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On the cover
Appalachian’s campaign theme, “Making a difference in the world… one student at 
a time,” was created with input from the university’s faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
who were asked why they choose to work, teach, go to school and graduate from 
Appalachian, and why they support the university by making gifts, volunteering or 
attending events on campus. A clear theme emerged from these discussions. Our 
students have amazing stories to tell. They make real and powerful differences in 
the world, and they inspire others to invest in their dreams, and help them make 
the world a better place. 
 
Cover conceived and designed  by Troy Tuttle.
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During homecoming Weekend 2011, Appalachian publicly launched the 
Campaign for Appalachian, a $200 million comprehensive campaign to preserve 
and enhance the Appalachian Experience. These funds will strengthen the 
academic, arts and athletic experiences through scholarships, programs and 
facilities. The homecoming festivities were attended by more than 30,000 alumni, 
students, faculty, staff and friends.
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Why the Campaign for Appalachian matters
It has been exciting to launch the new comprehensive “Campaign for Appalachian: 

Making a difference in the world… one student at a time.” This tagline reflects 
precisely what Appalachian State University has done for 
more than a century and will continue to do.

None of us has gotten where we are in life without 
the help of others. Years ago as a first-generation college 
student, I never imagined I would hold a position such 
as this – chancellor of this outstanding university. Yet 
I do because people along the way touched my life. 
Appalachian is part of that process. We make a difference 
for young people so they can in turn make a difference for 
someone else.

The $200 million campaign focuses on academics, arts and athletics – which 
encompass everything that makes this university extraordinary. If we are truly going 
to prepare young people who can make a difference in today’s world, we need to 
ensure they have an understanding of global challenges, including an evolving and 
uncertain economy. Our graduates must be creative, innovative and possess strong 
communication skills. They should feel deeply confident as emerging leaders to say, 
“For the next chapter of my life, Appalachian has me ready.”

We can do this. So much of it already happens here every day.   

When we faced the devastating task of cutting $22.8 million from our already lean 
operating budget, our faculty and staff rose to the occasion and once again excelled 
at what Appalachian does best: caring about our students. They were determined to 
preserve and protect “the Appalachian Experience” for their students at all costs. We 
have made significant sacrifices, as you’ll read on page 30, but we can also take great 
pride in our accomplishments such as the amazing work of our Solar Homestead team, 
a new College of Education building, award-winning research by students working 
alongside their professors, championship athletics and other examples found in this 
issue of Appalachian Today. 

Please join us in this endeavor to preserve and enhance the Appalachian 
Experience. It is important to understand the Campaign for Appalachian is not raising 
money to offset budget cuts. Our dreams are bigger as we recognize the university 
must change because the world is changing. While we have been known and respected 
for our high-quality programs in teacher education, our reputation must now be built 
on additional societal expectations including health and quality of life, sustainability, 
entrepreneurship, global competency and heightened scholarship. This is the 
Appalachian of today and tomorrow. 

I am convinced the value of an Appalachian degree increases every day, based on 
the quality of students coming in. This year’s freshman class had an average SAT score 
of 1141 and an average high school grade point average of 3.94. At a recent open house, 
more and more students and their parents expressed interest in our Honors College 
and the highly competitive Chancellor’s Scholarship, which means we continue to 
attract academically gifted young people.

We know the quality and uniqueness of Appalachian, and recognition by outside 
sources such as The Princeton Review, U.S. News and World Report and Sierra 
magazine confirms it. A successful Campaign for Appalachian will ensure that current 
and future students have the same high-quality Appalachian Experience you enjoyed.  

With Appalachian pride,

kenneth e. peacock
Chancellor
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The Appalachian Experience 
encompasses everything that makes this place 
so extraordinary: the engaging academic 
environment, the dynamic and integrated arts 
programs, championship-winning Mountaineer 
athletics, and our two best natural resources – 
the people and the mountains.  This confluence 
of excellence flows in and through these peaks 
and valleys with the energy, urgency and 
exuberance of a whitewater run.  Students, 
faculty, staff and friends all come to know that 
this is a special place and that, once part of it, 
we never really leave.  It changes our lives and 
our ability to transform our world for the better.  
We hold it in our hearts when we are away 
and, with Mountaineer pride, we celebrate the 
difference its bright future will make in the lives 
of generations of students ahead.  We are the 
Appalachian Family.
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making a difference in the world...

one student at a time
If not now, when? 
By Elisabeth Wall

Brad and Carole Wilson believe in payback. They’ve been 
supporting Appalachian State University to the best of their 
ability since just after graduating in the mid-1970s.  And, as 
co-chairs of the Appalachian State University Foundation’s 
biggest undertaking ever — the launch of a capital campaign 
to attract $200 million in the midst of what is acknowledged 
to be the worst economy since the Great Depression — they 
believe the Appalachian Family will step up and do the same.

“Why now?” we had to ask.

“If not now, when?” Brad Wilson, who is the president and 
CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina, volleyed. 
He believes the timing for this campaign is spot on for three 
reasons:

“This is the right time in the life of Appalachian to provide 
the resources necessary to advance our university,” he said. “It 
is time for all the alumni, friends, family, students, faculty and 
staff to do all they can to make sure we have the financial 
resources we need to continue to provide the quality 
education we all experienced. True, the 
economy is not as good as it could be,” he 
allowed. “No one can forecast when it 
will get better. Waiting on an external 
environment we cannot control is not 
prudent.”

“Secondly, we believe the 
Appalachian Family is well 
positioned to respond to this 
call to action and to be as 
generous as they possibly 
can be.” And Wilson says 
he is encouraged, as the 
campaign is off to a very 
good start.

His third point 
spoke to state budget 
cuts. Appalachian was 
asked to provide a 16 
percent cut to its budget, 
resulting in a total 
reduction of just under 
$23 million.

“So,” Wilson pointed out, “providing private resources to 
help sustain quality education is critical at this time.”

Are the Wilsons optimistic? “Sadly, Appalachian alumni do 
not have the best history of giving,” Carole Wilson, a member 
of the Appalachian Alumni Council, confessed. “But, then, 
we’ve never really asked.”

Every gift is a good gift

While indicators suggest the big gifts are forthcoming, a 
major strategy for this campaign is to ask every person to give 
what they can. “It’s time for the entire Appalachian Family 
to step up,” Carole Wilson said. “We need every alum, friend, 
staff member, student to give something. Whatever it is that 
they can and are comfortable giving — one dollar or $10 mil-
lion. It does not matter. Every gift is a good gift.”

Asked how this campaign will impact the university and the 
region, Wilson said that in order to operate in what he terms a 
knowledge-based, global economy there is an ever-increasing 

need for private, unrestricted funding for the 
traditional programs like the arts, as well as the 

development of new and regionally important 
programs like the College of Health Sciences.

“The pace of change is incredibly rapid 
today,” he said. “Appalachian is an important in-
stitution in our region and in our state, and it 

is growing in importance in our country.

“In this knowledge-based global 
economy, the employment 
paradigm has changed.

“Knowledge is what is 
valuable, as well as skill. But 
the American economy, 
originally built on brawn, has 
changed to an economy built 
on brains.”

The Wilsons have every 
intention of leading a success-

ful campaign so that the brains 
of Western North Carolina have 

the brawn of solid funding for 
multi-disciplined training over the 
next decade and beyond.

Brad ’75 and Carole Wilson ’75 
Campaign for Appalachian co-chairs
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Appalachian’s pioneering vision to change lives and change the world is bolder 

than ever. true to our mountaineer spirit, we view the 21st century challenges 

facing our state, nation and world as a call to action. to meet this call, appalachian 

graduates will leave our campus transformed and prepared to be critical and creative 

thinkers, leaders, responsible global citizens, and people who make real and powerful 

differences in their communities and beyond. your support of appalachian through 

the three priority areas of academics, arts and athletics is critical to ensuring that the 

next generation of mountaineers is prepared at the highest level and that the university 

is poised to expand its role as a leader and innovator in higher education — one 

that prepares our students to become passionate and successful alumni. within these 

three priorities five strategic initiatives have great potential to positively impact the 

appalachian experience:  scholarship, world focus, sustainability, entrepreneurship and 

health and quality of life.

Tyler Branch  
Class of 2012
Communication major
campaign.appstate.edu/tyler-branch

www.today.appstate.edu   5
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ACADEMICS
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C a m p a i g n . a p p s t a t e . e d u

“my research and internship through 
appalachian are preparing me to make 
a difference in access to health care for 
underserved populations in north Carolina.”
Delvon Blue
Class of 2012 
Psychology and health care 
management double major

campaign.appstate.edu/Delvon-Blue



beasley succeeds in broadcast industry, credits appalachian academics
By Kate Cahow ’08

B roadcast entrepreneur george beasley ’58 credits his 
academic experience at appalachian for the business 

acumen that helped him achieve success as both a broadcaster 
and educator. he shows his gratitude through generous giving, 
and by trying to inspire others to do the same.

“i’ve always thought that if every alum would just get into 
the habit of of giving a small amount every year,” he said, “it 
would have an immeasurable effect, especially in the midst of 
state cutbacks.” 

beasley leads by example: in addition to his and his wife 
ann’s many contributions to the university, beasley has served 
on appalachian’s foundation board of directors since 1996, 
and with the board of trustees from 2001 to 2008. a gener-
ous gift from beasley to the appalachian state university 
foundation allowed the department of Communication to 
break ground on a radio and televison complex, anticipated 

to open in the fall of 
2012. 

beasley came to 
appalachian on the 
g.i. bill in 1955, but 
not to study broadcast-
ing. he was on the fast 
track to an education 
that would allow him 
to support his growing 
family. he earned a 
bachelor’s in business 
education in 1958, and 

a master’s in educational administration in 1960.

“i can never repay the university for the experiences that 
helped me accomplish my goals. if i hadn’t gotten a business 
degree, i wouldn’t have known anything about budgeting, 
accounting, insurance and working with banks,” he said.  

“and, being a high school principal taught me that 
managing a staff of teachers and operating a school is not 
so different from being the Ceo of a small company,” he 
concluded with a grin. 

“my initial goal was to teach and coach. but, after taking all 
those business courses, i thought i’d eventually get into some 
kind of business,” said beasley. 

true to both goals, he taught and coached girl’s basketball 
at low gap school in surry County, n.C., and was assistant 
principal at dan river high in ringgold, va., all before put-
ting his business education to work at a 500-watt radio station 
in benson. 

“you could let out a big whoop and it would go about as far 
as that radio signal,” laughs beasley, whose family included five 
children by the time they arrived in benson. 

looking toward a future of braces, proms and college tu-
ition, he worked to make the station a success, while simultane-
ously serving as principal at meadow high school.  

his efforts paid off, as five years later he sold the station for 
$125,000 and purchased a larger one in goldsboro. he com-
mitted to broadcasting on a full-time basis in 1969.

An early start in radio

beasley’s love of radio took root in the early ’50s when he 
spent nights tinkering at his uncle hennis epperson’s station 
wsyd in mount airy, n.C.

“he let me do station breaks and read an occasional live 
advertisement. we probably had about 10 listeners,” jokes 
beasley, a natural-born storyteller whose good humor is 
contagious. 

“back then there were two turntables, a microphone and an 
old wollensak reel-to-reel in the control room. now everything 
is automated. it’s basically a new world,” said beasley, who 
knows this from a lifetime’s experience in the industry. 

since getting the fCC license for his 
first radio station in benson, n.C., in 
1961, beasley has grown his love 
of radio into 45 stations in 11 
markets concentrated in the 
southeast, including hold-
ings in miami, philadelphia 
and las vegas. he is founder, 
chairman and Ceo of beasley 
broadcast group inc., in 
naples, fla. this december, 
bbgi celebrates its 
50th year.

George Beasley's success provides inspiration to 
students at the Kellar Radio Talent Institute.

www.today.appstate.edu   7

“i can never repay 
the university for 

the experiences that 
helped me accomplish 

my goals.”
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C a m p a i g n . a p p s t a t e . e d u

“once i received a scholarship i felt a complete 
new motivation. i wasn't sure i wanted to pursue 
a professional career in dance, but now i can't 
see myself doing anything else.”
hope Wolfe
Class of 2012 
Dance studies major

campaign.appstate.edu/hope-Wolfe
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successful business leaders ensure a bright future for the arts at appalachian
By Linda Coutant ’01 MA

if you enjoy seeing major acts such as patti lupone, Judy 
Collins, Joan baez and k.d. lang perform at appalachian state 
university each summer, you can thank bonnie and Jamie 
schaefer. their immense passion for music and their extensive 
personal and professional contacts within the music industry 

have helped expand an 
appalachian summer 
festival’s popular 
music series and further 
enhanced the quality 
of the festival, which 
has been named one of 
the “top twenty events 
in the southeast” by 
the southeast tourism 
society.

“we love our com-
munity, we love the arts 
and we love the univer-

sity,” said bonnie schaefer, who serves on the festival’s advisory 
board. she and her partner, Jamie, own westglow resort and 
spa in blowing rock, which has been a lead sponsor of an 
appalachian summer festival since 2007. 

their latest commitment to the arts will benefit 
appalachian and the local community year-round – $4.1 
million to refurbish farthing auditorium to address 
issues of safety, accessibility, and enhancement of 
the performance experience. it is one of the largest 
single gifts ever made to the university. with im-
provements to be complete by July 2013, the 1,734-
seat venue will be named the schaefer Center for 
the performing arts.

farthing auditorium, the university’s 
primary performance location, was 
built in 1976.  as the level of on-
campus entertainment rises, 
the facility needs to be 
on par, according to 
the schaefers. 

“we hear the 
frustration people 
have with the facility, 
from the artists to the 
staff to the audience,” 
Jamie schaefer said. bonnie 

schaefer’s main focus is the sound system. “if the quality isn’t 
there, it takes so much away from the performance. it’s a great 
center to begin with, it just needs some upgrades,” she said.  

in addition to their direct commitment to the arts, the 
schaefers have been generous in sharing their business 
to attract entertainers. they frequently offer a free stay at 
westglow, which travel and leisure magazine named the “no. 
2 destination spa in the world” and was recently inducted into 
the relais & Châteaux worldwide collection of elite properties. 

“we’re able to say, ‘please come, perform, be fair with us in 
pricing and we’ll also include a stay at westglow.’ it’s bargain-
ing power,” Jamie schaefer said.  

why do they support the arts? they each have had lifelong 
appreciation for quality music and theater performances, 
especially bonnie schaefer whose father was a leader with the 
broward Center for the performing arts in fort lauderdale, 
fla. they believe the arts benefit all of society, and they’ve seen 
how the arts keep the high Country community involved with 
the university. 

“muriel rosen (a founder of an appalachian summer 
festival) told us, ‘don’t forget you’re doing this as a gift for the 
students and the people in the community.’ that was her focus 
and i keep that in my mind,” said Jamie schaefer.

rosen, who passed away in 2009, and her peers “are very 
dear to us and we want to make them proud. we feel very 

honored to be the next generation to 
continue their legacy,” she added.

the experience of a packed, 
cheering house thrills the schaefers, 
and their vision for an appalachian 
summer festival is an entertain-
ment line-up that rivals the 
renowned tanglewood music 

festival in new england. “it 
gives us great personal 
pleasure to support this 
program,” Jamie schaefer 
said. “if it brings every-
one as much pleasure as 
it does us, it’s a win-win.”

“it’s such great fun,” 
bonnie schaefer said.

thearts.appstate.edu

Avid arts supporters and 
friends of Appalachian 
Bonnie and Jamie Schaefer

“we love our 
community, we love 
the arts and we love 

the university.”
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C a m p a i g n . a p p s t a t e . e d u

“appalachian has allowed me to 
pursue my dream to play basketball 
while also helping me meet my goal 
of academic excellence.”
Anna Freeman
Class of 2012 
Elementary education major 

campaign.appstate.edu/Anna-Freeman
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anderson values appalachian traditions and champions change 
By Leila Jackson ’00

A     1962 and ’66 graduate of the College of education, pat 
anderson is a longtime friend to appalachian state 

university. anderson’s mother also attended appalachian, as 
did many relatives and friends, forging a sense of tradition and 
pride that ties her to the school. “it means so much to have 
those connections, that sense of community,” said anderson. 
“it always brings us back.”

as much as she values tradition and the “appalachian way,” 
anderson has helped steer the university into a new era of 

growth through her con-
tributions to the College 
of education and the 
department of athletics. 
“you’re so proud of your 
school, but even more so 
when it advances and is 
able to give even more 
students opportunities,” 
she said. one example 
she gives is of the con-
tinuous building projects 
and modernization of the 
campus. “i love bringing 

people to football games who haven’t been on the mountain in 
a while. they can’t believe how much appalachian has grown. 
i love it! it’s such fun to see their reactions.”

more important to anderson than the physical growth 
and evolution of the school, particularly in light of current 
budgetary challenges, is its unchanging commitment to quality 
education in boone and in the region. “i feel that education 
is critical right now, to our school and our nation,” she said. 
“the College of education brings educational opportunities 
through extension throughout the region. these programs 
enable people who would not be able to get a degree to do so, 
and greatly improve their lives.”

in addition to funding the alexander scholars program, 
anderson is also a member of the reich College of education 
advancement board, and values the opportunity to make an 
impact on the lives of students directly. she regularly hosts 
fund-raising events like the reich College of education-
sponsored golf tournament and shares her enthusiasm 
about the school wherever she goes. “one of the great 
things about appalachian is its size and accessibility,” 
she says. “at other, larger schools, it’s not like here. at 
appalachian you can really be a part of it, really see 
how you personally make a difference.”

anderson is an avid fan of mountaineer athletics — she 
tailgates and made the trip to the “big house” to watch 
appalachian defeat michigan. she sees athletics as yet another 
way to get people involved with the mission of appalachian. “i 
do get excited for sports, always. athletics brings people back, 
it gets alumni engaged and excited about the school, no matter 
where they donate,” she said.

but, she added, the effect the university has on the region 
in arts, athletics and academics should not be understated. 
“appalachian brings outside culture to western north 
Carolina. any given week you can experience so may different 
things through appalachian’s arts and cultural programs.” 

anderson believes the university’s balanced focus on these 
areas reaches a much wider audience than former and current 
students, and impacts the community at large. “we have so 
many donors in the area who 
are not even alumni, just 
folks who see the wonderful 
things appalachian does 
and want to be a part of it.”

anderson resides in 
alexander County with 
her husband, howard 
w. anderson, and 
can often be found 
cheering on 
her beloved 
mountaineers 
at kidd brewer 
stadium. 

Pat Anderson ’62 ’66 poses for a photo 
outside Kidd Brewer Stadium with friend 
and Yosef Club Director Gerald Adams.

www.today.appstate.edu   11

“at appalachian 
you can really 

see how you 
personally make a 

difference.”
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to sustain an environment of inclusive excellence, the university must provide need-based 

and merit-based scholarships, fellowships, and funding for undergraduate and graduate 

research, and co-curricular learning opportunities.  initiatives such as the honors College, 

aCCess scholarships, athletic scholarships, and endowed distinguished professorships 

help attract the best and brightest to our university and change lives forever.

s u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t  e x C e l l e n C e

Scholarship

“i'm able to travel, work in special 
places, and learn so much.”
Corianne Rogers
Class of 2012
Biology pre-professional major

campaign.appstate.edu/Corianne-Rogers

12 Appalachian Today – Campaign Launch 2011
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For love of Dr. Fleming

To honor Dr. Willie Fleming ’80 ’94 
for his efforts on behalf of african-

american students at appalachian, 
a group of alumni have established 
the dr. willie fleming endowed 
scholarship fund in his name. their 
goal is to provide 10 to 15 scholarships 
of $1,500 to $3,000 annually.

“whether he was providing a meal 
for a student or just being there for 
counsel, dr. fleming practiced what 
he preached — and he preached the 
golden rule,” said Gary Henderson 
’92 ’94, an attorney in the mecklenburg 
County attorney’s office, and chair of 
the scholarship committee.

during his tenure on campus, 
fleming was a beloved instructor, 
counselor, spiritual guide and friend 
to the african-american community. 
he helped establish the appalachian 
chapter of alpha phi alpha and other 
african-american fraternities and so-
rorities, and founded the appalachian 
gospel Choir.

“i cannot imagine my life without 

the experience of graduating from 
appalachian,” said fleming, who is 
currently an associate professor in the 
school of psychology and Counseling at 
gardner-webb university, and pastor at 
perfecting Christian faith fellowship in 

mount holly.

“giving back through scholarships 
such as this is the best way to ensure 
that future generations of african-
american students have access to this 
fine university,” fleming said.

Steve and Judy James Scholarship benefits first-generation college students

James scholar  
Ashley Crowder 

is a first-generation 
college student who 
is excited about her 
plans to be a special 
education teacher. 
the financial boost 
she’s receiving as a 

recipient of the Judy and steve James 
scholarship for education is enabling 
her to achieve that goal.

“i’m from a rural community where 
you have to work hard for what you get. 

nothing worthwhile is going to come 
easy,” said the spruce pine native. “i feel 
blessed to have gotten this scholarship, 
and to know it will support me for the 
remainder of my time at appalachian.”

 steve and Judy James of greensboro 
are avid supporters of education. their 
$20,000 scholarship, modeled after the 
n.C. teaching fellows scholarship, sup-
ports appalachian students pursuing a 
teaching career.

Crowder, the first recipient of the 
scholarship and now a sophomore, 
developed her passion for working with 

special education children when she was 
in high school.

“i worked as an assistant in 
the autistic classroom at newland 
elementary school. until then, i didn’t 
understand how someone could be so 
passionate about a career,” she said. 
“when i’m with these kids, i have the 
patience of a saint and can deal with 
whatever comes up.

“i’m thankful to steve and Judy for 
helping to make my appalachian educa-
tion happen,” she said.

Distinguished Professor brings business acumen to the arts

Whether their sights are set on 
broadway or the barter theatre, 

students in pursuit of a career in the 
performing arts will benefit from Keith 
T. Martin’s industry experience.

martin joins the department of 
theatre and dance as the John m. 
blackburn distinguished professor of 
theatre. his national reputation in the 
performing arts includes more than 35 
years of experience in arts management, 
professional theatre and dance produc-
tion and expertise in musical theatre 

and arts education.

“if you think of the department of 
theatre and dance as show business, 
i’m the business,” said the hickory na-
tive, who received a bfa and mfa from 
unC greensboro. “i have the knowl-
edge and expertise from living on the 
other side of the table as a producer and 
administrator to teach students about 
unions and collective bargaining, to 
help them find agents and managers, to 
guide them through the do’s and don’ts 
of audition management.”

the John m. blackburn 
distinguished professorship in theatre 
and dance is named in honor of John 
m. blackburn, former chairman of 
appalachian’s board of trustees, and 
current member of the university of 
north Carolina board of governors. 
it is funded by private gifts and state 
funding, along with a grant from the 
C.d. spangler foundation to attract and 
retain exceptional faculty in the unC 
system.

Gary henderson ’92 ’94 and Dr. Willie Fleming ’80 ’94

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n C e . . .

Ashley Crowder
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World Focus

“world collaboration is essential to solving global 
issues, and appalachian makes great efforts to facilitate 
opportunities for learning about global topics, and 
experiencing other cultures.”
Ashley mcNeely
Class of 2012
Accounting major

campaign.appstate.edu/Ashley-mcNeely
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as our students become the next generation of leaders, it is critical that they view their lives and 

work through a global perspective. support for programs which combine on-campus and world travel 

opportunities such as study abroad and faculty-led trips, exchanges, scholarships, visiting scholars, arts and 

cultural events, and international education can make transformational experiences available to all students.

f o s t e r i n g  g l o b a l  C i t i z e n s
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International partnerships put ‘foot on every continent’

E very year, more than 1,000 
appalachian students travel to 

places both familiar and exotic through 
partnership agreements established 
with academic institutions in 28 
countries. these partnerships provide 
students access to educational opportu-
nities in all corners of the world.

“since i arrived at appalachian five 
years ago, my intention has been to 
have a foot on every continent, and 
we have accomplished that,” said Jesse 
lutabingwa, associate vice chancellor 
of the office of international education 
and development (oied). 

partnerships currently exist with 65 
countries, including australia, bolivia, 
Costa rica, China, england, honduras, 
italy, Japan, mexico, new zealand, 
poland, russia, spain and taiwan. they 
include opportunities for students to 
study topics as diverse as sustainable 
tourism and mountain geography 
and tropical ecology in Costa rica, 
international insurance and accounting 
in england, and business and cultural 
practices in spain and italy. recent 

efforts to diversify education abroad 
options in non-traditional locations 
have resulted in programs in argentina, 
brazil, Chile, india, egypt, south 
africa, vietnam and thailand. 

one of the earliest agreements 
established in the early ’80s was with 
northeastern university in China. 
it was also the first bilateral agree-
ment between institutions of higher 
education in China and the u.s. not 

initiated by either govern-
ment. administered and 
overseen by the oied, study 
abroad programming is in 
keeping with the university’s 
mission to develop student 
awareness and appreciation 
and respect for cultural dif-
ferences, both domestically 
and internationally. 

according to lutabingwa, 
spain is the most popular 
destination for students who 
study abroad for a semester or 
a year, whereas britain, Costa 

rica and spain are more popular with 
students who take part in short-term fac-
ulty-led programs. students who want 
to travel to countries the university does 
not have partnerships with can access 
programming through appalachian’s 
membership in isep (international 
student exchange programs), a network 
for international education consisting of 
265 universities in the united states and 
35 other countries.

www.international.appstate.edu

Holland Fellows scholar interns in China

Through involvement with the 
william r. holland fellows 

program for business study in asia in 
the walker College of business, account-
ing major John Charles Payne ’12 com-
pleted an internship this past summer at 
shanghai daily newspaper in China.

“i was incredibly fortunate to be cho-
sen to participate in the program and 
to spend so much time in China,” said 
payne, who attends appalachian with 
the help of two accounting scholarships. 
“international experience truly makes 

college the fertile learning ground that 
it’s meant to be.” 

at the newspaper’s new media 
Center, he contributed to the start of an 
online social network akin to facebook 
for asia’s business community, building 
a database of Chinese companies listed 
on foreign exchange boards. 

“doing business in China is made 
possible only through your network, or 
guanxi, which is fostered by existing 
contacts and connections,” payne ex-
plained. “the critical aim of this site is 
to support shanghai as a world financial 

center (as opposed to an asian financial 
center), and to help Chinese businesses 
expand in China and abroad in the 
coming years.”

greatly appreciative of the opportu-
nities afforded him, payne said he hopes 
to give back to appalachian someday. 
“the generosity of alumni makes it 
possible to learn what is impossible to 
see and experience in a book or in a 
classroom.”

www.business.appstate.edu/
hollandfellows

Study in Brazil brings student closer to goal

D iana aguilar wants to say 
“thank you” in eight dif-

ferent languages! the junior, who 
is originally from Cali, Columbia, 
mastered portuguese last summer over 
a two-month stay in são paulo, brazil, 
courtesy of a go abroad international 
scholarship, which was established in 
2009 by the broyhill family foundation. 
english, her native spanish, and her 
newly acquired portuguese, puts 
aguilar only five languages from her 
multilingual goal. 

aguilar is the second recipient 
of the now fully funded go abroad 

scholarship. she applied serendipitously.  
“i was walking with a friend and asked 
where he was going. he told me he 
was applying for this scholarship. so i 
applied, too,” she said. after her experi-
ence in brazil, aguilar says she cannot 
thank the broyhill family foundation 
enough. 

according to sheila triplett-brady, 
executive director of the foundation, 
“higher education and youth develop-
ment are two of the main areas of 
interest to the foundation. the go 
abroad scholarship provides students 
the opportunity for both through 

international, multicultural experi-
ences.” 

aguilar, who plans to be a pediatric 
surgeon, said her go abroad experience 
helped her “grow up and better under-
stand another culture. people tend to 
judge other cultures,” she said. “but if 
they understand and can communicate, 
it is easy to get along. i want to under-
stand people everywhere.” 

what’s next for the ambitious 
20-year-old? “french,” she said, laugh-
ing. “that’s my next challenge.”

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n C e . . .

Study abroad opportunities in Central and South 
America are among newer, and popular, destinations.
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Sustainability

“working on appalachian’s solar homestead has 
been a life-changing experience that i know will 

give me an edge in the job market.”
Chelsea Royall

Class of 2012
Graduate student, building science

campaign.appstate.edu/chelsea-royall
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Solar Homestead 
looked to Biltmore 
Estate for best 
practices

When members 
of the solar 

homestead (appalachian 
state university’s entry in 
the u.s. department of 
energy’s solar decathlon 
2011) design and con-
struction team wanted 
to explore sustainably 
harvested flooring for 
the homestead’s 870-foot 
living area, what better 
place to turn than the 
biltmore estate, the site 
of the nation’s first for-
estry school?

white oak trees 
that had fallen at the 
biltmore estate located 
in asheville, n.C., were 
milled on site with the 
estate’s portable saw mill 
then finished to become 
tongue and groove floor-
ing.

the biltmore forest 
school operated from 
1898 to 1909 on the 
biltmore estate. it 
was there that Carl a. 
schenck, who was hired 
by george w. vanderbilt 
to manage his 100,000-
plus acre estate and more 
than 120,000 forested 
acres which today com-
prise pisgah national 
forest, introduced mod-
ern forest management 
practices to the area. 
his heritage lives on 
through the estate’s cur-
rent sustainable forestry 
practices.

the flooring used in 
the solar homestead 
is just one of the home's 
many sustainable fea-
tures. other features 
include bifacial solar pan-
els, which produce up to 
30 percent more energy 
than one-sided panels, 
and a vegetative roof that 
yields edible landscaping.

thesolarhomestead.com

growing knowledge of the planet’s environmental, equity, and 

economic issues helps nurture students who make the world a better 

place to live.  important areas to fund are research in smaller scale 

technology and renewable resources, peace and justice studies, 

endowed professorships, the establishment of a curriculum around 

the economics of sustainability, a “green curriculum” for the entire 

campus, sustainability initiatives, and campus programs.

l i v i n g  f o r  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d
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Gift affords hands-on experience in sustainable farming 

Mary Pope wants to raise goats on 
a sustainable farm someday. she 

transferred to appalachian because of 
opportunities to learn how through the 
university’s new teaching and research 
farm in ashe County. 

“i grew up in boone and came back 
because of the sustainable development 
program and its reputation,” said pope, 
who had been attending the university 
of north Carolina - asheville. 

thanks to a 2010 gift of 369 acres 
from the estate of a childless couple, 
appalachian moved its teaching and re-
search farm this summer from a 10-acre 
site in valle Crucis. it began holding 
class labs on the new property this fall. 
the larger farm significantly expands 
students’ opportunities to learn sustain-
able agriculture, agroforestry, forest and 
watershed management, and livestock 
production.

the university acquired two tracks of 
land near fleetwood as the new trustee 
of the blackburn-vannoy foundation, 
which was established in the wills of 
beulah and reeves vannoy along with 
a conservation easement with the blue 
ridge Conservancy to protect their 
land from development. appalachian 
succeeded first Citizens bank as trustee 
in an agreement that allows the uni-
versity to use the land for educational 
purposes. 

like the valle Crucis property, the 
new farm will be an important part of 
community outreach by helping local 
farmers determine best practices and 
teaching students more sustainable, or-
ganic ways to manage land for a variety 
of purposes. 

the ashe County property hasn’t 
been operated as a farm for about four 
years. “it’s a really great opportunity 
because it’s new and we get to see a farm 
from its beginning,” said senior Jennifer 

Warren, a sustainable development 
major. “there’s so much to do. we also 
get to have cows and turkeys now, which 
we didn’t have at the old farm.”

“this is so much better than being in 
class reading a book,” said Ellen Mason, 
a junior psychology major who is taking 
a livestock production course as an elec-
tive because she wants to learn how to 
raise chickens. “we get to come out to 
the farm and actually do stuff.”

Wind turbine, photovoltaic systems generate savings

Appalachian’s commitment to sus-
tainability is saving money and 

reducing carbon emissions.

between June 2009 and august 2011, 
the wind turbine behind the broyhill 
inn and Conference Center and the 
photovoltaic (pv) array systems at raley 
hall produced 215,751 kilowatt hours of 

electricity, saved the university $18,052 
in electricity costs and offset 174 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide.  

a pv array at the biodiesel Collab-
orative off state farm road, where stu-
dents sustainably turn used vegetable 
oil into diesel fuel, meets 100 percent of 
the building’s electricity needs and pro-

duces more than 2,000 kilowatt hours 
annually. 

in addition, the pv array systems 
on kerr scott hall and the e3 house, 
located next to John thomas hall, are 
net metered systems, meaning that any 
electricity they produce that exceeds the 
need of their buildings can be offered 
to the electrical grid for sale.

Global eco-experience puts regional planner on career track

While a sustainable development 
major at appalachian, Daniel 

Brookshire ’09 received the goodnight 
family scholarship for sustainable 
agriculture to help fund his education. 
that scholarship “propelled my interest 
in sustainability and made me realize 
i could have a professional and post-
undergraduate career in the field,” he 
said.

brookshire’s degree choice has led 
to interesting opportunities: living in 
an eco-village in india, conducting 

energy audits for the eastern band 
of Cherokee indians through the 
environmental defense fund, working 
with ameriCorps in energy efficiency 
outreach at princeton university and 
serving on a weatherization crew in the 
raleigh area of north Carolina.  

the former honors College student 
is now working on a master’s degree 
in city and regional planning at 
unC-Chapel hill. he plans to fin-
ish in may 2012. “i think planning 
is one of the best ways to promote 

sustainable development at the city and 
regional levels,” said brookshire, who 
was also a Chancellor’s scholar while at 
appalachian.

“ideally, when i graduate from unC, 
i’d like to work for a regional planning 
agency for energy planning and green 
economic development.” his specializa-
tion is land use/environmental plan-
ning, with a key interest in strategic 
energy and energy systems planning.

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n C e . . .

Student Tim Coker measures the girth of one of the research farm’s two Dexter cows, 
a triple-purpose animal that can be used for labor, milking and meat. his classmate 
Jordan holder, right, takes notes.
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Entrepreneurship

“how lucky i am to have professors take so much 
interest in helping me succeed.”
Devin lattin
Class of 2012
Marketing and general management double-major
campaign.appstate.edu/Devin-lattin
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no matter their area of study, students need to combine their critical, analytical, and creative thinking 

to address the professional challenges of the 21st century.  funding to engage students through working 

with entrepreneurs, promote education through research and service-learning collaborations, expand 

access to career opportunities, support scholarships, and create endowed professorships is key to nurturing 

students with a creative edge who can be thought leaders and have a positive impact through their work.

C u l t i va t i n g  t h e  C r e a t i v e  s p i r i t
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Campus radio program achieves national syndication

U sing part of a $50,000 loan 
offered to participants in 

appalachian’s kellar radio talent 
institute, Bryce Johnson ’09 bought 

air time in the 
Charlotte market 
to turn the popular 
sports yapp ra-
dio show he started 
at campus radio 
station 90.5 fm 
wasu into a pro-
fessional program. 
sports yapp 

was soon picked up by a larger station, 
Charlotte’s fox sports 730 am. in sum-
mer 2011, Johnson and his show moved 
again, this time to the faith-based Core 
media group, which is taking the pro-
gram nationwide. 

“the loan allowed me to create a job 
for myself while my classmates were try-
ing to find one,” the 24-year-old said.

the loan and the 10-day institute, 
where Johnson engaged with top indus-
try leaders, were funded by a gift from 
the the kellar family foundation in 

alexandria, v.a., to the department of 
Communication. 

“i’m very grateful to the donors and 
speakers at the institute,” said Johnson. 
“the standard set at appalachian was 
so high. i’ve only been out of school two 
years, but i feel like i’ve been working 
professionally for six.” Johnson remains 
the only participant in the institute’s 
five-year history to apply for the loan, 
which must be repaid in five years and 
requires a detailed business plan. 

today.appstate.edu/bryce-johnson

Music students run real-world label

Split rail records, appalachian’s 
student-run record label, opened its 

doors for business in 2006. at the time it 
was the only student-run label in north 
Carolina, though other schools, includ-
ing duke university and university of 
north Carolina at Chapel hill, soon fol-
lowed the model. a required course for 
students in the music industry studies 
program in the hayes school of music, 
split rail involves participants in every 
aspect of managing a label, including 
deciding which artists to sign, the 
recording and distribution of music and 
selling original releases. 

Associate Professor Kim Wangler, 
director of music industry studies, 
explains the importance of students 
working at split rail: “one of the most 
valuable experiences they have is seeing 

the difference between 
reading the textbook and 
the reality of running a 
label. the real-world expe-
riences can be quite differ-
ent and challenging.” but 
those challenges pay off 
for the program’s alumni. 
the first president of the 
label, Ashley Graham ’07, 
interned at mtv in new 
york City and was the only 
undergraduate student 
in the legal department, based on her 
experiences writing contracts at split 
rail records.

now in their sixth year, split rail 
records continues to grow and develop, 
releasing a recording from the band 
dreaming in Color this fall, with a 

release from singer-songwriter alexis 
worthington following in the spring. 
additionally, the label presents an 
ongoing “artist showcases” series, spot-
lighting students and local musicians 
throughout the year. 

splitrailrecords.com

$1 million gift will support students’ entrepreneurial dreams 

Who wants to be an entrepreneur? 
a more diverse group than you 

might think. 

nearly half of appalachian state 
university students taking entrepre-
neurship courses offered through the 
department of management or attend-
ing co-curricular activities presented 
by an entrepreneurship center in the 
walker College of business are non-
business majors.

and, the college’s outreach to 
students interested in entrepreneur-
ship will soon expand, thanks to the 
new transportation insight Center for 
entrepreneurship.

the new center was made possible 
by a private $1 million gift. it will be lo-
cated at the howard street entrance to 
raley hall in a 1,700-square-foot space 
that will include four offices, a student 

lounge, a meeting space and incubator 
office space to support students trying 
to start their own businesses. 

the gift will help support and 
expand opportunities available for 
students through the center, including 
student travel, keynote speakers and 
one-on-one access to experts through 
the incubator. it also will enable the en-
trepreneurship program to grow during 
a time of state budget cuts.  

“entrepreneurship has definitely 
been spread across campus with our 
students,” said Heather Dixon-Fowler, 
director of the center and an assis-
tant professor in the department of 
management. “more students are think-
ing about their futures and realizing 
they are going to need to create their 
own opportunities rather than rely on 
a job being there for them when they 
graduate.”

transportation insight’s Chief 
strategy officer Chris baltz hopes the 
new center will enhance appalachian’s 
reputation as a premier institution for 
entrepreneurship. “we are honored 
to participate in the development of 
these future entrepreneurs,” says baltz. 
“their creativity and ingenuity will 
ultimately enable them to contribute to 
high-growth businesses and create value 
for the american economy. that’s a real 
and measurable impact for emerging 
leaders in the entrepreneurial world of 
innovation and sustainability.”  

headquartered in hickory, n.C., 
transportation insight is a leading na-
tional third-party logistics provider and 
is one of the fastest-growing privately 
held companies in the united states.

entrepreneurship.appstate.edu

Bryce Johnson ’09

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n C e . . .

Jessica Baber works with Assistant Professor Scott Wynne  
in Appalachian's Gilley Recording Studio.
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Health & Ouality of Life

“when i received the letter that said i was accepted 
into appalachian's nursing program, i was very 
excited. being part of the long awaited nursing 
program was an opportunity i couldn’t pass up.”
Jared Fitzgerald
Class of 2012
Nursing major

campaign.appstate.edu/Jared-Fitzgerald
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appalachian has always looked toward identifying the needs of those around us, and 

preparing students who can meet those needs.  a strengthened focus on the health sciences 

joins many other areas to meet the challenge of making stronger and healthier communities. 

help is needed to support the new College of health sciences, premier research and 

student support in selected fields, arts and cultural programming, and athletics.  

e n h a n C i n g  l i v e s  a n d  C o m m u n i t i e s
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ACT fuels community service, student participation
students today come to appalachian 

with a strong passion for making a 
difference in their community, as evi-
denced by the 48 percent increase in the 
past two years of the number of hours 
students spend serving the community. 
the aCt office (appalachian and the 
Community together) helps fuel that 
passion with opportunities for commu-
nity service and service-learning. 

for the three years between fall 2008 
and fall 2011:

• 370,592 student hours have been spent 
serving the community

• $7.9 million of volunteer value has 
been provided to local economies

• $122,000 in direct funds have been 
raised for local community agencies

• $57,000 in educational awards have 
been provided to appalachian 
students for their participation in the 
nC-aCts!/ameriCorps program

• 75 meals per day (nearly 20,000 meals 
per year) have been given to the 
community via asu/aCt/hunger 
& health Coalition's food recovery 
program

private giving has expanded stu-
dents’ international service-learning 
and community-based research activi-
ties, thanks to the aCt annual student 
scholarship & program fund for 
service & leadership: in memory of 
leigh lane edwards. before her death 
during her junior year at appalachian 

in 2005, edwards stood out from her 
peers as a true servant-leader known 
for making it her purpose to serve 
every person, program, group, and 
community-based organization that she 
could fit into her day.  

act.appstate.edu

Appalachian’s Communication Disorders Clinic changes lives
when Caleb strickland enrolled two 

years ago in the preschool language 
Classroom at appalachian state 
university’s Communication disorders 
Clinic, he seldom spoke. today, ac-
cording to his mother, the 4-year-old's 
speech has blossomed. 

“we are blown away by his progress 
and are exceptionally grateful,“ melissa 
strickland said.

before her son was enrolled in the 
preschool program, she worried  he 
would face a life of challenges. now, she 

says, he is a different child. “it’s hard for 
me to say . . . what the clinic has done 
and how different Caleb is. i shudder 
to think what we would have done if 
we had not been able to be part of this 
program.”

Caleb's family, one of 16 currently 
served by the preschool language 
Classroom, works with speech language 
pathologists from the clinic and gradu-
ate students working toward a degree in 
communication sciences and disorders. 

the clinic, which operates as part 

of the College of health and sciences,  
provides prevention, assessment, and 
treatment services in the areas of 
speech, language, swallowing and hear-
ing disorders. services are provided 
on a sliding fee scale. private support 
from the north Carolina scottish rite 
masonic foundation and delta zeta 
sorority fundraisers also helps defray 
costs.

during 2010 the Clinic, served 5,998 
clients for a total of 8,071 hours of 
service. 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina gift boosts College of Health Sciences
a $2 million gift from blue Cross 

and blue shield of north Carolina 
(bCbsnC) to the College of health 
sciences and the university will enhance 
the college’s mission to train health care 
and mental health professionals who 
will serve the people of north Carolina.

dr. fred whitt, founding dean of the 
college, says the transformational gift 
will be used to leverage matching state 
and private foundation funding and 
ultimately will yield $4.2 million for the 
university.

whitt said $400,000 of the gift would 
be used to secure matching and private 
funds to establish a $1 million endowed 
distinguished professorship in the col-
lege.

another $400,000 will be used to 
secure matching funds to establish the 
aeschleman mental health endowed 
professorship in the College of arts and 
sciences department of psychology. 
the professorship is named for dr. stan 
aeschleman, former provost and execu-
tive vice chancellor for academic affairs 

and former department of psychology 
chairman.

in recognition of the bCbsnC gift, 
appalachian’s institute for health 
and human services in the College 
of health sciences will be named the 
blue Cross and blue shield of north 
Carolina institute for health and 
human services. the College of health 
sciences will also initiate a lecture series 
and distinguished professorship, which 
will both also be named for blue Cross 
and blue shield of north Carolina.

m a k i n g  a  d i f f e r e n C e . . .

ACT student volunteers throw a birthday party for residents in a nearby retirement  
community, an activity that has become popular with students.
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Board of Trustees Chair G.A. Sywassink shares a moment with Chancellor Kenneth E. Peacock before bringing greetings to new graduates.

board of trustees chair gives to provide a true education
By Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

G.A. Sywassink is not a north Carolina native or an 
appalachian state university graduate, but he has an affection 
for the university that rivals that of any alumnus, student, 
faculty or staff member.

the chairman of appalachian’s board of trustees, 
sywassink has been a close friend of the university for more 
than 25 years. his loyalty began with his introduction to 
the campus through the walker College of business and its 
business advisory Council, of which he is a former chairman 
and member.

“i think that because i didn’t actually go to school here, 
my allegiance is with the whole university and not just one 
segment of it,” sywassink said. “i think that is very important, 
because the university experience is made up of a lot of pieces. 
you learn about life, you learn out of books, you learn out of 
experiences, you learn from lectures. all these different pieces 
fit together to provide a true education.”

the strong positive relationships between the faculty, 
administration and students that he witnessed during his early 
interactions with appalachian continue to fuel sywassink’s 
advocacy and support.

sywassink’s philanthropic activities have touched almost all 
areas of campus life. he was one of the original investors in 
the harlan e. boyles distinguished Ceo lecture series and he 
established awards of excellence given to faculty in the walker 
College of business. he also has supported scholarships for 
students and student-athletes, a distinguished professorship in 
the College of arts and sciences’ department of psychology, 
and the marching mountaineers travel fund. he contributed 
to the construction of the appalachian house, the official 
residence of the university’s chancellor.

his contributions helped provide the first on-campus 
softball stadium, which is named for the sywassink/lloyd 
women in his family.

“i have been very, very fortunate in my life and i need to pay 
that back,” said sywassink, who is chairman and retired Ceo 
of  standard holding Corporation.

he explained his multifaceted focus on giving.

“we have teachers in every county in the state and music 
students everywhere. it’s just a fantastic legacy that has come 
out of this university and we’ve got to make sure that we 
continue that,” he said. “and the way to do that is to make sure 
that we have a comprehensive university that teaches young 
people how to live the rest of their life. in order to ensure 
that, you have to help support all the different areas of the 
university.”

sywassink is part of a team of volunteers working with 
Chancellor kenneth e. peacock and others to encourage 
members of the university family, corporations and others to 
support the Campaign for appalachian. 

he said the university’s critical need for private support is a 
result of decades of reduced state funding.

“we need to build the appalachian state university 
foundation endowment to allow us to continue to offer a good 
future to our future students,“ he said. “as sad as it may be, 
that’s the truth. recent years have shown that we will have less 
and less reliance on state funds, and it doesn’t appear that will 
change in the near future.“

sywassink became an honorary alumnus of appalachian in 
1994. he has been a member of the board of trustees since 
2007 and was elected chairman of the board earlier this year. 
he resides in Charlotte and hilton head, s.C.
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Appalachian State University  
Foundation Inc.

The student experience at 
Appalachian – both inside and 

outside the classroom – would not 
be possible without the support of 

the Appalachian State University 
Foundation Inc. The foundation 

operates as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization to receive and manage 
private donations to the university. 

It exists solely to help create the 
best possible learning environment 

for Appalachian students, and has 
provided more than $80.7 million 
in support of university activities 

between fiscal years 2001-02 and 
2010-11. In the past year alone, the 

foundation provided $10 million. 

Foundation-supported activities 
include need-based and merit-

based scholarships, distinguished 
professorships, academic program 

support, international travel, service-
learning opportunities, co-curricular 

learning opportunities, the Honors 
College, student research, professional 
development for faculty, and athletics.

Any gift made to Appalachian is 
processed by the foundation, whether 

for current operating expenses or 
endowments which support the 

university in perpetuity. The value 
of the foundation’s endowment is 

currently $56 million, with total assets 
reaching nearly $100 million.

The people responsible for the 
foundation’s assets are its board of 

directors, a 26-member group of 
dedicated alumni and friends with 

professional and/or personal experience 
in finance, investments, real estate and 
banking. The investments are handled 

by the board’s 14-member Investments 
Advisory Committee, and it is the 

earnings from those investments that 
are distributed to the university.

Heading up this dedicated board 
of directors for the past two years has 

been Dan Williams.  Wayne Duncan 
took the helm in late November.

foundation board chairmen stress the 
importance of the Campaign for appalachian
By Elisabeth Wall

Wayne Duncan ’65, new chairman -  appalachian state 
university foundation board of directors

– 7:30 a.m. a clear, crisp autumn day. it’s wayne duncan’s 
70th birthday and he has stories to tell:  jogging with 
bobby Cremins, being recruited to play ball by george 
beasley, going up against billy Cunningham in an all-star’s 
game, raising $60 million for appalachian’s athletics 
facilities enhancement Campaign... even an anecdote 

about how he influenced the search committee to hire Chancellor kenneth 
e. peacock as dean of the business college.  

but the story he keeps coming back to is how much appalachian has done 
for him. 

duncan, an appalachian athletics hall of fame forward, was indeed 
recruited by George Beasley ’58 and Gerald Adams ’54. he came from 
danville, va., in 1961 to play four years of basketball in the old broome-kirk 
gymnasium.  and he’s been committed to the university ever since. 

“i guess i got seriously involved in the early ’70s when i moved to wilkes 
County to start a bank,” he reminisces. “i got to know bobby Cremins 
(appalachian’s basketball coach at the time)  and (athletics director) Jim 
Jones. i got involved then and ended up over the years as president of the 
yosef Club and former athletes Club; on the business college board...,”  he 
trails off, mentally toting up years of volunteering. duncan also served on 
the university’s board of trustees for eight years, including a one-year term 
as chairman of the board; on the regional screening committee for the 
north Carolina teaching fellows scholarship program, which he was instru-
mental in launching, and as chair of  appalachian’s last capital campaign.  

despite his myriad efforts on the university’s behalf, he maintains: 
“appalachian has done far more for me than i can ever do for them. they 
gave me an education and a scholarship. they taught me how to think.”  

anticipating state budget cuts and burgeoning student populations, 
duncan, Chancellor peacock, the foundation board and staff have spent the 
last few years developing strategies for an ambitious campaign. one, duncan 
says, “we are ready for. the foundation staff works hard and is focused. we 
have the right people in place.” 

Former Chairman Dan Williams ’68 

outgoing appalachian state university foundation 
Chairman Dan Williams’ ’68 first gift to appalachian state 
university — a small one as he recalls — was through the 
yosef Club in the late ’60s. 

“i had been captain of the baseball team so naturally i 
supported athletics. it was just a feeling of wanting to give 
back something to a university that gave so much to me. i 
have great memories of this place.” 

his hope is that others will share that feeling and make the ambitious 
$200 million comprehensive campaign a success.

“the time is certainly right,” he said in a september interview. “it’s about 
tipping points — academically, from an admissions perspective, and also 
from an athletics perspective. the foundation is also at a tipping point in 
terms of its influence and growth” (assets are up almost 85 percent from 
20 years ago – and now total nearly  $100 million.) “and in the way we can 
contribute and impact this university. we have a huge opportunity and we’re 
going to take advantage of it.”
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student kudos
Graduate student earns Kannapolis Scholar Fellowship

Marcus Lawrence discovered the allure of research while he was an undergradu-
ate student at California state university monterey bay. now a graduate student in 
appalachian’s College of health sciences, his continued focus on exercise science re-

search has resulted in a kannapolis 
scholar fellowship.

the 15-month fellowship will 
support his continued work in 
appalachian’s department of 
health, leisure and exercise 
science, as well as research at 
the n.C. research Campus in 
kannapolis for two summers. the 
fellowship includes a $27,500 sti-
pend, a $5,800 tuition allowance for 
the 2011-12 academic year and hous-
ing support at the nCrC campus 
while he is in kannapolis.

lawrence will conduct a study on 
the effects of a plant substance from 
Central asia in mitigating muscle 
loss that occurs with aging.

“after i completed my first re-
search study i was hooked, and ever 
since then i have wanted to pursue a 
ph.d. in exercise science,“ lawrence 
said. “the training i will receive 
and the research collaboration i’ll 
be part of as a result of this fellow-
ship will propel me to a top-tier 
ph.d. program.”

kannapolis scholar fellow-
ships are funded by an award to n.C. state university from the u.s. department of 
agriculture-agriculture and food research initiative. this is the second year a gradu-
ate student from appalachian has received the fellowship, which is typically awarded to 
ph.d. students from one of the unC system’s research campuses.

www.ncsu.edu/kannapolis/faq.html 

marcus lawrence, right, is studying the effects 
of a plant substance from Central Asia in 
mitigating muscle loss that occurs with aging. 
he is pictured with one of his mentors, Dr. Kevin 
A. Zwetsloot, from the Department of health, 
leisure and Exercise Science.

Education professors help teachers teach religious diversity 
future teachers learn many techniques 

for teaching subject matter ranging from 
science to literature to world history. one 

area frequently missing is how to respond 
to the religious diversity found in most 
classrooms today.

Dr. Connie Green and Dr. Sandra 
Brenneman Oldendorf, both professors in 
appalachian’s reich College of education, 
have published “religious diversity and 
Children’s literature strategies and 
resources“ to help fill that gap.

the book addresses the importance 
of learning about religious and spiritual 
traditions and includes chapters on native 
american spirituality, hinduism, Judaism, 
buddhism, islam, sikhism and Christianity 
as well as freethinkers.

“every public and private school teacher 
needs to know about world religions, 

because our world is so diverse that 
children from all different religions are 
attending our schools now,” green said. 
“and i think it’s something a lot of teachers 
and principals are afraid of because we 
don’t understand the different religions. 
this was something that i had not learned 
in my teacher preparation program and 
that we weren’t teaching in any organized 
way in our teacher education program at 
appalachian. it’s incredibly important for 
teachers to learn about.”

 the professors received a foundation 
fellows grant from the appalachian state 
university foundation to visit different 
faith communities in the region and talk 
with religious leaders as they gathered 
information for their book.

Dr. Connie Green, left, and Dr. Sandra 
Brenneman Oldendorf

Geocaching gets teens to 
exercise, professors find

the popularity of geocaching may be a 
way to encourage youth to get more exercise, 
according to two professors from the College 
of health sciences.

Dr. Rebecca Battista and Dr. Stephanie 
West, both in the college’s department 
of health, leisure and exercise science, 
recruited 56 high school students to partici-
pate in geocaching activities and then rate 
their experience.

geocaching is a worldwide treasure 
hunt that uses gps units or gps-enabled 
smartphones to locate a hidden “treasure” or 
container. battista and others created four 
geocache sites that took about 60 minutes to 
locate. the students all reported that com-
bining technology with physical activity was 
more fun than just walking.

battista and west were so encouraged by 
the students’ acceptance of geocaching as a 
way to get exercise that they have talked with 
recreation programs and health and fitness 
facilities about renting gps devices to fami-
lies and others for a nominal fee. 

federal guidelines recommend 60 min-
utes of physical activity five days a week. 
“finding activities that children and teenag-
ers enjoy as a way to get them to be more ac-
tive is important,” battista said, adding that 
communities “need to be more creative in 
how we attempt to deliver fitness programs.”

www.hles.appstate.edu

$17.6 million
Appalachian’s total external funding in 2010-11 for 

research, instruction and outreach projects 

252 awards 
comprise this amount, a 15.6 precent increase 

from the previous year
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Graduate student Jason harkey uses GPS equipment to conduct a campus tree survey for his master’s thesis that will also benefit the univer-
sity’s Physical Plant.

Biology student conducts tree inventory for campus safety and carbon study
graduate student Jason Harkey of 

lincoln County is using special gps equip-
ment purchased by appalachian’s new 
river light and power utility company to 
document every tree on the university’s 
411-acre campus. his research will benefit 
safety, academics, energy usage on campus 
and the utility’s customer service.

“i love everything about biology and 
nature,” said harkey, who expects to com-
plete the tree inventory in summer 2012. 
“this experience has allowed me to apply 
my undergraduate degree in biology com-
bined with my love for nature to make the 
campus more environmentally beneficial. 
my job involves walking around outside 
collecting data on trees – it can’t get any 
better.“

the appalachian campus, which is con-
sidered an urban forest, may have nearly 
3,000 trees. in addition to noting the trees’ 
overall health and checking for potential 
hazards such as dead branches, harkey is 
gathering tree measurements as part of a 
study of carbon sequestration – the amount 
of carbon a tree can store for a long pe-
riod of time. appalachian is one of a few 
universities studying this process, which is 
important to the global amounts of carbon, 
including rising levels of atmospheric 

carbon dioxide. tree size, shape, and loca-
tion data also can be used to determine 
energy saving benefits – including how 
much shade a tree offers in the summer 
and how much insulation from cold winds 
it can offer buildings during the winter.

by determining which tree species 
absorb the most carbon, harkey’s data can 
be used by appalachian’s physical plant in 
planning which species to plant on campus.  

“our primary concern is the safety of 
the campus community,” said Jim Bryan, 
superintendent of landscape services. “the 
data Jason gives us will tell us what we have 
and will help us design a master tree plan-
ning program.”

the biology department has access to a 
model developed by the u.s. forest service 
that will take the data harkey collects and 
calculate the amount of carbon that those 
trees sequester each year. it also has an eco-
nomic component that can assign a value 
to the trees in the urban landscape.

harkey began the project this summer 
at the request of the university’s physical 
plant in partnership with the department 
of biology, where harkey is working on his 
master’s degree. 

the project “is a great example of what 
we can do when everyone works together as 
a team – from new river light and power 
being able to purchase the instrument, 
to the biology professors’ guidance and 
Jason’s hard work doing the tree inventory,” 
bryan said.

new river light and power will use the 
tree inventory to assess potential threats 
to its electrical infrastructure in its efforts 
to provide the best customer service. once 
harkey’s study is complete, the utility 
company will use the gps equipment to 
inventory all its poles and electrical lines, 
including age of equipment and types of 
cable and hardware.

harkey will write his thesis based on the 
inventory’s data, which faculty say may be 
useful for biostatistics and other courses 
taught in the department of biology. it 
could also help the university take steps 
toward recognition as a tree Campus usa 
as designated by the arbor day foundation 
for its tree diversity and management.

harkey earned his bachelor’s degree in 
ecology and environmental studies with a 
concentration in secondary education from 
appalachian in 2008.

biology.appstate.edu

research notebook
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In short
•	 Dr. Barry Kurtz, the Lowe’s Distinguished 

Professor of Computer Science at Appalachian, 
and Dr. Jay Fenwick, also from the Department 
of Computer Science, have received a $250,000 
National Science Foundation grant to explore the 
application of electronic tablets such as iPads to 
computer science education and how to enhance 
student engagement. 

•	 Dr. Tina mcCorkindale, assistant professor of 
communication, has received a grant from the 
Arthur W. Page Center for Integrity in Public 
Relations to fund research surrounding ethics in 
social media. She will focus on a number of differ-
ent national corporations’ policies for social media, 
such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  The list of 
corporations ranges from Fortune 50 companies to 
nonprofits to private hospitals.

•	 Dr. Kathryn Kirkpatrick, professor of English 
and sustainable development, has released her 
latest book of poems, “Unaccountable Weather,“ 
published by Press 53 in September. The collection 
details the agonizing struggle against cancer while 
reaffirming life. Critics describe the award-winning 
poet’s latest work as “astonishing, unforgettable“ 
and “moving studies in empathy.“ 

•	 Climate	scientist	Dr. Gregg marland, formerly with 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s Environmental 
Sciences Division, has joined Appalachian’s 
Research Institute for Environment, Energy and 
Economics as a research professor.  Marland was a 
lead author of several major reports published by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC). The IPCC, along with former Vice President 
Al Gore, received a Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 for 
their efforts.

•	 A	$91,373	Fulbright-Hays	grant	allowed	current	
and future public school teachers from across 
North Carolina to travel to Senegal, Africa, in July 
to improve French language education in North 
Carolina. The project was led by the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Literatures in the College 
of Arts and Sciences. Upon returning, the trip par-
ticipants are developing outreach projects to pres-
ent at state or regional conferences and projects 
to share with students and other teachers at their 
schools.

•	 Mathematics	professor	Dr. Jeff hirst has re-
ceived a $66,999 grant from the John Templeton 
Foundation to conduct research on the foundations 
of mathematics. Hirst will attempt to determine the 
smallest set of axioms needed to prove Hindman’s 
Theorem. Hindman’s Theorem reveals the exis-
tence of structure in data that might otherwise 
seem chaotic, and is a theorem that has intrigued 
mathematicians since it was first proved in 1972.

•	 The	Catawba	County-Appalachian	State	University	
Biodiesel Research, Development and Production 
Facility officially opened in August. The small-scale 
biodiesel refinery complex includes crush abilities 
and a biodiesel production capacity of 100,000 
gallons per year. Research will include growing 
crops to test which feedstocks grow best in the lo-
cal climate and produce the best oil for biodiesel; 
dynamometer emissions and energy value testing 
and algae development.

appstate.edu/research

Voted People’s Choice 
Appalachian's Solar Homestead design places in top 
three in individual competitions

the solar homestead, appalachian state university’s entry in the 
department of energy’s solar decathlon 2011 competition, propelled 
the mountain homestead into the 21st century with its bifacial solar 
panels, great porch and outbuilding modules that can be reconfigured 
based on living needs.

the student-designed, student built, net zero-energy house won the 
people’s Choice award, receiving the most votes of the nearly 93,000 
total votes. it placed 12th overall in the biannual competition that chal-
lenges college teams to design, build and operate solar-powered houses 
that are cost-effective, energy-efficient, attractive and affordable. 

appalachian’s was one of 19 designs selected to compete in this 
year’s solar decathlon. the international event included entries from 
China, new zealand, belgium and from across the united states.

in addition to winning the people’s Choice award, the solar 
homestead placed in individual areas of competition:

• First place (seven-way tie), hot water 

• Second place, communications 

• Third place, architecture 

• Third place (tie, University of Maryland), home entertainment 

• Sixth place, market appeal 

David lee, front, accepts the Solar Decathlon 2011 People’s Choice 
Award on behalf of Appalachian State University, at the Victory 
Reception of the U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon 2011 in 
Washington, D.C., on Saturday, Oct. 1.
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Solar-powered trash compactors are part of campus scene
four solar-powered trash compactors 

are the latest addition to campus by the 
student-led renewable energy initiative 
(rei). 

the big belly-brand trash container 
automatically compresses its contents 
when a certain weight is reached, using 
a small pv system that converts sunlight 
to energy that is used to compact the 
trash. a 12-volt dC system stores the 
energy to operate the unit on cloudy 
days. the unit also contains a recycling 
container for plastic and aluminum 
beverage containers to encourage more 
recycling on campus and decrease the 
amount of trash taken to the landfill.

the compactors were purchased with 
funds generated through a $5 a semes-
ter rei fee paid by students, which also 
has supported the photovoltaic (pv) 
panels in front of raley hall, solar ther-
mal system on plemmons student union 
and the wind turbine above the broyhill 
inn and Conference Center.

“rei’s mission is to reduce 
appalachian’s carbon footprint by 
replacing the university’s existing 
energy sources with cleaner forms of 
renewable energy,” said Caitlin Stepp, 
rei vice chair and a senior sustainable 
development and political science 
major. “the compactors are one way to 
reduce carbon emissions by reducing 
the frequency in which trash collection 
vehicles are used around the center of 
campus.”

Other new green initiatives:
•	 in an effort to increase recycling rates 

and improve collection efficiency 
across campus, appalachian 
implemented a pilot program 
this fall to remove trashcans from 

the classrooms and instead place 
adequate recycling and trash 
collection containers throughout 
building hallways. the cost of trash 
bags will be reduced, and classroom 
users will be given more responsibility 
for the waste they produce. it has 
been shown that this type of program 
will actually reduce litter left behind 
in classrooms.

• Building Services has shifted to a new 
line of 100 percent environmentally 
preferable products for housekeeping.  
these products are biodegradable 
with low or no voCs (volatile organic 
compounds), low toxicity and no 
phosphates. 

• Appalachian has partnered 
with zimride to offer an online 

resource for members of the 
campus community to post the 
need for or offer a ride, or find a 
carpooling partner. this alternative 
transportation initiative will help 
decrease appalachian’s carbon 
footprint, save participants gas 
money, and help alleviate on-campus 
parking issues. appalachian also has 
contracted with u-haul to provide 
three fuel-efficient vehicles that can 
be rented out for short or extended 
periods of time, beginning spring 
semester, in a program called u Car 
share.  

www.ucarshare.com
www.zimride.com

Senior Caitlin Stepp with REI stands next to one of four solar-powered trash compactors.

Latest rankings for Appalachian
for those watching their budgets (and who isn’t?):  Consumers digest ranked 

appalachian fourth among its “top five values in public Colleges and universities.” 
other public institutions in the top five are truman state university, university of 
minnesota-morris, suny at geneseo and California polytechnic state university.

u.s. news & world report ranks appalachian no. 3 among the top public 
universities in the south in its 2012 america’s best Colleges guide. it also ranks the 
university 12th among regional universities in the south in the “great schools, great 
prices” category.

sierra magazine ranked appalachian 12th in its list of the nation’s “Coolest 
schools” for its efforts to help solve climate issues and operate sustainably. sierra is a 
publication of the sierra Club.

forbes magazine listed appalachian 25th in its “100 best College buys“ 
publication. 

Keep up to date with Appalachian at 

today.appstate.edu
Find the latest information 
about accolades, 
innovation in the classroom, 
stimulating research, 
events and more.

on the mountain
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kudos
Dr. Sandra l. Ballard, 
Department of English, received 
the 2011 Educational Service 
Award to Appalachia from 
Carson-Newman College. The 
award, presented in April, recog-

nizes individuals who have dedicated them-
selves to benefiting the region and its people.

Dr. Ken Brackney, Department 
of Accounting, received the 2011 
N.C. Association of Certified 
Public Accountants Outstanding 
Educator Award, recognizing his 
contributions to the field of ac-

counting education and to the organization. 

Dr. Scott Collier, Department of 
Health, Leisure and Exercise 
Science, has been named an 
American College of Sports 
Medicine Fellow for his profes-
sional achievement and demon-

strated contribution to the goals of sports 
medicine.

Dr. Patricia Geiger, M.S. Shook 
Student Health Service, was 
named an American College 
Health Association Fellow in 
June. ACHA Fellows perpetuate 
the best traditions of college 

health and ACHA, and serve as resources to 
others to help establish exceptional standards 
in college health.

Dr. leon Ginsberg, retired, Department 
of Social Work, received the Council on 
Social Work Education’s Significant Lifetime 
Achievement in Social Work Education award 
in October. The award recognizes Ginsberg’s 
leadership roles in social work education and 
public service, especially child welfare, rural 
social services and international social work. 

Dr. Bill harbinson, Hayes School 
of Music, won the Hinda 
Honigman Cup Competition of 
the North Carolina Federation of 
Music Clubs for his composition 
“Lake Dance“ (Symphonic 

Orchestra). The competition recognizes the 
best music composition written by a North 
Carolina composer and published during the 
last three years.

Chuck Kimmel, M.S. Shook 
Student Health Service, was one 
of nine athletic trainers inducted 
into the National Athletic 
Trainers Association (NATA) Hall 
of Fame. He is director of the in-

jury clinic.

mike O’Connor, Physical Plant 
director, has received a National 
Pacesetter Award from the Asso-
ciation of Physical Plant Adminis-
trators (APPA). He was one of 
five individuals receiving the 

award for 2011.

Administrative Changes
appalachian’s reich College of education has three administrative changes: Dr. 

David Wiley is the new associate dean for teacher education. the co-author of several 
books on science education, he comes from lenoir-rhyne university in hickory where 
he was a dean. Dr. Robin Groce is the new assistant dean of field experiences.  a for-
mer school teacher, groce had taught at mississippi state university, the university of 
texas at tyler and texas a&m university before coming to appalachian in 2004.  Dr. 
Robert Sanders, an expert in 3d immersion learning and instructional design, is the 
new chair of the department of leadership and educational studies. sanders joined 
appalachian in 2003 after holding adjunct professor positions at xavier university and 
the university of Cincinnati.

Roy Strassberg has been named interim chair and visiting professor in College of 
fine and applied arts’ department of art.  he has spent 37 years in academia, begin-
ning as an artist and teacher before moving into administration.  strassberg has held 
faculty positions at unC Charlotte, minnesota state university mankato and memphis 
state university.  

Don Peach has been named the hayes school of music’s interim assistant director 
of bands for the 2011-12 academic year.  he is directing the marching mountaineers, 
the symphonic band, and is teaching courses in marching band techniques, instru-
mental methods and materials and concert band literature.  peach taught 21 years at 
lincolnton high school.

Dr. Michael M. Briley is the new chair of the department of physics and astronomy.  
he came to appalachian from the university of wisconsin oshkosh, where he was pro-
fessor and chairman of the university’s department of physics and astronomy.  his re-
search has been published in astronomical Journal, astrophysical Journal and nature.

Dr. Diane P. Mines is the new chair of the department of anthropology.  she 
joined appalachian’s faculty in 1999.  before coming to appalachian, mines taught 
at washington university in st. louis and at the university of Chicago.  she has con-
ducted research in cultural anthropology in south india.

Dr. Kathleen Schroeder is the new chair of the department of geography and 
planning, where she has taught since 1995 and coordinated the graduate program 
since 2002. before coming to appalachian, schroeder was an instructor at the 
university of minnesota. her research interests include global economic restructuring 
and issues of gender and development.  

Campus Construction
a major construction project at 

plemmons student union is underway, 
with a 10-story residence hall expected 
to be completed in summer 2012 and 
a four-story addition to the student 
union to be completed in fall 2012.  

the addition to plemmons student 
union will house offices within the 
division of student development. 
the new residence hall is expected 
to house 333 students in suite-style 
rooms. the building will exem-
plify the university’s commitment to 
sustainability by achieving at least 
leed® silver certification through 
implementation of low-flow water 
fixtures, solar panels, energy efficient 
lighting and use of windows to reduce 
the need for lighting during the 
day. each floor will also have a glass-
enclosed lounge looking out towards 
plemmons student union. 

mountaineer hall opened this 
fall as the newest residence hall.  it replaced the aged mountaineer apartments 
on bodenheimer drive, which housed graduate and non-traditional students.  
mountaineer hall houses 459 undergraduate students and also includes energy ef-
ficient features. together, mountaineer hall and the residence hall under construction 
add 792 students to the on-campus housing community and bring total on-campus 
housing to nearly 6,000 students or 40 percent of all undergraduates.

“Aspire,” a new work by artist Jon hair, 
recently was given to the university by mr. 
and mrs. Irwin Belk.
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A 24-foot in diameter ceiling mural by artist Brenda Councill depicts the process of education. 
The college employs approximately 120 faculty, 30 staff and administrators and serves about 
2,600 students each year in its bachelor’s, master’s, education specialists and educational 
doctorate degree programs.

Reich College of Education opens doors to new building
By Kate Cahow ’08

since opening the doors to its state-of-
the-art building this august, the reich Col-
lege of education has been getting rave re-
views on its new home. 

“we now have a great space to not just 
learn in, but to relax and enjoy ourselves 
in. there are lounges with comfy furni-
ture scattered throughout the building. we 
didn’t have that kind of space in duncan,” 
said Megan Shelton, a senior in the middle 
grades education program and a north 
Carolina teaching fellow. 

less than three years after ground-
breaking ceremonies in december 2008, 
the 124,547-square-foot building on king 
street officially opened in late august.

 “the technology here is a definite im-
provement over what we had in duncan,” 
said shelton. “with smart boards and 
other smart technology in the classrooms, 
we’ll get the opportunity to use the kind of 
equipment that will be in our future class-
rooms before we leave appalachian.” 

Joyce Reese, executive assistant to the 
dean, describes the building as “a much 
better work environment than duncan. 
the layout is open with large, beautiful 
windows, so it’s lighter and brighter. it’s a 
pleasure to come to work,” she said.

according to reich College of eduction 
Dean Charles R. Duke, more than 2,600 
students are connected with the reich Col-
lege of education, whether through one 
of the many programs within the college, 
or through teacher-education programs 
across campus.

“for the students, our faculty and staff, 
this building stands as an affirmation that 
the university and the state of north Car-
olina recognize the importance of what 
we’re doing,” said duke. “it is indicative of 
the commitment begun at this institution 
more than 100 years ago.”

appalachian’s 100-plus-year history 
is rooted in teacher education. in 1899, 
brothers blanford b. and dauphin d. 
dougherty joined with a group of watauga 
County citizens to establish an institution 
for the training of teachers in the high 
Country region. the result was watauga 
academy, housed in a wood-frame struc-
ture that cost $1,000. 

“and, just look at us now,” said duke at 
the august ribbon-cutting ceremony. “i re-
member looking at this site and thinking 
about what would it look like once we got 
here. now we know, and we have so much 
to be proud of.”

departments and centers housed in the 
college’s new home include the depart-
ment of Curriculum and instruction, the 
department of family and Consumer sci-
ences, the department of human devel-
opment and psychological Counseling, 
the department of leadership and educa-
tional studies, the department of reading 
education and special education and the 
mathematics and science education Cen-
ter. the college is also home to the univer-
sity’s only doctoral program, the ed.d. in 
educational leadership.

Building Features  
• Solar hot water heating, a vegetated 

“green“ roof and other enhanced energy 
and water efficiency items.

•	 A	gathering	hall	named	in	honor	of	former	
educators Bryce and Izoria Gordon 
that seats up to 300 for receptions, 
conferences, workshops and catered 
events and can be configured into three 
smaller classroom areas.

•	 121	faculty	offices,	17	classrooms,	12	
conference/seminar rooms, administrative 
suites, a design lab, computer teaching 
lab, student computer labs, media 
production lab, a counseling training 
clinic and a reading clinic with tutoring 
and diagnostic rooms.
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Budget cuts reduce services and employment
appalachian’s $22.8 million share of 

state budget cuts has translated to 176 lost 
positions on campus, the closing of broyhill 
inn and Conference Center and a 25 per-
cent reduction in the operating hours of 
belk library and information Commons. 

and that’s just this year. 

more cuts may come as a result of the 
continued weakness and uncertainty of 
the economy, according to Dr. Susan 
McCracken, appalachian’s director of 
external affairs. 

the university implemented these and 
other changes in late summer after the 
n.C. general assembly finalized the state’s 
two-year budget. with enrollment growth 
funding and proceeds from campus-based 

tuition increase offsetting appalachian’s 
cuts somewhat, the university’s net reduc-
tion came to $16.7 million – a loss of 11.7 
percent of state funding from 2010-11 levels.

of the 176 state-funded positions lost, 95 
were vacant, including 51 faculty positions; 
63 were currently filled and moved to non-
state funded sources; and 18 people whose 
salaries were funded by the state were let go. 

the university’s leaders all worked 
together, mcCracken said, to achieve the 
best outcome given the budget situation. 

“the reality is, we will not get the fund-
ing for those 176 positions back,” she said. 
“without management flexibility and stra-
tegic collaboration among the vice chancel-
lors, we could not have kept the 63 positions 

that lost state funding. the provost and 
the deans worked really hard to ensure the 
number of available class seats was adequate 
to meet current student demand. however, 
going forward, these cuts will drastically 
impact our ability to enhance new and 
high-demand programs – like nursing, 
environmental science and communica-
tion – because they affect our ability to keep 
pace with student demand.”

mcCracken added, “another real chal-
lenge is our ability to keep our talented 
faculty and attract new faculty, not only by 
offering competitive salaries but by support-
ing them in the classroom and with their 
research.” 

to determine how to preserve 

Dr. lori S. Gonzalez
Ph.D. University of Florida

M.A. Eastern Kentucky University

B.A. University of Kentucky

Dean of College of Health Sciences and Professor, University of 
Kentucky, 2005-11

Licensed Speech-Language Pathologist

A native of Kentucky, Dr. Gonzalez is married to Randy Gonzalez. 
The couple has one son, John Clay.

Dr. lori S. Gonzalez chats with students in Plemmons Student Union.
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Meet the Provost
By Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

Dr. Lori S. Gonzalez began her duties as Appalachian’s provost and 
executive vice chancellor Sept. 12. Here are some of her thoughts 
about Appalachian and its opportunities and challenges.

Q: Why did you decide to leave your home state and 
an institution you had served for 20 years to come to 
Appalachian?

Gonzalez: I was aware of Appalachian’s strong academic reputation, 
and its location in North Carolina is very similar to the area in 
Kentucky where I grew up. My husband forwarded the job notice 
from the Chronicle of Higher Education because he knew of my 
interest in the institution. Although I had not given much thought to 
leaving Kentucky, I submitted my application for the position.

Q: What are your impressions of Appalachian?

Gonzalez: I always thought that Appalachian was an excellent 
institution. However, when I began the research for my campus 
presentations, I was astounded by the wonderful things occurring 
on campus as well as the quality of the academic programs. It 
exceeded my expectations. I saw a campus that was growing 
and getting better through careful planning and collaborative 
activities. Appalachian’s graduation and retention rates are high 
and enrollment is growing. Appalachian is a place where excellence 
lives. I found a campus where the people have a love of place, a 
commitment to it and a pride in the university. I wanted to be a part 
of that community.

Q: There isn’t a college or university in the nation that hasn’t 
been impacted by the recession and continued downturn in 
the economy. What steps will you take to preserve the quality 
of the Appalachian Experience for our students?

Gonzalez: The faculty and administration have to protect the 
academic core against budget reductions. Difficult budget times 
require us to look at everything we do and decide if everything that 
we do is necessary. An institution can still grow in tough financial 
times, but it is critical that you take stock of where you are, and think 
carefully about what’s important, what the institution needs to do 
and whether anything can be done differently.

Q: What do you see as the value today of a liberal education, 
which is the basis of an Appalachian degree?

Gonzalez: While my background is in health sciences, I recognize 
the value of the broad range of academic programs. Nationally, 
the health professions, particularly allied professions, represent the 
top-growing careers for the next decade. However, we never want 
to stray from the idea that someone educated in the liberal arts 
can offer so much to our society. We need broad thinkers in the 
political system, in government and in education. Additionally, my 
son is pursuing his education in the arts, so I come to campus with 
a great appreciation of fine arts and music and recognize how they 
contribute to the richness of society.

Q: many alumni and faculty are eager to see the university 
move to the next level academically. What are your thoughts 
about this?

Gonzalez: There has been considerable discussion on campus as 
to what Appalachian would need to become a research-doctoral 
university. We need to see which programs already have strong 
faculty poised to support a doctoral or professional degree 
program. Part of the Appalachian spirit is its excellence, so if we are 
going to do this we want to do it in a really strong and appropriate 
way. I will be working with the dean of the graduate school to 
determine what infrastructure we would need to have in place to 
make that move. I think that the university is poised to do that, but 
we want to do it in a thoughtful way so that our quality isn’t harmed.

Q: Your son is enrolled at the University of michigan. how 
does being the parent of a college freshman inform your work 
as provost?

Gonzalez: Because I have a son attending college away from home, 
I see our students at Appalachian differently. I think about their 
experiences being away from home and I think of their loved ones at 
home wondering how they are doing. I believe that my experience 
as the parent of a college freshman will help me understand the 
college experience for our Mountaineers and I actually think this job 
will probably help me be a more understanding parent with my son.

on the mountain

appalachian’s quality academic experi-
ence within the parameters of a drastically 
reduced budget, Chancellor kenneth e. 
peacock and his staff examined the uni-
versity’s strategic plan along with budget-
reducing principles established by the n.C. 
general assembly. 

operating and travels funds were re-
duced in each academic department. some 
positions in administrative offices were 
combined and some operations on campus 
were combined or eliminated. among the 
most visible changes on campus have been:

• A 25 percent reduction in the operating 
hours of belk library and information 
Commons, no longer providing the 24-
hour access mondays through thursdays 
requested by students. 

• Elimination of all state funding for the 
broyhill inn and Conference Center. 
the hotel portion of the facility will 
be converted to student housing, and 
management of the meeting space will 
be handled by the office of student 
programs.

the university is also identifying ad-
ditional sources of non-state funds to offset 
the impact of cuts in state-funded areas. 
these include an administrative fee to 
be charged to auxiliary services, such as 
athletics, food services and the university 
bookstore. while the fee proceeds will 
provide relief to state-funded areas, includ-
ing academics, they will negatively impact 
the services provided by the auxiliaries. the 
appalachian state university foundation 

inc. is also providing some resources to 
fund necessary positions, while the univer-
sity has embarked on a $200 million fund-
raising campaign to preserve and enhance 
the appalachian experience by strengthen-
ing scholarships, programs and facilities. 

leadership from the appalachian 
alumni Council, board of trustees and the 
university’s board of visitors contacted and 
met with legislators in raleigh on multiple 
occasions during winter and spring 2011 to 
help make the case for continued support 
of higher education in north Carolina, 
mcCracken said. 

Want to help make the case for 
Appalachian in the future? Contact Susan 
McCracken at  mccrackensd@appstate.
edu or 828-262-3066.



Mountaineers in the NFL
appalachian continues to be well-

represented in the national football 
league, with six former mountaineers 
currently on professional rosters. safety  
Corey Lynch ’03 – ’07 continues to be 
a force for the tampa bay buccaneers, 
while Jason Hunter ’01 – ’05 plays de-
fensive end for the denver broncos. D.J. 
Smith ’07 – ’10 suits up as linebacker 
for the green bay packers, and closer 

to home fan favorite Armanti Edwards 
’06 – ’09 continues to improve at his 
wide receiver and punt return duties 
for the Carolina panthers. offensive 
lineman Daniel Kilgore ’07 – ’10 plays 
for the san francisco 49ers, and safety 
Mark Legree ’07 – ’10 recently signed a 
contract with the arizona Cardinals to 
join their practice squad. 

Basketball Schedule
head coach darcie vincent’s squad 

continues to build on their success from 
last season, roaring out of the gate in 
2011-12 with a 6-1 record. the traveling 
mountaineer women have only played 
twice in the holmes Center so far this 
season, and their only loss has come at 
the hands of aCC stronghold and pe-
rennial nCaa tournament participant 
virginia. leading the charge for the 
team is junior forward anna freeman, 
an elementary education major from 
thomasville, n.C. averaging over 15 
points per game, freeman has been 
named the southern Conference’s 
player of the week twice so far in the 
young season.

the women’s team begins its 2012 
slate of conference contests on Jan. 7 at 
elon.

the men’s team is also looking 
forward to conference play after a chal-
lenging non-conference schedule that 
include minnesota, tennessee tech, 
and head coach Jason Capel’s alma ma-
ter, the university of north Carolina at 
Chapel hill. the squad is led by senior 
guard omar Carter, a sociology major 
from Charlotte. Carter is averaging over 
13 points per game and also leads the 
mountaineers in steals.

the 2012 conference schedule begins 
Jan. 5 at samford.  

Mountaineers pursue move to FBS
on sept. 23, appalachian's board of trustees voted to accept a feasibility 
study committee’s recommendation to pursue a move to the football 

bowl subdivision. the mountaineers are division i in all other sports and 
currently play in the football Championship subdivision (formerly called 
i-aa). they have been a member of the southern Conference since 1972.

the move is not imminent. while appalachian is open to pursuing this, 
the university must be invited into one of the fbs-eligible conferences. 

mountaineer athletics

Basketballer 

Allan Price  
’66 – ’69

Hall of Fame Inductions
The Former Athletes Association wel-
comed five former Mountaineer greats 
to the Appalachian State University 
Athletics Hall of Fame for 2011. The 
class includes: 

Football stars

Larry Harbin  
’61 –‘64

Dwayne Pelham  
’86 – ‘90

Richie Williams  
’02 – ‘05

Special service award 

Tommy Sofield ‘76 

Track-and-field standout 

Robert Johnson  
’94 – ‘96 
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these pages include portions of 
alumni notes received from feb. 4 
through sept. 8.

2000s
AllISON lANGFORD '10 
and mATThEW SmITh '09 of 
Charlotte were married sept. 25, 
2010.

STEVEN CAllOWAY '09 and 
Cassie banner of Charlotte were 
married may 28, 2011.

JONAThAN GREER '09 and 
ERICA (SPICER) GREER '09 of 
maiden were married June 4, 
2011.

JOhN mAYhEW '07 and 
brentlee west of murfreesboro, 
tenn., were married oct. 23, 2010.

ADAm ClINE '07 received a mas-
ter's degree in physical educa-
tion from the university of south 
florida on may 6, 2011. he is em-
ployed as a physical education 

teacher and athletic director at 
hickory ridge middle school.

JEREmE STOUT '07 has been 
promoted to portfolio analyst at 
nationwide insurance in duluth, 
ga.

KRYSTAl (STEWART) WIlSON 
'07 '09 and rayland wilson an-
nounce the birth of kaylin rae, 
Jan. 19, 2011.

JESSICA BAUSERmAN '06 
and STEPhEN mARTIN '05 of 
Charlotte were married april 2, 
2011.

PRESTON ClARKE '06 and 
hANNAh (STARNES) ClARKE 
'08 announce the birth of landon 
James, Jan. 18, 2011.

STEPhANIE (INmAN) 
NEWCOmB '06 and BARRY 
NEWCOmB '05 announce the 
birth of ava brynn, april 6, 2011.

ERIC BRIGGS '05 and alexa 
briggs announce the birth of riley 
hudson, June 9, 2011.

STEPhANIE (ClARK) PhIllIPS 
'05 and william phillips announce 
the birth of alexander branson, 
april 1, 2011.

TREAYOR SmITh '04 has received 
certification as a board Certified 
Chinese herbologist.

BRIAN mERRITT '04 recent-
ly accepted a position as direc-
tor of grants, sponsored programs 
and alumni relations at Central 
Carolina Community College in 
sanford.

lOUIS TOmASETTI '04, a de-
tective with the asheville police 
department, recently received 
his advanced law enforcement 
certificate.

JANEllE (SIlVERmAN) ElROD 
'04 and grady elrod announce 
the birth of valery Cora, aug. 9, 
2011.

KATIE (YARBOROUGh) mERRITT 
'04 and DAlE mERRITT '04 an-
nounce the birth of kilah rose, 
sept. 14, 2010.

BENJAmIN WARREN '04 an-
nounces the birth of rylan turner, 
June 17, 2011.

PATRICK BERRY '03 recently ac-
cepted a position as generosi-
ty strategist with lifeChurch.tv in 
oklahoma City, okla.   

mATThEW JORDAN '03 recent-
ly accepted a position as radio/
microwave support tech at duke 
energy in Charlotte.  

JOShUA SmITh '03 recently ac-
cepted a position as a customer 
service rep with active Concepts in 
lincolnton.

ERIN (COOK) ThOmPSON '03 
and shawn thompson announce 
the birth of Chloe, July 28, 2011.

CARmEN KlUTTZ BARRIER '03 
and ANDREW BARRIER '04 an-
nounce the birth of addison drew, 
dec. 28, 2010.

JONAThAN TRIPlETT '03 and 
tara (yohn) triplett announce 
the birth of ayden James, oct. 27, 
2010.

tag yourself

www.alumni.appstate.edu/tag

The Alumni Memorial 
Scholarship is 
supported in great part 
by the Appalachian 
specialty license plate.
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Avery hall joins staff, alumni and friends for the homecoming parade.

Avery hall ’93 challenges students to give back
By Jane Nicholson ’95 MA

Avery hall ’93 is a soft-spoken man, but his words ring loudly 
when he talks about family, his work and the opportunities he has 
received thanks to his alma mater. 

“I came from a single-parent home in a housing project 
in Gainesville, Georgia. All of the statistics indicated I wasn’t 
supposed to be successful,” said Hall, who is a senior vice 
president with Wells Fargo in Greensboro and a member of 
Appalachian State University’s Board of Trustees.

Hall’s message about opportunity, doing your best and giving 
back to those who help you succeed is one he shares readily with 
coworkers, students and others at Appalachian State University. 

Hall attended Appalachian on a football scholarship (see 
sidebar) and graduated in 1993 with a bachelor’s degree in 

communication and public 
relations. 

“Without a football 
scholarship, I don’t know if I 
would have gone to school,” 
he said. 

Hall had 42 offers from 
universities across the United 
States to play collegiate 
football. He had committed 

to play at Indiana University until he visited Appalachian, his last 
official visit of the five campus visits allowed by the NCAA. 

“I fell in love with the place,” Hall said. “I backed out of my 
commitment to Indiana University and came to Appalachian.” 

The support he received from faculty, administrators and 
the coaching staff helped Hall build his self confidence. “ASU 
provided such good academic and student support, it truly 
positioned me to do well,” he said.

He was offered a job right after graduation with Wachovia, 
now Wells Fargo, and has risen through the ranks. “It was a good 
fit for me and an opportunity to change my life cycle,” he said. “I 
grew up in a tough environment. Instead of being known as the 
kid from the projects in Gainesville, here in North Carolina I was 
Avery, the Appalachian graduate, the former football player and 

the banker. It was a chance for 
me to start a new life.”

Hall now returns the 
favor through service to the 
university and by encouraging 
others, even college freshmen, 
to give to Appalachian.

“Appalachian invested in 
me and I feel compelled to 
give back, whether it’s serving 
as a volunteer on the Board 
of Trustees or if I can help an 
athlete with questions about 
their class; if I had to pick up 
trash on campus I would do 
it,” he said.

Hall spoke to first-year 
students at Freshman 
Convocation, held before the start of fall semester. He talked to 
them about being leaders at school and in their professions, and 
becoming donors to the university. 

“Early on in my career I didn’t make a lot of money, but I still 
gave and I since have given consistently. I challenged them to 
think about giving back to ASU,” he said. “The state provides 
basic support to all of the schools in the UNC system, but our 
goals are so lofty that we are not focusing on just the basics. 
We are focusing on being the best that we can be in the UNC 
System, the Southeast and the eastern part of the country, so we 
are going to need more than just basic support from the state.” 

Private support from alumni, friends of the university, 
businesses and even students, will help ensure that Appalachian 
meets its goals for the future, Hall said. 

“I want us to continue to focus on quality and not grow just for 
the sake of growth,” he said. “We have a great niche, we have a 
great university. Preserving what makes this university special – 
the nurturing environment, academic and student support and 
community – is high on my radar.” 

Athletic Achievements

•		’89	–	’92	defensive	
tackle, Appalachian 
Mountaineers

•		’92	Defensive	Player	
of the Year, Southern 
Conference

•		'92	first-team	All-
American (Associated 
Press, Walter Camp, 
The Sports Network)

•		four-time	first-team	all-
Southern Conference 
honoree

•		1999	inductee	to	
Appalachian State 
University Athletics 
Hall of Fame

“Appalachian provided  
such good academic and 

student support, it truly 
positioned me to do well.”
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ClAY WhITEhEART '03 '04 and 
katy whiteheart announce the 
birth of tinsley marian, dec. 7, 
2010.

JOSEPh AYCOCK '02 has accept-
ed a position as a nationwide series 
official with nasCar.  

RIChARD (WADE) NAGY '02 re-
cently accepted a position as proj-
ect manager with bill Clark homes 
in wilmington.  

hEIDI (WIllIAmS) RAGAN '02 
recently accepted a position as or-
ganizational development manag-
er with transportation insight in 
hickory. 

PATRICK JONES '02 and lesley 
Jones announce the birth of 
emma leigh, Jan. 28, 2011.

SARA (ShERTZER) lAWSON '02 
and daniel lawson announce the 
birth of wyatt russell, dec. 13, 
2010.

mARY ClEmmER '01 has been 
awarded the 2011 altrusa award 
for excellence.

mOllY mAlONE-PRIOlEAU '01 
has received a doctor of osteopath-
ic medicine from ohio university 
College of osteopathic medicine 
on June 4, 2011. she is doing her 
residency in emergency medicine 
at marietta memorial hospital in 
marietta, ohio.

BROOKE (WESNER) BOWmAN 
'01 has been promoted to se-
nior clinical analyst/informa-
tion systems at firsthealth of the 
Carolinas in pinehurst.

ShERRI (WESlEY) DAVIS '01 and 
STEPhEN DAVIS '00 announce 
the birth of holly marie, Jan. 13, 
2011.

JAmIE (ChEESEmAN) PhIllIPS 
'01 and JEREmIAh PhIllIPS '01 
announce the birth of eli edward, 
dec.11, 2010.

BRYAN SCOTT '01 and francie 
scott announce the birth of 
william henry, sept. 17, 2010.

DANIEl POOlE '00 has pub-
lished “brevard is forever,” a book 
about college life/college athlet-
ics. it will serve as a prequel to 
another book, “an appalachian 
encounter.” 

JASON lEWKOWICZ '00 recent-
ly accepted a position as director 
of cross country/track & field at 
eastern mennonite university in 
harrisonburg, va.  

deaths
JAmES lEWIS ’09, march 21, 
2011.
BOBBIE TAllENT ’05, feb. 11, 
2011.
VIRGINIA hUNIKE ’04, march 
9, 2011.
JEFFREY TUTTlE ’04, april 18, 
2011.
OFFICER TERRY VARNADORE, 
II ’03, died april 23, 2011. he was 
serving in afgahanistan when his 
helicopter went down.

1990s
ERIN (ATKINS) JANSSEN '99 re-
cently accepted a position as asso-
ciate in the life sciences and health 
industry practice group at reed 
smith llp, washington, d.C. 

WIllIAm BROCK '99 and emily 
brock announce the birth of 
graysen olivia, July 18, 2010.

EmIlY (VANDUSEN) 
PIACENTINO '99 and JOE 
PIACENTINO '00 announce the 
birth of ivey elizabeth, Jan. 26, 
2011.

ANGElA (mCNEIll) WAlSTON 
'98, director of student success at 
barton College, has been select-
ed as one of 10 national academic 
advising association emerging 
leaders for 2011-13.

lYNDSAY ROSSmAN '98 recent-
ly accepted a position as director 
of marketing & business develop-
ment at simon property group, st. 
Johns town Center in Jacksonville, 
fla. 

GINNY (PARIS) lANIER '98 and 
Jon lanier announce the birth of 
benjamin fulton, april 28, 2011.

ANNA (STANKO) WhIShANT 
'98 and JASON WhIShANT '05 
announce the birth of william 
Joshua, dec. 16, 2010.

VANCE JOSEY '97 and Jennifer 
kirchhoff of raleigh were married 
July 1, 2011.

ANNA (hARRIS) hOVANCIK '97 
and daniel hovancik announce 
the birth of quinn Carroll, June 
4, 2011.

STEPhANIE POWEll '96 re-
ceived a master of business admin-
istration in public administration 
from ashford university on feb. 
7, 2011.

DAVID FURR '95 recently landed 

the lead role in “the importance 
of being earnest,” currently run-
ning on broadway.

TAmARA (FOx) STAmEY '95 has 
been promoted to principal at 
parkway elementary school.

JAmES (lYONEIl) WRIGhT '95 
has accepted the position of as-
sociate professor of criminal jus-
tice and sociology at dalton state 
College in dalton, ga.

BRADlEY TADlOCK '95 and 
KImBERlY DEWEESE TADlOCK 
'97 announce the birth of william 
thomas, dec. 30, 2010.

TOm COOK '94 and wendy hicks 
of wake forest were married feb. 
13, 2011.

ThOmAS CAmPBEll '94 re-
ceived a master of school admin-
istration from the university of 
north Carolina in may 2011.

JUlIE (WESTBROOK) hAYES 
'94 and kevin hayes announce 
the birth of Charles Charlie 
westbrook, June 8, 2011.

TERESA (BROWN) JOhNSON 
'94 and darry Johnson announce 
the birth of daniel wayne, July 
13, 2011.

JENNIFER (GARDNER) 
lEONARD '94 and BRANNON 
lEONARD '93 announce the 
birth of reece bishop, may 13, 
2011.

lORI PATTERSON '93 has re-
ceived certification as a Certified 
business Continuity professional 
from the disaster recovery 
institute international.  

ERIC FEENEY '93 and Christine 
fadke of Carrollton, texas, were 
married June 18, 2011.

PAUl hESPElT '93 has been pro-
moted to clinical research com-
munication specialist iii at duke 
Clinical research institute in 
durham.

JUlIA (hONEYCUTT) 
hAmBERGER '93 and John 
hamberger announce the birth of 
owen richard, July 25, 2011.

ChRISTOPhER FINNEY '92 re-
cently accepted a position as finan-
cial advisor/assistant vice presi-
dent of investments at wells fargo 
advisors in wilkesboro. 

STEVEN ROGERS '91 has 
been promoted to captain at 
burke County sheriff's office in 
morganton.

ROBERT SNEED '90 exhibited 
his artwork in the appalachian 
alumni in the arts exhibition at 
turchin Center for the visual arts, 
february to June 2011.

EmIlY CRAIN BURlESON '90 
was promoted to administra-
tive support specialist in the 
department of Communication at 
appalachian in february 2011.

mElANIE (SCOTT) mATTESON 
'90 has been promoted to opera-
tions specialist v at kimberly-Clark 
Corporation in hendersonville. 
she received the hendersonville 
Chapter of business and 
professional women's woman of 
the year award on oct. 20, 2010.

deaths
EmIlY PICARDI ’99, may 21, 
2011.
DONNA GWYN ’98, feb. 26, 
2011.
JUDY BAUmAN ’96, June 17, 
2011.
DEREK PROUT ’95, may 7, 2011.
lISA ANDERSON ’92, feb. 23, 
2011.
TImOThY SUTTON ’90, may 8, 
2011.

1980s
JEFFREY mERRITT '89 was re-
elected chairman of the triangle 
transit authority in the raleigh-
durham region. he also recently 
accepted a position as executive di-
rector at Centennial authority; the 
authority oversees operations of 
the rbC Center in raleigh.

GlENN COOK '89 recent-
ly accepted a position as busi-
ness manager at keen mountain 
Correctional Center in oakwood, 
va.

mATThEW hAWKINS '89 has 
been promoted to media mar-
keting manager at southeast 
telephone, pikeville, ky.

GIBBS SmITh '89 has accepted a 
position as environmental consul-
tant with triangle environmental 
Consulting in the research 
triangle park. he recently com-
pleted national environmental 
policy act training at nicholas 
school of the environment, duke 
university.

JOhN EVANS '88 received a mas-
ter of arts degree in national 
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security and strategic studies from 
u.s. naval war College, June 2011.

ShERRY CONRAD FRYE ’88 
and her husband, Jack, recent-
ly had their yard recognized as a 
Certified wildlife habitat by the 
national wildlife federation.

DARREll WEAThERFORD '88 
recently accepted a position as as-
sistant professor of military science 
with appalachian's  army rotC 
program.  

CAThERINE AlTICE '87 received 
a master of fine arts in studio 
art from Johnson state College's 
vermont studio Center, may 14, 
2011. she graduated with honors.

PATTI (JONES) TATE '86 has re-
cieved the 2011 south Carolina 
teacher of the year award.

KAThlEEN (lAmB) BROCKmAN 
'85 is an associate professor at the 
art institute of Charlotte.

mIChAEl BROWN '85 was award-
ed the oracle aCe designation by 
oracle Corporation.

mARY RIDENhOUR '83 retired 
in april  2011 after 27 years of 
teaching. in may, she was elected 
to the kannapolis friends of the 
library board.

GlENDA (hENSlEY) STARR '82 
was recently promoted to a lead-
ership role with the exceptional 
Children's department, mcdowell 
County public schools.

DAVID WEINBERG '81 won two 
awards in the 2010 boxing writer's 
association of america national 
writing contest.

AlEx BROWN '80 was induct-
ed into the oklahoma athletic 
trainer's hall of fame on may 21, 
2011.

SANDRA ShUmAKER '80 has re-
tired from teaching after 31 years 
-- 27 years in Caldwell County, and 
the last four in forsyth County.

deaths
DAVID SPEARS ’88, July 9, 2011.
ChARlIE WARREN ’88, march 
15, 2011.
STEVEN hAYES ’87, July 6, 2011.
hARVEY "COACh D" DANIElS 
’86, april 13, 2011.
JACQUElYN FRYE ’86, Jan. 25, 
2011.
CANDY SYlVESTER ’86, June 4, 
2011.
GWENDOlYN WYATT ’85, may 
7, 2011.
DANIEl lOWE ’82, June 3, 2011.
TImOThY mONROE ’82, July 13, 
2011.
RAChEl SANDERS ’82, aug. 4, 
2011.
ROBERT TART ’82, July 12, 2011.
lYNN WINShIP VANDIVIERE 
SVOlOS ’82, march 15, 2011.
JUDITh ShIPP ’81, July 30, 2011.

Geology professor honored posthumously 
in his three decades at appalachian, from 1968-1998, dr. frank kenneth “ken” 
mckinney exemplified the best of life as an educator by engaging in life-long ed-
ucation, creating new knowledge through original research and encouraging stu-
dents to participate in the academic experience. 

a professor emeritus of geology, and a founding member of the department of 
geology, mckinney died april 9, 2011. he was 67. 

in october 2011, mckinney was honored posthumously with the nation’s highest 
geoscience teaching award, the neil miner award from the national association 
of geoscience teachers. the award was presented in honor of both him and 

his wife, dr. marjorie J. mckinney, for contributions to the stimulation of interest in the earth scienc-
es. marjorie mckinney, retired lab manager and technician in the department of geology, accepted the 
award at the national meeting of the geological society of america in minneapolis. 

though geology and paleontology were mckinney’s academic passions, his efforts and interests extend-
ed into many areas of the university. he was an inspiration to his undergraduate students and encour-
aged them to engage in his and other faculty members’ cutting-edge research. he was a major player 
in establishing appalachian's research emphasis and an internationally renowned researcher who had 
friends around the world. his publishing career spanned four decades and he published more than 120 
peer-reviewed publications, including five books. he was also influential in organizing the university’s 
performing arts series, an interdisciplinary lecture series and international studies on campus. 

in 1995, he received the first donald w. sink outstanding scholar of the year award from the College of 
arts and sciences. 

mckinney was responsible for extensive paleontological collections that are housed in the university’s 
geology museum. the university’s mckinney geology teaching museum is named in honor of him and 
his wife.

the mckinney paleontology scholarship fund has been established in the department of geology. 
donations can be sent to the department with this designation.

faculty deaths
DR. BENJAmIN h. hORTON JR. died may 2, 
2011. he was 96. he joined appalachian in 1950 
as an assistant professor in what was then the 
department of education. he was named chair-
man of the department in 1958, and in 1968 be-
came the dean of the College of education. in 
1973, he retired as a professor emeritus of admin-
istration, supervision and higher education. prior 
to coming to appalachian, he taught in public 
schools in gaston, mecklenburg and watauga 
counties. 

DR. AllEN F. KINDT, a professor emeritus 
who taught for 28 years in the hayes school of 
music, died July 18. he was 72. he was a dedicat-
ed teacher who received the appalachian alumni 
association's outstanding teaching award in 
1994. in addition to teaching at the school and 
providing accompaniment for faculty and student 
recitals, kindt performed as a pianist throughout 

the united states with orchestras and as a recital-
ist. while at shenyang Conservatory of music in 
China as a visiting professor, he performed with 
the liaoning provincial symphony in shenyang. 
he retired in 2000. 

JACK A. UNDERDOWN died may 16, 2011. 
he was 82. educated as a real estate apprais-
er, underdown was asked to teach a real estate 
course at appalachian in 1973. over the next 25 
years, he taught in the department of finance, 
insurance and real estate. he served with the 
town of elkin as mayor and town commissioner, 
and in 2008 he completed 35 years as the town’s 
chairman of the planning and zoning board. 

DAVID A. RIGSBY died march 16, 2011. he was 
88. he came to the university in 1961, and taught 
courses in the industrial arts program over the 
next 10 years. 

staff deaths  
appalachian staff members are on the front lines, 
keeping our campus running smoothly and look-
ing beautiful, and caring for our students. the 
appalachian family remembers these individu-
als fondly. 

RAYmOND h. BUmGARNER died, may 11, 
2011. he was 83. he worked at the steam plant, 
and retired in 1990.

EllARD G. CORNETT died aug. 15, 2011. he 
was 90. he worked in the housekeeping depart-
ment, and retired in 1990. 

TOmmY m. CORNETT died feb. 11, 2011. he 
was 75. he worked in the food service depart-
ment, and retired in 1998. 

GARY l. GRAYBEAl died sept. 3, 2011. he was 
54. he was employed with landscaping services 

starting July 2005.

WANDA COOK FOx died aug. 16, 2011. 
she was 48. she was an executive assistant in 
university advancement.

EIlEEN mYRTlE JONES died august 20, 2011. 
she was 94. she was a retired employee who 
served appalachian as a secretary. 

mElBA h. hAYES died may 24, 2011. she was 
86. she worked in the housekeeping department, 
and retired in 1991.

mYRTlE ElmA OAKES mIllER died april 6, 
2011. she was 90. she worked in the housekeep-
ing department, and retired in 1982.

ROBY lEONARD TRIPlETT died sept. 27, 2011. 
he was 76. he was the manager for the university 
bookstore for 20 years. he retired in 1991.
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JAmES COlE ’80, sept., 2011.
KImBERlY DAY ’80, aug. 11, 
2011.
BEN PEEK ’80, april 26, 2011.

1970s
JEANNINE (UNDERDOWN) 
COllINS '79 is chair of the 
appalachian real estate holdings 
inc.

mEllANIE ShOOK '78 has re-
tired from 31 years of teaching 
middle school at whitfield County 
schools in dalton, ga. 

BARBARA (ThOmAS) FANNIN 
'76 and omer fannin, of 
summerville, s.C., were married 
feb. 19, 2011.

AARON K. BAll '75, profes-
sor of engineering and technolo-
gy at western Carolina university, 
has been named one of the best 
teachers in the university of north 
Carolina system.  

VICKI (PRICE) ClARK '75 re-
ceived the 2010 president's 
award from the virginia Culinary 
association chapter of the 
american Culinary federation in 
January 2011. 

JAYSON DUNCAN '73 has 
been elected ruritan national 
president at the ruritan national 
Convention in knoxville, tenn.  

A. DOUGlAS EURY '71 has been 
promoted to dean of the school 
of education at gardner-webb 
university.

deaths
WYlIE AllEN ’79, march 28, 
2011.
GREGORY OxENFElD ’79, 
march 4, 2011.
STEPhEN WIllETT ’79, July 13, 
2011.
ZOE WIllIAmS ’79, may 22, 
2011.
ROBERT SmITh ’78, april 5, 
2011.
JEAN ThOmPSON TRIPlETT 
’78, June 23, 2011.
WIllIAm GRANT ’77, march 3, 
2011.
ThOmAS JONES ’77, June 23, 
2011.
DOUGlAS ThOmPSON ’77, may 
6, 2011.
JUDY ThOmPSON ’77, Jan. 26, 
2011.
FRANKlIN BOWYER ’76, nov. 
30, 2011. 

mARIlYN COOKE ’76, march 
19, 2011.
BETSY hORD ’76, July 13, 2011.
DAVID mCNEIll ’76, July 4, 
2011.
AlFRED PARNEll ’76, July 2, 
2011.
JEANNE SmITh ’76, nov. 26, 
2010.
lEWIS JACOB ’75, april 7, 2011.
hOWARD OWEN ’75, June 29, 
2011.
EARl BARBER ’74, april 25, 
2011.
JAmES RAINS ’74, may 25, 2011.
ClEO WARD ’74, aug. 26, 2011.
RANDY ChURCh ’73, march 5, 
2011.
KAY FRICK ’73, april 25, 2011.
ANN JESTES ’73, aug. 14, 2011. 
JImmY JOhNSON ’73, april 5, 
2011.
JOhN KIRK ’73, april 15, 2011.
BIllY TRUl ’73, June 25, 2011.
SANDRA CARRICK ’72, June 18, 
2011.
JOlETE hARVIEl ’72, march 3, 
2011.
RANDY W. JOhNSON ’72, feb. 
21, 2011.
JAmES lYBRAND ’72, may 30, 
2011.
RUSSEll mUNDY ’72, July 20, 
2011.
JAmES hOlmES ’70, July 24, 
2011.
BENNY mARTIN ’70, may 10, 
2011.
CARROll PERKINS ’70, June 6, 
2011.

1960s
GARY ShROYER '68 has retired 
from duke energy in Charlotte 
after serving 26 years as an it 
professional.

JUDY (ThOmAS) CUllUm 
'67 retired in July, 2010 from 
Cleveland County schools after 
23 years of service. in april of that 
year, she was awarded the 2010 
lighthouse award for outstanding 
leadership, commitment and dedi-
cation to students with disabilities 
in north Carolina.

lAURA lYNN (hERNDON) 
BATEllI '66 retired in June 2010, 
after 27 years of teaching with 
bergen County special services 
school district.

deaths
ChARlES ClINE ’69, aug. 11, 
2011.
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hARRY INGRAm ’69, June 4, 
2011.
DONAlD JARRETT ’69, June 1, 
2011.
JOE KIRVEN ’69, may 28, 2011.
lINDA mIllER ’69, aug. 27, 
2011.
ThOmAS BROYhIll ’68, aug. 
20, 2011.
ROBERT BUShONG ’68, sept. 
6, 2011.
NANCY OAKlEY ’68, sept. 2, 
2011.
STEVEN WEST ’68, april 8, 2011.
lUCIllE KIRKlAND ’67, July 29, 
2011.
WARREN RUlE ’67, July 3, 2011.
ShARON SISEll ’67, June 22, 
2011.
ROSEmARY WhITE ’67, april 
10, 2011.
lEONARD SCRONCE ’66, June 
7, 2011.
GEORGE SImmONS ’66, march 
19, 2011.
GARY mCAlExANDER ’66, feb. 
22, 2011.
DOROThA PEElER ’65, april 
17, 2011.
WADE TEAGUE ’65, may 3, 2011.
WIlBERT CAmPAGNA ’63, feb. 
4, 2011.
NANCY hAGER ’63, march 29, 
2011.
JERRY WEST ’62, april 7, 2011.
PAT ABERNEThY ’61, march 16, 
2011.
ClYDE hARRIll ’61, aug.16, 
2011.
JANICE SOUThERN ’61, aug. 
4, 2011.
BONNIE lAWS ’60, aug. 17, 
2011.
JOYCE SmAWlEY ’60, march 
10, 2011.

1950s
ROBERT lOVE '53 was inducted 
into the Caldwell County schools 
hall of honor in april 2010.

deaths
JUlIUS SANDY BEAm ’59, feb. 
18, 2011.
COY FRONEBERGER ’59, march 
7, 2011.
ROBERT JOhNSON ’59, Jan. 30, 
2011.
hAROlD lOWERY ’58, aug. 13, 
2011.
BOB GREENE ’57, July 14, 2011.
AUDREY NORThUP ’57, march 
4, 2011.
WIllIAm PAYNE ’57, June 10, 
2011.
JEAN WEY ’57, may 24, 2011.
EUGENIA DAVIS mONROE ’56, 
march 16, 2011.
JOhN GIBSON ’56, aug. 30, 
2011.
WYONE hARRISON ’56, may 1, 
2011.
KAREN TRIVETTE ’56, feb. 12, 
2011.
FRANK WIDENhOUSE ’56, July 
1, 2011.
JESSIE PEASE ’55, march 17, 
2011.
IlA BAll ’54, feb. 14, 2011.
AmY GIlES ’54, may 24, 2011.
ROBERT ShUFORD ’54, april 4, 
2011.
ROSEmARY BOGER ’53, June 
17, 2011.
COlENE BOlICK ’53, June 1, 
2011.
DORIS GODWIN ’53, april 26, 
2011.
ChARlOTTE KUTSChER ’53, 
feb. 18, 2011.
BEllE SEATS ’53, april 22, 2011.
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’38 GRAD RETURNS: Charlotte Sutherland Stanley, at 100 years old, is among 
Appalachian's	oldest	living	alumni.	This	summer,	she	participated	in	Appalachian's	
Black and Gold Society Induction as a part of Alumni Reunion Weekend and re-
lived her student experience with fellow Appalachian alumni.

remember when

DAVID JACKSON ’49, march 30, 
2011.
DR. JEROmE mElTON ’49, april 
7, 2011.
WIllIAm PARRISh ’49, april 20, 
2010.
EUNICE STATON ’49, feb. 1, 
2011.
S. WhITE ’48, april 19, 2011.
ANNIE GIllIAm ’46, feb. 3, 
2011.
WIlmA GREENE ’45, april 17, 
2011.
mARGARET mCINTYRE ’45, 
april 19, 2011.
EDITh EDENS ’44, aug. 21, 2011.
SARAh hAYES ’44, feb. 12, 2011.
RAChEl hElmS ’44, feb. 6, 
2011.
JAmES R. WAlKER ’43, feb. 7, 

2011.
RAChEl BROOKS ’42, aug. 21, 
2011.
ThElmA DEARmAN ’42, July 4, 
2011.
EUGENE GROFF ’42, march 16, 
2011.
DOROThY ROSS ’42, July 3, 
2011.
JAmES ClAY ’41, may 21, 2011.
ElIZABETh COAChmAN ’41, 
may 6, 2011.
mARGARET WIllIAmS ’41, feb. 
26, 2011.
mARY DAlTON ’40, feb. 13, 
2011.
mARY WARREN ’40, June 24, 
2011.

1930s
deaths
PAUl GREENE ’39, april 17, 
2011.
hENRY BEST ’38, Jan. 8, 2011.
BEN NORRIS ’38, march 25, 
2011.
KNOx DAVIS ’37, may 29, 2011.
GRAhAm JACKSON ’36, nov. 
1, 2010.
BEN hORTON ’35, may 2, 2011.
ThOmAS WIlSON ’35, march 
19, 2011.
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RUTh CRISSmAN ’52, aug. 2, 
2011.
hElEN hUTChENS ’52, June 22, 
2011.
hARRY BAmE ’51, april 18, 2011.
ClAUDE ElDRIDGE ’51, april 
12, 2011.
ROBERT lANCASTER ’51, aug. 
17, 2011.
BIllIE mIllER ’51, July 16, 2011.
mARGARET NORRIS ’50, Jan. 5, 
2011.
AlFRED STRAUSS ’50, march 5, 
2011.

1940s
deaths
JAmES DENNIS ’49, nov. 1, 2010.



Appalachian has meant 
a lot to Joe ’73 and 

Sharon Reid of Mount Airy, 
who came to Appalachian 
already married, and quickly 
caught the Mountaineer 
spirit.

“I received a quality 
education that helped me 
advance in life. We’ve made 
a lot of friends and continue 
to meet new people. We 
love Appalachian,” says Joe. 
The couple explains that their passion for Appalachian 
has lasted because the friendliness and approachability 
of Appalachian in the 1970s remains true today. “It’s the 
Appalachian Family atmosphere,” Sharon says.  

The Reids made their first gift to Appalachian in the 
mid-1970s. “It was $25 to the Yosef Club, which was a lot 
to us back then,” remembers Sharon. They have a vision 
for Appalachian to continue growing and to become 
one of the top universities academically anywhere in the 
United States, and they continue to give their time and 

resources to this place that 
brings them so much joy.  
Recently, the Reids finalized 
their estate plans and 
created two endowments 
that will support 
Appalachian for many years 
after they are gone. The 
Joe & Sharon Reid Yosef 
Scholarship Endowment 
will continue their love 
of Appalachian athletics 
– they have attended 

every home Mountaineer football game since 1980 and 
are avid tailgaters.  The Joe & Sharon Reid Endowment 
for the Walker College of Business is an unrestricted 
fund to be used at the dean’s discretion for the college’s 
greatest needs. Both gifts count toward the Campaign for 
Appalachian.

 “We think Appalachian is top rated,” Joe says. “We 
hope our endowments will inspire others to also give the 
gift that keeps on giving.”

To become a member of the 1899 legacy Society, please call 828-262-3192,  
or visit give.appstate.edu/giftplanning

1899 LEGACY SOCIETY

APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY

leaving a legacy that will Change lives

“Sometimes i t 's easy to find that perfect 
someone, especial ly when you share a great 

love for something l ike your alma mater.”

“Since meeting at Appalachian in 
2001, we have shared a passion for our 
school. Appalachian brought us together 
as a couple and prepared us for our 
future. There is no place on earth like 
Appalachian, and we are excited that our 
support can change the lives of students 
today. Giving to the Appalachian Fund 
allows us to play a part in creating 
experiences and memories for the next 
generation of Mountaineers.”

With Love for Appalachian,
David ’04 & Meredith ’03 Phillips

Appalachian Fund
A PPA L AC H I A N  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

for more information call 866-756-2586 or  
e-mail appfund@appstate.edu or visit

appalaChianfund.appstate.edu
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