean
a genuine caring and concern for everyone associated with 
Appalachian.

Appalachian enjoys its many successes and, hence, its 
reputation because of its people—faculty, staff, students, alumni, as 
well as friends of the university.

I thank each of you for your efforts on behalf of Appalachian 
students. I am proud of the reputation that Appalachian has earned 
over the years and sincerely believe that the university’s finest days 
lie ahead . . . and I am proud to have served with you in its growth and 
development.

Sincerely,

Harvey R. Durham
Interim Chancellor
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He also cited the opportunities to learn and grow under 
the leadership and vision of Borkowski and his predecessor 
John Thomas, “whose hard work and determination as 
Appalachian chancellors helped forge many of the university’s 
recent successes.

“Dr. Borkowski and Dr. Thomas have 
left powerful and lasting legacies and a 
daunting challenge for those who follow. 
I embrace that challenge with enthusiasm 
and excitement,” Peacock said.

“Rosanne and I, as a team, will 
work diligently to preserve the 
very best of Appalachian’s rich 
heritage; to work with faculty, 
staff and external partners in 
developing new programs that 
meet the needs of our great 

state and our changing world; and to build an even stronger 
future for this great university and the people it serves,” he 
said.

Robert G. Fox Jr., chair of the Appalachian Board 
of Trustees, said Peacock’s history with and intimate 
knowledge of Appalachian would serve the university well. 
“As Appalachian’s next chancellor, Ken will combine an 
appreciation for the university’s values and heritage with a 
strong sense about its future.”

A native of Rocky Mount, Peacock earned an 
undergraduate degree in accounting at Mars Hill College in 
1970 and joined the accounting firm of Price Waterhouse & 
Co. Working out of the Winston-Salem and Charlotte offices, 
his primary responsibility was tax planning for individual and 
corporate taxpayers. During that time, he also taught income 
taxation part time at Winston Salem State University.

He completed his master’s and doctoral degrees in 
accounting at Louisiana State University and joined the 
faculty of the McIntire School of Commerce at the University 
of Virginia in 1980. Peacock came to Appalachian in 1983 
to teach accounting and taxation in the Walker College of 
Business. In 1987, he was named assistant dean with primary 
responsibility for international programs and external 
initiatives. In 1989, he was appointed associate dean and three 
years later became dean of the college. Last July, Peacock was 
named Appalachian’s interim provost and vice chancellor for 
academic affairs.

Peacock is married to Rosanne Barkley from Winston-
Salem. They have two sons, Chris, 26, and Brian, 21. 

Peacock serves on the Investment Advisory Committee 
for the AACSB-International, the Watauga Medical Center 
Foundation Board of Directors and the Grandfather Home 
for Children Board of Directors. In addition, the Peacocks 
are actively involved in a variety of community programs and 

activities. 

Following a six-month national search to identify 
the next chancellor to lead Appalachian State 
University, the UNC Board of Governors in 

February elected Kenneth E. Peacock, who has 
served Appalachian since 1983 as a professor, college 
dean and, most recently, as interim provost and vice 
chancellor for academic affairs. He will become the 
university’s sixth chancellor.  

Peacock, 55, will assume office July 1, following 
the retirement of Harry R. Durham who has served 
as interim chancellor since Frank Borkowski stepped 
down as chancellor last summer. 

“The selection of one of our own – following 
a national search that brought six talented and 
distinguished candidates to the ASU campus – speaks 
volumes about the quality of leadership within this 
university,” said UNC President Molly Broad in 
recommending Peacock to the Board of Governors. 

“During more than two decades of service to 
Appalachian, Ken Peacock has distinguished himself 
as a top-notch academic administrator,” she said. “His 
extensive experience, integrity and sound judgment 
make him well qualified to provide strong leadership 
for Appalachian in the years ahead. He has an 
intimate knowledge of the institution and this state, 
and he has earned the respect of his colleagues, the 
students and other key campus constituencies.”

In an emotional response following his 
election, Peacock acknowledged the leadership of 
Appalachian’s Board of Trustees, President Broad and 
her colleagues, and the UNC Board of Governors. 

“I realize that your expectations and those of the 
entire Appalachian Family are quite high. Let me 
assure you of my unwavering commitment to exceed 
those expectations,” he said.

 “For more than two centuries,” he said, “North 
Carolina has been recognized as a leader in higher 
education – due in large measure to dedicated citizens 
like you and those who preceded you. How blessed 
we are to live in a state where citizens and legislators 
alike understand the value and benefits derived from 
excellence in higher education.” 

‘One of Our Own’
Ken Peacock elected chancellor

Ezell Williams ’03, far left, and seniors Morgann Greene and Jonathan 
Kappler congratulate Ken Peacock on his appointment at a reception 
Feb. 16 in Plemmons Student Union.

Below, pictured from left, Peacock follows the leadership of John 
E. Thomas, who served as chancellor from 1979-93, Francis T. 
Borkowski who served from 1993-2003, and Harvey R. Durham, who 
served as interim chancellor during the 2003-04 academic year. 
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Former Mountaineers join Europe’s 
professional teams, enjoying fame 
and foreign culture.
By David Driver

KECSKEMET, Hungary - Kecskemet, located near the plains of southeast 
Hungary in central Europe, is known for its apricots. And its apricot brandy 
packs a punch that would make an amateur boxer proud.

The town also claims as its own Zoltan Kodaly, who explored the folk 
roots of Hungarian music, and Jozsef Katona, the father of Hungarian ro-
mantic drama.

And what of Kecskemet’s imports? 

One of them is Chad McClendon, a former basketball standout at 
Appalachian State University who was all-Southern Conference in 1994 and 
1995. McClendon is playing his fourth season with the top professional bas-
ketball league in Hungary.

“Of course the biggest barrier is the language,” McClendon said of Hun-
garian, considered one of the most difficult languages for non-native speak-

ers to master. “I know basketball terms (in Hungarian). 
I can get by with a brief conversation on the street.”

McClendon, who has also played in Finland, Latvia, 
Israel, Lebanon and Spain, is one of five former 
Appalachian hoopsters who have prolonged their ca-
reers by working as pros overseas. The others are Nate 
Carson, Tyson Patterson, Cedrick Holmes ’02 and 
Valorie Whiteside ’89. 

Carson averaged 9.5 points, 6.0 rebounds and 2.1 
assists last season in his final year at Appalachian. In 
October 2003, he signed to play with team Lausanne 
Morges in Switzerland, and in his first eight games, the 
6-foot-5-inch forward averaged 16.5 points and 12.5 
rebounds per game. He was an All-Import second team 
player in Switzerland in 2003.

Of playing overseas, Carson said via email, “The biggest challenge is be-
ing an American, and having a good game, because everybody is looking at 
you for big performances all the time.” 

Carson, who speaks a little French, was a psychology major at 
Appalachian and plans to finish his course work toward a baccalaureate 
degree this summer. He said the university prepared him for living overseas 
in a new culture.

“The first thing App State did was prepare us for the world,” he said. 
“And they made us take responsibility. So being in Switzerland was easier 
having been with the App State program.”

Carson said there is at least one advantage off the court in Europe. “Life 
in Europe is easier than life in the United States because 

Former Mountaineer Chad McClendon signs 
an autograph for a young fan following the 
Hungarian All-Star game in Budapest on Dec. 
20, 2003. In that game, he scored 14 points 
as his east team beat the west, 123-101.

Right, Cedrick Holmes #30 plays in Varsity 
Gym in 2000.

Photo credit: David Driver

continued on next page
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By Linda Coutant
Editor

“It’s a big switch to go from long lunches 
at a sushi bar to eating from a little brown 
bag—in half an hour between bells, no less,” 
laughs algebra teacher Michael Faulkner. But, 
that’s the life he’s chosen.

Faulkner left a high-end career, and its 
many perks, at a Fortune 500 company to 
take up teaching at Alleghany High School 
in Sparta. The busy travel schedule associated 
with technical consulting for Oracle, the 
computer software giant, was wearing on him. 

He wanted to live closer to family. He wanted 
to contribute more to his community. 

“Oracle was a good company—very 
exciting, very fast moving,” says Faulkner, 45. 
“But seeing the smiles on kids’ faces when 
they’ve grasped their coursework is way more 
fulfilling.”

Faulker is one of more than 4,300 profes-
sionals in North Carolina who have left one 
career to start another in 

North Carolina is experiencing an unprecedented 

teacher shortage. Solving the problem requires 

long-term solutions.

there is no (major) violence, espe-
cially in Switzerland. It’s easier to get 
along with individuals,” he said.

Carson has had some monster 
games this season: 34 points and 14 
rebounds in one game, 20 and 22 in 
another, 26 and 18 in a third and 24 
and 11 in a fourth.

In February, Carson’s Swiss team 
added another former Mountaineer, 
Tyson Patterson. Patterson’s final 
campaign in Appalachian’s 1999-2000 
season earned him Southern Confer-
ence Tournament most outstanding 
player honors while leading the team 
to the NCAA tournament.

Holmes averaged 11.6 points and 
7.5 rebounds per game for Appala-
chian during the 1999-2000 season 
and was a member of the Southern 
Conference champions.

He averaged 19.9 points per game 
in his first pro season in Iceland in 

2000-01, and in 2001-02 he 
improved to 23.3 points an 
outing. 

Holmes, who played 
high school ball in Ten-
nessee, won the Icelandic 
League All-Star Game 
Slam Dunk contest in 
2002. He also took part in 
the invite-only showcase at 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond 
in May 2002 in a three-day 
event that drew former 
players from programs 
such as Duke and UCLA.

Holmes signed to play 
with team Breidablik in 
Iceland in October 2003 
but was home over the 
holidays after suffering an 
injury.

On the women’s side, 
Appalachian Hall of Fam-
er Valorie Whiteside ’89 
recently concluded a long 

pro basketball career overseas. 

Whiteside was a first team All-
Southern Conference an amazing 
four years, from 1984-85 to 1987-88. 
Appalachian inducted her into its 
Hall of Fame last September as the 

most prolific scorer in Appalachian 
history with 25.4 points per game 
scoring average. She established an 
NCAA record that still stands for re-
bounding average by a freshman at 
15.5 rebounds per game. She holds 
42 program records including career 
marks for points, field goals, free 
throws, rebounds and blocked shots.

After graduation, Whiteside left 
for Europe and played for 14 years 
with teams in Spain, Portugal and 
Switzerland.

The men may or may not play 
basketball in Europe as long as 
Whiteside, but they seem to be en-
joying their current opportunities. 
McClendon’s photo is a common 
sight around town on posters that 
promote the next home game in 
Hungary. And a trading card, like 
those of sports heroes in the United 
States, is passed out at home games at 
the cozy gymnasium where his team 
plays.

McClendon played at Appalachian 
from 1991-95, and as a senior aver-
aged 18.4 points and 10.1 rebounds 
per game. He ended with a career av-
erage of 13.0 points and 7.4 rebounds 
per game.  In January, McClendon 
was among Hungary’s top scorers with 
an average 20.8 points per game. 

“He is a good back-to-the-basket 
player,” former University of New Or-
leans standout Tory Walker, who also 
plays in Hungary, said of McClendon. 
“He has a good first step.”

McClendon played for the Hun-
garian title team in 2000 and was 
named the top import player in Hun-
gary last season by eurobasket.com. 
Most European leagues allow just two 
Americans per team. McClendon is 
joined on team Kecskemet by point 
guard Cory Bradford, a former Uni-
versity of Illinois standout who almost 
made the roster of his hometown 
Memphis Grizzlies of the NBA two 
seasons ago.

McClendon said he has enjoyed 
every crowd he has played for in 
Hungary. “I have liked them all. They 
have all been nice,” he said. “Every-
one is extremely nice. They are nice 
people.” 

Nate Carson #0 in a game against VMI 
in 2003.

Inset, Valorie Whiteside’s Hall of Fame 
induction; court time in the 1980s.

Educating
Educators

continued on next page

Teacher Michael 
Faulkner connects 
with students 
between classes 
at Alleghany High 
School.
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public school teaching. Called lateral en-
try teachers, they fill a need in the state’s 
ongoing teacher shortage. 

With a special grant administered by 
Appalachian State University, Faulkner 
and other lateral entry teachers are tak-
ing courses toward licensure to ensure 
they’re just as qualified for classroom 
teaching as their traditionally prepared 
colleagues. The grant is one of several 
ways that Appalachian is focusing more 
attention to the teacher shortage and 
finding alternative ways—from visits to 
middle schools to offering more off-cam-
pus courses—to recruit and retain quality 
teachers.

Not Enough Teachers
The N.C. Department of Public In-

struction continues to stress, as it has 
since the late 1990s, that North Carolina 
needs 10,000 to 12,000 additional teach-
ers each year. The shortage is primarily 
due to long-time educators retiring, new 
teachers leaving the profession after a 
few years, and more and more people 
with school-age children moving to North 
Carolina.

“With North Carolina growing the way 
it is, we’re not talking about a short-range 
problem. It’s a long-term problem,” said 
Dan Holloman, manager of the state’s 
Center for Recruitment and Retention, 
created by DPI and the State Board of 
Education.

The state’s 47 teacher education pro-
grams produce about 3,300 graduates 
annually, more than two-thirds of whom 
come from UNC system schools, includ-
ing Appalachian. Private colleges produce 
about 1,000. The number of new teach-
ers who actually enter the classroom, 
however, is less. Not all teacher education 
graduates become licensed, and some 
move out of state or pursue other career 
interests.

Public schools have been forced to 
compensate. They have recruited teach-
ers from other states, hired lateral entry 
teachers, and increased class size. The 
federal program Troops to Teachers, 
which transitions military personnel into 
teaching positions, helps, but the num-
bers still don’t add up.

“There just aren’t enough teach-
ers produced in our state to meet the 
demand. It is bad,” David Burleson ’82, 
superintendent of Burke County Schools, 
has said. His district grows by about 100 
students each year, and for the 2002-03 
school year he had to fill 180 teaching 
slots. He hired from across the eastern 

United States and employed lateral entry 
teachers.

While lateral entry teachers generally 
perform well, “they’re learning as they 
go,” Burleson said. “They’re missing a lot 
of the preparation our certified teachers 
have.”

Appalachian Transition to Teaching Program
North Carolina requires that lateral 

entry teachers have a bachelor’s degree 
related to the field they teach and that 
they obtain a teaching license within 
three years. With a $1.6 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education, 
Appalachian’s Reich College of Educa-
tion has implemented the Appalachian 
Transition to Teaching Program (ATTP) 
so that lateral entry teachers in Northwest 
North Carolina can enhance their teach-
ing and complete licensure requirements 
while teaching full time. 

Financial support covers tuition and 
books, provided that the lateral entry 
teachers work for another three years in a 
high-needs school district in a high-needs 
subject such as elementary education, 
math or science education, or special 
education. 

“Our goal is to facilitate more teach-
ers in North Carolina but to focus on 
low-wealth counties,” said Regis Gilman, 
ATTP director. “The design is to get mid-
career professionals who plan to continue 
living in the area to teach in their local 
schools. We want passionate people in the 
classroom.”

Through the Appalachian Public 
School Partnership, which has worked 
with public schools since 1987 to identify 
and solve teachers’ professional develop-
ment needs, RCOE and school districts 
identified subject areas needing strength-
ened teacher quality. The majority of 
lateral entry teachers have been hired, 
districts tell RCOE, to teach business 
education, middle grades, special educa-
tion, and secondary math and science. 
ATTP courses are focusing, therefore, on 
these subject areas. Courses are offered 
both on campus and at four community 
colleges.

The program’s goal is to produce 175 
fully licensed teachers within five years. 

“Lateral entry teachers aren’t going 
to come in and save the world, but we 
do bring a desire to help the community, 
and that’s worth a million,” said Faulkner, 
who has an MBA and 20 years’ experi-
ence in business and technical consult-
ing. “Lateral entry teachers also have the 
ability to learn. If you have that desire, 
you can have everything else.”

Lateral entry teachers also leverage 
their professional skills into the class-
room, including teamwork, public speak-
ing and analytical skills, he added. ATTP 
complements that with strategies on how 
to teach. 

Appalachian faculty have taught 
him how to make math exciting, assign 
homework more effectively, and pay bet-
ter attention to each student’s progress, 
Faulkner explained.

After 20 years in the U.S. Air Force, 
Danny Moore teaches special education 
at Burke County’s Freedom High School. 
He used to assist with Special Olympics 
each year while in the military, and hav-
ing enjoyed the children so much, he 
chose to turn his volunteer work into a 
career. 

Moore takes ATTP courses at Western 
Piedmont Community College. Classes in 
methods and in classroom management 
have been the most helpful, he said.

Starting a new career in teaching is 
challenging, Moore acknowledged. But, 
he added, “The key thing is knowing what 
you are doing. The students look at you 
as the professional expert. Because I am 
an African-American male, I have to be 
the role model for other younger males, 
and my peers will also watch to see how I 
perform. Appalachian State has the task 

of helping me meet those challenges 
head on—and so far it is working.”

Increasing Access
Appalachian makes education more 

accessible for ATTP students, and others 
pursuing degrees in teacher preparation, 
by permitting them to take Appalachian 
courses without driving to Boone. The 
university has offered courses in outlying 
communities since the 1950s. This year, 
Appalachian offers 40 off-campus un-
dergraduate and graduate cohorts, with 
most in the field of education. More than 
1,000 students take courses off campus.

The programs make a difference. At 
Harris Elementary in rural Rutherford 
County, six of the school’s 33 teachers, 
or 20 percent, graduated from Appala-
chian’s BS program in elementary educa-
tion that was offered in their community. 
All graduated with honors, and most are 
enhancing their professionalism with 
either a master’s degree or certification 
by the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards.

Another off-campus program imple-
mented this year is the master’s degree 
in romance languages, which responds in 
part to North Carolina’s increasing Span-
ish-speaking population. 

“There’s a need for more foreign lan-
guage teachers in North Carolina,” said 
Rainer Goetz, a Spanish professor and 
assistant dean in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, who teaches each week at the 
Hickory Metropolitan Higher Education 
Center. “We did a 16-county survey of K-
12 teachers of French and Spanish and 
found a large number were interested 
in a higher degree.” The program offers 

career tracks for teaching K-12 and at the 
community college level.

Later this year, construction is expect-
ed to begin on an Appalachian Center at 
Caldwell Community College and Techni-
cal Institute in Hudson. The center will 
house a variety of Appalachian programs 
but initially teacher preparation.

“Our outreach initiatives through the 
Appalachian Learning Alliance and the 
Hickory Metropolitan Higher Education 
Center have created new learning oppor-
tunities for the region’s adult learners,” 
said Charles R. Duke, dean of the Reich 
College of Education. “These opportuni-
ties are bringing new people into the 
teaching profession, those completing a 
four-year degree program as well as full-
time teachers who need credit toward 
licensure or advanced degrees.”

Early Career Awareness
Appalachian continues to recruit 

young people into its traditional, four-
year teacher preparation program, which 
consistently has received an exemplary 
rating in the N.C. State Board of Educa-
tion’s annual I.H.E. Performance Report.

Appalachian’s N.C. Teaching Fellows 
Scholarship recipients, in particular, 
have taken an active role in encourag-
ing young people to consider teaching 
as a career. Each semester for the past 
five years, Teaching Fellows have visited 
middle grades, where school children be-
gin discussing career options, to share the 
benefits of teaching. 

Two years ago, the Teaching Fellows 
combined efforts in Rutherford County 
with the N.C. Teacher Cadets program, 
in which high school juniors and seniors 

After a 20-year military career, Danny Moore 
teaches at Freedom High School in Morganton.

Shortage includes 
counselors, not 
just teachers

Population growth and in-
creased need for counseling ser-
vices has generated a counselor 
shortage similar to North Caroli-
na’s teacher shortage.

“People utilize counselors more 
now than even 10 years ago,” said 
Associate Professor Laurie Wil-
liamson, director of the master’s 
degree program in school coun-
seling in RCOE’s Department of 
Human Development and Psycho-
logical Counseling. “There are also 
new issues in the schools, such as 
drugs, substance abuse, violence 
and diversity issues.”

School counselors work not 
just with troubled students. They 
provide overall, school-wide sup-
port in academics, and social and 
career development.

The American School Counsel-
ing Association recommends one 
school counselor per every 200 
school children. However, in North 
Carolina, schools typically average 
one counselor per 600-800 stu-
dents, Williamson said. 

North Carolina, like most 
states, requires that school coun-
selors hold a master’s degree.  
Appalachian’s school counseling 
program has been working to in-
crease its enrollment, successfully 
doubling enrollment in the past 
eight years. Quality remains, as 
the program has maintained its 
90 percent completion rate with 
the enrollment increase. About 43 
students are in the program. 

The master’s degree program 
in school counseling recently 
received Appalachian’s University 
Deans’ Award for Excellence in 
Graduate Education. 

Appalachian’s Teaching Fellows host a 
recruitment day on campus for high schoolers.
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work through college partnerships to 
learn more about becoming a teacher. 
Since then, the Appalachian students 
have spread their involvement to six 
other high school Teacher Cadet pro-
grams in McDowell, Burke, Avery, Ashe, 
Caldwell and Watauga counties.

“We helped get the Teacher Cadet 
program started at Ashe, Watauga and 
West Caldwell high 
schools,” said Pro-
fessor Joe Murphy, 
director of Appa-
lachian’s Teaching 
Fellows. “We visit 
the schools once a 
semester and talk 
to students, and we host a Teacher Cadet 
day on campus. Last fall, 80 high school 
students came. They attended a college 
class, spoke with administrators and took 
a campus tour.”

Efforts are paying off, according to 
Murphy. “We’re finding that each year 
more and more of our Teaching Fellows 
come out of Teacher Cadet programs.” 
About 60 students are admitted into the 
Teaching Fellows program each year, but 
more than 100 come with their parents 
to Appalachian’s annual Teaching Fel-
lows recruiting day. “Half of them don’t 
receive the Teaching Fellows scholarship, 
but they enroll in Appalachian anyway,” 
he said.

Finding More Solutions
Recognizing the severity of the state’s 

teacher shortage, the UNC Board of 
Governors last year put together a spe-
cial task force addressing teacher supply 
and demand. In February, the task force 
released seven draft recommendations to 
improve recruitment, preparation, reten-
tion, and partnerships and collaboration. 
The board plans to vote on the recom-
mendations in late March.

The recommendations, in part, call for 
a statewide recruitment and marketing 
plan, increased enrollment at each UNC 
teacher preparation program, mentoring 
of new teachers, and increased collabora-

tion with the North Carolina Community 
College System.

Many of the specific strategies reflect 
Appalachian’s existing activities. For 
increased enrollment, Duke admitted 
that Appalachian’s on-campus teacher 
preparation program can take in more 
students, especially in special education, 
middle grades, and health and business 

education. 
“None of our 
programs are 
capped in terms 
of enrollment,” 
he said. However, 
he added, 
before RCOE 

can increase enrollment, there have 
to be more young people interested in 
becoming teachers.

“There’s the saying ‘It takes a village to 
raise a child.’ Similarly, I believe it takes a 
state to produce a teacher. We need more 
grassroots support from our schools, 
churches, organizations, and from mid-
career professionals seeking new careers. 
We have beneficial programs across 
the state, but they are fragmented and 
we won’t have real momentum toward 
abating the teacher shortage until there 
is a massive, concerted effort to produce 
more teachers.

“I support and encourage young 
people to pursue a career in teaching,” 
Duke emphasized. “It’s a satisfying and 
relatively stable profession. Factories will 
close and technology will change, but 
society will always need schools.”

For Faulkner, becoming a teacher goes 
far beyond job security. He calls North 
Carolina’s rural schools “little gems.” He’s 
happy. He’s impressed with the intensity 
in which his students want to learn. “Even 
on my worst day teaching, I accomplish 
more than I did in my previous job,” 
he said. “Credit goes to institutions 
like Appalachian who help generate 
teachers who make education exciting for 
children.”

RCOE program assists 
teachers in gaining national 
board certification

Certification by the National Board for Professional Teach-
ing Standards (NBPTS) is the highest credential in the teach-
ing profession.

North Carolina leads the nation in the number of national 
board certified teachers, in part because the state offers a 12 
percent pay increase incentive and waives NBPTS’s $2,300 ap-
plication fee. A total of 6,641 teachers, more than 7 percent of 
the state’s teaching force, has achieved national board certifica-
tion since NBPTS first offered it in 1996. (About 16 percent of 
them are Appalachian graduates.) In comparison, only 1 per-
cent nationwide hold national board certification.

Research has shown that students of 
national board certified teachers per-
form better than students of non-certi-
fied teachers. Yet, there’s an unequal dis-
tribution of these elite teachers among 
North Carolina’s school districts. North-
west North Carolina, in particular, has 
fewer national board certified teachers. 

Why? Limited access to NBPTS assess-
ment information and lack of support 
from school districts are main reasons, 
according to Susan Phipps ’70 MA, ’83 
EdS. A veteran K-4 teacher now teaching 
part time at Appalachian State Univer-
sity, Phipps coordinates Northwest North 
Carolina’s efforts as part of a collabora-
tive effort between the Targeted High 
Need Initiative and the Reich College of 
Education. 

The Targeted High Need Initiative, 
previously called the Appalachia Project, 
is a new recruitment and support pro-
gram funded by the U.S. Department 
of Education to increase the number of 
national board certified teachers. 

Among Northwest North Carolina’s 
24 school districts, Phipps explained, less 
than half meet or exceed the state’s 7 
percent average.

“Bigger systems have more money to support teachers 
through the process,” she said. “It’s a very intense, year-long 
process toward national board certification. But, it’s a very 
good professional step for teachers.”

To achieve national board certification, teachers must dem-
onstrate their knowledge through portfolio entries and assess-
ment exercises.

The Targeted High Need Initiative prepares them through 
semester-long courses led by teachers who have already 
achieved NBPTS certification. Through mentoring and peer 
connection, participants receive feedback on lesson plans, guid-
ance on certification requirements, and assistance in compiling 
their portfolio. The courses are not required to achieve certifi-
cation, but they make the process more enjoyable and produc-
tive, participants say.

Since last summer, about 135 area teachers have received 
support in classes on Appalachian’s main campus and off-cam-
pus locations in Hickory, or through individual mentors. 

Among participants is Joan Ward ’87, a K-6 resource teacher 
at Watauga County’s Cove Creek School. She said she is com-
mitted to teaching, and pursuing national board certification 
“makes you think about each individual child and assess his or 
her learning more. The course through Appalachian allows me 
to meet with other resource teachers, and we bounce ideas off 
each other.”

Her classmate Alan Johnson ’96 EdS, a guidance counselor 
at Watauga High School, said preparing materials for NBPTS’s 
assessment through the Targeted High Need Initiative “encour-
ages me to think about how effective my teaching practices 
are. Are the kids getting it, and is it impacting their lives? Am I 
promoting opportunities for success, not only in school, but in 
their world?” 

National board certified teachers who teach the subject in 
which they earned certification meet the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act’s definition of “highly qualified” teacher. 

A federally funded study in 2000 concluded that students of 
national board certified teachers had a greater understanding 
of the concepts they were taught than students of non-certi-
fied teachers. Assistant professor Tracy W. Smith ’95 MA in the 
Reich College of Education is further studying the relationship 
between national board certification and depth of student 
learning using a $450,000 federal grant.

Appalachian alumni who hold national board certification 
include 2003 Florida Teacher of the Year Dayle Marchette Tim-
mons ’73 MS ’74 EdS, and North Carolina’s 2001-02 Teacher of 
the Year Carmen Wilson ’88 ’92 MA.

For more information on the Targeted High Need Initia-
tive, contact Linda McCalister ’91 EdS ’98 EdD, director of the 
Appalachian Public School Partnership, at (828) 262-6108 or 
mccalisterlm@appstate.edu.

Enhancing the Profession

Interested in teaching?
Details on becoming a teacher in North Carolina are available 

at these web sites:

http://teach4nc.org/ 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/recruit/

Left, teacher Joan Ward ’87 works with a 
student at Cove Creek School. Above, teachers 
prepare together for NBPTS certification 
through a class co-sponsored by Appalachian.

“Factories will close and technology 
will change, but society will always 
need schools.”
Charles R. Duke
Dean of the Reich College of Education
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Wayne, Turchin serve 
on foundation board

Wayne Duncan ’65, executive vice 
president of First Citizens Bank in 
Raleigh, has been elected to a four-
year term as a member of the ASU 

Foundation Inc. Board of 
Directors. 

As an Appalachian 
volunteer, Duncan also serves 
on the Campaign for Athletics’ 
leadership team and has 

served on the Board of Trustees and 
Alumni Council. 

The ASU Foundation was created 
in 1970 as a non-profit organization 
that receives and invests private funds 
to support the university. With assets 
of more than $50 million, it provided 
more than $60 million to support the 
university during the last decade.

The foundation is chaired 
by Robert L. Turchin, 
president of RLT Investment 
Corporation of Miami Beach, 
Fla., Turchin is a member 
of Appalachian’s Board of 

Trustees. The university recently named 
its new visual arts center in honor of 
Turchin and his wife, Lillian.  

Celebrate diversity!
Touch the world up close at the Third Annual Diversity Celebration 
on April 6, as the Plemmons Student Union brims with entertainment, 
education, and ethnic edibles of many cultures from 3-9 p.m. Admission is free. 

The celebration includes:
• music from bagpipers to Bluegrass,
• dance from clogging to Capoeira, 
• storytelling from African to Appalachian, 
• and food from around the globe. 
With the theme “The More You Know, the More You Grow - 
Water the Garden,” the event demonstrates Appalachian’s 
commitment to celebrate diversity, in all aspects.  
Sponsored by Appalachian’s Office of Diversity, Equity Office, Office of Multicultural Student 
Development, Freshman Seminar, Hubbard Center, Student Government Association and Office 
of International Programs.

Waterfall named 
for Appalachian

A previously unnamed wa-
terfall along the Appalachian 
Trail bears the name Moun-
taineer Falls due to students’ 
volunteerism. 

The Tennessee Eastman Hiking 
Club gave Appalachian State University 
students the privilege of naming the 
landmark after they assisted the club in 

clearing a hik-
ing path to the 
falls in 2002. Last 
October, another 
10 students spent 
their fall break 
with the hiking 
club maintaining 

a section of the 2,160-mile trail.

“During the trip we usually do three 
full days of work and spend the nights at 
a hostel. While there we meet many of 
the through hikers on their way to Geor-
gia from Maine. It’s always neat hearing 
their stories,” says senior Katie Thomson, 
who organized both volunteer events.  

Mountaineer Falls is located near Elk 
River Falls, just outside the North Caro-
lina town of Elk Park.

Three faculty awarded 
Fulbright grants

Three Appalachian faculty have been 
awarded Fulbright Scholar grants to 
teach and conduct research overseas. 

They are among 800 U.S. fac-
ulty and professionals selected 
this year. 

Betty Smith Coffey, associ-
ate professor of management, 

is teaching courses in the MBA program 
and researching strategic management at 
Sichuan University in Chengdu, China.

As distinguished chair of 
gender studies at the Insti-
tute of Gender Studies at the 
University of Klagenfurt in 
Austria, interdisciplinary stud-

ies professor Maggie McFadden is teach-
ing women’s history and feminist theory 
courses, and researching international 

women activists from 1918-40. 
Al Harris, professor of 

information technology and 
operations management, will 
spend the summer of 2005 

in the MBA program at the Portuguese 
Catholic University in Lisbon, Portugal.

Since 1982, 13 Appalachian faculty 
have received Fulbright grants, which 
are sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of State.

Francis T. Borkowski 
honored by SACS

The Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools’ Commission on Colleges 
has honored former chancellor Francis 

T. Borkowski with its 
Distinguished Leadership 
Award.

Borkowski has been 
active with SACS since 
1985 and a member 
of the organization’s 

Commission on Colleges for six years. 
He served on seven visiting accreditation 
teams and chaired three teams. He 
also served in various leadership roles, 
including chair of the organization’s 
committee on criteria and reports. 

Borkowski served as Appalachian’s 
chancellor from 1993 until June 2003.

SACS’s Commission on Colleges is 
the recognized regional accrediting 
body in 11 U.S. southern states and 
in Latin America for institutions of 
higher education that award associate, 
baccalaureate, master’s, or doctoral 
degrees. 

Appalachian ranked 
among highest

Two national publications recently 
gave Appalachian high rankings. U.S. 
News & World Report’s 2004 America’s 
Best Colleges Guide listed Appalachian 
fourth among the South’s top public 
master’s degree granting universities and 
12th among public and private master’s 
degree granting universities in the South.

U.S. News & World Report’s criteria in-
cluded academic reputation, commitment 
to instruction, student abilities, financial 
resources, and graduation and retention 
rates. 

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine 
listed Appalachian 30th in its ranking of 
100 best values in public colleges. Schools 
were ranked according to cost, debt after 
graduation, financial aid, student-faculty 
ratio and graduation rates.

  On
Campus

“It started as a ‘day on,’ not 

a day off. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.’s wife wanted her 

husband to be celebrated 

with people doing things to 

help one another and their 

community.” 

–student organizer Jennifer L. 
Champion, on Appalachian’s 
MLK Challenge service 
project held Jan. 19.

“Universities are the best 

place to connect knowl-

edge creators with knowl-

edge commercializers.” 

–David Sampson, U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary of Commerce 
for Economic Development, at 
the Future Forward Economic 
Alliance Leadership Summit 
held on campus.

“This was not real home-

coming. This wasn’t even 

real life.” 

– from an editorial in The 
Appalachian student news-
paper, on MTV’s portrayal of 
Appalachian in its homecom-
ing-themed reality TV program 
“Undercover: Hooking Up On 
Campus.”

The Rhododendron staff includes, from left, photographer John Bethune, editor Heather 
Robertson, and section editors Jordan Will and Laurie Tracey.

The Rhododendron returns after 12 years

Coffey

McFadden

Harris

Wayne Duncan

Robert Turchin

Appalachian Trail workers

For the first time in 12 years, 
Appalachian is producing a yearbook. 
The Rhododendron, which documented 
college and university life from 1923 to 
1992, will be revived as a 400-page, 2004 
edition published in August. 

The university stopped publishing 
The Rhododendron after student inter-
est in producing and purchasing year-
books dwindled. “This wasn’t just a prob-
lem at Appalachian. There was a nation-
wide trend to drop university yearbooks,” 
explained David Freeman, student publi-
cations advisor in the Center for Student 
Involvement and Leadership. 

In an effort to reverse that trend, 
Taylor Publishing Company—a leading 

yearbook publisher based in Dallas—has 
developed a plan to revive yearbooks at 
no cost to institutions. Appalachian has 
entered a five-year contract that provides 
funds for production staff, equipment 
and printing costs for the publication. 
The yearbook will sell for $75 a copy.

“This is a great opportunity to bring 
back The Rhododendron,” said senior 
Heather Robertson, who serves as editor-
in-chief. “As with previous yearbooks, 
this year’s will include class photos and 
sections on academics, student life, 
sports, and clubs and organizations. The 
2004 edition also will include a special 
section covering the twelve years The 
Rhododendron was not published.” 
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Grant to fund outreach 
for region’s teenagers

To help more young people from the 
region pursue a college education, the 
university has received funding from the 
Appalachian Regional Commission to 
establish the Appalachian Higher Edu-
cation (AHE) Access Network of North 
Carolina. 

The network will serve as a clearing-
house of information about college prep-

aration and access, 
and provide fund-
ing opportunities 
for high schools in 
Alleghany, Ashe, 
Cherokee, Graham 
and Swain counties 
to establish pre-col-
lege programming.  

Appalachian 
has a long history 
of helping area 
youth gain access 
to higher educa-
tion through its 
College Awareness 

Programs, including GEAR UP and Up-
ward Bound. 

Last fall, Appalachian hosted YO!, a 
youth opportunities workshop sponsored 
by the High Country Workforce Develop-
ment Board Youth Council. Appalachian 
is represented on the council by Upward 
Bound’s Chuck Bowling and Matt Ruble. 
Teenagers attended sessions on time and 
stress management, personal finances, 
study skills, resume writing, college and 
financial aid planning, and other topics. 

  On
Campus

An Appalachian Summer Festival 
celebrates 20 years of artistry 

On July 8, 1984, at 8 p.m., the curtain went up on the 
stage of what is now known as Rosen Concert Hall. Five 
musicians sponsored by the American chapter of The Cho-
pin Foundation, including Gil Morgenstern, Linda Chesis, 

Gayle Smith, Shirley Irek, and Robert Chumbley, walked onto stage and performed 
Percy Grainger’s “Handel in the Strand.”

Since that historic event, the curtain has risen on hundreds of performances as 
An Appalachian Summer Festival has grown from modest roots to one of the nation’s 
leading regional arts festivals.

Past performers include Roberta Peters, André Watts, Pinchas Zukerman, The 
North Carolina Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, The Broyhill Chamber Ensemble, The 
Rosen Outdoor Sculpture Competition, stars of the New York City Ballet, the Ohio 
Ballet, Paul Taylor Dance Company, Miami City Ballet, the Acting Company, Signature 
Theatre Company, lecturers from the Smithsonian Institution, The Glenn Miller Or-
chestra, Judy Collins, Willie Nelson, Arlo Guthrie and more. 

Accolades from the public and the press reflect the breadth and quality of An Ap-
palachian Summer Festival, which has been named one of the “top twenty events in 
the Southeast” by the Southeast Tourism Society for more than a decade. According 
to The Charlotte Observer, the festival is “as close as North Carolina gets to having its 
own Spoleto.” National Public Radio’s “Performance Today” regularly broadcasts the 
festival’s concert series by the Broyhill Chamber Ensemble. And Southern Living maga-
zine proclaims that “Appalachian State University’s ambitious An Appalachian Summer 
Festival brings to town a month-long whirlwind of top-notch classical, jazz and folk 
performers, plus ballet, dance, drama and visual arts. Call it high culture in the high 
country, and look for plenty of options to choose among…” 

In 2003, Winston Salem’s NPR affiliate station, WFDD Public Radio, produced a fea-
ture segment focusing on the festival’s innovative “Works in Progress” Series, bringing 
additional acclaim to both the university and the festival.

Festival dates for 2004 are July 1-31. Performers will include Atlanta Ballet, pianist 
André Watts, Eastern Philharmonic Orchestra, The North Carolina Symphony, Hub-
bard Street Dance Chicago, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, PDQ Bach and Doc Watson. 

For details about An Appalachian Summer Festival, or to join the festival’s mailing list, call 
the Office of Cultural Affairs at (828) 262-6084, ext. 100. 

Campaign Handoff
Ed Broyhill (center), captain of the Campaign for 
Athletics leadership team, takes the “campaign 
ball” handoff from George Goodyear, chair of the 
Athletics Facilities Plan study committee, during 
halftime of the Georgia Southern football game last 
fall. The campaign is working to raise $15 million 
in private donations as part of the $32 million effort 
to support improvements to Appalachian’s athletic 
facilities. Improvements include renovating and 
expanding Owens Field House for additional locker 
rooms, training facilities and offices; converting 
Varsity Gym into a indoor training facility; and in-
creasing Kidd Brewer Stadium capacity to 21,000 
with additional stadium enhancements. 

Upward Bound’s 
Chuck Bowling helps 
a high schooler fill out 
college applications.

In An Appalachian Summer’s early years, North Carolina Symphony double bassist Bob Anderson, 
Rachel Rivers-Coffey, Muriel Rosen, John Thomas and conductor James Ogle perform “A Grand, 
Grand Overture for Three Vacuum Cleaners, One Floor Polisher and Full Orchestra” by Malcolm 
Arnold. Right, opera star Roberta Peters signs an autograph.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
www.cas.appstate.edu

Undergraduate professional writing concentration offered 

Award-winning teaching
Religion professor Alan Hauser, pic-

tured above, was among College of Arts 
and Sciences faculty honored by their 
peers for teaching and research excel-
lence in 2003. Hauser, a faculty member 
since 1972, received the Outstanding 
Teacher Award. Other award-winners were 
Craig Fischer, English, who received the 
William C. Strickland Outstanding Young 
Faculty Award; William Brewer, English, 
Donald W. Sink Outstanding Scholar 
Award; and Denise Goetz, history, Out-
standing Part-time Teaching Award. Holly 
Hirst of mathematical sciences received 
the Jimmy Smith Outstanding Service 
Award. Inducted into the college’s Acad-
emy of Outstanding Teachers were Scott 
Jessee, history; Elaine O’Quinn, English; 
Cinthia Pratt, sociology and social work; 
and Barbara Zaitzow, political science/
criminal justice. 

The U.S. Department of Labor reports 
that a new technical product is released 
into the market every 17 seconds. Skilled 
writers are needed to explain these prod-
ucts. That’s why Appalachian has added a 
professional writing concentration to its 
bachelor of arts degree in English.

“It’s a very practical concentration,” 
says Melissa E. Barth, interim program 
coordinator and professor in the Depart-
ment of English. “Professional and techni-
cal writers work in all areas of business 
and industry, from law firms to advertising 

agencies, to hospitals and government. 
Ours is an information-driven economy, 
and our program graduates will be skilled 
in gathering and conveying information 
to a wide variety of reading audiences.”

The concentration’s courses include 
technical writing, business writing, edit-
ing, and documentation, which involves 
creating materials such as users and tech-
nical manuals, on-line help, and Web-re-
lated materials for the computer industry. 

“People have always depended on writ-
ing specialists to ‘translate’ complicated 

information into language the general 
public can understand and use: for ex-
ample, directions for operating equip-
ment safely, taking medications correctly, 
or setting the clock on your DVD player,” 
Barth explains.

The professional writing concentration 
joins one concentration already offered 
within Appalachian’s BA degree in Eng-
lish: creative writing. In addition, the Eng-
lish program prepares teachers through 
its BS degree, secondary education. 

Searching 
beyond our world

As NASA’s robotic explorers beamed images back from Mars this winter, media attention 
also was drawn to one of the Department of Physics and Astronomy’s ongoing research 
projects: helping NASA find other planets similar to Earth.

Professor Richard Gray has worked about three years 
on a federally funded project to provide basic data on 
3,600 stars within 130 light years of Earth. NASA expects 
to use the data in planning future missions to find life on 
other planets.

Gray is the principal investigator in the joint effort 
involving Appalachian State University’s Dark Sky 
Observatory, the Vatican Observatory’s research group at 
the University of Arizona in Tucson, and the David Dunlap 
Observatory in Ontario, Canada. 

The research group presented initial findings to more than 2,000 astronomers in January 
at the American Astronomical Society meeting held in Atlanta. The Winston-Salem Journal 
reported that Gray and his colleagues have measured stellar activity in more than half the 
stars, which has helped them sort stars into groups depending on their activity and how 
they compare to the Sun.

The research group has been studying nearby stars’ basic characteristics, such as 
temperature, size, chemical composition and age. 

Used for teaching and research since 1981, Appalachian’s Dark Sky Observatory opened 
its doors to the public last August when Mars reached its closest point to Earth in 60,000 
years. More than 1,000 people gazed at the red planet through the observatory’s 32-inch 
telescope during a two-day public viewing. Dark Sky Observatory is located off the Blue 
Ridge Parkway in Ashe County. 

Everyone is curious about Mars these days, 
from NASA officials to schoolchildren. 

Right, a Hubble Space Telescope 
photo of Mars during 2003 when 

it came within 35 million miles 
of earth, and below, seventh-

grader Aaron Yates views 
Mars through the eyepiece 
of Appalachian’s 32-inch 

telescope.
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Four inducted into Rhododendron Society

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
www.ced.appstate.edu

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
www.business.appstate.edu

A $150,000 gift from Martha Guy of Av-
ery County will be used to establish a sum-
mer program through the Walker College 
of Business for high school seniors inter-
ested in business and economics.

The Martha Guy Summer Institute for 
Future Business Leaders will begin this 
summer. Approximately 25 students from 
across the state will attend classes and live 
in campus residence halls. Deanne Smith, 
Appalachian State University’s former 
assistant director of admissions, has been 
hired to direct the institute.

Guy, president of Avery County Bank 
before its recent sale to First Citizens 
Bank, currently serves as a consultant to 
the bank’s new owner. Her interest in 
and enthusiasm for the institute is partly 
a result of a similar experience she had 
on a college campus while still in high 
school. Guy has committed to funding the 
program for several years.

The institute will help high school 
students develop a stronger interest in 
business and strengthen their ability to 
succeed in college. Classes and seminars 
will be taught by Appalachian faculty 
and visiting business leaders. Students 
also will tour businesses created by local 
entrepreneurs and visit Washington, D.C. 
and New York City.

“We will be forever indebted to Martha 
Guy for allowing this dream to become 
reality. The Martha Guy Institute will be 
a unique opportunity for those selected 
to be involved,” said Lyle Schoenfeldt, 

Walker Colleges’s acting dean.

For information on the summer 
institute, contact Deanne Smith at 
smith2dr@appstate.edu  

Gift establishes summer institute for future business leaders

Interim Provost Ken Peacock, far left, and donor Martha Guy, Walker College Director of Development Beth Alexander and Interim Chancellor Harvey 
Durham stand in front of a portrait of Guy’s father, founder of the Avery County Bank.

For the first time since the Harlan E. Boyles Distinguished 
CEO Lecture Series began 16 years ago, the featured speaker 
was a Walker College graduate. Robert  S. Stec ’76 ’77 MBA, 
chairman and CEO of Lexington Home Brands in Lexington, 
received a standing ovation for his Nov.12 presentation on 
“Passion & Leadership: What’s It To You?”

Stec, an experienced leader in consumer products marketing 
and business management, encouraged students as future 
business leaders to “develop your creative side,” because 
“these jobs are in tremendous demand and will be for your 
lifetime.” 

This was not Stec’s first visit back to campus. He is a 
frequent participant in Walker College activities. He has been a 
speaker for the Beta Gamma Sigma induction ceremony and a 

Lewis L. Mack Alumni Day participant. 

Last year, Stec was an executive-in-residence for two days, lecturing in undergraduate 
and graduate classes. He met with representatives of the Technology Furniture Program and 
held discussions on the furniture industry with students and academic leaders in the William 
R. Holland Fellows for Business Study in Asia Program. 

In 2002, Stec was appointed to the college’s Business Advisory Council. He is a 1994 
recipient of the university’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

Alum Robert S. Stec returns as Boyles CEO lecturer

Cheryl Knight

ABSPD publishes 
“Sharon’s Stories”

Sharon Turcot of Greensboro, hin-
dered by dyslexia all her life, learned to 
read at age 52. Her journey from a non-
reader to a person enjoying the promise 
that knowledge of words can offer has 
been transcribed into a collection of short 
stories that can help other adults strug-
gling with literacy.

“Sharon’s Stories,” as told by Turcot 
to RCOE’s Cheryl S. Knight, is available 
through Appalachian State University’s 
Adult Basic Skills Professional Develop-
ment Project. ABSPD provides resources 
and training programs to North Carolina 
community college instructors who teach 
basic skills and help build successful lit-
eracy programs.  

Knight, ABSPD’s director, first heard 
Sharon’s passionate personal story at a 
gathering of volunteers to instruct adult 
beginning readers. Turcot agreed to have 
her stories recorded, and she illustrated 
the book with her own watercolors.  

“The stories will serve as a 
means of identifying with 

other adults who find reading 
difficult, while at the same 
time, provide a delightful 
look at life filled with hu-
mor, tears, frustrations, 
and hope,” Knight says.  

Copies of “Sharon’s 
Stories” are avail-
able for $10 each by 

contacting ABSPD at 
knightcs@appstate.edu or 

(828) 262-2269. Proceeds 
will be used for training tu-
tors and instructors of adult 

beginning readers. 

Each year, the Reich College of Education recognizes alumni accomplishments 
with its highest honor, induction into the Rhododendron Society. The Rhododen-
dron Society honors Appalachian alumni whose service to education as teachers, 
librarians, administrators or human service professionals has been remarkable and 
exemplary. 

The 2003 recipients are Pfafftown’s Bryce and Izoria Gordon, both class 
of ’49, Helen Beatty Heafner ’43 of Taylorsville and L. Dent Miller ’55 of 
Statesville. All are graduates of Appalachian State Teachers College. 

The Gordons both worked as teachers in Forsyth County. Much of Bryce’s ca-
reer was devoted to serving as a teacher and assistant principal at the elementary 
level. Izoria taught third grade through seventh grade. She was widely recognized 
as an outstanding teacher known for her planning and teaching skills. 

The Gordons continue their service to education in their retirement. They are 
active leaders in the Retired School Personnel Organization in Forsyth County, 
have provided leadership in improving benefits for teachers and retired teachers, 
and have been active in local and state efforts to improve support for teachers and 
education.

Miller worked in education in Cabarrus County, Statesville and Salisbury. As a 
teacher, coach and principal, he provided exemplary leadership during a period in 
education characterized by a significantly changing curriculum and complex social 
issues. Miller provided outstanding leadership in the integration of schools and 
communities. 

In 1998, Miller began a successful career in the restaurant business. He current-
ly serves on the Appalachian State University Foundation Board of Directors.

Heafner taught elementary school in Alexander County for 42 years, the last 35 
at Ellendale Elementary. Heafner was a classic teacher: gentle and quiet in style, 
but strong and committed to teaching and learning. Her lifelong love of music and 
people enabled her to help students experience success beyond their expectations.

Heafner is an active participant in the Hickory Community Concert Association, 
a board member with Alexander County’s Hiddenite Center, and a charter mem-
ber of RCOE’s Advancement Council.  

To nominate someone for induction in The Rhododendron Society, contact 
Bryan Brooks, RCOE director of development, at (828) 262-6571 or 
brooksjb@appstate.edu. Deadline for this year’s nominations is April 15.

2003’s Rhododendron Society inductees, from left, are Helen Betty 
Heafner, Izoria and Bryce Gordon, and L. Dent Miller.
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A skid steer loader given to Appala-
chian State University by Caterpillar Inc. 
will lighten the workload of programs in 
the Department of Technology and the 
university’s sustainable development pro-
gram. 

The loader, valued at $25,500, will be 
used at the university’s teaching and re-
search farm in Valle Crucis (cover story, 

AT Spring 2003), in the construction 
technology program where students work 
on various building projects, and in the 
classroom by students studying electrical, 
hydraulic and pneumatic mechanisms.

“Not only does the Caterpillar dona-
tion create new project capabilities, but 
it will, no doubt, serve as a motivator for 
construction technology students who 
will seek involvement in projects for the 
chance to learn to use this equipment. 
First-hand knowledge of equipment op-
eration and maintenance will be valuable 
to them in their new careers,” said Debra 
Edwards, chair of the Department of 
Technology.

The skid steer loader, assembled in 
Sanford, is part of a new line of skid steer 
loaders and multiterrain loaders – com-
pact construction machines often used by 
residential and small commercial builders 
to grade land, dig foundations and load 
materials. 

Caterpillar Inc. donates skid steer loader 

University and Caterpillar officials unveil the 
skid steer loader at the Valle Crucis farm.

China seeks knowledge 
from HLES faculty

A delegation from China’s National 
Research Institute of Sports Medicine and 
the State Sport General Administration of 
China visited Appalachian’s Department 
of Health, Leisure and Exercise Science 
in November to learn the latest research 
in sports and nutrition as their athletes 
prepare for the summer 2008 Olympic 
Games, which will be held in Beijing. 

“China wants to be as ready as they 
possibly can be—scientifically and 
athletically—prior to the Olympics,” said 
Professor David Nieman, director of 
Appalachian’s Human Performance Lab.  
“Our research on the effects of nutrition 
and the immune response to exercise is 
what has attracted their attention.” 

Nieman’s research, which has garnered 
media attention from The Washington 
Post, Runner’s World and other publica-
tions, has shown that carbohydrate sports 
drinks are the one supplement that can 
help athletes better recover from high-
intensity exercise. High doses of Vitamin 
C and E do not improve an athlete’s 
immune system and, in fact, may have 
negative effects, according to studies 
conducted at Appalachian. 

While on campus, the Chinese officials 
discussed the possibility of future collab-
orative research with Appalachian faculty. 
In preparing for the visit, the director 
of China’s Sports Nutrition Center, Yang 
Zeyi, wrote to Nieman that his country 
has been researching sports nutrition for 
three decades, but opportunities to share 
or collaborate on research in the field 
have been limited.

Nieman met a member of the Chinese 
group while attending an International 
Olympic Committee Consensus Confer-
ence on Sports Nutrition held in Switzer-
land. 

GRADUATE SCHOOL
www.graduate.appstate.edu

COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS
www.faa.appstate.edu

For the latest College of Fine and Applied Arts news, visit www.faa.appstate.edu

Training 
Tower 

As part of their 
officer training 

for the U.S. Army, 
Appalachian’s 

ROTC cadets 
rappel down a new 

40-foot climbing 
tower inaugurated 

this academic 
year. The wooden 
structure, located 
behind the Quinn 

Recreation Center 
on Stadium Drive, 
was dedicated in 

memory of Sgt. 
Maj. Pete Lynch, 
a long-standing 

supporter of 
Appalachian’s 
Department of 

Military Science 
and ROTC program. 

About 140 
students from a 

variety of majors 
participate in 

ROTC. 

Internationally known exercise science professor 
David Nieman, far right, talks with Chinese sports 
officials during their campus visit.

NEW LOCATION The offices of the Cratis D. Williams Graduate 
School have moved from the B.B. Dougherty 

Administration Building to John Thomas Hall, second floor. Information on Appalachian’s 51 
graduate programs and eight certificate programs is available at www.graduate.appstate.edu

Macedonian student 
joins MPA program

The international connections of the mas-
ter’s in public administration program are be-
ing enhanced by its first student from Macedo-
nia, Branko Dimeski. Dimeski has come to Ap-
palachian from St. Kliment Ohridski in Bitola, a 
city in southwestern Macedonia. He graduated 
with a degree in global economy with a concen-
tration in international fiscal economy.

The MPA program has hosted numerous stu-
dents from Poland as part of its outreach efforts 
in helping former Soviet bloc countries further 
establish their local governments. Dimeski sees 
a degree from Appalachian as offering “many 
opportunities in other countries.”  

Macedonia is formerly a part of the Republic 
of Yugoslavia and gained its independence 
in 1991. It is bordered by Greece, Bulgaria, 
Albania, Serbia and Montenegro.  It has a 
parliamentary democracy with an elected 
government and a population of roughly two 
million people. 

Dimeski became familiar with the MPA 
program through his mentor, Violeta Panovska, 
now the rector of St. Kliment Ohridski, who 
knew the program’s director, Marvin Hoffman, 
in Appalachian’s Department of Political 
Science/Criminal Justice.  Dimeski said he 
wanted to further his education, 
but that no MPA program 
was available near his 
home. Encouraged by 
Panovska and Hoffman, 
he is now in his second 
semester at Appalachian. 
He has found the university 
to be a “very nice place for 
studying and meeting new 
people.” 

Panovska visited Appalachian 
in February to explore possible 
cooperative arrangements 
with Appalachian to 
strengthen St. Kliment 
Ohridski’s newly 
established public 
administration degree 
program. 

Mother and daughter earn master’s degrees
Wilkes County teachers Sharon Warren ’96 ’03 and Angela Roten ’98 ’03 share 

more than family ties. The mother/daughter pair celebrated graduation Dec. 
13, 2003, after taking every class together toward their master of arts degrees in 
middle grades education.

They completed their degrees through Appalachian State University’s off-cam-
pus program at Wilkes Community College. 

“If we weren’t in the program together, we 
wouldn’t have finished. We encouraged each 
other and kept going, class by class,” says War-
ren, a fifth grade teacher at Millers Creek El-
ementary School.

They completed the program in two and a 
half years while teaching full time.

“People say it’s weird that I’ve gone to school 
with my mom, but we have a really good relationship,” says Roten, who teaches 
eighth grade at West Wilkes Middle School.

Both women earned their undergraduate degrees at Appalachian, too. Warren 
was a teacher’s assistant for 17 years before earning her bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education in 1996. Roten finished her bachelor’s in middle grades edu-
cation in 1998. While they did not take classes together back then, they did form a 
special bond.

Warren and Roten said they chose to pursue their master’s degrees because 
they wanted to enhance their professionalism. With Appalachian’s convenient off-
campus program in Wilkes County, they thought they’d give graduate school a try.

“The community college is just down the road from where we live,” Warren 
says. “We used what would have been driving time up to Boone as study time.”  

Appalachian offers 40 off-
campus undergraduate and 
graduate cohort programs 
in education, business and 
social work. For details, visit 
www.ext-dl.appstate.edu or 
call (828) 262-3113.

Angela Roten, far right, follows her mother, Sharon Warren, to their seats at December 
commencement.
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From the President’s Pen
Appalachian alumni – 
proud, loyal and committed

The feeling I get from wearing black and gold is pride. Black and 
Gold pride! Pride in our university! Our love for the Black and Gold is 
reflected in this poem shared with me by a friend:

“Some colors may be more bold 
Than ours of Black and Gold 
But Mountaineers I will attest  
Are among the nation’s very best  
No school old or new 
Can compare with ASU!”

Looking back and acknowledging the past—the leadership, the 
growth and development of our university—we realize that the present 
grew out of the past and that the future is full of hope for even better 
accomplishments for Appalachian State University. The new library, 
the Turchin Center for the Visual Arts, the parking deck and planned 
athletic facility improvements are notable facility improvements.

Efforts to increase the number of underrepresented groups will 
continue as diversity is a watchword for student and faculty growth. 
The Appalachian Millennial Campus, designed to provide a base 
for coordinating initiatives with business, agencies and non-profit 
organizations, will promote public-private partnerships. Northwest 
North Carolina as well as the Piedmont region will benefit directly from 
Appalachian’s educational outreach. Development efforts are made 
professionally to grow endowments, which help provide scholarships 
for deserving students.

This is where we come in. Our pride, our loyalty and our commit-
ment as alumni of Appalachian make a difference. We can make a 
difference by helping Appalachian fulfill its mission of education, schol-
arship and research, and public service.

Some alumni take big steps as they endeavor to support 
Appalachian. Others take small steps. Some alumni are sprinters. 
Some are long-distance runners. Regardless of our stride, all are 
needed in the race to reach the goals of Appalachian State University. 
All are players in the Appalachian venture for more involvement and 
greater participation in all causes. To claim the distinctive opportuni-
ties that set Appalachian alumni and university programs apart from 
others, we must be proud, loyal and committed.

The strongest steel is forged from the hottest fire. Get on fire for 
Appalachian State University!

I hope you will think that I am proud, loyal and committed to 
Appalachian State University and the Alumni Association and its mis-
sion because I am. I am going to think that you are proud, loyal and 
committed to Appalachian State University and the Alumni Association 

and its mission because I believe you are. 
Regardless of our position in life’s journey, let us 
all do the three tangible things that will continue 
the growth of our university: be proud, be loyal 
and be committed.

Bill Brown ’55 ’58
President, Appalachian Alumni Association

This issue includes class notes received by the 
Donor Advancement Services Office May 19, 
2003, through November 18, 2003.

’52 AWARDS/HONORS: Carl “Ace” 
Clarke, Kernersville, football field at 

East Forsyth High School named in his honor as 
the school’s first football coach. Steve Gabriel, 
Boone, named to the Watauga County Sports 
Hall of Fame.

’53 AWARDS/HONORS: Jack Groce, 
Boone, named to the Watauga County 

Sports Hall of Fame.

’58 AWARDS/HONORS: George Beas-
ley, named one of Radio Ink magazine’s 

40 Most Powerful People in Radio. He is chairman, 
founder and chief executive officer of Beasley 
Broadcast Group, Inc., Naples, FL.

’59 AWARDS/HONORS: Ruth Nixon 
Powell, received the state award of 

Volunteer Extension Education Program given by 
N.C. Extension and Community Association, Inc. 
after winning in her local county and district. She 
is a retired teacher from Asheboro City Schools, 
Asheboro.

RETIREMENTS: John Matthews, as a 
consultant for Gardner Glass, North Wilkesboro, 
after 44 years in the mirror industry.

’62 AWARDS/HONORS: Archie Ritchie, 
recipient of Alumnae Advising Award 

from Peace College. He is a mathematics profes-
sor at Peace College, Raleigh. J. Matt Smith, 
Marion, elected chairman, board of trustees at 
McDowell Tech Community College.

’63 AWARDS/HONORS: James Greene, 
Annandale, VA, received two Department 

of Homeland Security/FEMA Director’s Awards for 
selfless response to the attack of Sept. 11.

’64 RETIREMENTS: Rachel Justice 
Goodgame, as teacher in Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools, Charlotte, after 32 years 
as an educator.

’67 DEGREES: Shirley McCraw Smith, 
Durham, PhD in biology and science 

education, North Carolina State University.

NEW POSITIONS: Jerry Barker, associate 
vice chancellor for student affairs, N.C. State 
University, Raleigh.

’68 AWARDS/HONORS: R. Vaughn 
Hayes received the Outstanding Service 

Award from Appalachian State University’s Alumni 
Association. He is vice president of store planning 
at Lowe’s Companies, Inc., North Wilkesboro. 
Sam Adams, Boone, named to the Watauga 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

RETIREMENTS: Linda Hudson Fontenot, 
as librarian in Louisiana Public School System, 
Crowley, LA. Wanda Harris, as business and 
vocational education teacher for 35 years and 
28 years of yearbook creating at Morehead 
High School, Eden.

’69 WEDDINGS: Kathryn Carson and 
James Howard Sr., Columbia, SC, May 

17.

RETIREMENTS: Jim Coleman, from Shaw 
Industries, Loveland, OH, after 26 years in the 
carpet business. Oma Jean Gregory Martin, 
from Franklin City Public Schools, Courtland, VA, 
after 31 years of service. She is a cataloger with 
the Blackwater Regional Library.

’70 AWARDS/HONORS: Vickie Holland 
Taylor, selected by students at Danville 

Community College as Teacher of the Year. She 
is an assistant professor of sociology at Danville 
Community College, Danville, VA.

NEW POSITIONS: Kent Daniel, special 
agent, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
TSA, Office of Internal Affairs, Atlanta, GA.

RETIREMENTS: Jo Ann Puckett Orr, from 
teaching, after 31 years as an educator. She is 
working part time as a PRT for Winston-Salem 
Forsyth County Schools, High Point. Michael 
Ingram, from Lee County Schools, Sanford, 
after 33 years as an educator and administrator.

’71 AWARDS/HONORS: Clayton Cooke, 
Boone, appointed to the board of direc-

tors of Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corpora-
tion. Edgar Whitener’s eighth grade band earned 
a superior rating at the Northwest District Band 
Festival in grade III music. He is the band director 
at William Lenoir Middle School, Lenoir.

RETIREMENTS: Clayton Cooke, as internal 
auditor and project manager for business 
system implementations at Appalachian State 
University, Boone, after 32 years of service. Pat 
Hardin, from Asheboro City Schools, Asheboro, 
after 31 years as an educator.

’72 AWARDS/HONORS: Alan Brantley 
received the Distinguished Alumni Award 

from Appalachian State University’s Alumni Asso-
ciation. He is a supervisory special agent with the 
FBI, Burke, VA. Jean Pennell Reid, president 
Alpha Xi chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. She is 
an administrator in Alexander County Schools, 
Alexander Central High School, Taylorsville.

RETIREMENTS: Linda Todd Pardue, as 
teacher at Jonesville School, Jonesville, after 31 
years as an educator.

’73 AWARDS/HONORS: Dayle Mar-
chette Timmons, selected as Burdines 

Florida Teacher of the Year. She is a special edu-
cation teacher and primary literacy coach at Chets 
Creek Elementary School, Jacksonville Beach, FL.

SCHOOL OF MUSIC
www.music.appstate.edu Class  Notes 

     and 
Alumni News

The Hayes School of Music is expand-
ing its ethnomusicology curriculum. Assis-
tant Professor Laurie Semmes, an expert 

in the study of music of 
other cultures, explains 
why: “Music, as a part of 
the arts, is one medium 
through which we can 
learn about people and 
cultures with whom we 
are not immediately 
familiar. The more we 
learn about other cul-

tures, the better the chances we will have 
communicating with them.”

Semmes joined Appalachian State 
University’s music faculty last fall. Her 
ethnomusicology courses this semester 
include perspectives on musical styles and 
introduction to world music. “My focus 
is on celebrating all the different types 
of music that originated outside America 
and have taken root in the United States,” 
Semmes said of her teaching. 

In metropolitan areas like Miami, for 
example, one has only to turn the radio 
dial to hear the influences of international 
cultures. Stations offer music as ethnically 
diverse as klezmer, a form of Jewish music, 
to salsa. Queens, N.Y., is home to 80 differ-
ent ethnic groups, Semmes said. Detroit 

Roosevelt Escalante conducts one of 
three vocal ensembles gaining popularity 
among Appalachian students.

has a large Arabic community. Greek, Pol-
ish, Ukrainian and Russian communities 
can be found across the United States. 

Each ethnic group has its own musical 
traditions. “When you think about the 
growth of the Internet and information 

technology in the last 20 to 30 years, we 
have never had a global community at this 
level before, and boy, are we behind in 
learning about other cultures,” Semmes 
said. “Right now it’s imperative that these 
courses are a part of our curriculum.” 

School expands study of cultures’ musical influences

Music therapist wins national award 
Cathy McKinney, director of Appalachian’s 

music therapy program, received the Award 
of Merit from the American Music Therapy 
Association for 2003. The association noted her 
pioneering work examining the Bonny Method of 
Guided Imagery and Music and her collaborative 
research with health professions across many 
disciplines.

The Bonny Method is an advanced music 
psychotherapy method that uses classical music 
and depth imagery to explore consciousness. 
McKinney’s research has examined psychological 
and physiological changes that participants 
experience as a result of this method. 

McKinney, pictured left, founded Appala-
chian’s music therapy program in 1997. Gradu-
ates are working across the United States in pal-
liative care, medical and psychiatric hospitals, 
schools, nursing homes, residential care centers 
for adults with dementia or developmental dis-
abilities, hospices, and in private practice.

Laurie Semmes

“Music is all about sharing with other 
people,” says Roosevelt Escalante. The 
Men’s Glee Club, Jazz Vocal Ensemble and 
the Gospel Choir, which he directs in the 
Hayes School of Music, allow students to 
explore their love of music—regardless of 
their major.

“These are non-auditioned ensembles,” 
he said. “The majority of the members 
aren’t music majors, but they are lifelong 
lovers of music who realize that music is 
important to their lives.”  

Escalante joined Appalachian’s 
music faculty in fall 2003. In addition 
to directing, he teaches classes in 

music theory and aural skills.

This year’s Gospel Choir has 
112 members, up from 75 in the 
past, and is more than just a sing-
ing ensemble. “It’s a huge tool 
for minority recruitment and 
retention,” Escalante said. 

The Men’s Glee Club totaled 
32 singers during fall semester, 

and is expected to attract more than 50 
this spring. 

“There is something about the power 
of people coming together to make 
music,” Escalante said. “If you pull out the 
individual, he or she may not have the 
talent to make it on their own. Through 
the ensemble, they increase their potential 
to make good music. Through teamwork, 
everyone can 
achieve more.” 

Vocal 
ensembles 

attract music 
lovers

20  Appalachian Today   Spring 2004 Appalachian Today   Spring 2004        21



Baker named honorary alumnus
L.M. “Bud” Baker Jr. of Winston-Salem, retired chairman of 

Wachovia Corp., has been named an honorary alumnus for his 
contributions to the university.

Baker has shared his leadership 
expertise and provided counsel to 
students in the Walker College of 
Business. He has twice been the 
Harlan E. Boyles Distinguished CEO 
Lecture Series speaker. He endowed 
a Partners In Excellence Professorship 
to reward teaching excellence and 
provide financial support to enhance 

classroom learning. His contributions to the Holland Fellows Program 
have supported international travel, cultural exchanges and other 
activities that broaden the international experiences of Appalachian 
students and faculty.

NEW POSITIONS: Dianne Smith Hines, 
president/CEO, Hines Appraisals, Inc., Wilming-
ton. Gary Ennis, director, Carpenter Company, 
Inc., M.H. Reinhart Technical Center, North 
American Slabstock Technology, Richmond, 
VA. R. Steven Bailey, senior vice president, 
securities division, Integrity Financial Corpora-
tion, Hickory. Sam Ross, vice president of 
institutional advancement, Columbia College 
Chicago, Chicago, IL.

RETIREMENTS: Julie Fleck Corder, as 
teacher in the Mount Airy School System, Mount 
Airy, after 30 years as an educator. Norma 
Gillis Bentley, Hickory, as a school media 
coordinator, after 30 years of service. Paula 
Swain Hinkle, as English teacher at Ledford 
High School, Thomasville, after 30 years as 
an educator. R. Steven Bailey, Hickory, from 
Wachovia Securities. Raymond Muzika, from 
Horry County Schools, Myrtle Beach, SC. Son-
dra Johnston Autry, as an elementary teacher 
in Onslow County School System, Richlands, 
after 30 years as an educator.

’74 AWARDS/HONORS: Ellen Simpson 
Jampole, one of six-member team to be 

presented an Excellence in the Incorporation of 
Non-technological Innovations in Teaching Award 
for their project titled Thematic Methods Block. 
She is a childhood education faculty member, 
literacy professor, at the State University of New 
York College at Cortland, Cortland, NY. Grace 
Smith Martin, Raleigh, nominated Teacher of 
the Year of Leesville Elementary School by her 
fellow teachers. 

NEW POSITIONS: Charles Beck, director 
of public works and engineering, City of Lenoir, 
Lenoir. Patricia Shoun Taylor, director of sys-
tems accounting, Appalachian State University, 
Boone.

RETIREMENTS: Charles Barton, from 
the State of N.C. Juvenile Services Division, 
Wentworth. Wanda Petty Muzika, from Horry 
County Schools, Myrtle Beach, SC.

’75 AWARDS/HONORS: Jimmy Flythe, 
awarded both the Builder of the Year by 

Star Manufacturing Company from more than 800 
international builders for top sales in the organiza-
tion and the top award from Metal Construction 
News for the design and construction of North 
Raleigh Christian Academy. He is president of 
Flythe Construction Company, Inc., Raleigh.

RETIREMENTS: Don Holmes, from the City 
of Winston-Salem, Winston-Salem, after 26 
years of service.

’76 AWARDS/HONORS: Donna Wells, 
awarded the Margaret Shepherd Golden 

Apple for Teaching Excellence. She is a physi-
cal education teacher at Oakland School, Boyd 
Tavern, VA. James Pippin Jr., selected for Keizai 
Koho Center Fellowship by National Council for 

the Social Studies. He is a world cultures teacher 
at Rockingham Junior High School, Rockingham. 
Jane Thomas Saunders, selected by colleagues 
as Teacher of the Year. She is a computer 
resource teacher at D.C. Virgo Middle School, 
Wilmington.

RETIREMENTS: Larry Brooks, as principal of 
Pembroke Elementary School, Pembroke, after 
19 years as a principal in Robeson County.

’77 AWARDS/HONORS: Jeff Norris, 
Hickory, awarded honorary doctor of 

humane letters by Lenoir-Rhyne College. He also 
authored and published a book titled “The Nor-
rises of Watauga: A Genealogy of John Norris, 
Minuteman.”

’78 AWARDS/HONORS: Tom Trexler, 
selected by Watauga County Schools 

central office administrative staff and local 
principals as the district’s Wachovia Principal of 
the Year co-sponsored by the N.C. Department 
of Public Instruction and Wachovia Bank, N.A., 
N.C. He is principal at Bethel Elementary School, 
Boone.

NEW POSITIONS: Dennis Lyons, associate, 
Keller Williams Realty, Hickory. Harold Daniel 
Jr., associate professor with tenure, market-
ing, Maine Business School, Orono, ME. Mark 
Greeson, purchasing assistant manager, ASMO 
Greenville of N.C., Inc., Greenville.

’80 AWARDS/HONORS: Kenneth Davis, 
named one of three finalists for MetLife 

Financial Services Associate Financial Planner of 
the Year. This follows his being named Southern 
Zone Financial Planner of the Year. He is a finan-
cial planner for First Genesis Group, an agency of 
MetLife, Charlotte. S. Hugh Blythe Jr., Charlotte, 
received certification from the Association for 
Healthcare Resource and Materials Management 
of the American Hospital Association as a certified 
materials resource professional. Tom Carroll, 
appointed by Gov. Easley to serve a six-year term 
as a member of the North Carolina Mining Com-
mission. He is manager of business development/
government relations at Vulcan Construction 
Materials Company, LP, Winston-Salem.

NEW POSITIONS: Dan Wilson, high school 
teacher, Stanly County Schools, Norwood.

BIRTHS: Mike and Kathy Foster Francois, 
West Chester, OH, a son, Griffin Foster, Feb. 20.

’81 AWARDS/HONORS: Rick Pierce, 
recipient of the national Professional 

Insurance Agent Company Representative of the 
Year Award by the National Association of Profes-
sional Insurance Agents. He is vice president and 
senior marketing manager at GMAC Insurance, 
Winston-Salem.

NEW POSITIONS: Dardanelle Clark Wilson, 
high school teacher, Stanly County Schools, 
Norwood. Erin Elam Pearson, senior paralegal, 

Swecker earns 
presidential award

Chris Swecker ’78 has 
received the presidential rank of 
meritorious executive, an award 
recognizing excellent public 
service in federal government. He 
is head of FBI operations in North 
Carolina. 

The award recognizes, in 
part, his two-month stint overseeing FBI operations in Iraq last 
fall. The (Raleigh) News & Observer reported that Swecker was 
also given the award for his work in investigating the Meg Scott 
Phipps corruption scandal, fugitive Eric Rudolph, law enforce-
ment officers engaged in gambling and the narcotics trade, 
and a cigarette-smuggling scheme that was funding Hezbollah 
terrorism.

The Appalachian Alumni Association honored Swecker and 
his career in 2002 with its Distinguished Alumni Award.

Have you lost your class ring?
Appalachian’s Alumni Affairs office has information from 
people who have found class rings and want to return them to 
their owners. If you or a family member has lost a silver 1903 
ring, a 1977 ring engraved with the initials C.B.S., or a women’s 

1980 ring with the initials S.L.W, contact 
Alumni Affairs at (828) 262-2038 or email 

alumni@appstate.edu.

Class  Notes 
     and 
Alumni News

continued on page 26

What attracted you to the university?
I have been aware of Appalachian State University ever since my husband 

and I began coming to the High Country, some 15 years ago. When we bought 
a second home here, I became very interested in the growth of the campus, the 
growing reputation of the university and the wonderful events and community 
outreach occurring here. Then when we made the decision last year to live 
here full time, the opportunity in the Alumni Affairs office became even 
more compelling and intriguing to me. I think it’s wonderful to be part of 
an organization that plays such a strong role in the community.

Tell me about your first few weeks on the 
job in Alumni Affairs.

It’s been great. I’ve been completely immersing myself 
and spending lots of time meeting and listening to alumni 
volunteers, administrators, faculty and staff. I’ve been on 
the road visiting alumni as well. I’m trying to meet as 
many folks as I can, as quickly as I can, so I can hear 
what they have to say and then can really begin to 
focus with the rest of our team on the programs and 
activities we want to carry forward. People could 
not be more welcoming and warm.

Q&A with Lynn Drury
In meeting people, what do you sense is the greatest 
need for the alumni program?

First of all, I hear very positive things about the alumni program already, 
and I’m very impressed with the enthusiasm, passion and commitment of our 
alumni and friends about Appalachian. Our constituents are very, very intensely 

passionate about this university, which is wonderful. What they are 
now looking for our team to do is to evaluate where 

we are, where we put our resources, determine 
whether we are maximizing our outreach 

efforts and look at new ideas to bring to the 
program and how we would incorporate 

them effectively. That’s what we are all 
working on right now. The bottom 

line is students, so we are looking 
hard at how we bring all this 

work together and weave it 
into a pattern that ultimately 

benefits our students.

A former executive vice president for corporate affairs 
at Bank of America, Lynn Drury knows how to build 
relationships. She views this skill as a great asset in 
serving more than 80,000 alumni as Appalachian State 
University’s new assistant vice chancellor for alumni 
affairs. She began her duties Jan. 5.

continued on page 31
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Thanks to the efforts of Keith Yow ’89 ’94, Orange County boasts one of the 
finest furniture-making programs in the country.

In 1994, the Appalachian State University industrial arts graduate started from 
scratch a furniture and cabinetmaking program at Orange High School. Several 
years later, the program and Yow’s students began receiving national recognition 
for their woodworking projects from organizations such as the Association for 
Woodworking and Furnishing Suppliers (AWFS).

In fact, out of nine awards presented to high school students at an AWFS com-
petition last summer, Yow’s students at Cedar Ridge High School were awarded 
seven. One of these bested 30 college students when her entry was selected as 
the People’s Choice award.  

“Seeing my students feel proud of themselves for this effort, and knowing they 
put in 40 to 50 hours of work outside the school day to make it happen, is the great-
est pleasure I get out of my work,” says Yow.

Of course, Yow doesn’t mention that he, too, put in those long hours alongside 
his students to ensure their success. But, his students attest to his devotion. 

Ashley Hilton is using a $20,000 AWFS scholarship she received under Yow’s 
tutelage to pursue a double major in furniture studies and business at Appalachian. 
She attributes her current academic direction and career path to Yow’s caring 
nature and dogged persistence.

“Halfway through high school I didn’t know what kind of education I wanted to 
pursue,” says the Appalachian freshman. “After being in Mr. Yow’s classes, and 
because of his help and enthusiasm for this work, I began to see what I was capable 
of accomplishing. I decided to focus on furniture making. It’s what I love doing.”

Yow observes a growing lineage of Appalachian student-teacher associations, 
one that he intends to keep nurturing. 

“The teacher who encouraged me to pursue woodworking, David Kenealy, is 
a 1980 ASU graduate,” says Yow. “He believed in my ability as a woodworker, and 
convinced me to go to college.”

Yow says the support he received from Appalachian instructors in the 
Department of Industrial Arts (now the Department of Technology) helped to further 
his knowledge of wood and wood processing techniques, and provided him with 
excellent teacher-education training. 

“It was a very open and supportive environment,” says Yow. “Many of the proj-
ects I took on were very challenging, but I always found someone willing to help me. 
Knowing that some of my students, like Ashley, will have the same opportunity I had 
to work with such great people is exciting and gratifying. I feel like we are creating 
a tradition, and I plan to do my part to see that it continues.” 

– Kate Cahow

FBI agent named distinguished 
alumnus for his life’s work

Alan C. Brantley ’72 ’76 has a job many college students envy. 
He often hears, “I want to do what you do. Where should I go to 
college and what should I major 
in?,” when he talks to students 
about his job at the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s National Center 
for the Analysis of Violent Crime in 
Quantico, Va.

As a supervisory special agent 
with the FBI, Brantley conducts 
detailed and careful reviews of 
case materials from forensic, 
investigative, and behavioral 
perspectives. He provides valu-
able information about crimes and 
criminals to those requesting the 
FBI’s assistance. He has assisted 
with the investigation of 
the 1995 bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, 
the Freemen separatist 
standoff in Montana 
in 1996 and con-
sulted with the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force 
regarding handling and 
interviewing of al Qaeda detainees 
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He was temporarily assigned to the 
Pentagon following the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

For his life’s work, Brantley received the 2003 Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the Appalachian Alumni Association. 

Brantley tells students there are many paths to the FBI. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Appalachian in 
1972. After serving as an officer for three years in the Marine 
Corps, he returned to campus for a master’s degree in counsel-
ing, graduating in 1976. While a graduate student, he worked 
part time and had an internship in Appalachian’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services Center.

After six years as a psychologist for the N.C. Department of 
Corrections, Brantley joined the FBI. He has worked in Charlotte, 
New Haven, Conn., and Washington, D.C., where he shared office 
space with then Vice President George Bush. Brantley has been 
assigned to the FBI’s National Center for the Analysis of Violent 
Crime since 1988. 

Brantley and his wife, Betsy Yarboro’77, reside in Virginia with 
their two children. 

– Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

 Losses in the Appalachian Family

Death notices received by the Donor Advance-
ment Services Office May 19- Nov. 18, 2003.

’34 Edith A. McDonald, 90, Elizabeth City, 
July 4, retired teacher.

’37 Pauline McCorkle Neel, 88, China 
Grove, Oct. 20, retired teacher.

’38 Violet Miller Hawkins, 91, Lenoir, June 
16, retired teacher.

’40 Ralph L. Perry Sr., 83, Aberdeen, MD, 
Dec. 22. Robert P. Long, 85, Berlin, CT, 

retired educator.

’47 Ruby Wilson Warlick, 76, Greensboro, 
May 21. Walter C. Joyce Sr., 80, Clem-

mons, Oct. 6, retired educator and administrator; 
survived by wife Grace Sherwood Joyce ’48.

’53 James R. Moody, 72, Waynesville, 
May 8.

’55 Dwight L. Isenhour, 80, Taylorsville, 
July 5, retired educator and administra-

tor. Everette B. “E.B.” Fox Jr., 76, Boone, July 
18, retired teacher and principal, and owner and 
operator of Flintlock Campground.

’56 James B. Ollis, 69, Laurinburg, Oct. 27, 
employee of Mass Mutual Life Insurance. 

Olive Moretz Falls, 69, Gastonia, June 27, retired 
teacher.

’60 Donald R. Harrill, 65, Forest City, June 
29, owner and president of Casket Sales, 

Inc. and Don Harrill Company.

’61 James Wheeler, 63, Kernersville, Aug. 
25; survived by wife Gayle Clinard 

Wheeler ’70.

’64 Herbert “Herb” Burns, 63, Charlotte, 
Aug. 7, retired educator; survived by 

wife, Gaye Holshouser Burns ’71.

’65 Charlotte Eidson Johnson, 60, Satellite 
Beach, FL, Dec. 3. Ethel L. Jenkins, 68, 

Jacksonville, FL, June 25. Maurine Huffman, 63, 
Drexel, Oct. 9, educator and administrator.

’66 Eugene B. Huff, 58, Oxford, May 25.

’67 Billie Griffis Ferguson, 65, Knoxville, 
TN, Aug. 9, third grade teacher at Temple 

Baptist Academy; survived by husband, Joe 
Ferguson ’67.

’68 Terrell O. Smith, 69, Sherrills Ford, June 
8, retired teacher.

’69 Sherrill E. Farthing, 56, Blairs, VA, 
Oct. 23.

’70 Robert M. Horne, 64, Maxton, Feb. 26.

’72 Linwood E. Wrenn, 53, Hillsborough, 
June 25.

’73 Linda A. Owens, 54, Greensboro, 
March 29.

’75 John W. Fender, 57, Spruce Pine, 
April 26.

’76 Robin Dotson Walker, 49, Statesville, 
May 22.

’77 Teresa Beatty Helton, 48, Lenoir, Oct. 8, 
teacher at Hibriten High School.

’80 Patricia Nuckols Fallon, 45, Roanoke, 
VA, Oct. 8.

’85 Al N. Brumley Jr., 40, Dallas, TX, Oct. 28, 
radio columnist and arts reporter for The 

Dallas Morning News. Brian R. Corby, 40, Casar, 
Oct. 16, manager for Atlantech Distribution and 
human resources for Polar Plastics.

’87 Kathy Harper Kent, 38, Lenoir, June 5.

’93 Edward H. “Ted” Thorne, 33, Cary, Aug. 
30, business manager, videographer and 

computer expert at Pace Reporting Service.

’98 Stephanie A. Randall, 27, Falcon, Oct. 6.

’00 Johnathan C. Fulcher, 29, Jacksonville, 
Nov. 5.

’03 Nathan E. Raymer, 24, Salisbury, 
June 9.

In Memoriam
Chester “C.H.” Duncan of Winston-Salem died Nov. 17, 2003, at his home. A 
member of the Hayes School of Music’s advisory board, Duncan operated 
Duncan Music Co. from 1957 to 2001. Mr. Duncan had served on the board 
of the National Association of Music Merchants and as president of the 
National Association of School Music Dealers. He was a founding member 
of the North Carolina chapter of NASMD and a member of the American 
Music Conference and American Band Masters. He established a music 

scholarship at Appalachian State University in 1998.

Johnathan Choate Fulcher ’00, 29, of Jacksonville, Fla., died Nov. 5, 2003, after a long illness. He 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor while attending Appalachian. Undergoing radiation treatment 
with a young boy named Nathaniel was the catalyst for Fulcher’s founding of Lids4Kids Founda-
tion Inc., a nonprofit organization that supplies free baseball caps to children undergoing radia-
tion therapy or chemotherapy. The foundation’s motto is “Make Sick Kids Happy.” The “lids” are 
donated to pediatric oncology units in North Carolina hospitals. The first 90 hats for the program 
were donated by his fraternity, Theta Omega Chapter of Theta Chi. Despite his physical hard-
ships, Fulcher graduated with a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice in May 2000. 

 

Alan C. Brantley

Alum nurtures one of nation’s finest furniture-making programs

Teacher Keith Yow in the 
woodworking shop of 
Hillsborough’s Cedar Ridge 
High School.
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Businessmen receive association’s 
Outstanding Service Award

The Appalachian Alumni Association has honored two business-
men with the Outstanding Service Award: Vaughn Hayes ’68 of North 
Wilkesboro and Charlie Murray ’87 of Winston-Salem.

Hayes is vice president of store planning for Lowe’s Companies 
Inc., where he has worked in a variety of positions since 1971. His 
service to Appalachian spans almost four decades. He has been a 
member of the Yosef Club since 1974 and is a former member of 
the club’s advisory council. He has held three officer positions on the 
Appalachian Alumni Council. He is past chair of the College of Arts 
and Sciences Advancement Council. He also served on the Centennial 
Campaign Steering Committee. 

Hayes is a member of the board of the Appalachian State University 
Foundation Inc., and has been active with the Office of Admission’s 
Mountaineer Volunteer Program, which helps recruit students.

Hayes believes volunteering brings a twofold benefit: to the institu-
tion, and to the volunteer. “There is a great deal of pride and satisfac-
tion that comes in contributing to something worthwhile and giving 
back to a community or institution and knowing a young person may 
have a better opportunity in life because of your involvement,” he said. 

Through his involvement in university fundraising, Hayes contrib-
uted to the success of two important projects in the College of Arts and 
Science: the Centennial History Faculty Emeriti Endowment and the 
Lowe’s Distinguished Professorship in Computer Science. He also was 
involved in the most successful fundraising effort in Appalachian’s his-
tory, The Campaign for the Second Century.

Murray, vice president of Murray Supply Company, is quick to 
extend a helping hand to Appalachian. A graduate of the Walker 
College of Business, he said that while he may never be able to match 
the monetary contributions of those whose names grace campus build-
ings, he can contribute in other ways.

“Because I benefited greatly from my time at Appalachian, I believe 
it as my duty to see that others have as good an experience,” he said.

Murray has participated in the Annual Walker College of Business 
Alumni Day for four years, teaching classes and sharing real-world 
experiences with students. He also has been the featured speaker for 
the college’s MBA executive skills course. He has conducted mock 
interviews with students, further helping them develop skills needed to 
succeed in business. 

Murray serves on the Walker College of Business Advisory Council. 
He is a member of the Yosef Club and a former member of the Yosef 
Advisory Board and the Loyalty Fund Advisory Board. He is the 
Lambda Chi Alpha Alumni Scholarship Committee chairman.

He and his wife, Beth Warren Murray ’86, founded the Charles V. 
and Beth W. Murray Scholarship for Business, which is awarded annu-
ally to a freshman intending to major in business. 

– Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

BIRTHS: Alec and Lynne Fogleman Rein-
stadtler, Charlotte, a son, Nathaniel Borden, 
June 13.

’87 AWARDS/HONORS: Charles Mur-
ray received the Outstanding Service 

Award from Appalachian State University’s Alumni 
Association. He is vice president at Murray Supply 
Company, Winston-Salem

NEW POSITIONS: C. Annette Gumm, 
director, product requirements and support, 
information technology department, American 
Red Cross, Washington, DC.

BIRTHS: C. Annette Gumm, Arlington, VA, 
adopted son from Russia, Nicholai Thomas. 
Basil and Carol Everhart Critcher, Boone, 
a son, Benjamin Ryan, July 23. George and 
Charlotte Matthews Brooks, Fayetteville, a 
daughter, Caitlin Mckenzie, May 19.

’88 AWARDS/HONORS: Kim Hussey 
Morris, Robbins, received national board 

certification in career and technology education. 
Sherry Conrad Frye, Charlotte, recertified as a 
certified purchasing manager through the Institute 
for Supply Management, Inc. 

NEW POSITIONS: Jim Whitley, plant man-
ager, Duffie Graphics, Inc., Danville, VA. Kirsten 
Emmons McKaig, varying exceptionalities 
teacher, Hidden Oak Elementary School, 
Gainesville, FL. Mel Black, partner, Black and 
Black Attorneys and Counselors at Law, Cher-
ryville.

BIRTHS: Jeff and Annette Annas Graham 
’90, Tucson, AZ, a son, Benjamin Wallace, July 7. 
Chris and Laura McGee Meyer, Snellville, GA, 
a son, Landon Christopher, March 29. Larry and 
Charlotte Newcomb Barnes, Greensboro, a 
daughter, Virginia Rebecca, June 6. Mark and 
Julie Smith Tucker, Waxhaw, a son, Jacob 
Daniel, April 15.

’89 DEGREES: Stan Latta, Cary, cer-
tificate in nonprofit management, Duke 

University. 

NEW POSITIONS: Amy Wright Ennis, direc-
tor of development, American Children’s Home, 
Lexington. Ed Vest, controller, BB&T, Winston-
Salem. Jefferey Lewis, partner, administration 
office, Dixon Odom PLLC, High Point. Joe Turk, 
veterinarian and chief of surgery, Animal Medi-
cal Services of Mount Airy and Galax Veterinary 
Clinic, Galax, VA.

WEDDINGS: Amy Herman and Alex Free-
man, Louisville, KY, April 26. Darrin Eaton and 
Sabrena Burnett, Charlotte, March 22.

BIRTHS: Brian and Darcy Roush Davidson 
’90, Jacksonville, FL, a daughter, Sara Nicole, 
Jan. 29. Michael and Sheryl Menius Barker, 
Apex, a son, Jackson Wrenn, Aug. 1. Scott 

and Kelly Hagins Nowokunski, Charlotte, a 
son, Cody Edward, Aug. 14. Desha and Warren 
Posey, Durham, a daughter, Jazmine Terre’, 
April 15. George and Sharon Smoot Marsh, 
Jacksonville, FL, a daughter, Mallory Hope, Sept. 
9. Melissa and Trent Huffman, Suwanee, GA, 
adopted son on March 24, Samuel Reece.

’90 AWARDS/HONORS: David Fields, 
promoted to rank of staff sergeant in 

the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. He is a substitute 
teacher in Guilford County Public Schools, 
Greensboro. Steve Collett, wrote and self pub-
lished his book “The FITT Golfer: The Complete 
Fitness Handbook Every Golfer Needs.” He is the 
wellness studio coordinator with Gwinnett Hospi-
tal System, Duluth, GA.

DEGREES: David Hiller, Lexington, master of 
science in rehabilitation counseling and psy-
chology, UNC-Chapel Hill. Johnny Jennings, 
Charlotte, MBA, Pfeiffer University.

NEW POSITIONS: David Hiller, independent 
living rehabilitation counselor, N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, Winston-Salem. Emily 
Crain Burleson, interim executive director, 
Appalachian Consortium, Appalachian State 
University, Boone. Jimmy Miller Jr., director 
of advertising, Allgood Construction, Greens-
boro. Mike Joyce, accounts vice president, 
UBS Financial Services, Inc., Winston-Salem. 
Mitchell Cashion, import manager, Bax Global, 
Atlanta, GA. Robert Smith, operations manager, 
Metal Prep, Inc., High Point.

WEDDINGS: Kenneth Little and Paula Isen-
hour, Conover, March 22.

BIRTHS: Ashley and Janet Avant Rabon 
’91, Indian Trail, a son, James Edward, Aug. 1. 
Jimmy and Wendy Wilson Miller ’91, Lexing-
ton, a daughter, Kayla Dale, April 29. Brooke and 
Mike Joyce, Winston-Salem, a son, Landon 
Isaac, Sept. 6. Brooks and Lisa Richman Bal-
lance, Mechanicsville, VA, a son, William Boyd, 
April 10. Dale and Cindy Farris Boger, Hickory, 
a daughter, Claire Grace, May 1. Donald and 
Wendi Craven Barber, Morganton, a daughter, 
Caroline Grace, Feb. 25. Herschel and Susan 
Sentell Newman, Columbus, a daughter, 
Flannery Elizabeth, April 15. Jennifer and 
Doug Jennings, Indianapolis, IN, a son, Ethan 
Douglas, April 17. Marty and Margaret Powell 
Bunch, Roanoke Rapids, a son, Matthew 
Hunter, May 12. Neil and Beth Berkeley Jones, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, a son, Dylan Berkeley, Aug. 
18. Patti and David Durham, King, a daughter, 
Rachel Mae, July 23. Richard and Melanie 
Scott Matteson, Hendersonville, twins: a son, 
Lucas James; a daughter, Samantha Ruth; May 
3. Tracy and Sonya Bradshaw Saunders, 
Stanley, a daughter, Scout Raye, Aug. 12.

Chappell Smith & Arden, PA, Columbia, SC. Joe 
Pinyan, head football coach, Salisbury High 
School, Salisbury.

BIRTHS: Tamera and Richard Slaten, Atlanta, 
GA, a daughter, Lindsey Anne, Feb. 3.

’82 AWARDS/HONORS: Craig Mundy, 
N.C. Association of Broadcaster’s Top 

Gun Sales Award, Radio Broadcasting Sales. He 
is a senior account executive at Infinity Broad-
casting, Charlotte. David Yelton received the 
Gardner-Webb University Excellence in Teaching 
Award. He also had published an article in a col-
lection of essays titled “Nazism and Its Legacy” 
published by the University of Nebraska Press. 
He is a professor at Gardner-Webb University, 
Boiling Springs. Joel Oakley, elected president 
of Greensboro Criminal Defense Lawyer’s Asso-
ciation and inducted into Outstanding Lawyers 
of America. He is a self-employed attorney, 
Greensboro. Neill Caldwell, High Point, one 
of five professional journalists from around the 
nation chosen to be a Lilly Fellow at Northwestern 
University’s Medill School of Journalism to spend 
eight weeks in Chicago studying the media’s 
relationship to religion, spirituality and ethics.

DEGREES: Sarah Kay Hoyle, master’s in 
reading, Appalachian State University. She is 
a remedial reading teacher in Burke County 
Schools, Morganton.

NEW POSITIONS: Robin Albertson 
Kovaleski, executive director, Florida Venture 
Forum, Tampa, FL.

’83 AWARDS/HONORS: Denise Bay-
nard Yelton, named Rutherford County 

Teacher of the Year. She is a seventh grade 
social studies teacher at Rutherfordton-Spindale 
Middle School, Rutherfordton.

NEW POSITIONS: David Robinson, vice 
president, oncology sales and marketing, Med-
Immune, Inc., Gaithersburg, MD.

BIRTHS: Meredith and Michael Proctor, 
Belhaven, a son, Bryson Troy, Aug. 19. Sophia 
and Alan Chester, Fort Lupton, CO, a daughter, 
Grace Eliana, May 14.

’84 AWARDS/HONORS: James White, 
his book “Embracing the Mysterious 

God: Loving the God We Don’t Understand” 
has been published by InterVarsity Press. He is 
the founding and senior pastor of Mecklenburg 
Community Church, Charlotte. Jamie Harris, 
Charlotte, elected to board of directors and 
audit committee of Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Consolidated. 

DEGREES: Carolyn Cameron Fowler, 
Sanford, master’s of school administration, 
N.C. State University. Julianne Nemeth White, 
Catawba, master’s in school administration, 
Appalachian State University. 

NEW POSITIONS: Chuck Long, financial 
services manager, First Citizens Bank, For-
est City. Julianne Nemeth White, assistant 
principal, Thornton Elementary School, Newton-
Conover City Schools, Newton.

’85 AWARDS/HONORS: Donna Porter 
Rogers, director of sponsorship Mint Hill 

Scottish Festival. She is the owner of Emporium 
51, Mint Hill. Trip Rogers, new CD titled Mainline 
released on SoulMine Records. He is a singer/
songwriter for Trip Rogers Music, Mint Hill.

NEW POSITIONS: David Greene, account 
executive, SAS Institute, Inc., Cary.

WEDDINGS: Jacqueline Adams and Seth 
Nagy, Lenoir, July 19. Jeff Mendenhall and Kim 
Long, Lexington, Aug. 23.

BIRTHS: Bradley and Keena Wood Moxley, 
Boonville, a son, William Bradley, Nov. 19. Kelly 
and Mike Tano, Charlotte, a daughter, McKen-
zie Grace, Dec. 10.

’86 AWARDS/HONORS: Harry Williams, 
inducted into East Tennessee State 

University College of Education’s Alumni Hall 
of Fame. He is an associate vice chancellor for 
diversity at Appalachian State University, Boone.

DEGREES: Jim Sanders, Mocksville, master 
of divinity, Divinity School at Duke University.

NEW POSITIONS: J. Cantey Alexander, 
president, Piedmont Region, BB&T, Winston-
Salem. Jeffery Woodard, senior bodily injury 
adjuster, U.S. Auto/Acceptance Insurance, 
Nashville, TN. Jim Sanders, pastor, Chestnut 
Grove and Union Chapel United Methodist 
Churches, Mocksville.

WEDDINGS: Elizabeth Prescott and Terry 
Smith ’78, Sylva, June 28.

Planned gifts make significant impact
The Appalachian State University Foundation Inc. has been the beneficiary 

of more than $2 million in realized planned gifts since July 2002. The gifts, which 
are the result of bequests, pooled income funds, gift annuities and charitable 
remainder trusts, will support a variety of programs and endowments that benefit 
Appalachian students.  

Two of the more significant gifts were provided by the late Guy and Pauline 
Angell, both lifelong educators, and the late Katherine Cheek, daughter of 
chemistry professor A.R. Smith. The Angells’ bequest provides significant 
support for their endowments in education and music, as well as the McKinney 
Alumni Center. Cheek’s annuity, pooled income fund and bequest gifts benefit 
the College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Chemistry and the Department 
of Family and Consumer Sciences.

“These gifts are a testament to the love and affection our alumni and friends 
have for Appalachian,” said Geoff Graham, director of gift and charitable estate 
planning. “There is no better way to demonstrate your devotion to an institution 
than to provide for it through your estate. These good people have left a lasting 
legacy at Appalachian that will always be treasured.”

The university recognizes individuals who have included Appalachian in their estate plan with membership in the 
Benevolent Society, which includes more than 230 members.  For further information on joining this select group, 
contact  Wayne Clawson or Geoff Graham at (828) 262-3192 or visit www.give.appstate.edu/giftplanning.html 

Class  Notes 
     and 
Alumni News

Katherine Cheek

Vaughn Hayes

Charlie Murray
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Journalist receives national honor
Manya Brachear ’96 has enjoyed a lot of celebrations in 

recent months. She was hired as a religion writer at The Chicago 
Tribune, and she won the first ever Chandler Award by the Religion 

Newswriters Association for work done by 
a student writer while she completed a dual 
master’s degree in religion and journalism at 
Columbia University.

Brachear, 29, graduated from 
Appalachian State University with a degree in 
communication. Her journalism career includ-
ed several years writing for the (Raleigh) 
News & Observer.

“Even when I was at Appalachian, I knew I wanted to follow 
up my communication degree with a master’s of some sort. I just 
didn’t know why. I figured that out at the N&O when I started writing 
occasional articles for the Faith section. I finally discovered a beat I 
loved. But in order to be the caliber of religion reporter I wanted to 
be, I needed a stronger foundation … not only in journalism, but also 
religion.”

Brachear wrote two of the articles she was honored for during 
a summer internship at The Dallas Morning News, the other while 
working for the News & Observer. The Dallas articles were about 
custody cases in Texas that emerged after the Sept. 11 attacks in 
which Christian parents were challenging Muslim parents’ custody 
of their children, and a Baptist church in the small Texas town of 
Sulphur Springs which sponsored nine summer mission trips all 
around the country and the world. The Raleigh story profiled Lauren 
Winner, the 26-year-old author of “Girl Meets God,” a memoir of her 
journey through Reform Judaism, Orthodox Judaism and evangelical 
Christianity.

Judges in the contest wrote of Brachear’s entry: “The stories 
reflected more variety and depth than the other entries and a greater 
sensitivity to nuance and to diversity of faith – all important hallmarks 
of good religion reporting.”

Brachear is currently working as a two-year resident at the 
Tribune, and feels that her coverage of religion is something of a 
“higher calling.”

“Religion is something so many people know nothing about ... 
unless it’s their own,” she said. “People tend not to accept what they 
don’t understand. If I can educate just a few people on the depth of 
just one belief different from their own, I will have achieved what I set 
out to do. 

“I’ve always thought journalism had a great purpose. The religion 
beat, I believe, instills my profession with even greater purpose.”

–Neill Caldwell ’82

Shepherd Powers, educational recruitment 
specialist, N.C. Department of Public Instruction 
in Northwestern N.C., West Jefferson. Sam 
Wagoner, loan officer, Johnson County Bank, 
Boone. Todd Poole, political director, Jay 
Helvey for Congress, Winston-Salem.

WEDDINGS: Amy McCollum and John Sul-
livan III ’00, North Augusta, SC, May 17. Brock 
Long and Amanda Grimes, Atlanta, GA, March 
1. Carroll Wall IV and Ali Simerson, Lexington, 
March 8. Jessica Lohr and Drew Van Culin, 
Woodland Park, CO, April 26. Kelly Crosby 
and Warren Baird, Charlotte, June 21. Melissa 
Staker and Charles Scott, Greenville, March 22. 
Paul Kanoy and Shelby Thomas, Durham, May 
24. Susan Hughes and Patrick Creutzinger, 
Johnson City, TN, Sept. 6. 

BIRTHS: Douglas and Anna Wilkins Smith 
’92, Matthews, a son, Ryan Douglas, March 14. 
Joel and Joanna Newton Holder ’96, Win-
ston-Salem, a son, Nathaniel, May 9. Nicklas 
and Melanie Stella Wright ’96, Greensboro, 
a daughter, Hayden Stella, May 13. Paul and 
Melissa Roark Miller, Apex, a son, Trevor Ellis, 
Sept. 18. Stuart and Kerri Roberts Poe, Char-
lotte, a son, William Braxton, March 22. Brady 
and Shannon Kirschbaum Bone, Charlotte, a 
daughter, Aiden Meriel, Sept. 6. Chad and Lee-
Anne Hipp Corriher, Salisbury, a daughter, Ava 
Blair, Aug. 6. Chris and Laura Green Skvoretz, 
Charlotte, a son, Nathaniel Zachary, Dec. 29, 
2002. Jillian and J. McClain Watson, Iowa City, 
IA, a daughter, Annika Aliah, May 6. Stephanie 
and George Vann, Troy, a daughter, Victoria 
Allison, March 16.

’98 AWARDS/HONORS: Scarlet Woot-
ton, Alexandria, VA, graduate of Army 

Judge Advocate General’s School and a JAG 
officer in the N.C. National Guard.

 DEGREES: Leigh Pitts Smith, Gastonia, mas-
ter of school administration, Appalachian State 
University. Melissa Little, Statesville, MBA, 
Gardner-Webb University. Michael Hagerty Jr., 
Vicenza, Italy, MA in finance, Webster University. 
Scarlet Wootton, Alexandria, VA, juris doctor-
ate, University of Oklahoma, College of Law.

NEW POSITIONS: Angela McNeill Walston, 
career development coordinator, North John-
ston High School, Kenly. Bruce Johnson, pas-
tor, United Methodist Church, Charlotte. Jacob 
Ward, enterprise account manager, midwest 
region, Global Knowledge, Cary. Jason Triplett, 
market president for Wilkes County, Wachovia, 
Wilkesboro. Jeffrey Strickland, south Florida 
retail marketing manager, DaimlerChrysler 
Motors Company, LLC, Orlando, FL. John Eller 
IV, director, Swain County Department of Social 
Services, Bryson City. John Flynn II, president, 
Flynn Technology Consultants, Taylors, SC. 
Leigh Pitts Smith, assistant principal, Gaston 
County Schools, Gastonia. Michael Hagerty Jr., 
finance and accounting officer, B/208th Finance 

Battalion, U.S. Army, Vicenza, Italy. Scarlet 
Wootton, staff writer, National Guard Associa-
tion of the U.S., Washington, DC.

 WEDDINGS: Alicia Ramey and Phillip 
Stubbs, Hillsborough, Sept. 13. Jason Capel 
and Jane DeZern, Greenville, SC, June 21. 
Michelle King and Rodney Adams, Kannapolis, 
March 29. Susan Grice and Charles Brady, 
Atlanta, GA, March 15. Tracy Erckman and 
Charles Eakins ’97, Charlotte, June 28.

BIRTHS: Jason and Mitzi Lineback Triplett, 
Wilkesboro, a daughter, Ella Madeline, Oct. 4. 
Matt and Leigh Pitts Smith, Gastonia, a son, 
Jackson Carl, Sept. 26. Matthew and Kera 
Norris Rumfelt ’00, West Jefferson, a daughter, 
Emerson Anne, Oct. 21. Sean and Kymberly 
Amon Corcoran ’99, Gastonia, a son, Connor 
Lawrence, Aug. 18. Trent and Melissa Hefner 
Scruggs ’99, Charlotte, a son, Jacob Martin, 
Aug. 12. Anna and Michael Hagerty Jr., 
Vicenza, Italy, a daughter, Catherine Elizabeth, 
July 12. Brian and Jennifer Olson Jones, Char-
lotte, a son, Brandon Tyler, Aug. 3. Jennifer and 
R. Lee Jenson, Shelby, a son, Jacob Lee, May 
19. Nicole and Bruce Johnson, Morganton, a 
son, Samuel Michiah, Sept. 19. Peter and Emily 
Jordan Martin, Lewisville, a daughter, Jordan 
Rebecca, Aug. 5.

’99 AWARDS/HONORS: Michael Wall, 
chosen to participate in Krispy Kreme 

Doughnuts’ first corporate Leadership Initiative. 
He is vice president of sales planning for Krispy 
Kreme Doughnuts, Inc., Winston-Salem.

DEGREES: Michael Dudley, Rancho Cor-
dova, CA, juris doctor, University of the Pacific, 
McGeorge School of Law.

NEW POSITIONS: Chad Campbell, account 
executive, Quixote Group, LLC, Greensboro. 
Kevin Hutchins, assistant controller, Eastwood 
Homes, Charlotte. Melissa Deere, human 
resource representative, Parsons, Washington, 
DC. 

WEDDINGS: Catherine Jefferson and Gene 
Littleton, Greensboro, Nov. 8. Elizabeth Cox 
and Bradley Thomas ’97, Bluffton, SC, May 
17. Kelly Steele and Jarrod Pafford, Charlotte, 
Sept. 20. Maria Poindexter and Christopher 
Vernon, Clemmons, July 12. Staci Hartsook 
and Graeme Fraser ’00, Miami, FL, May 17.

BIRTHS: Kevin and Elizabeth Speranza 
Hutchins, Charlotte, a daughter, Hailey Maria, 
Feb. 28. Myles and Ashley Guthmann Gordon 
’97, Charlotte, twin daughters, Emary Elizabeth 
and Sydney Smith, Aug. 6. Tadd and Rachel 
Lyda Hall ’00, Holly Springs, a daughter, 
Madison Grace, July 27. Jonnie and Carolyn 
Baye-Crabb, Clayton, a daughter, Elizabeth 
Anne-Harris, March 29.

’00 AWARDS/HONORS: Adam Neal, Dur-
ham, passed the N.C. uniform CPA exam. 

Class  Notes 
     and 
Alumni News

’91 AWARDS/HONORS: Allison Layton 
Hardin, Myrtle Beach, SC, earned certi-

fied floodplain manager status from the Associa-
tion of State Floodplain Managers.

DEGREES: Amy Spangler Gerald, James-
town, doctor of philosophy, English, UNCG.

NEW POSITIONS: Allison Layton Hardin, 
senior GIS technician, information systems 
department, City of Myrtle Beach, Myrtle Beach, 
SC. Ashley McAdoo, analyst, Mississippi River 
Corridor Initiative, College of Urban and Public 
Affairs, University of New Orleans, New Orleans, 
LA. David Sharpe, region trade marketing 
manager, Philip Morris USA, Alpharetta, GA. 
Jay Plumback, head of Q.A. Region Americas, 
Adidas International, Puebla, Mexico. Mitzie 
McCurdy, director of community outreach, 
Lake Norman Regional Medical Center, 
Mooresville. Steven Blalock, senior vice presi-
dent, First Citizens Bank, Raleigh.

WEDDINGS: Scott North and Laurie Valen-
tine, Kernersville, Sept. 20.

BIRTHS: John and Suzanne DeFee Kimball 
’92, Franklin, TN, a son, Phillip Matthew, July 6. 
James and Allison Byrd Robinson, Salisbury, 
a daughter, Jenna Paige, Dec. 11. Lauren and 
David Sharpe, Alpharetta, GA, a daughter, 
Emily Katherine, April 10.

’92 AWARDS/HONORS: Angela Harris 
Austin, Watauga County Teacher of 

the Year. She is a third grade teacher at Green 
Valley Elementary School, Boone. Chad Hench, 
Lexington, awarded Central Carolina Conference 
Women’s Soccer Coach of the Year as coach 
of CDHS Spartans. Richard Toler, Wrightsville 
Beach, three Top Dog Awards. 

DEGREES: Michael Roche, Chapel Hill, M.Ed. 
in English and in English as a second language, 
UNC-Greensboro. Todd McCoy, West Jef-
ferson, master of divinity, Union Theological 
Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education. 

NEW POSITIONS: Richard Toler, broker, 
Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Realty, Wilmington. 
Suzi McKenzie, alumni web and e-newsletter 
editor, Fuqua School of Business, Duke Univer-
sity, Durham. 

BIRTHS: Barkley and Nancy Bartenstein 
Pierce, Newark, DE, a son, Nathaniel Barkley, 
May 16. Dave and Sarah Murdock Kitts, 
Woodruff, SC, a daughter, Madison Leigh, 
Oct. 22. Jerry and Kay Mathews Moore, 
Gainesville, FL, a daughter, Anne-Marie, Sept. 
4. Kelly and Jim Roberson, Panama City, FL, 
twin daughters, Stevens Leggett and Shelby 
McIntosh, Sept. 6. Kevin and Jennifer Collins 
Davis, Asheville, a son, Collin Addison, March 
4. Teresa and Michael Roche, Chapel Hill, a 
daughter, Cecilia Rene, June 19.

’93 AWARDS/HONORS: Emily Bryan 
Farthing, recipient of Business Woman 

of the Year Award from the Rhododendron Char-
ter Chapter of the American Business Women’s 
Association. She is a relationship banker, 
business banking services at First Citizens 
Bank, Boone. Jennifer Jobe Matkins received 
designation of Certified Parks and Recreation 
Professional by the National Recreation and 
Parks Association. She is a recreation program 
specialist with the Alamance County Recreation 
and Parks Department, Graham.

DEGREES: Lisa Mullikin Parcell, Wichita, 
KS, PhD in mass communication, University 
of Alabama. Tony Mancuso, Raleigh, PhD in 
economics, N.C. State University.

NEW POSITIONS: Andy Atkins, pastor, 
Fairview Baptist Church, Dobson. Deric Gant, 
minister, Sylva Church of Christ, Sylva. Lisa 
Mullikin Parcell, associate director, WSU-LINK, 
Wichita State University, Wichita, KS. Tony 
Mancuso, assistant professor, economics, 
Elon University, Elon. 

WEDDINGS: Brooke Harrower and Clay 
Hartman, Knoxville, TN, April 12. 

BIRTHS: Brian and Lynn Pearson King ’95, 
Atlanta, GA, a son, Jackson Shaw, April 21. 
Chris and Debbie Myers Leonard, Powell, 
TN, a son, William James, Feb. 7. Colin and 
Leigh Hockaday Hafkey ’94, Clemmons, a 
daughter, Kirsten Miranda, June 28. Edwin 
and Catherine Wheeler Stelter ’95, Orange, 
VA, a son, Sam Field, July 28. James and 
Susan Donnelly McLachlan ’94, Cary, a son, 
Cameron Joseph, June 12. Kirk and Shelley 
Erickson Schultz ’98, Gastonia, a daughter, 
Ruthie Mae, June 23. Oliver and Susan Harris 
Helsabeck, Yadkinville, a daughter, Elizabeth 
Grace, Jan. 27. Scott and Leslie McDaniel 
Ray, Hillsborough, a daughter, Natalie Morgan, 
July 2. Billy and Michele May Deadwyler, 
Youngsville, a daughter, Micaela Rae, Aug. 4. 
Danny and Belinda Fisher Evans, Bostic, a 
son, Samuel Reilly, May 1. Greta and David 
Smith, Marion, a daughter, Mary Grace, Aug. 5. 
Karina and Greg Dulin, Jupiter, FL, a daughter, 
Samantha Ryan, Oct. 19. Lori and Greg Smith, 
Charlotte, a daughter, Madison LeeAnn, Aug. 
24. Murat and Christy Bennett Yazan, Hender-
sonville, a daughter, McKenzie Rose, March 17. 
Nathan and Amy Herman Matthews, Newton, 
a son, William Connor, March 22. Parker and 
Katie Lindsey Grubbs, Winston-Salem, a son, 
Fletcher Parker, Sept. 10. Phillip and Melissa 
Bunch Conrad, Salisbury, a daughter, Lindsey 
Olivia, July 4. Robin and Eric Mangum, Coats, 
a son, Ethan Quinn, June 7. Valerie and Les 
Ramsey, Wendell, a daughter, Crawford Caro-
line, March 23. Will and Lisa Mullikin Parcell, 
Wichita, KS, a son, Austin Spencer, June 10.

’94 NEW POSITIONS: Floria Oates-Wil-
liams, banking officer, BB&T, Sanford. 

Jonathan Holland, account manager, RR Don-
nelley Financial, Charlotte. Kimberly McWhorter 
Flack, director of development, Community 
Health Services, Charlotte. Michael Brown, 
payer and corporate accounts manager, IDEC 
Pharmaceuticals, Charlotte. Patrice Sjaardema 
Hensley, assistant superintendent, Catawba 
County Schools, Newton. Roger Norris, principal, 
Selma Middle School, Selma.

WEDDINGS: Eric Rhodes and Xue-Min Leng, 
Beijing, China, May 16. Jennifer Van Horn and 
Daniel Myers, Macon, GA, June 28. Joseph 
Niten and Erin Flynt, Winston-Salem, March 15. 
Philip Elmore and Dorita Valenzuela, Santiago, 
Chile, Oct. 17.

BIRTHS: Darrell and Juliet Adair Fleming 
Laughlin ’97, Charlotte, a son, Jacob Alexan-
der, April 12. Robert and Erin Hidell Hardison 
’97, Charlotte, a daughter, Alexis Faith, March 
25. Todd and Stephanie Armstrong Hutchi-
son ’98, Alexandria, VA, a daughter, Kathryn 
Faith, July 15. Brooke and Michael Brown, 
Charlotte, a son, Miles, April 2. Charlotte and 
Keith Van Wagner, Washington, DC, a son, 
Andrew Charles, Sept. 30. Kelly and Jeff Webb, 
Castle Rock, CO, a daughter, Abigail Elizabeth, 
Aug. 16. Marc and Annette Brunson Tucker, 
Raleigh, a son, Andrew David, May 15.

’95 AWARDS/HONORS: Darrick Clai-
borne, Richmond, VA, an artist whose 

work was selected to be a part of the JVC Jazz 
Festival Artshow in New York City.

DEGREES: Christopher Scott, Chapel Hill, 
master of school administration, UNC-Chapel 
Hill. Kathleen Murray Thorell, Roanoke, VA, 
PhD in counselor education, University of 
Virginia.

WEDDINGS: Eason Bryan and Candee 
Blanton, Wilmington, March 8. Leslie Rippy and 
Scott Campbell, Clemmons, June 7. Pamela 
Roberts and Eric Carr, Jamestown, June 25.

BIRTHS: Brian and Michelle Broyhill Wad-
dell, Millers Creek, a daughter, Abigail Caritha, 
Dec. 6. Brook and Jayna Byrd Patterson 
’97, Winston-Salem, a son, Myles Alan, Jan. 
27. Kerry and Tanya Futrell Gallimore, Trin-
ity, a son, Fletcher Glenn, Jan. 12. Kevin and 
Rachel Biscombe Hoeing, Winston-Salem, a 
son, Jake Sutherland, June 19. Mark and Jen-
nifer Rimmer Bateman, Raleigh, a daughter, 
Hannah Alice, June 23. Chris and Amy Martin 
Morgan, Pine Level, a son, Grayson Lee, Aug. 
6. Jennifer and Robert Kirkland III, Apex, a son, 
Tyler Brett, March 23. Nathan and Denise Wise 
Heavner, Vale, a son, Nathan Ryan, March 17.

’96 AWARDS/HONORS: Andy Sumner, 
Roxboro, nominated and selected 

to receive Triangle Area Coordinator of the 
Year Award for Special Olympics. He was 
also selected to receive the Special Olympics 

North Carolina Coordinator of the Year Award. 
Rochelle Reid Myers, Takoma Park, MD, gradu-
ated with distinction from L’academie de Cuisine 
culinary career training program receiving a 
culinary certificate.

DEGREES: Kathryn Wolford Eckard, 
Columbia, SC, MA in psychology, Augusta State 
University.

NEW POSITIONS: Crystal Hinson Miller, 
director of external relations, department of 
psychiatry, UNC School of Medicine, Chapel 
Hill. Julie Saline Kulas, teacher/head ath-
letic trainer, Central Davidson High School, 
Lexington. Kathryn Wolford Eckard, human 
resources recruiter, Permond Solutions Group, 
Inc., West Columbia, SC. Kellie Floyd, certified 
surgical specialist, US Surgical Auto Suture, 
Tyco Healthcare, Charlotte. Meg Spivey, train-
ing team leader, corporate and institutional 
trust, Wachovia Securities, Inc., Charlotte.

WEDDINGS: Amy Garrison and Shawn 
Grindstaff, Morrisville, May 10. Crystal Hinson 
and Eric Miller, Durham, May 3. Dawn Hill and 
Scott Cooper, Winston-Salem, April 12. Keisha 
Eckard and John Akers ’93, Matthews, April 
12. Michael Crutchfield and Tina Beuschlein, 
Carmel, IN, May 31. Paul Donohoe and Leah 
Rosenheck, Oak Ridge, Sept. 7.

BIRTHS: Corey and Robin Herrin Eberhardt 
’95, Saint Marys, GA, a daughter, Abigaile Alex-
ander, Feb. 28. Guy and Kimberly Stephens 
Holbrook ’95, Hickory, a son, William Heath, 
July 4. Randall and Jody Moree Porter ’95, 
Taylorsville, a son, Quentin Alan, May 1. Andrew 
and Gretchen Giles-Kornberg, Pineville, a 
daughter, Carlie Addison, Aug. 4. Kelly and 
Josh Williams, Tampa, FL, a son, Caden 
James, June 30. Michael and Crystal Crouse 
Burriss, Raleigh, a son, Joshua Michael, Aug. 
27. Robert and Tina Clark Shell, Hickory, 
a son, Carson Thomas, July 29. Russell and 
Stephanie Moss Bridges, Valdese, a daugh-
ter, Reece Erin, July 28. Stacy and Dana Davis 
Glover, High Point, a son, Lucas Daniel, Oct. 24. 
Thomas and Amy Turnmire Dollar, West Jef-
ferson, a daughter, Ashley, July 28.

’97 AWARDS/HONORS: James Baker 
III, Sanford, selected to attend the joint 

firepower course located at Nellis AFB, NV. He is 
a captain in the U.S. Army.

DEGREES: Amy McCollum Sullivan, North 
Augusta, SC, MS in counseling, UNCG. James 
Baker III, Sanford, master of arts in computer 
resources and information management, 
Webster University. Rachael Huddleston-Whit-
mire, Alexandria, VA, master of art education, 
Virginia Commonwealth University.

NEW POSITIONS: Amy McCollum Sullivan, 
student employment manager, Augusta State 
University, Augusta, GA. D’Anne Mica, news 
producer, WKMG-TV Local 6, Orlando, FL. Rena 
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continued

Q&A with Lynn Drury
How do you see your role—do you see 
a need to work with administrators and 
students as much as alumni?

No question. I think we need really strong partnership among 
the administration, students, faculty and alumni, because our role 
here in the alumni office is to weave together all those constituen-
cies and create a compelling vision for our alums as to why they 
should stay involved. You can’t tell that story effectively if you’re not 
communicating and understanding the goals and objectives of the 
rest of the university family. 

There’s been talk for some time about 
getting young alumni more engaged.

I hear that, too. And I also hear from our older friends, “Don’t 
forget us. We’re here, we’re faithful.” So yes, I think there is an 
opportunity to take a look at how we’re connecting with our new 
graduates–those in their late 20s and the 30-something to 40-some-
thing graduates. Many of them are raising families, establishing 
careers. They have very busy lives. But there is a wealth of support 
that our university can bring to them, and we need to make sure 
we are connecting with them to tell them about our career services 
programs and the networking opportunities that are so rich within 
the school and with our friends and alumni. We need to reach out 
and show them how Appalachian can continue to be a part of their 
lives–and a part that can bring great benefit to where they are 
today. We also need to ensure they understand how much they 
can impact the lives of students on campus now–through volunteer 
activities, mentoring, participation in campus events and through 
their financial support.

What would you like alumni to know about 
your personal life?

I’m a transplanted North Carolinian. While I grew up in 
Australia–we moved there from Louisiana when I was six months 
old and lived there until I was 15–my mother, brother, nieces, aunt, 
uncle, cousins all live in North Carolina now. And, my husband, 
Doug, grew up in the High Country, so his family is here as well. I 
love to travel, love to experience different cultures. Doug is a heli-
copter pilot for a hospital in southern Kentucky and we have three 
children—all four-legged, furry ones. We love to play golf and I am 
an avid reader. We are both eager to be involved in the community 
and have enjoyed exploring new opportunities to do just that. We 
certainly have found Appalachian and the High Country to be a very 
welcoming place.

–Linda Coutant ’01 MA

The day Karen Bailey ’89 arrived in Los Angeles, she had no place to live. 
Despite careful planning, the record of her apartment rental agreement 

was not apparent on the realtor’s computer. Instead of panicking, Bailey sat 
down at the computer screen, found her record, and wound up with a job in the 
realtor’s office.

The story is typical of Bailey, for whom the answer “no” has little meaning. 
With preparation and persistence, she has landed countless roles as an actor 
and is now a successful producer. A recent string of 14 awards for “Bachelor 
Man,” a comedy coming soon to a theatre near you, proves her success. She 
produced “Personal Demons” with 
Kevin Vanhook, of “The Simpsons” and 
“King of the Hill,” has two new features 
in development, and a sitcom under 
consideration at Warner Brothers. She 
started Cherokee Ridge Productions, 
and co-founded Films On Tap, LLC.

Bailey is so good at working the 
system in starry-eyed L.A. she literally 
wrote the book – “The Premiere Plan; 
An Actor’s Guide to Success,” written 
while running a program for budding 
actors, writers and directors. She acts 
regularly in independent films, sitcoms, 
and soaps, and learned the production 
trade by assisting with casting, direct-
ing, and publicity. Now she negotiates 
scripts, writes contracts, raises money, 
hires crew, handles unions . . . As a pro-
ducer, says Bailey, “You have to wear a 
tremendous number of hats.” 

Bailey’s experience at Appalachian 
State University, where she majored in 

communication arts and theatre, helped prepare her. She remembers complain-
ing endlessly to professors like Susan Cole, her mentor in the Department of 
Theatre and Dance, that she couldn’t be excused from her 8 a.m. biology test 
because of late-night dress rehearsals. Now she knows, “That was one of the 
best preparations for moving to L.A.” In the early days, it was not unusual for 
Bailey to audition during lunch breaks, work a night job, and go to production 
classes until 1 a.m. “If I hadn’t had that discipline (at Appalachian) I don’t know if 
I’d ever have made it out here.”

Her broad training also boosted her toward success. While a school for the 
arts might cover performance, she 
says, “You’re really not prepared to do 
anything outside of acting.” Bailey’s 
experience running publicity for the the-
atre department and being thrown into 
independent study to figure things out 
on her own helped her become more 
resourceful. During Linda Weldon’s 
reader’s theater class, she adapted a 
book, obtained rights for a script, cast 
20 actors, and directed the production 
– all on her own. “Going through that 
experience was tremendously helpful 
for producing,” says Bailey. 

She was also forced to build sets, 
despite her protests that she didn’t 
know how. Frank Mohler, the theatre 
department’s “technical guru,” insisted 
that she try. “No matter what you’re 
doing in the business,” says Bailey, 
“even if it doesn’t draw you, you need to 
learn how to figure it out.” Her breadth 
of knowledge and practice at resource-
ful determination helped her find 
opportunities and “back doors” into an 
industry where she is finding hard-won 
success.

Watch for Bailey’s film, “Bachelor 
Man,” on campus this spring. It includes 
Bailey’s work as a producer and an 
actor, and features her husband, actor 
Merritt Palmer Bailey III, who she met 
at Appalachian. You may see “Palmer,” 
as he was known at Appalachian, as an 
orderly in a recurring role on “General 
Hospital.”

–Virginia Myers Kelly ’82

Robert “Bo” Bruner, High Point, Robert Goldberg 
Award in Trial Advocacy-Wake Forest University 
Law School. Stephen Coenen, certified as a 
professional in human resources by the Human 
Resources Certification Institute. He is a human 
resources specialist at Saft America, Valdese. 

DEGREES: Allison Riddick, Winston-Salem, 
post-graduate in early years education, Uni-
versity of Wales. Ashley Harvey, Columbia, 
SC, master of arts in communication disor-
ders, Appalachian State University. Belinda 
Prawdzik, Atlanta, GA, master’s of public health 
in policy, Emory University. Carly Weisthal, 
Greensboro, master’s in education, UNC-
Greensboro. Heather Strickland Geldbach, 
MBA, technology management, University of 
Phoenix. She is a regional switch engineer at 
Sprint, Wake Forest. Jeff Garstka, High Point, 
MS in communications, University of Tennes-
see. Robert “Bo” Bruner, High Point, juris 
doctor, Wake Forest University School of Law. 
Tamara Daniels, Raleigh, master of arts in 
teaching with concentration in Spanish, UNC-
Chapel Hill. William Yeager, Chapel Hill, master 
of public administration, UNC-Chapel Hill.

NEW POSITIONS: Ashley Harvey, speech-
language pathologist, Health South Rehabilita-
tion Hospital, Columbia, SC. Carly Weisthal, 
teacher, Guilford County Schools, High Point 
Central High School, Greensboro. Heather 
Leith, marketing coordinator, Heery Interna-
tional, Raleigh. Jeff Garstka, new business 
marketing associate, Apple Rock, High Point. 
John Sullivan III, project manager, Keystone 
Homes, Augusta, GA. Kim Squire, head girls 
varsity volleyball coach, Centennial High School, 
Roswell, GA. Michael Bell, associate attorney, 
Bell, Nunnally and Martin, LLP, Dallas, TX. Rich-
ard Thomas, graduation analyst, Office of the 
Registrar, UNCC, Charlotte.

WEDDINGS: Carrie Beaver and David Ross, 
Hickory, April 26. Elizabeth Jessee and Adam 
Neal, Durham, Oct. 4. Jacqueline Kelly and 
James Wheeler, Charlotte, March 15. Kathryn 
Bonkemeyer and Daniel Ezell, Winston-Salem, 
May 3. Laura Kennedy and Jeremy Rinehart, 
Chapel Hill, March 8. Leah Smith and Joseph 
Piatt, Durham, June 14. Lisa Dalton and Dale 
Jordan, Statesville, March 1. Natalie Johnston 
and Peter Bryant ’02, Greensboro, Oct. 5.

BIRTHS: Ross and Michelle Meyen Huff-
man ’98, Cary, a son, Walker Andrew, Aug. 14. 
Chris and April Byrd Bumgarner, Dallas, a 
daughter, Peyton Elizabeth, Sept. 17. Mike and 
Leslie Wyatt Thomas, Raleigh, a son, Ashton 
Nicholas, May 19.

’01 AWARDS/HONORS: Timothy 
Sherwood, Lenoir, recipient of the John 

E. Cooper III Memorial Scholarship from Mast 
General Store.

DEGREES: Amelia Mann, Tallahassee, FL, 
master’s in higher education administration, 
William and Mary College. April Robbins Pitt-
man, Kannapolis, MA, UNCG. Ashley Wooten, 
Marion, MPA, Appalachian State University. 
Claire Johnson Garstka, High Point, MS in 
communications, University of Tennessee.

NEW POSITIONS: Amelia Mann, admissions 
officer, Florida State University, Tallahassee, 
FL. Brianne Parker, assistant coordinator of 
university tutorial services and SI coordinator in 
learning assistance program, Appalachian State 
University, Boone. Brooke Wesner Bowman, 
clerical supervisor/coordinator of performance 
improvement and education, First Health of the 
Carolinas-Moore Regional Hospital, Pinehurst. 
Chris Gilbert, insurance consultant/financial 
consultant, Med America Business Solutions, 
Hickory. Claire Johnson Garstka, account 
coordinator, Trone Public Relations, High Point. 
Trisha Meier Coleman, senior accountant, 
Novant Health, Winston-Salem. 

WEDDINGS: Alison Cheesman and Michael 
Ward ’99, Dekalb, IL, June 28. Alison Shockley 
and Richard Crippen ’99, Dunwoody, GA, 
March 22. Amanda Gearhart and Justin Lester, 
Virginia Beach, VA, Oct. 18. April Robbins and 
Gerald Pittman III, Salisbury, June 21. Ashley 
LaMotte and Robert Ehret ’02, Mooresville, 
May 24. Brooke Wesner and David Bowman 
’97, Sanford, May 3. Claire Johnson and Jeff 
Garstka ’00, High Point, June 7. Crystal Rhine-
hart and Joseph Hardin, Simpsonville, April 12. 
Julie Lowrance and Ryan Bowman, Conover, 
June 14. Nicole Mitchell and Alton Draughon 
’02, Morrisville, April 26. Sara Godwin and 
Anthony D’Ambrosio, Jamestown, Aug. 23.

BIRTHS: Trevor and Nichole Hazenstab 
Pratt ’99, Raleigh, a daughter, Cassandra Elyse, 
Oct. 17.

’02 NEW POSITIONS: Amy Tucker, retail 
services officer, BB&T, Charleston, WV. 

Jessica Dingess, fitness specialist, West Forsyth 
YMCA, Statesville. Kern Campbell, state practice 
alliance manager, SAS Institute, Inc., Cary. Mark 
Wyrick II, national accounts representative, Velux 
America USA, Fredericksburg, VA. 

WEDDINGS: Christina Davis and Chris 
Gilbert ’01, Hickory, Sept. 6. Gail Berry and 
John Little, Sylva, Oct. 11. Jana Wilson and 
Philip Hosmer, Flat Rock, March 3. Jill Pen-
nigar and Clay Coffey ’01, Matthews, May 3. 
Joanna Wingate and Kent Pike, Boone, March 
29. Jocelyn Lackey and Frank Hill ’03, Fort 
Lewis, WA, May 16. Katie Oehler and Andrew 
Asbury, Matthews, June 21. Kristin Howell and 
Christopher Haigler, Mooresville, April 5. Mary 
White and Ashley Bumgarner, Claremont, Oct. 
4. Miranda Miller and David Warren, Vilas, May 
3. Rachel Bowling and Christian Schroeder, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, June 7. Shannon Watson 

Behind and in front of the camera: Karen Bailey takes on L.A.

Class  Notes 
     and 
Alumni News

What: 
Film “Bachelor Man,” 
with actor/producer  
Karen Bailey ’89

When: 
April 17 and 18, 3 p.m.

Where: 
Greenbriar Movie 
Theater,
Plemmons Student Union

For all campus 
movie listings, visit 
www.films.appstate.edu While running a career counseling program, Bailey arranged information 

sessions with industry stars, like Henry Winkler and Kevin Costner.
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I.D. Number/SS # (Provision of Social Security number is voluntary and will only be used as a personal identifier for record keeping purposes.)

Current Name:              Last First Middle/Maiden
If you prefer to be called by your middle name rather than your first, give your full name above and underline your middle name.

Title:   Ms., Mrs., Mr., Dr., etc.    Class Year

Employer Information: 

Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                         State                                                ZIP

Business Phone (area code)                                                                         Business Fax (area code) 

Business E-mail Address

Position/Occupation

TODAY’S DATE               _____________________________       Address Change   Alumni News

I.D. Number/SS # (Provision of Social Security number is voluntary and will only be used as a personal identifier for record keeping purposes.)

Current Name:              Last First Middle/Maiden
If you prefer to be called by your middle name rather than your first, give your full name above and underline your middle name.

Title:   Ms., Mrs., Mr., Dr., etc.    Class Year

Spouse: Last First Middle/Maiden

Home Address:  Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                        State                                                 ZIP

Home Phone (area code)                                                                              Home Fax (area code)

Home E-mail Address

Employer Information: 

Street or Route

City                                                                                                                                         State                                                ZIP

Business Phone (area code)                                                                         Business Fax (area code) 

Business E-mail Address

Position/Occupation

HELP KEEP CLASS NOTES TIMELY BY REPORTING YOUR NEWS WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EVENT

Alumni News: Awards and Honors:

 

 New Degree:

 

 New Position:

 

 Wedding:

 

 Births:

 Retirement:

 

TALK 
TO US!

and Bradley Ferguson ’03, Greensboro, 
May 24.

’03 AWARDS/HONORS: Denise Nelson, 
Yanceyville, Student Support Services 

Award. Frank Hill, Boone, commissioned in 
U.S. Army.

NEW POSITIONS: Billie Norwood Hicklin, 
principal, Parkway Elementary School, Boone. 
Chris Barton, operations manager, Charlotte 

Symphony Orchestra, Charlotte. David Hinson, 
global training consultant, SAS Institute, Cary. 
Elizabeth Wosczyna Davis, art teacher, Kan-
napolis City Schools, Fred L. Wilson Elementary 
School and Shady Brook Elementary School, 
Kannapolis. Erin Russello, fifth grade teacher, 
Wittenburg Elementary School, Taylorsville. 
Heather Moeller, primary educator resource 
teacher, Peace Corps, Philippines. Karen Mat-
thews, exercise coordinator and health pro-

gram planner, Health Promotion, Appalachian 
State University, Boone.

WEDDINGS: Christina Craye and Wes 
Hutchinson, Charlotte, Sept. 20. Erin Green 
and David Rief, Trenton, Sept. 27. Jennifer 
Williams and Ryan Vann ’02, Asheville, May. 
Karen Edmonds and Josh Apple ’02, Ruth-
erfordton, June 7. Kimberly Clay and Jason 
Clark ’02, Granite Falls, Oct. 25. Sunni Har-
rison and Brian Lefler ’03, Charlotte, Aug. 9. 

Susan Lawing and Thomas Love, Kannapolis, 
June 28.

BIRTHS: Ben and Meredith Royall Swanson, 
Asheboro, a daughter, Ashlynn Paige, March 
20. Matthew and Amber Constant Mellon, 
Boone, a son, Mark Andrew, July 27.
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As the child of Appalachian graduates, Jonathan 
Kappler came to Appalachian State University 
on the Alumni Memorial Scholarship. Four other 
scholarships also have helped him pay for what 
he describes as “an excellent education at a very 
affordable price.”   

“Many of us don’t come from families who can 
afford thousands of dollars for tuition. That’s why 

it’s so important for alumni 
to give back… Receiving 
the Alumni Memorial 
Scholarship was key in 
my decision to come to 
Appalachian. The financial 

support has provided me a foundation to improve 
myself in ways I might not have otherwise. I don’t 
know if I would have pushed myself to get involved 
with the Center for Student Involvement and 
Leadership on campus, to serve as president 
of Appalachian Student Ambassadors, or to intern 
with Sen. John Edwards in Washington, D.C.” 

Support the next generation 
of Appalachian students. 
Your financial support 
through the Alumni 
Memorial Scholarship 
and alumni chapter 
scholarships in Catawba 
County, Mecklenburg 
County, and Piedmont and 
Triangle areas really does 

make a difference. Call (828) 262-2038 or visit 
www.alumni.appstate.edu/give.html.

Create opportunities 
for the next generation

Senior Jonathan Kappler, 

Son of Beverly ’71 and 
Douglas Kappler ’72 of Raleigh

Double majoring in political 
science and Spanish, with plans 
for law school
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