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Coming to Appalachian!

chancellor’s column
Creating Our Own Reality

Sept. 8

Nov. 8

Nov. 30-Dec. 3

Convocation with speaker Mark
Salzman; 10 a.m. Holmes Center

Parsons Dance Company; 8
p.m. Farthing Auditorium

Playcrafters New Play Festival;
8 p.m. Greer Studio Theatre

A year ago when I became chancellor of Appalachian State University, I asked you to
dream with me about Appalachian’s new day. Together we would deﬁne the focus and
future for Appalachian and its mission of education, research, scholarship and service.

Sept. 22

Nov. 15

Dec. 3

The Count Basie Orchestra; 8
p.m. Farthing Auditorium

Pat Metheny Trio with Christian
McBride and Antonio Sanchez;
8 p.m. Farthing Auditorium

Paul Winter Consort;
8 p.m. Farthing Auditorium

This ﬁrst year has been a great year of planning. I have met with faculty, staff,
students and alumni to ascertain Appalachian’s priorities and long- and short-term
goals. These conversations have been positive and synergistic. I quickly learned that
I have to run hard to keep up with the energy and
creativity of the Appalachian Family. Our faculty
members, in particular, express remarkable enthusiasm
in taking already-solid academic programs to even
greater levels of excellence, thus ﬁnding better ways to
serve the State of North Carolina.

Sept. 28-Oct. 2
“The Secret Garden: A new
adaptation for the stage”; 7 p.m.,
plus 2 p.m. Oct. 2, Valborg Theatre

Oct. 5
United States Marine Band; 8
p.m. Farthing Auditorium

Oct. 19-22
N.C. Dance Festival;
8 p.m. Valborg Theatre

Nov. 16-20
“The Good Woman of Setzuan,”
directed by Joel Williams; 8 p.m.,
plus 2 p.m. Nov. 20, Valborg Theatre

Appalachian is known for offering a quality university
experience at a reasonable price. As we continue to
attract better and better students, we must provide
them the quality educational experience they deserve.
My administrative team and I have placed major focus
during the past year on enhancing relationships with
state and federal legislators and other leaders who can
help us access the additional funding we need to elevate
the Appalachian experience.

Nov. 17
Novelist and poet Ron Rash with
pre-reading reception; 7:30 p.m.
Plemmons Student Union

Oct. 20
Fiction writer Tim Gautreaux; 7:30
p.m. Plemmons Student Union

Oct. 21
Capitol Steps; 8 p.m.
Farthing Auditorium

Oct. 26 – 29
Freshman Showcase; student
directed one-act plays, 8
p.m. Greer Studio Theatre

Oct. 29
Homecoming Game vs.
UT-Chattanooga; 3:30 p.m.
Kidd Brewer Stadium

Nov. 3
American Chamber
Players; 8 p.m. Rosen
Concert Hall

Human Resource Services:
www.hrs.appstate.edu

We were successful in securing from the state $1.4 million in equity funding to make
us comparable to other UNC campuses. We were not successful in securing $3.5 million
to plan the design and construction of a new Reich College of Education building.
This remains a top priority, and we will continue to seek support for this much-needed
facility.
At Appalachian, we constantly strive to make the curriculum and overall student
experience one that prepares our students to thrive in this changing world, whether
that is in their hometown or a place much further aﬁeld. Therefore, I praise the
leadership of Provost Stan Aeschleman and our college deans in examining the
university’s curriculum, which builds the foundation of every degree program at
Appalachian State University. We are awaiting major reports from the university’s
General Education Task Force, which is examining the core curriculum for
undergraduates, and the Graduate Education Review Task Force, which critiques
the same for graduate-level study. Also, Dr. Aeschleman is working with the Hubbard
Center for Faculty and Staff Support to collect “best practices” in teaching to share with
our faculty.
I am pleased to share with you this edition of Appalachian Today magazine. From
its pages, you can see that our students have many extraordinary opportunities at
Appalachian: service-learning, a new library, research experience, state and national
competition in their areas of study, and athletic and recreational outlets, just to name a
few. I am proud of our university and all that it offers.
The start of a new academic year always brings a certain excitement and promise of
new possibilities. That’s how I feel about Appalachian State University. I am proud of
where we are, and I am excited about our future.
Sincerely,

Stay Connected with Appalachian:
www.connect.appstate.edu

Kenneth E. Peacock
Chancellor
Appalachian State University is committed to equality of educational
opportunity and does not discriminate against applicants, students
or employees on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, age, disabling condition or sexual orientation. Appalachian also
actively promotes diversity among students and employees.
62,000 copies of this document were printed at a cost of $37,845,
or 61 cents per copy.

©2005 Appalachian State University

For a complete listing of cultural events on campus, visit Appalachian’s
Arts Calendar at www.highsouth.com/arts/
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Today, it is all about collaborative learning.The new Carol Grotnes Belk Library and Information Commons
encourages group study. Students can utilize 29 group-study rooms, wireless Internet connection, a lecture hall,
specially designed computer workstations that accommodate multiple people, and comfortable group seating.
The building accentuates openness with a glass-enclosed lobby that rises six levels to the cupola above.The facility,
which maintains 850,000 volumes, opened this summer.

Appalachian junior Maggie Simpson holds Comfort, an orphaned child in Cape Coast, Ghana. Thirteen students
performed a service-learning project in the African nation that included caring for children at Ooiem Orphanage
and setting up a computer lab for businesswomen using donated equipment from North Carolina.
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on campus

“

QUOTES TO PONDER

“It’s a miracle to have an ordinary life.”

–WENDY GREEN ’97 to the Charlotte Observer, on being among 4,000 Vietnamese
babies rescued from Vietnamese orphanages in 1975 through Operation Babylift.

“

What will you do if your dreams are deferred? How
you handle those times will have as much, if not
more, impact on the rest of your life in shaping who
you are and how you relate to others.

”

–DEFORIA LANE, associate director of the Ireland Cancer Center and the director
of music therapy at three institutions, to graduates of the Mariam Cannon Hayes
School of Music.

“Music has a way of opening doors.”

–DARREN DAILEY ’98, director of the Boston Children’s Chorus, to the Boston Globe
on meeting new cultures. His chorus participated in the International Children’s
Chorale Festival in Japan.

Appalachian hosts ﬁrst
wine conference

Co-founder’s Bible donated
to university archives
Descendants of D.D. Dougherty, cofounder of what is now Appalachian State
University, have donated their treasured
family Bible to the university.
Lillie Perry of Greensboro, Dougherty’s
granddaughter, presented the heirloom to
university ofﬁcials during a ceremony held
in Carol Grotnes Belk Library and Information Commons in July.
The Bible will be kept and preserved in
the University Archives’ Special Collections
area. It’s believed the Bible has been used
in the swearing-in ceremony for every
president and chancellor at Appalachian.
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More than 180 people attended the First
Western North Carolina Wine Conference,
hosted by Appalachian in July, to discuss the
future of the growing wine industry.
With 48 wineries, and more
opening by the end of 2005,
North Carolina’s wine industry
is expected to have a $947
million impact on the state’s
economy within 10 years. Its
success is closely tied to the
travel and tourism industry.
A key ingredient to the
industry’s success is quality

◗ CHEERS: U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx speaks to wine
conference attendees.

on campus
control. U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx, a former
faculty member at Appalachian, and U.S.
Rep. Charles Taylor are working on a $1
million federal grant request to establish
an enology and viticulture research center
at Appalachian. The center would work
with the state’s wineries to monitor product
quality.

On Appalachian’s new leader:

Scholarship recipient enrolls
9 years later

North Carolina for years to come.
RICHARD H. MOORE, Treasurer of the State of North Carolina

Renaldo Davis was a
rising fourth grader at
School Street Elementary School in Goldsboro when he won a
$20,000 scholarship
to attend Appalachian
State University.
◗ Davis on campus this
It was an exciting
summer.
day for the 9-year-old.
“I got a call to come to the school library,
but I didn’t know what it was all about,” said
Davis, now a freshman. “News crews were
there and they had a ceremony just for me.”
Davis’s academic performance on the
end-of-grade tests given to third grade students qualiﬁed him to receive the Freshman
Class Scholarship, given to Wayne County
students who show promise in math and
science. The annual award is funded by a
North Carolina businessman who chooses to
remain anonymous.
Appalachian’s College of Arts and Sciences has presented the award to elementary-age children annually since 1993. Davis
is the ﬁrst recipient to enroll at Appalachian.
Other recipients have pursued college
careers at New York University, UNC Chapel
Hill and N.C. State University.
The intent of the scholarship program
is to encourage minority students to go to
college, said Harry L. Williams, associate vice
chancellor for diversity. “The scholarship is a
great program to have to encourage minority students, especially from the eastern part
of the state, to consider Appalachian.”
“I am really appreciative of the scholarship,” said Davis, who was a campus leader
in high school. He was drum major of the
marching band during his senior year, and a
member of the student government association, Future Teachers of America, math club
and honor society.

Today … we recognize and applaud the expanding role of
“
Appalachian, and the role it has come to play in the life of this

” UNC PRESIDENT MOLLY BROAD

region and this state.

I know under Chancellor Peacock’s leadership, Appalachian will
“
continue to be a growing force in the … economy of the state of

”

Appalachian State University has been truly blessed to have
“
the right leadership at the right time to further and to build upon
the purpose of its founding: to provide excellent educational
opportunities to the people in this area.
VELMA C. BURNLEY, Mayor, Town of Boone

”

Lately, he once again has that old gleam in his eye: leaning in,
“
head cocked, thinking of some new way in which we all could be of

”

service.… His course is set for the betterment of humanity.
L. M. BAKER JR., Retired Chairman, Wachovia Corporation

Our future…rests on how well we articulate and implement
“
strong academic opportunities for the beneﬁt of our faculty and,

”

therefore, the beneﬁt of our students.
MICHAEL J. MOORE, Chairman, Appalachian Faculty Senate
I still recall him as a concerned and kind instructor who truly
“
cared about his students and was always available to them…look

◗ A NEW DAY: Emphasizing a “New Day, Greater
Heights,” Chancellor Kenneth E. Peacock was installed
as Appalachian State University’s sixth chancellor on
April 22. His swearing-in ceremony culminated a weeklong celebration of Appalachian and its people.
Above, the swearing-in ceremony with Board of Trustees
Chairman Robert G. Fox and UNC President Molly Broad.
Below, faculty emeriti luncheon attendees Albert and
Maxine Hughes, left, and Bunk and Nancy Spann;
Chancellor Peacock with students at the Installation
Gala; and Rosanne Peacock, right, with Diane Fox, wife
of Chairman Fox, at the Gold Rose Dinner.

what happened to an uninvolved, unremarkable student after being
exposed to, and inspired by, Mr. Peacock.
THOMAS H. COOK JR., Attorney, Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton, L.L.P.,
Chancellor Peacock’s former student at University of Virginia

”

I saw this university grow and become more and more excellent.
“
What success you have had here as proud Mountaineers. And today,

”

you make another giant step.
JAMES B. HUNT JR., Former Governor, State of North Carolina
Chancellor, I urge you to … raise the bar in everything we do.
“
Raise the intellectual quality and rigor of our university community.
Increase the graduation and retention rate. Lead us from the
comfort of good to the heights of greatness.
J. BRADLEY WILSON ’75, Chairman, UNC Board of Governors

”

We will be a light that beams across North Carolina. We will be the light of an academic institution that has
“
declared the dawning of a new day. I do not know what this day will bring. But I believe when the sun sets,

”

Appalachian State University will have moved to greater heights and we will be supremely satisﬁed.
CHANCELLOR KENNETH E. PEACOCK
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on campus
New Arts & Sciences dean,
other administrators named
Appalachian State University has named new administrators for 2005-06, including
a dean for the College of
Arts and Sciences.
Robert D. Lyman, former
dean of the School of Arts
Robert Lyman
and Letters at North Georgia
College and State University, has been
named dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Lyman was a professor in the Department
of Psychology and Sociology at NGCSU. His
experience also includes serving as chair of
the Department of Psychology at the University of Alabama and executive director of
the University of Alabama’s Brewer-Porch
Children’s Center, a research, service and
training program dealing with childhood
emotional disturbances.
In the Walker College of Business, Randal

on campus
K. “Randy” Edwards has
been named interim dean.
Edwards had been chair of
the college’s Department of
Accounting since 1992.
The Walker College of
Business also has named
Randy Edwards
ﬁnance faculty member Don
R. Cox as associate dean for accreditation,
ﬁnance faculty member Heather Hulburt
as assistant dean for instructional programs,
and accounting faculty member Philip R.
Witmer as assistant dean for graduate and
international programs.
Holly P. Hirst, a professor of mathematics,
has been named interim associate dean of
the Cratis D. Williams Graduate School.

Department chairs appointed
Four longtime faculty members have
been named chair of their respective departments:
Paul A. Fox has been named chair of the
Department of Psychology. W. Edward Folts

has been named chair of the Department of
Sociology and Social Work. Stella Anderson
has been named chair of the Department
of Management, and Paul L. Gaskill has
been named chairman of the Department of
Health, Leisure and Exercise Science.
In addition, Sarah R. Jordan, a professor
of foods and nutrition at Appalachian, has
been appointed chair of the Department of
Family and Consumer Sciences.
J. Bryan Brooks has been named chairman of the Department of Leadership and
Educational Studies after having directed
fundraising activities for the Reich College
of Education.
Bradley S. Chilton is the new chairman
of the Department of Political Science and
Criminal Justice. He had been an associate
professor in the Department of Criminal
Justice at the University of North Texas.
Raphael “Ray” F. Miller has been named
chair of the Department of Theatre and
Dance. He had been an associate professor of theatre and dance at Georgia State
University.

‘Boone Rebuilds a Village’

Alumni, faculty and students collaborate to aid tsunami victims
In the days following last winter’s deadly tsunami, a group of
Boone friends sharing dinner could speak of nothing but the
disaster. They felt at a loss of how to help the 5 million people
left homeless. From their conversations, however, grew a project
that will connect Boone to Southeast Asia—and is already bridging
alumni and the university community in a special way.
Called Boone Rebuilds a Village, the project is a collaboration
of alumni, faculty/staff, students and High Country citizens. They
are raising money for Habitat for Humanity International, which
can rebuild a family house in the tsunami-damaged countries for
as little as $200.
“The goal is to raise enough to rebuild an entire village
in either Sri Lanka, Indonesia, India or Thailand, which are
the tsunami-affected countries served by Habitat
International,” says English
Professor Tina Groover.

So far, the effort has raised $14,400, enough to build 72
houses. Students raised a major portion through a Wave
of Support fundraising supper sponsored by the Student
Government Association, Residence Life Student Association and
the Appalachian and the Community Together (ACT) ofﬁce.
“I wanted to do anything I possibly could to help the people who
lost their homes,” said Leila Ghannad, a senior from Raleigh.
Ann Matthews ’83 of Blowing Rock has been generating support from former classmates to fund a house representing the Class
of 1983. She encourages other alumni – wherever they live – to
fund class houses, too. “As students, we were part of Boone. This
is a chance as adults to reconnect with the local community for a
worthwhile cause,” she said.

Faculty Kudos
MARTHA A. MARKING (theatre & dance)
has been re-elected to the board of
directors for the United States Institute
for Theatre Technology as a directorat-large.
GENE MILLER (English) received an
Award for Excellence in Teaching from
the UNC Board of Governors (see story
in Explorations insert, page 14).

JEFF TILLER (technology) received the
Sustainable Energy Leadership Award
at the annual NC Sustainable Energy
Conference. It was awarded by the NC
State Energy Ofﬁce.
SUSAN B. MORGAN (director, testing
services) was recently elected secretary
of the National College Testing
association (NCTA).

Three WNC residents receive
honorary degrees
Appalachian presented an honorary
doctor of laws degree to Martha Guy of
Newland and Helen Powers of Asheville,
and an honorary doctor of letters degree to
Hugh Morton of Avery County during May
commencement for their contributions to
the region, state and nation.
Guy was president and CEO of Avery
County Bank for 25 years. Morton, the developer of Grandfather Mountain, is a well
known preservationist and photographer.
Powers was the ﬁrst woman to serve as secretary of the N.C. Department of Revenue
and the ﬁrst woman to become a senior vice
president of a North Carolina bank.

Habitat for Humanity International uses local materials, which
means donors also help the countries rebuild their economies.
“If you give $25 to an international organization, it may feel like
nothing. But if you join with 10 friends to build a house, it’s encouraging and motivating. It’s a community spirit,” said Groover, who
hopes alumni will host their own fundraisers to assist Boone
Rebuilds a Village.
To support Boone Rebuilds a Village, make checks payable
to Habitat for Humanity International and write “tsunami relief” on the memo line. Donations may be mailed to Habitat
for Humanity, Tsunami Relief Fund, PO Box 33 DTS, Boone,
NC 28607. Or, call Groover at (828) 262-0249.

◗ HONORED: Guy, left, and Powers

◗ PERFECT HARMONY: Grammy Award-winning Ladysmith Black Mambazo, the a
capella vocal ensemble popularized in the United States by Paul Simon’s Graceland
album, recorded new tracks in the Mariam Cannon Hayes School of Music’s Gilley
Recording Studio in July. The South African group performed on campus to a sellout crowd as part of An Appalachian Summer Festival. Ladysmith Black Mambazo
has recorded more than 40 albums and sold more than six million records at home
and abroad.

Coakley’s number retired

Two join Board of Trustees

Three-time NFL all-Pro Dexter
Coakley ’97 became the seventh person
in Appalachian athletics history to have
a number retired during a celebration of
athletics excellence in April.
“Appalachian is where it all began for
me,” Coakley, No. 32, said during a public
ceremony at Kidd Brewer Stadium. “I am
truly grateful to be a part of this university.
Wherever I go, I say with great pride that I
am from Appalachian State University.”
Other retired number
honorees were women’s
basketball’s Carol Almond
’80 (No. 22) and Valorie
Whiteside ’89 (No. 33), men’s
soccer’s Thompson Usiyan
’86 (No. 10), volleyball’s Traci
Blankenship Smith ’87 (No.
9), football’s John Settle ’89
(No. 23), and former head
baseball coach Jim Morris
(No. 41).

John Blackburn of Linville and Jeannine
Underdown Collins ’79 ’81 of Boone have
been appointed to four-year terms on Appalachian State University’s Board of Trustees.
Blackburn is president and general manager of Linville Resorts. Collins is president
of Underdown and Associates of Boone.
They replace Glenn Wilcox and John Allison who completed their second four-year
terms in June.

A model of the “village” made by Denise Grohs ’81 MA is displayed at the
Watauga County Public Library. Each wooden house represents a $200
donation to the Boone Rebuilds a Village project. Left to right, professor Tina
Groover, student Leila Ghannad and Ann Matthews ’83.
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Parental Involvement

No longer dues supported, the Parents Association welcomes all parents
in making a stronger Appalachian State University.
By Will Gillespie ’05
Beginning this academic year, parents of all enrolled undergraduate students at Appalachian State University are automatically members of the Appalachian Parents Association. While
membership dues supported the association in the past, donations made to the Appalachian Fund now provide full support for
the organization.
Formed in 1988, the Parents Association involves parents in
activities and programs vital to the success of the university. The
association offers parents up-to-date information about campus
issues and a communication link with administrators, faculty and
others in the university community.
“The Parents Association provides opportunities for parents
to participate in special projects which enrich the student life
of their children,” said Linda Richardson of Mount Holly, who
serves as co-president with her husband, Mac, a 1965 Appalachian
graduate. Their son Matt is a senior.
Linda Richardson said she hopes the all-inclusive membership
will encourage more participation from parents.
“Our main focus has been, and will remain, on the students.
Therefore, our activities are directed toward them. The new funding gives us the ability to take on new projects and support more
campus programs,” she said.
Parents’ ﬁnancial support has enhanced many organizations
and departments, including University Recreation, the Multicultural Center, Center for Student Involvement and Leadership,
Career Development Center and Student Wellness Center.
“Our greatest accomplishment is funding the third-ﬂoor reading lounge in the new Belk Library and Information Commons,”
Linda Richardson said of the 2,625-square-foot lounge that can
seat 50 people. “It’s open and airy, and the big windows overlook
campus. I know it will be a great place for students to read for
years to come.”
“I think it is great that the parents have given the money to the
library,” said University Librarian Mary Reichel. “It beneﬁts every
student, so the connections between the library and parents,
students and all areas of the university are real natural ones.”
In addition to ﬁnancial support, the Parents Association provides volunteer service and advocacy. A member of the Parents
Association Board of Directors serves as a liaison to the Career
Development Center, working to help connect area businesses to
Appalachian for internship and future employment opportunities
for students. The association also recruits parents to assist with
the Ofﬁce of Admissions’ Mountaineer Volunteer Program.
Parents Association members volunteer with campus events,
such as move-in day and Fall and Spring Open Houses. They
also meet prospective students and their parents at Ofﬁce of
Admissions receptions throughout the year.
The Parents Association keeps parents aware of university
issues, such as the debate regarding the textbook rental system.
Appalachian’s administration is looking at whether the rental
system, a money-saving program for students, restricts faculty
members’ academic freedom in selecting textbooks. The Parents
Association supports the continuation of the rental system.
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Linda Richardson said that the Parents Association is vital for
parents who want to stay in the know. “I feel that we help keep the
channel between parents and Appalachian staff open,” she said.
“However, parents sometimes feel more comfortable talking with
other parents and learning through their experiences.”
During the orientation for parents of incoming students,
Parents Association board members and students present a panel
discussion where
parents can ask questions without university staff present.
Susie Greene,
Appalachian’s dean
of students, associate
vice chancellor for
student development
and director of parent programs, said
she looks forward to
having an expanded
Parents Association.
“The biggest
change is going to be
getting more parents
involved,” Greene
said. “That’s going to
be very important to
students at Appalachian.”
To keep new members informed, the Parents Association has
revised its Web site: www.parents.appstate.edu. Members can ﬁnd
a wealth of information about campus news and the association’s
plans for service and support.
“The association’s Web site does a great job of getting information to parents,” said Greene. “It’s more up-to-the-minute than
printed newsletters. We average 20,000 to 40,000 hits each month
on the Web site, and last October there were 60,000 visits. I think
that shows that Appalachian parents are really staying informed
and aware,” Greene said.
Parents of undergraduate students also will receive a copy of
Appalachian Today magazine each fall.
Both parents and administrators believe that the Parents Association will become stronger with the increase in membership.
Mac Richardson said that Appalachian students have a valuable
asset in the Parents Association.
“As a 1965 graduate of Appalachian, I feel that parent
involvement has elevated in more recent years. Many people
I’ve talked to have noted that Appalachian stands out among
other schools for its Parents Association,” he said.

Visit the Parents Association
at www.parents.appstate.edu.
To contribute to the
Appalachian Fund, visit
www.give.appstate.edu.
2005 Projects

•21st birthday cards sent to university
mailboxes to educate students about
alcohol

•“Raise Your Voice,” a program to

motivate and engage students in the
community

•A magnet program that promotes

services of the Counseling Center to
off-campus students

•First aid kits for the Alternative

Spring Break Program and ACT
(Appalachian and the Community
Together) Ofﬁce

•Continuing legal education and

Annotated NC General Statutes for
staff attorney and student legal clinic

•First payment of ﬁve-year, $25,000

pledge for the Parents Association
Reading Lounge in the new Carol
Grotnes Belk Library and Information
Commons

•Training for Peer Career Counselors
to provide career counseling for
students

“I have always enjoyed volunteering at the
schools my sons attended and was pleased to be
able to continue that at Appalachian,” said Linda
Richardson, pictured with her
husband,
Mac. The Richardsons are
co-presidents of the
Parents Association.

◗ MEET AND GREET: Above, new students and their parents at a picnic
during summer orientation.
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Service-Learning
Just as the sciences
use laboratories, other

the community to apply
classroom knowledge to
real-world solutions.
◗ CONNECTING TO THE COMMUNITY: Laura Limon, left, and Haley Houghton
collect canned goods for the needy. Professor Norm Clark works with
Caroline Bond and Steven Rubin on a construction project. Opposite page:
Anna Shaver with orphans in Ghana.
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academic disciplines use

By Will Gillespie ’05

As

a social work major, junior Maggie Simpson wants
to combat social problems. In Ghana, only 5 percent of the population has ever used a computer.
So Simpson and 12 other students, along with
their trip leaders, traveled to Cape Coast, Ghana this past summer
where they established a computer lab to assist women entrepreneurs. They also created a computer lab for 80 orphans who
normally lack access to basic school supplies.
“We immersed ourselves in the Ghanian culture to experience
everything and better understand how to help,” Simpson said.
Her work in Ghana taught her about orphanages and the burdens a culture can place on low-income citizens. The trip had an
immediate beneﬁt for residents of Cape Coast, but also fulﬁlled
service requirements for two classes.
An experience like Simpson’s, which incorporates both service
and educational goals, is called service-learning.
Service-learning has become a major part of an Appalachian
education. Students, faculty and administrators all agree that
skills learned and knowledge gained from activities outside the

classroom is invaluable. In 1999, only six courses included a
service-learning project. During the 2004-05 academic year, 44
faculty members teaching 94 courses across 15 academic departments made use of service-learning.
“Since the 9/11 tragedy, there’s been a rebirth of student interest in civic engagement,” Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor
Stan Aeschleman said. “Service learning provides a vehicle for
students to become involved and to give something back to the
community by bridging the gap between traditional curricular
instruction and co-curricular activities.”
Service-learning not only builds partnerships between Appalachian and the world, but connects students to faculty. That’s
what makes the experiences special to Appalachian, according to
Aeschleman.
“A traditional area of strength at Appalachian is the supportive
relationships that develop between faculty members and students,
and service learning is a vehicle that enhances those connections,” he said.
The Appalachian and the Community Together (ACT) ofﬁce
is one of the reasons why the university’s service-learning projects
are so successful. Service-Learning Coordinator Shari Galiardi
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Service-Learning
and Community Partner Coordinator Todd Mortensen work with
more than 90 partner non-proﬁt agencies to determine those
agencies’ needs and ﬁnd a class that can best help.
In addition to course-based service-learning, Appalachian’s new
Ofﬁce of Student Research will serve to involve students and faculty in scholarly research endeavors. ACT will work collaboratively
with the new ofﬁce to provide up-to-date information on research
needs within the local community – speciﬁcally with ACT’s Community Partner agencies.

◗ CONNECTING TO THE OUTDOORS: Ashley McDaniel feeds deer at Genesis Wildlife
Sanctuary. Walt Andrews paints a marker along the Appalachian Trail.
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“Research opportunities will range from semester-long research
projects that will assist community agencies with gathering necessary data to longitudinal projects, which will serve to impact the
greater needs of our area,” Galiardi said.
Aeschleman said that the connections ACT has built through
service-learning can contribute to a community’s economic wellbeing.
“There is increasing pressure on universities to be economic
engines, to be leaders in economic development,” Aeschleman
said. “Service-learning serves that need directly by providing several
hundred thousand dollars worth of labor to the community.”
Beyond Everyday Volunteerism
Appalachian students, working with faculty and staff, provided
more than 74,000 hours of service to charitable organizations in
the High Country during the 2004-05 academic year.
Although both volunteer work and service-learning are necessary for a healthy community, Galiardi said there is a difference
between the two approaches.
“In volunteer work, you do service and it has a great beneﬁt.
In service-learning, students do work with agencies, but there is
a clear educational goal that goes along with the service goal,”
Galiardi said.
The ACT ofﬁce also prepares the university’s faculty in how to
best implement service-learning projects. Department of Communication professor Norman Clark says well-trained professors are
essential for service-learning to have the desired impact.
“We try to choose speciﬁc service-learning projects that are
as closely connected to classes as possible, so that students can
relate what they did to what they learned,” Clark said. “For some
students, especially freshmen, being self-directed and reﬂective is
a new challenge. That’s why it’s important for faculty to prepare
students for the service-learning experience.”
Clark is one of ﬁve facilitators who oversee the ACT Faculty Fellows Program, which can provide up to $750 in support of faculty
members who are new to service-learning and wish to use it in their
courses.
“Service-learning techniques have to be learned,” Clark said.
“Service-learning is an established learning tool, but like any tool,
it must be used in the right way. It can be time-consuming for
instructors because it takes a lot of effort to put students in an
environment where they can succeed.”
After applying and being accepted, ACT Faculty Fellows attend
programs in a service-learning workshop series presented by Clark
and the other facilitators throughout each semester.
One of those facilitators, Department of Curriculum and
Instruction assistant professor Lynne Bercaw, directs the Reich College of Education’s 20/20 program, which uses service-learning to
prepare elementary education majors. The 20/20 program, whose
slogan is “bringing community issues into focus,” is another reason
why service-learning is taking off at Appalachian.
Prior to their junior year, students in the 20/20 program complete 20 hours of community service with non-proﬁt agencies or
through service trips. Students build on that service during their
junior and senior years as they complete 20 hours of service-learning projects in upper level courses.
“The 20/20 program is designed to be an extension of studentteaching that lets education students get exposure to social issues
like homelessness, poverty, racism or abuse, all of which may affect

children in their future classrooms,” Bercaw said.
Bercaw’s class is connected to a home for orphans in Cochabamba, Bolivia. The Bolivian children send Bercaw’s students
drawings and information, and then the students create children’s
books to send back. The experience is part of the second half of
the 20/20 program, during which students learn how to start their
own service-learning projects in their future classrooms.
“I learned a lot about the students, facilitating service-learning
projects and the importance of exposing kids to the world around
them,” said Caitlin Keeton ’04 of her 20/20 experience. “Knowing
that I am capable of helping children increases the meaning and
impact of service-learning projects.”
Shaping Good Citizens
Clark said that experiences like Keeton’s are what make servicelearning such a vital part of a college education.
“Service-learning teaches students that they can make a difference,” Clark said. “Through service-learning, students are prepared
to be more than just wage earners. They know that part of their
identity is helping others and making a difference.”
This past summer, Appalachian undergraduate students from
two recreation management classes and a special education class
planned, promoted and implemented a sports clinic for Special
Olympics athletes in the High Country.
Senior Ashley Lavender helped organize a track practice, food
for the event and the awards ceremonies. Nineteen athletes participated in the clinic, which provided instruction in ﬁve sports and
helped recruit new athletes for Special Olympics.
“I learned more about all aspects of event planning, and the
importance of corporate sponsorships and community support for
such a project,” Lavender said.
Faculty members agree that projects like the sports clinic can’t
be replaced by classroom instruction, and a large majority of students have shown they enjoy doing service-learning projects.
More than 90 percent of students involved in a service-learning
project through a course last spring thought the project broadened
their understanding of social issues affecting the community. Eighty
percent said that service-learning taught them skills they will use in
their career, and 81 percent said service-learning developed leadership skills.
Overall, more than 81 percent of students said they were glad to
have been in a service-learning class.
The experience of Jen Champion ’04 helps explain how servicelearning can have an impact on a student’s life. As a freshman,
Champion worked with the Hospitality House, a homeless shelter
in Boone. On her ﬁrst visit to the shelter, Champion felt scared
and uneasy, and considered not going back. But as the semester
progressed, she got more involved in the project.
From her experience as a freshman, Champion ended up
becoming a major supporter of service-learning. She joined
Appalachian’s impACT Team, which promotes service-learning to
other students. By her senior year, she was co-chair of the impACT
Team. Champion is now in graduate school, with the goal of having
a job similar to the people at her alma mater’s ACT ofﬁce.
“Experiences like Jen’s are what make service-learning valuable,”
Galiardi said. “And I’m happy to say more students at Appalachian
are getting the chance to have them.”

74,138 hours of service were
provided by Appalachian students,
faculty and staff during 2004-05

94 classes involved some kind of
service-learning project during 2004-05

90 percent of students
said service-learning helped them
understand a community and issues
affecting it

81 percent said they developed
leadership skills from working on a
service-learning project

81 percent said they were glad
to participate in a service-learning class

80 percent said service-learning
prepared them for their career
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Charlie Cobb’s Stat Sheet
Education: Bachelor’s in business administration from NC State
(1990), master’s in athletics administration from Ohio University
(1992).
Career Highlights:
• Associate athletics director at NC State, 1998-2005, during which
time combined ticket revenues increased more than 86 percent,
adding approximately $6 million into the athletics department’s
operating budget
• Associate executive director of the Peach Bowl and Atlanta Sports
Council, 1992-94
• Sales manager for the Georgia Dome, 1994-98
• Three-time Academic Honor Roll member as NC State offensive
lineman
• Bob James Post-Graduation Scholarship recipient
• Jim Tatum Award winner as senior ACC football player with highest GPA

“What I bring to the job is energy and passion with an

Family: wife, Lindsay; children, Harrison and
Branan; mother and father were both
Appalachian graduate students;
brother was an
undergraduate

organized approach. Nothing is impossible with the people

Cobb gives an interview to ASN’s David Jackson.

By Will Gillespie ’05

T

wo things are immediately evident about Athletics Director
Charlie Cobb: his football-player size and his zeal for making Appalachian athletics successful.
Since starting in July at Appalachian State University, he has outlined the athletics department’s short-term and long-term goals in a
seven-step plan called “Catch the Spirit.” The plan’s goal is to boost
fan involvement and create a better student-athlete experience,
Cobb said.
After working until at least midnight each day during his ﬁrst
week on the job, Cobb found time at 8 o’clock one July morning,
while eating a quick breakfast, to talk with Appalachian Today
about “Catch the Spirit.”

You acknowledge there is already a devoted fan base for
Appalachian athletics that creates a spirit. What can
alumni and parents do to “Catch the Spirit?”
There are four things we need from alumni and parents. One,
we need you to join the Yosef Club. There are 550 students who
compete for Appalachian, and we need to drive the scholarship
budget up to give the coaches a chance to be competitive.
Two, we need you to visit Boone for football games in the fall.
There’s going to be a renewal of game day atmosphere this fall, and
I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised (see ad on inside back cover). David Jackson, Andy Massey, Beth Alexander and others are doing a
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great job putting plans into place that will excite anyone who makes
the trip up the mountain. Games are at 3:30 p.m. because we’ll
have lots of events around town on game days, so you can come up
to Boone and have a whole day of entertainment. For parents, coming up here to see a football game is a great way to understand the
experience your children have.
The third need is for alumni and parents to take pride in wearing black and gold. Put ﬂags in your yard, or on your car, and wear
black and gold. I’d like to see somebody paint their house black
and gold, and become the model for a fan who has truly caught the
spirit.
Fourth, when we “come down the mountain,” we need all
alumni and fans to come support our teams. Imagine how awesome
it would be for the student-athletes to see the stands full of Appalachian supporters at away football games, basketball games, tennis
matches and track meets. Nothing demonstrates support like giving
your time to support others.

You’ve been quoted in the media as saying that you
don’t want to disappoint anyone. What do you consider
disappointments, and how will you avoid them?
(After pausing to think, smiles conﬁdently) I hadn’t thought about
messing up yet. But seriously, what I bring to the job is energy and
passion with an organized approach. Nothing is impossible with

unior Corey Lynch looks forward to starting as safety for the
Mountaineers this year. He’s dreamt about playing football all his
life.
But Corey has a bigger dream. He is majoring in physics and hopes
to become an engineer.
Because of the Yosef Club, both of Corey’s dreams can come true.
The Appalachian Family’s generous donations to the Appalachian
State University Foundation Inc. allow the Yosef Club to fund
scholarships for more
than 300 student-athletes
who participate in 20
intercollegiate sports.
You can help build “A
Foundation of Excellence”
for Appalachian by annually
contributing to the Yosef
Club.

www.give.appstate.edu

we have at Appalachian.” – Charlie Cobb

Q&A with Athletics
Director Charlie Cobb

J

You have said you want an improved student-athlete
experience, including raising the graduation rate. What
are your plans to raise that graduation rate?
the people we have at Appalachian. At the end of the day, people
know if they’ve accomplished something. The thing about athletics
is, you may judge yourself, but ultimately your success and failures
are determined by others. I can promise that everyone in this athletics department will give it their best effort, and people will see the
results for themselves.

How does Chancellor Kenneth E. Peacock’s philosophy
of “Students First, Quality in All” guide your “Catch the
Spirit” plan for Appalachian’s athletics?
One of the ﬁrst things I want to do is boost student attendance.
I’m going to work with the SGA to get students more involved. If
we can reach out to students and get them to come to events and
support our teams, everyone else will follow because the students
create the atmosphere, they create the excitement, they create the
experience.
Also, any facility we build will be primarily focused on the
student-athlete, to make their experience better. Then, we’ll make
it so our fans have a great experience, and build the facilities so our
coaches have the best chance to succeed.

Appalachian’s Board of Trustees approved a $32 million
athletics facilities plan in February 2003. With a new
chancellor and athletics director in place, when can the
Appalachian Family expect to hear the results of that
plan?
Give us 100 days, and before football season is over there’s going
to be a big announcement about the future of Appalachian’s facilities. It’s going to start with the football stadium and permeate the
whole campus.

I have two main goals. First, the student-athlete graduation rate
is higher than the graduation rate of the general student body, and I
want it to remain that way.
Second, if a student competes for us, we have to do everything
we can to get that student to graduate. We will have a 100 percent
graduation rate for every student who has played through all of his
or her academic eligibility. We have a Learning Assistance Program
in place that does a solid job of aiding our athletes with their studies
through study halls, advising and maintaining the students’ eligibility. At NC State, there were 14 employees who did the work that only
two employees do here in Appalachian’s LAP.

What attracted you to Appalachian, besides the chance to
be athletics director?
I felt like I was at a point in my life when I was ready for a challenge. I wanted to be in a situation where I thought it could beneﬁt
from me as much as I could beneﬁt from it. I knew Boone was a
good town to raise a family. I equated Appalachian to NC State’s
athletics program when I got there. A lot of people were passionate
about the program, and it just needed to be tweaked and guided.

What has surprised you about Appalachian so far?
I think the best surprise so far is the outreach from people who
love this place. Their acceptance and support has been overwhelming. There is a genuine interest and authenticity about the people
here, and it’s fantastic. Every day I wake up and think about how
great this situation is. Watching the ﬁreworks on the Fourth of July
with my family, I realized it was a moment that I’d never forget when
I look back on my life. I thought, ‘My job is going to start tomorrow,
it’s really going to happen.’ It was an awesome moment to stop for a
second, take a look around and say, ‘Wow, we’re here!’

Appalachian Today Fall 2005

17

college of arts and sciences

Promoting Physical Activity

Appalachian partners with Be Active North Carolina
By Linda Coutant ’01 MA, Editor

H

ave you been active today?

Ways to Become
More Active

If you’re like the majority of
North Carolinians, you don’t
meet the minimum physical
activity recommendations set
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Only 38 percent are as active as necessary for healthful living, according to the
North Carolina Division of Public Health.
In addition, we’re allowing our children to
be inactive, too. Nearly a quarter of North
Carolina’s elementary-age children and
14 percent of preschoolers are considered
overweight, according to state studies.
To help western North Carolinians
become more active, Appalachian State
University has launched a partnership with
Be Active North Carolina, the state’s leading
nonproﬁt organization devoted to physical
activity.
The Be Active North Carolina-Appalachian Partnership is made possible through
a ﬁve-year grant from Be Active North
Carolina and its founding sponsor, Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina.
The partnership is housed in Appalachian’s
Department of Health, Leisure and Exercise
Science, facilitating the creation of new
service-learning and research opportunities
for students and faculty.
The grant will include a needs assessment
that highlights the challenges western North
Carolina faces related to physical activity.
Collaborative programming will provide
resources for schools, after-school programs,
childcare centers, worksites and other community agencies in Western North Carolina
to promote physical activity. The grant also
includes 150 Active Steps Youth Program
kits, pedometer-based resource tools for
school-based and after-school programs.
The partnership’s ﬁrst year of planning and
programming will focus on Watauga County,
then ripple into other northwestern counties.
Be Active North Carolina, Inc., a statewide organization based in Chapel Hill,
is dedicated to increasing physical activity
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The CDC recommends at
least 30 minutes of physical
activity each day. You can
break down the time into
10-minute intervals and still
see beneﬁts.Try a few of the
following:
Ü Take the dog for a walk
with your friends or
children.
Electronic pedometers that measure a person’s daily
steps will be distributed through partnership programs.

levels and healthy lifestyles among all North
Carolinians.
Through the new partnership, Be Active
North Carolina will expand its successful
programs already used in other parts of the
state, such as Be Active KidsSM, Active Steps
Youth Program, the Active Blue VanSM and
Active Steps@Work.
“The value of incorporating regular
physical activity into your lifestyle cannot
be overstated, for we know its positive
effect on personal health, individual and
corporate productivity, and efforts to reduce
the overall costs of health care,” said Susan
Tumbleston ’96 MBA, the partnership’s
program manager. She has worked in health
care for more than 30 years as a nurse and
administrator.
“Sedentary lifestyles cost billions of dollars in avoidable medical expenses, workers
compensation claims and lost workdays,”
Tumbleston added.
Bob Greczyn, president and CEO of Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina,
said concerted efforts to promote physical
activity and other positive lifestyle choices
are key to the long-term health of the state’s
citizens. “This collaboration between Appalachian and Be Active North Carolina is
exactly the kind of fresh approach we should
be seeking,” he said.

Ü Work in the yard (but,
riding a lawn mower does
not count).
Ü Play catch, Frisbee or
kickball with your kids.
Ü Take the stairs instead of
the elevator.
Ü Park your car in the spaces
farthest away from your
destination.
Ü Stretch your muscles while
watching TV.
Ü Take a walk with your
coworkers during your
lunch break.
Ü Use your work breaks to
stretch and get moving.

Creek project unites students, faculty
and community leaders
Undergraduate students in the Department of Geography and Planning are contributing to the welfare of one of Boone’s most noticeable physical features: Boone
Creek. Their work has inspired the formation of the community-wide Boone Creek
Committee, which increases communication about the creek’s condition in an effort to
preserve it.
Students in Jana Carp’s Project Management class have worked for the past two
spring semesters to design a public park along the creek, which runs under downtown
Boone and parallel to Rivers Street.
“A park would provide environmentally friendly storm water management for the
creek,” said Carp, an assistant professor in the Department of Geography and Planning. “We could use native plants to ﬁlter run-off from construction.”
In order to make their park design safe for the creek, the students worked with Appalachian faculty to measure water quality,
monitor aquatic life and ﬁnd out what
types of plants thrive in Boone’s climate.
The experience unearthed a lot of history
about Boone Creek and its environmental
problems.
For example, a sauerkraut packaging
plant dumped its efﬂuent into the creek
years ago, which is why it is sometimes
called Kraut Creek. In the 1940s, insecticide was stored underground along the
creek’s banks.
“I think Appalachian students are genuinely concerned about the creek,” said former Project Management student Laura
Powell ’05, who now works for a planning
agency in Cary. “The class wasn’t required,
but a lot of people signed up for it.”
The class underscored the value of
communication in solving community
Students and alumna Heather Weeks ’00, far right, throw coins into Rome’s Trevi Fountain.
issues, and local government ofﬁcials
attracted to the class’s work have volunteered to serve on the Boone Creek
Alumni and friends can now join study abroad trips within the College of Arts and Sciences.
Committee.
Their participation helps fund opportunities for Appalachian students to see the world.
“The creek is already an asset, and it
“The idea is to get alumni and friends to come along to see ﬁrst-hand the kind of experience
needs to be treated as such,” said Carp.
students get with study abroad and to understand the importance of such trips to their
“It’s going to take everyone to make that
education,” said Sandie Gravett, an associate professor in the Department of Philosophy and
happen. The committee looks forward to
Religion.
working with the Town of Boone to come
up with a plan that’s good for the creek.” ■
She led 18 students on a trip to Italy in April. They were joined by four alumni and a parent

Sharing the Global Perspective

of one of the students.

Each extra traveler paid $300 in addition to the trip’s cost. With matching contributions
from their employers, they generated $2,100 for the College of Arts and Sciences Study Abroad
Scholarship Endowment Fund.
“Because we were traveling with the group and following their itinerary, we saw so many
unforgettable things that we wouldn’t have known to visit otherwise, like Herculaneum or
Paestum,” said Heather Weeks ’00 who went with her husband, Jason ’99.
“It was an incredible opportunity… We didn’t have to worry about anything, but enjoying
ourselves and taking in our surroundings.”
The Charlotte couple didn’t have the opportunity to travel while in college. They support
the scholarship fund now because, “It will enable students to travel and have those ‘once in a
lifetime’ experiences that they wouldn’t have been able to experience otherwise,” Heather said.
For more information on the scholarship fund, contact the College of Arts and Sciences’
director of development, Kurt Carlson, at carlsonkv@appstate.edu or (828) 262-4013. ■

www.cas.appstate.edu

Mark Your Calendar

The 6th Annual
Stephen’s Tournament
Oct. 3, Verdict Ridge Golf & Country
Club in Denver, NC
Funds support the Stephen Vacendak Memorial
Fellowship Fund in Geography at Appalachian.
Cost is $150 per player or $600 per fourperson team. For details, call the Department
of Geography and Planning at (828) 262-7127
or Steve Vacendak at (803) 324-5530, or visit
www.geo.appstate.edu.
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walker college of business

reich college of education
Undergraduates assist
in literacy program
Doctoral student Bill Peacock spent the
past school year working with students at
Mabel Elementary, helping children become
more literate through family history and
storytelling.

Accounting alum and Business Advisory Council
member Marshall Croom ’86 presents Chancellor
Peacock with a framed letter establishing the
Kenneth E. Peacock Accounting Professorship.

New professorship
honors Peacock
Ryan Barry, left, and Felix Kabigting at the Charleston Forge warehouse.

Furniture company provides internships
Business interns Felix Kabigting and Ryan Barry spent their summer as interns for
Charleston Forge, a furniture manufacturer headquartered in Boone. Charleston Forge
was started in 1974 by Appalachian business graduate Art Barber ’73 and his wife, Susan.
Today the company’s more than 200 employees custom build wrought iron furniture
featuring wood, brass, copper and glass for worldwide distribution.
Kabigting, a marketing major from Chapel Hill with a minor in international business, worked in Charleston Forge’s factory and retail store in Boone. He was involved in
several international marketing projects and is studying abroad in Australia during the
fall 2005 term. According to Kabigting, his experience at the Walker College has helped
him learn to overcome his fear of public speaking and to think more creatively in ﬁnding
solutions to business issues.
Barry, a marketing major from Greensboro, conducted his internship in New York City
where he stayed at the Appalachian Loft. While in New York, Barry served as a sales representative for Charleston Forge, identifying new markets and developing strategies for
pursuing new business. He also researched
the interior design market and met with
representatives from the American Society
of Interior Designers. Barry currently serves
as president of the Association of Student
Entrepreneurs and is a former student
Broadband data service is the fastestconsultant for the Martha Guy Summer
growing area in today’s telecommunications
Institute.
industry, said Duane Ackerman, chairman
At the end of their internships, Kaband CEO of BellSouth Corporation. Speaking
igting and Barry presented the results of
at the spring 2005 Harlan E. Boyles
their research to the company’s owners.
Distinguished CEO Lecture, Ackerman said
They each received six hours of academic
that BellSouth faces two major challenges:
credit toward their major for their “handsmoving from a narrow-band voice company
on” learning experience.
to a broadband data services company,
“Felix and Ryan, who have worked with
and moving from a wireline to a wireless
us as interns this summer, have brought an
company. In order to adapt to today’s rapid
energy and enthusiasm to their work that
changes, said Ackerman, leaders must seek
is contagious. We enjoy the opportunity
change, learn to live with ambiguity, treat
to work with them and to partner with
associates with respect and know implicitly
Appalachian in this valuable program,” said
what they believe in. ■
Susan Barber. ■

In 1983, Chancellor Kenneth E.
Peacock began his career at Appalachian
by teaching undergraduate and graduate
courses in accounting and taxation. His
teaching, coupled with the mentoring
and friendship he offered, had a positive
impact on many students.
As a tribute to his leadership, the
Kenneth E. Peacock Accounting Professorship has recently been established.
The professorship will be awarded to an
outstanding faculty member in the Department of Accounting, and the recipient
will receive a salary stipend and operating
funds to enhance services and instruction.
If you would like to donate to this
special project, contact College of Business
Development Ofﬁcer Jill Sparks at
sparksjm@appstate.edu or (828)262-6231.■

CEO Lecturer:
BellSouth’s Ackerman
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Parents spent Tuesday afternoons during
the school year at the school, telling family
stories to their children. Undergraduate
assistants (called uPartners) from the Reich
College of Education taped the storytelling,
and then helped the children transcribe the
story into a computer program and create
illustrations.
“The goals were to provide an informal
shared learning experience for parents and
their children, with emphasis on contributing
to an anthology of Mabel community stories,”
Peacock said. “Speciﬁcally, we focused
on developing and using storytelling and
listening, and technology-based writing and
publication skills.”
Many of the children and parents have
learned more about desktop publishing,
Peacock said.
“The most impressive aspect of the Mabel
experience was the genuinely meaningful
relationship-building which took place
between parents, their children and young
people who will soon be professional
educators,” Peacock said.
Peacock’s project beneﬁted the
undergraduate assistants involved, who were
all elementary education majors.
“For our uPartners, the goal was to
give our aspiring teacher candidates an
opportunity to work with family learners,
while sampling the culture of an Appalachian
community,” Peacock said. “The uPartners
provided us with energy, enthusiasm,
idealism, and genuine curiosity about the
people and culture of the Mabel community,
all of which were critical to our success. The
Appalachian students served as very effective
university ambassadors to the community.” ■

Appalachian students help Mabel residents
preserve their family history.

www.ced.appstate.edu

Promoting a Global Perspective
Finding valuable experience for undergraduates
For years, the Reich College of Education has been building worldwide partnerships
with educational institutions to prepare students for teaching careers in increasingly
multinational school systems.
“We’re ﬁnding ways to promote a global perspective on learning and internationalize
our curriculum,” said Dean Charles R. Duke.
Surprisingly, RCOE undergrads can work with children from around the world without leaving Boone. Hardin Park Elementary is home to an after-school program which
enrolls children from more than nine ethnic backgrounds. Ofﬁcials working with the
program say that the multicultural experience is a “win-win” situation.
“It’s an excellent opportunity for Appalachian students, and it really beneﬁts our students,” said Hardin Park Principal Mary Smalling, who is an Appalachian graduate. “The
Appalachian students become mentors for the children by helping them with various
things, such as focusing on homework.”
This summer, undergraduates in the N.C. Teaching Fellows program traveled abroad
as an enrichment activity. Eleven students toured Europe’s major cities for 12 days. Another 11 students visited public schools and participated in teaching lessons in Pueblo,
Mexico.
According to Pam Schram, director of Appalachian’s Teaching Fellows program, students gain a more worldly context for their education through such trips.
“Teaching Fellows have a menu of options to choose from, and we’re happy that so
many of our students can have the opportunity to travel abroad,” Schram said.

Expanding graduate research in Latin America
Candidates for the master of school administration degree are part of a new program
with an RCOE partner school in Pueblo, Mexico. At the D’Amicis School,
graduate students are teaching classes to Mexican students and taking classes
with two Appalachian faculty members there.
“Future administrators should have a perspective of the Hispanic culture,”
said Duke. “This is a way to shrink the culture gap between American administrators and the increasing number of Hispanic students.”
In Cochabamba, Bolivia, candidates for the master of library science
degree are studying the Bolivian culture’s impact on literacy. Artifacts and
pictures brought back to Appalachian provide a base of learning for undergraduate students, who then write books for the orphans and homeless
children in Bolivia, and for students in the public schools.
Candidates working toward an MA in counseling spent a summer working
with orphans, studying the impact of addiction on the homeless population.
“The work in Bolivia is a way of introducing students to cultural differences, and how those differences affect a counselor’s role,” Duke said. ■

Appalachian Today Fall 2005

21

college of ﬁne and applied arts

cratis d. williams graduate school
Two new certiﬁcate
programs offered
Graduate certiﬁcate programs, which
provide formal training with fewer course
requirements than a master’s degree, are
now offered in Appalachian studies and
women’s studies.

➦ The 18-hour Appalachian studies
Alice Neff and Greg Williams on their HarleyDavidson.

Theatre and dance staffers
ride for AIDS charity
Production manager/technical director Greg
Williams and costume studio supervisor Alice Neff
have turned their passion for motorcycles into
charity.

Ben Johnson with his chair design “Staying Alive,” which won local and national competitions.

Five students selected for national
furniture design competition

The Department of Theatre and Dance staffers are
part of the Long Reach Long Riders, a two-wheeling
group of theater artisans, technical artists, backstage
crew members, theater managers, roadies and
designers who collect donations for Broadway Cares/
Equity Fights AIDS.
“Celebrities and people in the spotlight are always
called upon for BC/EFA beneﬁt performances, and
we (the Long Riders) felt like it was time for the
backstage workers to get involved with a charity,”
said Williams, who founded the Long Riders last year
with nationally known rigger Bill Sapsis.

Five Appalachian students were among 58 ﬁnalists chosen for a national furniture design competition sponsored in July by the Association of Woodworking and Furnishings
This year’s monthlong, cross-country ride raised
Suppliers. Two of them won ﬁrst-place honors in their categories.
$30,000.
The competition was held at the Las Vegas Convention Center during AWFS’s annual
“The chance to do something useful on a big scale
meeting.
was exciting to us,” Neff said. “And BC/EFA appealed
“The Student Design Contest display at the AWFS®Fair always attracts a lot of attento us because we knew so many people who suffered
tion, and people are just amazed by the quality and creativity of these students,” said Jeff
from AIDS.”
Oliverson, chair of the AWFS®Fair Tradeshow Committee and regional manager for
The Centers for Disease Control estimate that docOMGA Inc. “The contest raises the bar for student woodworkers, and it’s a vital part of
tors diagnosed 43,171 new cases of AIDS in 2003.
ensuring we have skilled and talented woodworkers to continue building this industry in
The CDC also reports that 850,000 to 950,000 people
North America.”
in the United States live with human immunodeﬁciency virus (HIV), the virus that causes AIDS. ■
In the postsecondary schools competition, Ben Johnson won ﬁrst place in the Chair,
Creative category for his comfortable-forall-body-types design. Tighe Smalley won
ﬁrst place in the Special Needs Furnishings
category for his children’s chair that inSenior Martin Schelsinger was one of four ﬁnalists in the national Radio-Mercury Awards 2005
cluded a drawing table, drawer and seating
Student Category sponsored by the Radio Creative Fund, which honors the radio industry’s best
commercials.
bench.
Schelsinger was honored for his ad “The Nalgene
Other Appalachian students competing
Test,” which promotes the durability of plastic Nalgene
in the AWFS event were Whitney Bradford,
drinking bottles.
Skylar Davis and Matthew Parks.
Schelsinger wrote, produced, voiced and edited
Johnson’s piece also won Appalachian’s
the ad in an audio production class in Appalachian’s
local chair design competition sponsored
Department of Communication, where he is pursuing
by the Department of Technology.
a bachelor’s degree in communication with a
concentration in electronic media/broadcasting.
While judging the local competition
The Radio-Mercury Awards were established in
with other furniture industry designers,
1992 to encourage and reward the development
Charlie Sutton, president of Sutton House
of effective and creative radio commercials. Other
Furniture, said “I am so proud of where
2005 student ﬁnalists were from Miami Ad School in
Appalachian is and where it is headed. It
Minneapolis, Minn.; Portfolio Center in Atlanta, Ga.;
Martin Schelsinger of Raleigh, right, with
is remarkable how talented these students
and the University of Montana in Missoula, Mont. ■
faculty
member
Steve
Smith.
have become.” ■

Student’s ad receives national praise
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certiﬁcate is geared toward graduate
students in related degree programs;
scholars in related ﬁelds such as history,
geography or public administration;
teachers; and other professionals. It
augments employees’ credentials in
community and regional services, including
government, business, travel and tourism,
and cultural programming.
Patricia Beaver, director of the Center for
Appalachian Studies on campus, said the
certiﬁcate enhances the ability to work in
a professional and culturally informed way
in addressing local and regional issues,
deepens understanding of and adjustment
to the region, and reﬁnes research skills.
“For educators, this program will facilitate
the integration of Appalachian studies
components in the elementary, secondary
or higher education curricula,” she said.
Courses include Appalachian Culture and
Social Organization, Biogeography of the
Southern Appalachians and Appalachian
Political Perspectives.
For more information, contact
Beaver at (828) 262-4089 or e-mail
beaverpd@appstate.edu.

➦ The 12-hour women’s studies

certiﬁcate enhances the skills of
professionals in education, social work,
counseling, human resources, public
relations and the judicial system.
“A lot of graduate students in other ﬁelds,
such as English, psychology or counseling,
want to show they have a specialization
in women’s issues as it relates to their
degree. Individuals working with non-proﬁt
agencies, such as women’s shelters, might
want to show they have some training in
women’s issues without earning a master’s
degree,” explained Martha McCaughey,
director of Appalachian’s women’s studies
program.
For more information, call McCaughey at
(828) 262-7603 or e-mail
womens_st@appstate.edu.
For a complete listing of certiﬁcate
programs at Appalachian, visit
www.graduate.appstate.edu/gradstudies/
prospective/certiﬁcate.php ■

White specks indicate infestation of a hemlock.
Left, James Graham.

Grad student uses beetle
to save hemlock trees
A hundred years ago, a major blight wiped out the American chestnut from the Southern Appalachian mountains.
Now, a non-native insect species may do the same to the
hemlocks.
More than 80 percent of hemlock trees in Watauga and Avery counties are infested
with the hemlock woolly adelgid, known scientiﬁcally as Adelges tsugae, an insect that feeds
on a tree’s new growth and kills the tree within one to ﬁve years. Experts believe the bug
arrived in the United States through the landscaping trade.
Biology graduate student James Graham is working to suppress the adelgid’s damage
by releasing its natural predator: a beetle known as Sasajicymnus tsugae.
Both insects are native to Southeast Asia, where hemlock trees continue to thrive because the insect population is balanced. Graham has reared hundreds of the beetles and
released them at test sites around the High Country, including Grandfather Mountain.
The beetle feeds only on the hemlock woolly adelgid, so Graham believes their presence can bring equilibrium to North Carolina’s forests.
Some area hemlocks are estimated to be 300-500 years old. “Old growth forests are
declining fast and they need protection. Infestation in Watauga and Avery counties has
no indication of slowing down, unless we introduce more predators,” Graham said.
Hemlocks can also be saved with a yearly chemical treatment, but Graham said that is
practical for homeowners with one or two trees, not for an entire forest.
Demise of the hemlocks could be devastating. Hemlocks make up 47 percent of the
Southern Appalachian forests—just as the American chestnut once did—and more than
130 wildlife species live in the hemlock ecosystem, Graham said.
As part of his research, Graham documents ﬂora and fauna around the hemlocks,
information that might help facilitate restoration efforts down the road.
“If we had had more information on the American chestnut before all the adult trees
disappeared, scientists might have been able to save the population,” he said.
Graham hopes to breed beetles on a larger scale but says additional funding and lab
space are needed. Anyone interesting in helping with his project should e-mail him at
jg16993@appstate.edu. ■

www.graduate.appstate.edu
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hayes school of music
New Faculty Hires
The Mariam Cannon Hayes School of Music
welcomes three new faculty members:

Eric Koontz

Eric Koontz ﬁlls a new violist
position within the faculty. He is
eager to bring his international
experience to the school. “I sense
some excitement about the viola,
because faculty and students
will be able to play all the chamber music we
want,” he said.
Koontz has taught and performed across the
United States and in Europe, Canada and Israel.
He was a member of the Barcelona Symphony
Orchestra for 14 years. Koontz returned to the
United States after playing in the Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra, which lost its funding in
2003 as a result of budget changes during the
Iraq conﬂict.
Koontz has taught at Yale, UNC Greensboro,
Brevard Music Center and in Spain. He holds
two master’s degrees from Yale University
and a bachelor’s degree from the University of
Cincinnati.

Kim Wangler

Kim Wangler brings extensive
business experience to her new
position as director of the music
industry program. Having previously taught at St. Lawrence University, Wangler is also president
and CEO of Bel Canto Reeds company, a business consultant and event manager.
“Working in Appalachian’s music industry
program is an exciting opportunity. Being at
a university with such great business and
music schools, it’s easy to see why the music
industry students are so bright and motivated,”
she said.
She holds an MBA from Norwich University,
a master’s degree in music from Michigan
State University and a bachelor’s degree from
the Crane School of Music.

Jennifer Snodgrass

Jennifer Sterling Snodgrass previously taught at Indiana UniversityPurdue University Indianapolis,
where she coordinated music
theory classes. She teaches
theory classes at Appalachian.
“I’m excited by the ﬁne quality of musicianship displayed by Appalachian students, and
both the faculty and administration care about
academic and professional development,”
Snodgrass said.
In 2002, Snodgrass won the Innovations
in Teaching with Technology Award for her
work on a computer assisted instruction (CAI)
software program called inForm. The program
guides students through musical form and
illustrates pieces of music.
She earned her bachelor’s degree from Meredith College, master’s degree from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and Ph.D. from the
University of Maryland. ■
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Queen invites Marching Mountaineers
to join parade through London

alumni news

Appalachian’s marching band will take to the streets of London on New Year’s Day
2006 as it participates in the 20th anniversary of the London Parade and Gala Concert
Series.
The band’s invitation was issued by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and her Lord
Lieutenant for Greater London. “We will deﬁnitely hang onto that invitation,” said Scott
Tobias, associate director of bands in the Mariam Cannon Hayes School of Music.
The parade route begins near Big Ben and Westminster Abbey, and passes Trafalgar
Square before ending at Berkley Square. More than 10,000 performers from a dozen nations are expected to march. One million spectators are expected, and the event will be
televised worldwide via satellite.
About 50 Appalachian band
members will also give an indoor
concert while in London.
Tobias expects about 180 of
the 242 band members to make
the journey. He said with more
funding through donations,
more band members will be able
to go.
Tobias said he and the
students are excited about the
potential opportunities for Appalachian and the music school.
“The trip will allow them to
observe musical groups from different cultures,” Tobias said. “In
return, our students will be able
to bring American band culture
to groups from other parts of
the world.”
Parade information is available at www.londonparade.
co.uk. ■

Student named ﬁnalist in N.C.
Symphony Competition
Michael Runyon, a junior music performance
major from Hickory, was one of four ﬁnalists in
the annual North Carolina Symphony Youth
Concerto Competition held in May. He is the
ﬁrst Appalachian student to achieve this
honor.
More than ﬁfty competitors entered
the event, which was judged by North
Carolina Symphony Music Director
Grant Llewellyn and Resident
Conductor William Henry Curry.
Runyon performed Rachmaninoff’s
Concerto No. 2 for Piano and
Orchestra, Op. 18. ■

December 1984

◗ AN APPALACHIAN WINTER:
Remember when there were hardly any trays left in the cafeteria?

Michael Runyon with assistant professor
Bair Shagdaron

www.music.appstate.edu
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alumni news

From the President’s Pen

Actions Beyond Words
The following are excerpts from Statesville
resident Donald C. Haynes’ April address to the
Appalachian State University Alumni Association:
It is a great honor to be elected president of the
Appalachian State University Alumni Association.
As president, I would like to lead the Alumni Council
to commit to Actions beyond Words. We need to
dedicate ourselves to put the talk with the walk more often. I do not
expect the Council to be satisﬁed with the status quo, but to grow to
greater heights, extending Actions beyond Words. We must reach out to
our fellow alumni with messages, hand shakes, smiles, and greetings…
Our development committee needs to continue to work with the
university to set realistic fundraising goals.
Our admissions committee needs to further our ties with the
communities in the eastern part of the state where alumni reside.
Our awards committee needs to identify and recognize deserving
individuals in our alumni ranks as well as distinguished and honorary
personalities in the university family.
Our Black & Gold Committee dealing with promoting Appalachian
apparel and afﬁnity programs needs to step up the efforts to show our
school colors.
Our Alumni Student Connections Committee has been successful
with programs such as Freshmen Move-In Day. I would like to see more of
these connections with current students.
I hope you desire as I do to reach heights never reached before. Let’s
go out into our communities, our neighborhoods, our families, among
our Appalachian Family and board the wagon in accomplishing our
association’s goals through Actions beyond Words.
Donald C. Haynes ’70
President, Appalachian Alumni Association

This issue includes class notes received
by the Advancement Services Ofﬁce
December 7, 2004 through June 8, 2005.

’48

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Rev. Edwin Nosker
Troutman was recently honored
by the Augsburg Lutheran Church
for his contributions and great
leadership by naming a newly
acquired property The Troutman
House. He is serving as visitation
pastor at Augsburg Lutheran
Church in Winston-Salem.

’51

AWARDS/HONORS:

F.P. “Bodie”
Bodenheimer Jr. was inducted
into the Caldwell County
Schools’ Hall of Honor. He
is the president and CEO of
Zickgraf Enterprises, Franklin.

’55
26

■

AWARDS/HONORS:
■

L. Dent Miller
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was awarded the Distinguished
Alumni Award by Appalachian
State University in recognition of
extraordinary distinction and success
in his career ﬁeld, and demonstrating
exceptional and sustained
leadership in his community. He
is CEO and president of LDM
Properties in Claremont.

Lifetime Achievement Award by
the Caldwell Council for Women.
The award recognizes contributions
to the community with the philosophy that Satie Broyhill lived by.

’59

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Kenneth Wilcox,
Boone, was presented the Alfred
Adams Business Leadership Award
by the Boone Area Chamber of
Commerce. ■ Richard Culyer,
since serving as a reading consultant,
and using the Culyer Reading
Strategies, 92 percent of the Florida
schools the he has served have
earned a state grade of A or B,
compared to 13 percent when he
started. He is a freelance reading
consultant in Hartsville, SC.

’62

RETIREMENTS:

■ Ronnie Byrd, from
teaching and coaching junior high
basketball for 41 years in the Gaston
County Schools system, Gastonia.

’64

AWARDS/HONORS:

Dr. Clinton Parker,
granted emeritus status by
Appalachian State University,
Boone. ■ Phillip Lewis, West
Jefferson, has published his ﬁrst
novel, “A Poor Man’s Rain.”

’65

■

AWARDS/HONORS:

Peter Fogarassy
was inducted into the North
Carolina Sports Hall of Fame for his
remarkable career as a swimmer.
He was twice named the ACC
Athlete of the Year while on the
swim team at NC State University.
He is marketing director for Redﬂex
Trafﬁc Systems in Cary. ■ Dr. Waltz
Maynor, awarded the Distinguished
Service Award from University
of North Carolina, Pembroke. He
is retired from the faculty of NC
Central University, Durham.

’66

■

AWARDS/HONORS:

Sen. John Garwood,
Wilkesboro, has been appointed
co-chair of the NC Senate
education committee.

Dr. Louise Cummings
Maynor, awarded the Outstanding
Alumna Award from University of
North Carolina, Pembroke. She is
the chair of the English and Mass
Communication Department at
NC Central University, Durham.

’58

’67

’57

AWARDS/HONORS:
■

AWARDS/HONORS:

Merlin Shull was honored for his service to the town of
Drexel’s community and school system. He is a retired coach, teacher,
and administrator, Drexel. ■ Joyce
Ollis Lawing, Lenoir, was presented with the 2005 Satie Broyhill
■

■

AWARDS/HONORS:

David Steelman has
been selected for a three-year
term on the Yosef Advisory Board,
Appalachian State University, Boone.

’68

■

AWARDS/HONORS:
■

Stokes R. Pearson,

Wilkesboro, was honored as
Senior of the Month in the
Wilkes Journal Patriot. He is
retired from Wilkes Community
College where he served as an
administrator for 18 years.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Walton

Jennette, director of planned giving,
UNC-TV, Research Triangle Park.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Wayne Dabson,
as director of administrative
services, Delaware Tech and
Community College, Dover, DE.

’69

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Sheila Snipes Smith
recently achieved national
certiﬁcation from the National
Board of Professional Teaching
Standards in the area of school
counseling. She is department
chairperson and 8th grade counselor
at South Charlotte Middle School,
Charlotte. ■ Diane Honeycutt,
selected as master of ceremonies
at the Hamlet Rotary Christmas
Parade. She is the president of
Richmond Community College,
Hamlet. ■ Rita Moser Busbee,
Claremont, was appointed to
the Catawba Valley Medical
Center’s Board of Trustees.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Dr. Maggie
Verble Shook, superintendent
of schools, Region 16 School
District, Prospect, CT.

BIRTHS: ■ Harry and Sharon
Simpson Anderson ’85,
adopted a 9-year-old girl,
Monique Kay, in November.

’70

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ H. Thomas Church,
Mooresville, was recently appointed
district court judge in the 22nd
judicial district by Governor
Mike Easley. He is a retired army
lieutenant colonel in the judge
advocacy general program and army
reserves. ■ Robert Connelly Jr.,
Spartanburg, SC, was presented
the Founders’ Day Distinguished
Service Award by the University
of South Carolina Upstate. The
award is presented annually to
honor friends and supporters who
have been instrumental in the
development of the institution.
■ Roland Biesecker was
awarded the Chairman’s Award
by the Chesapeake Division of
the Hampton Roads Chamber of
Commerce for his volunteerism in
Chesapeake business affairs. He is
ﬁrst vice president of Thalhimer/
Cushman & Wakeﬁeld, Chesapeake.

■ Sharon McDonald, Carthage,
as a social worker, Moore County
Department of Social Services.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Cpt. Dennis

Killian, vice president and
business unit director for training
systems, MTC Technologies Inc.,
Dayton, OH. ■ Dr. Brenda
Shumate Wojnowski, president
of Inventive Education Inc., a
subsidiary of the National Inventors
Hall of Fame, Akron, OH.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Gary Childers,
as principal, Watauga High School,
Boone, after 33 years in education.

’71

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Edgar Whitener’s
7th grade band became the
ﬁrst 7th grade band in Caldwell
County to earn a superior rating
at band festival since 1976. His
8th grade band earned its 21st
consecutive superior rating at the
Northwest District Band Festival.
He is a band director at William
Lenoir Middle School, Lenoir.

’72

AWARDS/HONORS:

’73

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Dr. Patton
Reighard, granted emeritus
status by Appalachian State
University, Boone, NC.

Patricia Nelson
Miller, North Miami Beach,
was selected as Woman of the
Year for the city of North Miami
Beach for 32 years of teaching and
community service. She was also
elected communications director of
Fulford United Methodist Church.
■ Craig Forrest, Sylva art gallery
hosted a show featuring his painting
“Caney Fork Snowfall,” among
other paintings. He is a professional
artist at Sleepy Hollow Studio
in Cullowhee. ■ Bill Winkler
received the Award for Excellence
from the Northwestern NC
Bandmasters Association at the
regional All-State competition at
Appalachian State University. He
is the band director at Watauga
High School, Boone. ■ Shirley
East Harris, Troy, was appointed
to serve on the North Carolina
Board of Education, Raleigh. Most
recently she taught English at
West Montgomery High School.
■

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Patricia

Nelson Miller, chair of the ﬁne
arts department and lead teacher
of the CAMERA Entertainment
Academy, North Miami Beach

Alumnus featured
on cover of Money
magazine
After a long and successful career in modeling, Phil
Coccioletti ’75 decided to
follow his lifelong dream and
begin producing ﬁlms. He started
Sugarcamp Productions in New
York, N.Y., a company whose success landed Coccioletti on the cover
of Money magazine in February.

Dent Miller

M. Scott Kelly

In a Money article on career
changes, Coccioletti said that
without a test run and a back-up
plan, his career switch wouldn’t
have been so successful.
He ran Sugarcamp while he
continued modeling, and still takes
occasional modeling assignments.
He’ll soon appear in the Italian
edition of Vogue magazine.

Wilson leads UNC
president search
J. Bradley Wilson ’75 of
Cary is chairing the 13-member
search committee to ﬁll retiring
Molly Broad’s position as president
of the 16-campus University
of North Carolina System.
Broad announced in April
that she will retire by the end of
the 2005-06 academic year.
Wilson has served on the UNC
Board of Governors since 1997.
In April, Appalachian’s College of
Arts and Sciences’ recognized his
dedication to higher education by
presenting the former history major
with its Outstanding Alumnus Award.
Wilson is executive vice president, chief administrative ofﬁcer and
corporate secretary at Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of North Carolina.
Senior High, North Miami Beach.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Ellen

Caldwell, from Glynn County
School System after 30 years in
education, Brunswick, GA. ■ John
Thomas, as a brigadier general,
U.S. Marine Corps, Washington,
DC. ■ Kathy Cline Allman,
as a teacher, Weddington Hills
Elementary, Concord, after
31 years as an educator.

’74

Robert and Paulette Inman

◗ Honoring Alumni and Friends
The Appalachian State University Alumni Association presented its
annual awards during a luncheon in April.
Statesville resident Dent Miller ’55, a former educator and restaurateur,
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award. M. Scott Kelly ’98, a senior vice
president and business banking senior client manager for Bank of America
in Atlanta, received the Young Alumnus Award. Faculty emerita Bettie
Bond, a longtime supporter of Belk Library and co-chair of Appalachian’s
Centennial Celebration among other volunteer roles, was honored with
the Outstanding Service Award. Novelist Robert Inman and his wife,
Paulette, a successful entrepreneur, received the Honorary Alumni Award.
Both have served on advisory boards. Paulette Inman has shared her
business expertise with students, and Robert Inman has been a frequent
guest speaker. He also wrote the lyrics for a musical piece promoting the
university.
Learn more about the awards program and how to nominate individuals
at www.alumni.appstate.edu

She is a fourth grade teacher at
Parkwood Elementary School,
Jacksonville. ■ Cheryl Ashworth
Hunt was named Green Valley
Elementary School Teacher of the
Year. She is a teacher at Green
Valley Elementary in Boone.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Kenneth Weast,
as a teacher at North Henderson
High School, Hendersonville.

’75

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Carole Parham
Wilson, appointed by Governor
Easley to North Carolina
Partnership for the Children, Cary.

AWARDS/HONORS:

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Alma Smith,

■

magistrate for Union County,
Wingate. ■ Margaret Thomas
King, licensure specialist, human

Linda Combs
Lineberger, named teacher
of the year for Onslow County.

Bettie Bond

resource department, Davidson
County Schools, Lexington.
■ William Findt, executive
vice president of development
and college relations, Mitchell
Community College, Statesville. ■
Bradley Wilson, Cary, executive
vice president, chief administrative
ofﬁcer and corporate secretary,
Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC.

WEDDINGS: ■ Barbara
Ann Sharpe and Jack V.
Unruh, Raleigh, April 17.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Edwin Jenks, as
a third grade teacher with Houston
Independent School District,
Houston, TX. ■ Jane Cook Parks,
Charlotte, as a teacher with the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School
system for 30 years. ■ Wescott
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Losses
alumni news
in the Appalachian Family
’47
’63
This issue includes death notices received
by the Advancement Services Ofﬁce
December 7, 2004 through June 8, 2005.

Bertha Willis Stone, 77,
Greensboro, Sept. 15. Glenn R.
Bridges, 88, Charlotte, Aug. 4.

’27
’32
’33
’34

’48

Kathleen Beatty McCorkle,
99, Charlotte, March 22.
Laurie Steward Radford, 94,
Columbia, MO, Nov. 28.
Velva A. Hamrick, 92, Shelby,
Dec. 15.

Mabel Crouse, 95, Crouse,
Oct. 10. Marjorie Crisp, 92,
Winston-Salem, Feb. 13.

’35

Irene Brandon, 91, WinstonSalem, Jan. 7. Pinckney L.
Lackey, 91, Decatur, GA, Jan. 25. Lillie
Pyatt Kincaid, 96, Morganton, March 16.
Hazel Little Padgett, 91, Johnson City,
TN, Jan. 4.

’36

Blanche Kistler Caughman,
89, Lexington, SC, Dec. 24.
Agnes Sims Liner, 90, Winston-Salem,
Jan. 23.

’37

Mildred Parks Reece, 88,
Lexington, Nov. 11. Virgil H.
Padgett, 93, Johnson City, TN, Jan. 5.
Linney Setzer Adams, 91, Boone,
March 28. Anne Brower Caldwell, 89,
Charlotte, Dec. 23. Vivian Cook Fox, 89,
Taylorsville, May 05. Lelia Ayers Willis,
89, Boone, April 18.

’39
’40

Martha Rose Swofford, 87,
Burlington, Oct. 18.

Anna Mae Sherwood, 100,
Vero Beach, FL, Feb. 16. Ralph
Willis, 86,Greensboro, June 5. Lalla Clay
Rolfe, 85, Hingham, MA, Dec. 2. Reka
Waddell Shoemake, 92, Boone, Dec.
17. Martha McDonald Ayers, 87, Cary,
Oct. 18. Annabelle Council Powell,
86, Burlington, Sept. 11. Naomi Tucker
Lowman, 86, Greensboro, May 20. Rev.
James E. Carter, 85, Winston-Salem,
Dec. 1. Pearle Smith Oliver, 85, High
Point, Jan. 21. Elizabeth Monteith
Henderson, 85, Huntersville, June 30.
Charles P. Walters, 87, Shelby, June 17.
Lucy A. Cowles, 86, Concord, May 28.
Mary Hudgins Spock, 84, WinstonSalem, Nov. 14.

’41
’42

Frank H.Yoder, 83, Lincolnton,
May 15.

Georgia Waugh Wilson, 92,
Lenoir, Dec. 31. Claire Wall
Grose, 83, Forest City, Oct. 11.

’46
28

John V. Idol, 87, North
Wilkesboro, Jan. 15.
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Calvin L. Criner, 80, Banner Elk,
April 28. Thomas L. Ward, 79,
Huntersville, March 26.

’50
’51
’52

Woodrow M. Anglin, 88,
Charlotte, April 10.
Viola Upright Joines, 96,
Mooresville, March 5.

Gilmer B. Weatherly, Jr., 83,
Annandale, VA, April 17. Luther
A. Adams, 81, Southern Pines, April 30.
Joe C. Davidson, 77, Burlington, March 2.
Robert A. Gillis, 75, Hope Mills, Jan. 26.

’54

Ann Moses Presnell, 72,
Goldsboro, Sept. 27. Harold S.
Songer, 77, Louisville, KY, Jan. 23. Arlene
Mast McKinney, 74, Murrells Inlet, SC,
April 30. Dr. Richard L. Mize, 77, Barium
Springs, Jan. 8.

’56

Mary Haire Allen, 88, North
Wilkesboro, June 20. Kelly
Cooper, 74, Raleigh, May 3. Anthony A.J.
Simeon, 94, High Point, Dec. 10.

’57
’58

Linda Townsend Eller, 70,
Lakewood, WA, April 9.

Beverly R. Bowman, 69,
Nicholson, GA, Feb. 2. Elizabeth
Witt Lawson, 69, Narrows, VA, May
17. Hilda Barber Goforth, 91, Kings
Mountain, May 2. Roy E. Furr, 74, Boone,
April 29. Robert Blake Jr., 72, Mount
Gilead, Feb. 15.

’59

Betty Hodges McFarland,
67, Greensboro, May 20. She was
an associate professor emerita of English
at Appalachian State University where she
served for 35 years prior to her retirement.
Charles R. Murray, 67, Mouth of Wilson,
VA, July 12. Charles D. Elmore, Sr., 70,
Lexington, Feb.14. Ervin O. Hallyburton,
67, Morganton, April 4.

’60

R. Dale Catlett, 72, WinstonSalem, Nov. 25.Dr. Samuel
Rhyne, 80, Dallas, March 5. Donald W.
Bentley, 69, Blowing Rock, April 19.

’61

Viola Johnson Boyle, 101,
Davidson, Feb. 5. James O.Teal,
90, Myrtle Beach, SC, March 23. W.E.
Smith, Jr., 73, Wilson, Feb. 8.

’62

James B. Woodruff, 70, Candor,
Sept. 26. Rom L. Matlock, 65,
Pearisburg, VA, March 14. Melissa Benton
Fincher, 63, Monroe, March 19. John
Norton, 75, Wilmington, April 13. Roy B.
Franklin, Sr., 78, Swannanoa, Dec. 5.

Ruth King Hartley, 85, Johnson
City, TN, Nov. 22. Benjamin
Johnson Jr., 63, Southern Pines, Dec. 20.
Hoyt A. Jones, 63, Greensboro, April 1.
David Murphy, 65, Southern Pines, Feb. 5.

’64

Gladys Rector Loughlin, 62,
Charlotte, May 27. Elizabeth
Hanna Baker, 88, Gastonia, Nov. 19.

’65

Sylvia Barber Hopper, 62,
Lilburn, GA, April 21. Frank P.
Curtis Jr., 62, Elkin, May 16. Robert L.
LeFever Jr., 61, Roanoke, VA, March 3.

’66

Edward Miller, 69, Reston, VA,
March 14. Sara Etta Moore, 66,
Granite Falls, Feb. 24.

’67

Watt H. Burris, 59, Charlotte,
Oct. 24. Siang-Yuan Chen,
68, Princeton Junction, NJ, April 2. Freida
Lynn Matheney, 58, Waynesboro, VA,
March 9. Jerry W. Underwood, 68,
Monroe, March 7.

’68

George C. Dinsmore, 81,
Jacksonville, FL, Oct. 28. Phillip
C. Poole, 58, Asheboro, Feb. 24.

’69

Hal M. Wallace, 78, Ormond
Beach, March 11. Wade B.
Castevens, 58, Thomasville, Jan. 5. Anita
Byrum Eppley, 72, Boone, March 5.
Dr. George D. Carroll, 58, Kernersville,
Jan. 2. He was the former city manager
for Winston-Salem. Elaine Clawson
Hodges, 56, Blowing Rock, Dec. 26.
Rupert A. Collins, 73, Lumberton, May 6.

’70

Rosalia Covington 82, Raleigh,
May 24. Sandra Smathers
Rodgers, 56, Boone, Feb. 5. Miriam
Crutchﬁeld Cason, 70, Orangeburg,
SC, Aug. 18. Edgar B. Rogers, 56,
Chesterﬁeld, SC, April 22. John W. Burris
Sr., 72, Belton, SC, Feb. 18.

’71

Oliver W. Hauser, 74, Pinnacle,
April 13. Jimmie L. McDaniel,
56, Greeneville, SC, Jan. 16.

’72

Brenda Bianchi Robinson,
54, Charlotte, Jan. 14. Bill Bailey,
69, Sugar Grove, May 21. Dr. Edward R.
Knight, 54, Lenoir, June 30. Jan Terrell
Smith, 54, Greensboro, April 18. Phillip
D. Dearman, 58, Statesville, Jan. 4.

’74
’75

Frances Nelson Johnson, 84,
Boone, June 2.

James H. Snyder, 57,
Winchester, VA, July 3. Ann
Lewis Bessent Blust, 57, North Myrtle
Beach, SC, Sept. 17. Randy J. Daye,
52, Yadkinville, Sept. 15. Charles A.
Honeycutt, 59, Indian Trail, March 12.
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’76

Janie Ray, 50, Vilas, Dec.
31. Burton Taubman, 69,
Roseburg, OR, Sept. 24.

’77

Ruth Huffman Ledbetter,
75, Hickory, Feb. 4, 2005. Helen
Little Morrison, 60, Midland, May 20.
Herbert G. Hipps, 76, High Point,
Dec. 20. Sarah Owens Waddell, 69,
Albemarle, Aug. 28. Jerry W. Porter, 52,
Wilmington, Nov. 5. Edward B. Clayton
Sr., 87, Greenville, July 16.

’78

Dick A. Kiser, 47, Mocksville,
Aug. 8. Dr.Betsy Weller Detty,
80, Salisbury, May 14.

’79

Timothy Heilig, 45, Sophia,
June 28. Gloria Sanders
Barlow, 49, Mountain City, TN, Feb. 8.
Patti Lanier, 52, Statesville, Dec. 1.

’80
’81

Linda P. Hallman, 62,
Lincolnton, Nov. 8.

William M. Blakeney, 80,
Charlotte, July 26. Katherine
Johnston Boyce, 46, Valdese, Nov. 20.
Deane L. Crowell, 76, Boca Raton,
FL, July 19. Dewayne L. Nance, 47,
Asheboro, May 17.

’82

Tom Adams, 70, Linville,
Dec. 22. Richard L. Beaty
Jr., 46, Charlotte, Jan. 5. Lynn Gillispie
Snotherly, 44, Greensboro, Oct. 22.

’83

Ellen Whitener, 47,
Charlottesville, VA, March 22.
Roscoe F. Hager Sr., 63, Henderson,
Dec. 20. Jerry W. Shackelford, 60,
Asheboro, April 21.

’84
’85

Pamela Redden Clark, 42,
Knoxville, TN, June 26.

’86
’87
’88
’93
’94

Patrick B. Oliver, 41, Jonesville,
Aug. 20.

Christina Luan Lumley, 42,
Brown Summit, Sept. 7. Jonathan
R. Hanson, 43, Orlando, FL, Nov. 8.

David L. Probst, 47, Lower
Paxton Township, PA, May 22.
Adrian Bernard Carter, 38,
High Point, Jan. 7.
Mark C. Puett, 33, Gastonia,
May 30.
Sara Deal Temple, 35, Hickory,
April 3.

Calvin “W.C.” Butler, as a band
and choral director, Whiteville
High School after 29 years of
teaching, Whiteville. ■ Terry
Bledsoe, as chief technology
ofﬁcer, Catawba County Schools,
Hickory, after 30 years. He will
start a new position with IBM.

’76

AWARDS/HONORS:

Amy Ward Shelton,
Vilas, was chosen as Woman of
the Month by the Council on
the Status of Women. ■ Jim
Canup was recently elected to
the school board in Florence, SC
District 1 Schools. He is a licensed
professional counselor and director
of the employees assistance
program for McLeod Regional
Medical Center, Florence, SC.
■

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Joseph
Williams, general utility
worker, Morrow Mountain
State Park, Albemarle.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Cynthia Mullen

Poe, Denver, as principal of S.
Ray Lowder Elementary School.

’77

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Edward Wyatt
was honored as a 2004 Main
Street Champion by the Wilson
Downtown Development
Corporation in appreciation
of his contributions to the
downtown revitalization process.
He is retired after serving as the
Wilson city manager, Wilson.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Mark

Dreibelbis, assistant executive
director of the NC High School
Athletic Association, Chapel Hill. ■
Robert Daniel, principal, Catawba
Valley Early College High School,
Hickory. ■ Dr. Algie Gatewood,
president, Portland Community
College’s Cascade Campus, Portland,
OR. ■ Douglas Rice, president
and general manager, Performance
Racing Network, Concord.

RETIREMENTS: ■ Edward
Wyatt as a city manager, after
working in local government for
38 years, City of Wilson, Wilson.

’78

AWARDS/HONORS:

Joni Webb Petschauer
received the Harvey R. Durham
Award for Outstanding Freshman
Advocate at Appalachian State
University. This award recognizes
an individual’s contributions to
improving the freshman experience
on campus. She is the director of
learning communities in General
■

Studies at Appalachian State
University, Boone. ■ Martha
Page Lamb was named a ﬁnalist
for the Northwest Teacher of the
Year of NC. She is the head of
the language arts department
and leader of a landscaping
research project at Mill Creek
Elementary School, Claremont.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Samuel

Powers, economic development
director, City of Asheville,
Asheville. ■ George Miller Jr.,
business banking ofﬁcer, BB&T,
Winston-Salem. ■ Edna Wannis
Cummings, senior consultant
specializing in public sector and
federal services, IBM, Fairfax, VA.

’79

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Forest Ross Jr.,
earned his 200th victory as a
wrestling coach at West Lincoln
High School, Lincolnton. ■ David
Ellis was recently named to the
board of directors for First Citizens
Bank in Newland. ■ Jeannine
Underdown Collins has been
appointed to serve on Appalachian
State University’s Board of Trustees.
She is president of Underdown
and Associates of Boone. ■ Brian
Hiatt has been elected to serve on
the Board of Directors for the NC
League of Municipalities. He is the
Concord City Manager, Concord.

DEGREES: ■ Benjamin

Duncan, master of theology,
Christian Life School of
Theology of Columbus, GA.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ David

Brooks, executive vice president
and chief ﬁnancial ofﬁcer, Main
Street Bank Inc., Atlanta, GA. ■
Martin Stanley Jr., interim athletic
director, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Schools, Winston-Salem. ■
Alec Yasinsac, associate professor
of computer science and awarded
tenure, Florida State University,
Tallahassee, FL. ■ Ivan Randolph
Jr., superintendent, Abbeville County
School District, Abbeville, SC.

’80

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Darryl Robinson,
Raleigh, was recently honored by
Appalachian State University for
his contributions to the basketball
program both as a player and an
assistant coach. ■ Toni Carlton
recently had her art work exhibited
by the Caldwell Arts Council in
Lenoir. She is the owner, director
and curator of Carlton Gallery in
Foscoe. ■ Franklin Rowland Jr.

◗ A U.S. Government Leader
Linda Combs ’68 ’78 was sworn in as controller of the Ofﬁce of Management
and Budget in Washington, D.C., in July after a unanimous conﬁrmation by the
U.S. Senate. “Sound ﬁnancial management helps ensure that taxpayer dollars are
not being wasted, that the government’s ﬁnancial books are in order, and that
government decision-makers have access to accurate ﬁnancial information,”
Combs said in a statement. Since the early 1980s, she has held ﬁve presidentialappointed, Senate-conﬁrmed positions in the U.S. Government. Pictured with her
is husband David Combs. Delivering the oath of ofﬁce is Joshua Bolten, director
of the Ofﬁce of Management and Budget.

has been promoted to the rank
of colonel in the US Army. He is
an information ofﬁcer with the
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology
at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Scott

Faggart, chief ﬁnancial ofﬁcer
of Saurer Inc., Charlotte. ■
Michael Williams, executive
director, Hendersonville Chapter
of the American Red Cross,
Hendersonville. ■ Dennis
Crosby, president and chief
executive ofﬁcer, ACE Westchester
Specialty, Philadelphia, PA.

’81 AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Tamara Propst
Shook won the Richard E. Keasler
Teacher of the Year Award at the
annual NC Music Educators Middle
School conference. She is a chorus
teacher at Arndt Middle School
in Hickory. ■ Tammy Pickler
Crump, semiﬁnalist in the state
for the NC Community College/
First Union Excellence in Teaching
Award. She is the associate dean of
Health and Public Services at Stanly
Community College, Albemarle.

NEW POSITIONS:

■ Mary Gowen, associate dean for
undergraduate programs, George
Washington University School
of Business, Washington, DC.

’82

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Dale Oliver, named
World Team Coach for Wrestling.
He will take the US Wrestling
team to the world championships

held in Budapest, Hungary. He is
a coach and teacher at Marion
Central School, Marion, NY. ■ Joel
Oakley was recently inducted
into the Triad Rugby Hall of Fame.
He was also elected to Business
North Carolina’s Legal Elite and
was certiﬁed by the NC State Bar
Association as a specialist in state
criminal law. He is a self-employed
attorney in Greensboro. ■ Carol
Ritch Parrish recently became a
National Board Certiﬁed Teacher.
She also was named Adviser of
the Year by the NC Family Career
Community Leaders of America.
She teaches family and consumer
science at North Mecklenburg
High School in Huntersville.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Gregory
Greene, vice president of
business development, Wage
Works, San Mateo, CA.

’83

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Susan McDanald Love,
Charlotte, recently inducted into
the NC Tennis Hall of Fame. She
played on Appalachian’s tennis team
from 1979-1983. ■ Paul Johnson,
named Bobby Dodd Coach of the
Year, an award given by the Bobby
Dodd Coach of the Year Foundation
to honor the NCAA Division I
football coach whose program
represents the highest ideals on
and off the football ﬁeld. He is the
head football coach for the US
Naval Academy, Annapolis, VA.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Linda

Lackey Schumacher, marketing
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and Mullins, L.L.P. of Durham. ■ Dr.
Chasse Bailey-Dorton, installed
as president of the SC Academy
of Family Physicians. She is in
private practice in Anderson, SC.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Dina
Murray, Membership Marketing
Manager, BoatU.S., Alexandria, VA.
Aaron Fann

Erin Cobbler

Neal Parnell

William Windley

◗ Creating a Legacy
Each year, the Alumni Association awards scholarships to children of
Appalachian alumni. Recipients of the 2005 Alumni Memorial Scholarship
are Aaron Parker Fann of Granite Falls, son of Glenn Fann ’78; Erin Leigh
Cobbler of Winston-Salem, daughter of Jamie Thomas Cobbler ’86; Neal
Smith Parnell of Winston-Salem, son of Lynn Smith Parnell ’78; William
Davenport Windley of Gastonia, son of Debra Ramsey Windley ’80; and, not
pictured, Sarah Holly Hernandez of Lexington, Ky., daughter of Martin E.
Hall ’75.
To learn more about the scholarship, visit wwww.alumni.appstate.edu.

coordinator for Evening Degree
Program, High Point University,
High Point. ■ Roger Plott,
senior vice president and director
of commercial services, Capital
Bank, Raleigh. ■ Mark Tolbert,
director, Morganton Department
of Public Safety, Morganton.
■ Jimmy Bradley, partner,
Atlantic Coast Marketing Inc.,
Gastonia. ■ Beverly Little
Marsh, assistant vice president,
High Country Bank, Boone.

BIRTHS: ■ Sophia and Alan
Chester, Fort Lupton,
CO, a daughter, SarahRose Elizabeth, Sept. 14.

’84

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ John Jay Howard
won the Small Business of the Year
award from the Cabarrus Regional
Chamber of Commerce. He owns
JHE Production Group in Concord.
■ Kathryn Collins Carstens has
become board certiﬁed in college
health nursing. She is the director
of student health services at
Greensboro College, Greensboro. ■
Lisa Reed Combs received two
superior ratings for the Honor’s
Choral Ensemble and Advanced
Women’s Chorus under her
direction at the Carowinds Choral
Festival. This was the only high
school to make superior ratings at
this event. She is the choral teacher
at Watauga High School, Boone.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Teresa

Little Perryman, senior human
resource specialist, Kimberly-Clark
Corporation, Maumelle, AR. ■
Michael Atwater, southeast
region sales manager, Nitta
Casings Inc., Somerville, NJ.
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’85

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Bennett King made
state history as a high school track
coach when his team became
the ﬁrst and only team in NC to
win both the men and women
indoor and outdoor high school
state track meets. He is a teacher
and coach at West Charlotte High
School, Charlotte. ■ Jay Ferguson
has been ranked among Business
North Carolina magazine’s “Legal
Elite.” He was selected by his
peers as one of the state’s leading
criminal defense attorneys. He is
an attorney with Thomas, Ferguson

Alumnus on New York
Times bestseller list
“Freakonomics: A Rogue
Economist Explores the Hidden
Side of Everything,” co-authored
by Stephen J. Dubner ’84,
reached No. 2 on the New
York Times Bestseller list this
summer. The book, which Dubner
wrote with economist Steven
Levitt, uses economic analysis
to explain what many people
consider to be social mysteries.
For example, the authors
postulate that abortions are
the cause of a recent decline
in violent crimes, and that drug
gangs and corporations have
similar management styles.
“Freakonomics” reached the top
spot on the Wall Street Journal’s
list of business books. Dubner’s
ﬁrst two books, “Confessions of a
Hero-Worshipper” and “Turbulent
Souls: A Catholic Son’s Return to his
Jewish Family,” were also bestsellers.

■ Amanda Caudill Townsend,
instructional services librarian,
Johnson C. Smith University,
Charlotte. ■ Carol Gilchrist
Johnson, vice president for workforce development and continuing
education, Mitchell Community
College, Statesville. ■ Vickie
Waters, controller, Chore-Time
Egg Production Systems, Milford, IN.

BIRTHS: ■ Glenn and Luwonna

Ellis Oakes, Mocksville, a
daughter, Keelyn Ellis, Aug. 11.

’86

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Harry Williams,
appointed to serve on the advisory
board for Wachovia, Boone branch.
He is the associate vice chancellor
for diversity and acting associate vice
chancellor for enrollment services
at Appalachian State University,
Boone. ■ Andrew Ritter was
recently appointed to the Advisory
Board for the Geomatics Degree
Program at North Carolina A&T.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Philip

Koch, marketing manager, SATO
Corporation, Charlotte.

BIRTHS: ■ Teresa and David
Allen Bazzle, Buford, GA, a
son, Brett Allen, March 14.

’87

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Alice Brown Greer
was named Teacher of the Year by
Parkway Elementary School, Boone.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Joseph

Huffman, city manager, city of
Goldsboro. ■ Richard Batson,
prosecuting attorney, US Navy Trial
Service Ofﬁce East, Norfolk, VA.

BIRTHS: ■ Tricia and Richard

Batson, Chesapeake, VA, a
son, Jacob Alexander, Nov. 2.

’88 DEGREES:

■ Nancy
S. Louia, Thomasville,
doctorate in educational
leadership, Nova Scotia University.
■ Kathryn Frye Adams,
doctorate in curriculum and
teaching, UNCG, Greensboro.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ George

Austin Jr., sergeant, Baker 3
division, Charlotte-Mecklenburg

Police Department, Charlotte. ■
John Maas, licensed ﬁnancial
advisor and insurance agent,
New York Life, Charlotte. ■
Dana Frye Scutero, chief
information ofﬁcer, Vigo Remittance
Corporation, Fort Lauderdale, FL.

WEDDINGS: ■ Dana

Frye and Vito Scutero,
Parkland, FL, Oct. 16.

BIRTHS: ■ Nicole and Kenneth
Neeld, a girl, Gabriella Grace, Nov.
1. ■ Cynthia and Milton Kern, a
son, Jeremy Reynolds, Oct. 13.

’89

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Gibbs Smith received a
certiﬁcate of appreciation and group
award in recognition of outstanding
contributions to the CCEP
Diversity Council from USDA.

DEGREES: ■ Maj.Thomas

Hoffman, master of arts
management, Webster
University, Saint Louis, MO.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Laura
Philpot, associate manager of
patient and site management
services, Quintiles, Research
Triangle Park. ■ Thomas
Childers, Indian Trail, principal,
Sandy Ridge Elementary.
BIRTHS: ■ Harold and Rebecca

Kent Lawing ’00, Lenoir, a
son, Holden Gibbs, April 13. ■
Bryan and Melissa Haynes
Bass ’00, Wilkesboro, a daughter,
Ava Mackenzie, April 16. ■
Michael and Elizabeth Harris
Sollecito ’92, Waynesboro, VA,
a son, Michael Anthony, July 17.

in curriculum and teaching,
UNCG, Greensboro.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Patrick

Setzer, senior associate director
of admissions, Appalachian State
University, Boone. ■ Donald
Cornwell, associate director
of the Career Center, Emory
University, Atlanta, GA. ■ Paige
Cline Layne, community affairs
manager, Duke Power, Charlotte.
■ Julia Rothschild Gidney,
director of sales, Great Divide
Lodge, Breckenridge, CO. ■
Denise Allen, product engineer,
Corning Inc. Optical Fiber,
Corning, NY. ■ Timothy Cook,
reservoir engineer, Cairo, Egypt.

WEDDINGS: ■ Dawn

Dishman and Sean Flaherty,
Carolina Beach, Nov. 6.

BIRTHS: ■ Howard and Cheryl

Munn McComas ’89, Bel Air,
MD, a son, Reagan Porter, Nov.
28. ■ Richard and Melanie
Scott Matteson, a son, Zachary
Scott, Dec. 16. ■ Ed and Deidra
Johnston Dickens, Charlotte,
a daughter, Lyric Ruby. ■ Marty
and Margaret Powell Bunch,
Roanoke Rapids, a daughter,
Madison Summer, Aug. 6. ■ Lena
and Joseph Mosteller, Danbury,
CT, a son, Daniel Monroe, Feb.
16. ■ Max and Christy Conley
Smith, Charlotte, a daughter, Leah
Jane, Sept. 7. ■ Timothy Cook
and Michelle Fassell, Houston,
TX, a son, Noah Grant, Aug. 14.

’91

AWARDS/HONORS:

Heather Hickerson
Langdon has been inducted into
Alpha Apsilon Lambda, the honor
society of graduate and professional
school students at Appalachian
State University, Boone. ■ Patrick
Setzer was awarded the
Outstanding Faculty Advisor award
at Appalachian State University. He
is the senior associate director for
the Ofﬁce of Admissions and faculty
advisor for the Appalachian Student
Ambassadors at Appalachian State
University, Boone. ■ Tonya W.
McKinney was named Mabel
Elementary School Teacher of the
Year. She is a teacher at Mabel
Elementary, Zionville. ■ Tom
Wallis, Raleigh, recently released
a ﬁlm, “A Critical Introduction.”

■ Debra Girouard
Poulos received the Rennie W.
Brantz Award for Outstanding
Teaching in Freshman Seminar by
Appalachian State University, Boone.
■ Paula Cranford Gambill,
recently named the 2004-2005
Northwest Region Teacher of the
Year. She is a ﬁrst grade teacher
at Jenkins Elementary School,
Hickory. ■ Michael Coble was
selected as the 2005 winner of
the John Hill Brinton Award for
the Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology. This award is given
to a junior staff member who is
selected by the AFIP’s Scientiﬁc
Advisory Board and is the primary
author of the scientiﬁc publication.
He is currently a post-doctoral
fellow in the Biotechnology
Division of the National Institutes
of Standards and Technology.

DEGREES: ■ Cathy Hinson

DEGREES: ■ Kevin Yoder, master

’90

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Franklin-Grifﬁn, doctorate

of business administration, Elon

◗ Networking with Family
From left, Charlie Adams, Mary Adams, Rich Fulton, Brad Vest and Kate Hoffman reunite at a High Country Alumni Chapter
Event at Coffey’s Restaurant in Boone. Chapter members gathered prior to An Appalachian Summer Festival’s presentation
of The Paul Taylor Dance Company for good fun, food and fellowship. The High Country Alumni Chapter is part of the
Appalachian Family Network, a worldwide alumni communication and event program.
Visit www.alumni.appstate.edu for more information about the Appalachian Family Network group in your area.

University, Elon. ■ Michele
Ribeiro, doctorate degree in
counseling psychology, Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, NJ.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Angela

Hinson Quick, principal, Watauga
High School, Boone. ■ Vickie King
Cook, assistant vice president,
High Country Bank, Boone. ■ Kent
Atkins, assistant athletics director
for sports medicine and facilities,
Lander University, Greenwood, SC. ■
Michele Ribeiro, staff psychologist,
Oregon State University,
Cornvallis, OR. ■ Tamara
Lovings DeBoer, director of
regional merchandising, Food Lion
Corporate Ofﬁce, Salisbury.

WEDDINGS: ■ S. Rae
Beasley and Kenneth Bush,
Winston-Salem, April 2.
BIRTHS: ■ Jon and Anna Kent

Blackwelder ’90, a son, Jon Allyn
Jr., Sept. 21. ■ Laura and William
Davis Blackwell, WinstonSalem, a son, Emory McLaurin,
Sept. 9. ■ Randy and Rebecca
Whitener Riddle, Boone, a
son, Cooper Scott, May 20. ■
Subbappa and Michele Ribeiro,
New Brunswick, NY, a daughter,
River Shravya, April 26. ■ Michael
and Laura O’Neal Laney, a
son, Caleb Michael, Nov. 14.

’92

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Cheryl Johnston
Ball has been named president-

elect by the Volunteer Chapter
of the Public Relations Society of
America. She is the director of
volunteer services for Girl Scouts of
Tanasi Council Inc., Knoxville, TN. ■
Sharon Elliott, chosen as ﬁnancial
consultant of the year by UVEST
Financial Services. She is a senior
ﬁnancial consultant with Gateway
Investment Services, Elizabeth City.
■ Steven Hagaman was named
Teacher of the Year at Valle Crucis
Elementary School in Valle Crucis.
■ Chad Hench, Lexington, was
named Coach of the Year for both
men’s and women’s swimming in the
Central Carolina Conference. He is
an English teacher and Swim Coach
at Central Davidson High School.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Dr. Myra

Bridges Johnson, vice president
of Academic and Student Affairs
at Isothermal Community College,
Spindale. ■ Timothy Peeler,
director of the Learning Assistance
Center and Developmental Studies,
Catawba Valley Community College,
Hickory. ■ Mac Mahaffee, on-air
promotion manager, WKYC-TV,
Cleveland, OH. ■ Steve Wilks,
defensive backs coach, University of
Washington, Seattle, WA. ■ Travis
Noland, head football coach,
Stephens County High School,
Toccoa, GA. ■ Kelly Winslow
Gwaltney, principal, Hunter Huss
High School, Charlotte. ■ Eric
Hawkins, planner III for the city of
Rock Hill, Rock Hill, SC. ■ Ronald

Nalley, town administrator,
Town of Montreat, Montreat.

BIRTHS: ■ Timothy and Selena

Cannon Moretz ’96, a daughter,
Dayna Annette, April 15. ■ Tracy
and Jamie Walker, Chicago,
IL, a girl, Mary Rachel, Aug. 27.
■ Samuel and Shawn Marcis
Beam, Arden, a son, David Luke,
May 20. ■ Darren and Kristen
Schoonmaker Bryant ’90,
Kernersville, a daughter, Ashtyn
Roberts, Feb. 8. ■ John and
Rebecca Rayburn Frank,
Creedmoor, a boy, Ethan Walker,
Sept. 29. ■ Stephanie and Kevin
Ruskin, Charlotte, twin sons,
Evan Michael and Owen Matthew,
April 20. ■ Timothy and Lara
Jenkins Mick, Mount Gilead, a
daughter, Tristan Alise, June 18. Alan
and Amy Smyre Fox, Claremont,
a son, Braeden Caney, Feb. 6.

’93

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Ed Duncan, received
his National Board Certiﬁcation
in Social Studies - History AYA.
He is the director of athletics in
the Avery County School System,
Newland. ■ James McLachlan,
Saint Louis Park, MN, received a
position as a postdoctoral fellow
at the University of Minnesota. ■
Jonathan Taylor has been named
the 2005 Major Gifts Chairman
for the Crosswinds District of
the Occoneechee Council of
the Boy Scouts of America. He
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is the Cary City executive of
the Crescent State Bank, Cary.

DEGREES: ■ Gerri Penley
Martin, doctor of education,
UNCG, Greensboro.
NEW POSITIONS: ■ David

Edwards, assistant vice
president, High Country Bank,
Boone. ■ Gerald Williams
Jr., Florence, SC, purchasing
manager, Simonds International.

WEDDINGS: ■ Michele Peeler
and Aaron Harper, Charlotte,
Sept. 11. ■ Kevin DioQuino and
Kathryn Richards, North Wilkesboro,
Oct. 9. ■ Cameron Roberts and
Reida Jane Smith, Burnsville, Nov. 27.

BIRTHS: ■ Eugene and Loren

Untz Annas, Hickory, a son,
Alexander Thomas, Nov. 22. ■
Jim and Sara Barber Poydock,
Durham, a daughter, Anna Elizabeth,
Aug. 10. ■ Brian and Lynn
Pearson King ’95, Atlanta, GA,
a son, Madison Nelson, Nov. 22.
■ Julie and Jim Epler, Concord,
a daughter, Emily Grace, May
12. ■ Brian and Stephanie
D’Alessandro Hoffman,
Charlotte, a son, Ethan Hill, July 27.

’94

DEGREES: ■ Kimberly
Scism Eagle, PhD in
public administration and policy,
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA.
She is an evaluation manager
with the city of Charlotte.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Kevin

Hartbarger, associate media
director, Zenith Media, New York,
NY. ■ Christopher Pinnix,
assistant athletics director, R.J.
Reynolds High School, WinstonSalem. ■ Todd Pittman, regional
director, DaVita Inc., Atlanta, GA.

WEDDINGS: ■ Kristin Bell and
Paul Adams Jr. ’95, Raleigh, Sept.
12. ■ Kevin Hartbarger and
Christie Lach, New York, NY, Jan. 1.
BIRTHS: ■ Brian and Lara Adams

Brummell, Naperville, IL, twins,
a son, Brooks Adams, and a
daughter, Sydney Ann, Feb 21.
■ Kevin and Luray DeJonge
Rominger, a son, Jesse Wayne,
Sept. 17. ■ John Stone IV and
Sheila Brown Stone ’98, Apex,
a daughter, Morgan Ashley, Oct. 5.

’95

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Hank Foreman
recently had his art work exhibited
by the Caldwell Arts Council in
Lenoir. He is the director and chief
curator of the Turchin Center for
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the Visual Arts at Appalachian
State University, Boone. ■ Brook
Patterson, Winston-Salem,
master’s degree in education
with concentration in sports
management, Nova Southeastern
University. ■ Harven DeShield is
one of four minority law students
selected by New York State Bar
Association’s Environmental Law
Section to receive fellowships in
environmental law. He is a ﬁrstyear student at the University at
Buffalo Law School, Buffalo, NY.

Bullins, Winston-Salem, has
founded Copper Chase Editorial, a
contract writing ﬁrm specializing in
the professional audio, music, and
entertainment industries. ■ Michael
Bond, director of recreational
sports and director of physical
education, Mercer University,
Macon, GA. ■ J.P. Barﬁeld, athletic
director, Emory and Henry College,
Emory, VA. ■ Clark Short, national
account manager of the mid-atlantic
region, Athlon Sports, Nashville, TN.

DEGREES: ■ Christopher Cook,

and Jeffrey Rurka, Raleigh, Nov.
6. ■ Lawrence Blanton and
Caroline Blue, Wilmington, May 21.
■ Latasha Wilson and Dr. Daniel
Lane, Bowling Green, OH, Nov.
27. ■ Gina Ostrea and Brady
Gaster ’95, Charlotte, March 19.

doctorate in curriculum and
teaching, UNCG, Greensboro.
■ Kenneth Walker, doctorate
in curriculum and teaching,
UNCG, Greensboro.

NEW POSITIONS:

Brook
Patterson, assistant commissioner
for the Carolinas-Virginia Athletics
Conference, High Point. ■ Rev.
Carl Sigmon, associate pastor, Mt.
Hermon Lutheran Church ELCA,
Concord. ■ Todd Parker, principal,
Fred L. Wilson Elementary School,
Kannapolis. ■ Kara Langan,
product director, Reach Toothbrush
and Toothpaste Brand at Johnson
and Johnson, Skillman, NJ. ■
Omar Fayez, associate attorney,
Querrey and Harrow, Chicago, IL.
■

WEDDINGS: ■ Julie Geyer

BIRTHS: ■ Strother and Rebecca

WEDDINGS: ■ Mark Love and

Higgins Bullins ’97, WinstonSalem, a son, Starling Helon,
March 11. ■ Chad and Christy
Cooper Secraw, Greensboro,
a son, Nathan Preston, Oct. 24. ■
Danny and Crystal Ledbetter
Peek, Abingdon, VA, a daughter,
Burgin Caroline, July 8. ■ Andrew
and Gretchen Giles-Kornberg,
Pineville, a daughter, Caitlin Reece,
Dec. 20. ■ Erik and Jennifer
Greer Brady, Columbia, MD,
a son, Kyle Elliot, Sept. 15.

Amy Darnell, Fayetteville, March
19. ■ Brandi Cole and Kevin
Taylor, Mocksville, Aug. 29.

’97

BIRTHS: ■ Thomas and Tammy
Langley Gamble Jr. ’96,
Greensboro, a boy, Thomas Henry
III, Nov. 3. ■ Eric and Pamela
Roberts Carr, Jamestown,
a son, Ian, Jan. 30. ■ John and
Dawn Brown Templeton ’94,
Charleston, SC, a daughter, Hayden
Elizabeth, Oct. 15. ■ Brad and
Jennifer Parker Price, Gray, TN,
a daughter, Taylor Marie, Oct. 31.

’96

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Devery Mock, Iowa City,
IA, was recently awarded the James
N. Murray Faculty Award at the
University of Iowa which recognizes
a non-tenured faculty member who
demonstrates outstanding rapport
with students and creates an
exemplary classroom atmosphere.
■ Rodney Smith, selected by his
peers as Teacher of the Year, Oak
Hill Elementary School, Morganton.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Daniel

Friedman, freshman seminar
director, Appalachian State
University, Boone. ■ Strother

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Jimmy and Gretchen
Meyer Bayne, Clemmons, a son,
Joshua Dale, April 11. ■ Scarlet
Monroe, received the Grapevine
2004 President’s Club Award for
the most revenue brought into
the company. She is an executive
recruiter for the Grapevine
Group Inc., Roswell, GA.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Rebecca

Higgins Bullins, sonographer
RDMS, Forsyth Medical Center,
Winston-Salem. ■ W.Todd
Poole, Winston-Salem, district
director for U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx.
■ Anthony Carter, ﬁnancial aid
director, UNC Charlotte, Charlotte.
■ Charles Perdue, assistant
editor, McFarland and Company
Publishers, Jefferson. ■ Lee
Worsley, assistant county manager
of Catawba County, Newton. ■
Dexter Coakley has signed a
ﬁve-year contract to play football
with the St. Louis Rams. ■ Scarlet
Monroe, senior executive recruiter,
Grapevine Group, Roswell, GA.

WEDDINGS: ■ Jason

Smitherman and Lydia Houston,

Conover, Oct. 16. ■ Anna
Harris and Daniel Hovancik,
Myrtle Beach, SC, Sept. 25.

BIRTHS: ■ David and Kristi

Martin Carr, Stanley, a daughter,
Aida Elizabeth, Dec. 2. ■ Andy and
Lori Cook Scott, Roanoke Rapids,
VA, a son, Andrew Dean, March
8. ■ Jonathan and Meredith
Bell Myers ’96, Huntersville, a
daughter, Mia Paige, Oct. 14. ■ Larry
and Dana Hedgepath Messick,
a son, Luke Daniel, Feb. 16. ■
Johnathan and Melinda Lee
Parks, Raleigh, a girl, Anna Elizabeth,
May 2. ■ Brad and Vanessa
Urruela Willis, Charlotte, a
son, Hatcher Jordan, April 27.
■ Richard and Jodi Talley
Hearn, Denton, a son, Brayden
Spencer, April 8. ■ Justin and
Kathy Roach Cort, Woodstock,
GA, a son, Caleb Lee, Feb. 2.

’98

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Gordon Hensley, Boone,
recently directed a production of
“The Wizard of Oz” at the Charles
Mack Citizen Center. ■ Eric
Rawls has recently published a
book titled, “Simplicity: Yes, Life is
Actually This Way.” He is CEO of
Rawls Collaborative Consultants,
Washington, DC. ■ Christy
Absher Brown received National
Board Certiﬁcation in the Early
Childhood Generalist area. She is
a title 1 reading teacher at West
Yadkin Elementary School in
Yadkinville. ■ Derek and Layne
Ray Bryant, Nashville, TN, a
daughter, Eleanor Layne, July 10. ■
M. Scott Kelly received the ﬁrst
Young Alumnus Award presented
by Appalachian State University for
exceptional service to the university
and for career accomplishments.
He is vice president and senior
client manager for Bank of America
Matching Gift Ofﬁce, Smyrna,
GA. ■ Chad Slagle, received
the inaugural award of excellence
by the Watauga County Board
of Commissioners. He is a social
worker with the Watauga County
Department of Social Services,
Boone. ■ Kelly Herman Somers,
Lincolnton, was recently crowned
Mrs. North Carolina America.

DEGREES: ■ Amalie Walker
Hinson, Newton, doctorate
in music education, UNCG.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Eric Rawls,
relationship writer for Soul
Magazine, Soul Publications, San Jose,
CA. He is also principal and CEO
of Rawls Collaborative Consultants,

Washington, DC. ■ Rebecca
Shuttlesworth Lewis, Chapel Hill,
national learning manager, Randstad
North America. ■ Christopher
Crawford, assistant vice president,
Asheville Savings Bank, Asheville.
■ Jason Triplett, community
banking market president, Wachovia,
Boone. ■ Angela McNeill
Walston, director of student
success, Barton College, Wilson.

WEDDINGS: ■ Courtney
Packard and Ryan Orning, Raleigh,
May 7. ■ Jennifer Foster and
Gerald Roope, North Wilkesboro,
Oct. 14. ■ Kirkland West Jr.
and Jenny Chappell, Durham,
Nov. 13. ■ Jacob Ward and
Leslie Elliott, Raleigh, May 7.
BIRTHS: ■ Brian and Jennifer

Olson Jones, Charlotte, a
son, Garrett William, Jan. 19. ■
Aimee and Kenneth Perry,
Greensboro, a daughter, Mary
Jane, March 10. ■ Michael and
Andrea Shell Philbeck,
Cherryville, a girl, Alanna, Sept. 16.

’99

AWARDS/HONORS:

■ Bryan Franklin
played the role of Figaro in the
Asheville Lyric Opera Company’s
production of Mozart’s “Le Nozze
di Figaro,” Asheville. ■ Matthew
Liner, Lexington, directed The
East Davidson High School band
in the playing of the National
Anthem at the spring training game
between the Cincinnati Reds and
the Minnesota Twins. ■ Wendy
Weisner Smith, Boone, was
named the Watauga County Schools
Teacher of the Year. She is a teacher
at Blowing Rock Elementary School.

Emmy winner known for love and respect

R

andy Fulp ’83 is proof that love and respect can make a difference. Fulp is a 10-time
Regional Emmy winner who ﬁlms documentaries for WTVI, a PBS station in Charlotte.
The secret to Fulp’s success is not his perfect lighting, although he is often hired as a
consultant because of his expertise. What sets Fulp’s ﬁlms apart are the love, respect and appreciation he shows for the people in his ﬁlms and their stories.
“When we interview someone for a show, I let them know that I will do my best to represent
them,” Fulp said. “I appreciate their contribution to the story, or if their story was part of history,
I’ll thank them for it and for the sacriﬁces they made.”
Fulp’s most recent Emmy-winning documentary, “Out of the Ashes,” chronicles the transformation of a burned-down church to the McColl Center for Visual Art and the lives of artists who
work in the uptown Charlotte building.
Fulp said his two favorite Emmy-winning productions are “Soul of Passage,” a documentary
about the slave trade to America and the slave ship Henrietta Marie, and a television commercial
for the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra’s membership drive.
Someone once told Fulp, “I can see your faith through your work.”
One documentary changed lives. “A Place Where I Belong” told the story of homeless women
and children in the Charlotte area. After the ﬁlm aired, the school system started a special school
called A Child’s Place. “A Place Where I Belong” also sparked the creation of new shelters for
homeless or abused women.
“The homeless children could go to A Child’s Place and receive not only special care and
love, but shoes, socks, underwear, food or medical care, all within the same building,” Fulp said.
“That’s what life is all about, taking care of one another.”
He recently began work on a puppet show for children. The show will feature an interactive
Web site, which Fulp said is part of a PBS campaign to get “more learning to take place outside
the box.”
– Will Gillespie ’05
A member of the Department of Communication’s alumni council, Fulp speaks to classes a couple times each year.
“I want to give back to the place that gave me my start,” he said.

DEGREES: ■ Bliss Teague,
master’s in communication studies,
UNC Charlotte. ■ Stephanie
Simonson, Denver, CO, master
of business administration,
University of Colorado.
WEDDINGS: ■ Joshua Hoge
and Ashley Smith, Boone, Nov. 6.
■ Cynthia Hill and Richard
Varner, Greensboro, March 12.
■ Sally Robinette and Andrew
Anglin, Winston-Salem, April 2.
■ Traci Chastine and Charles
Churn III, Charlotte, Nov. 6.
BIRTHS: ■ Brian and Jennifer

Carter Bohannon, Concord,
a son, Brian David, Sept. 10.
■ Earl and Felicia BrownAnderson, Williamsburg, VA, a
girl, Chloe Elisabeth, July 19.
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Lyles ’01, Greensboro, Feb. 26.
■ Nicole Wilson and Jason
Hemphill, Anchorage, AL, Feb. 12.

BIRTHS: ■ Stephen and Sherri

Photo by Jeff Tinsley, Smithsonian Institution

Wesley Davis, Oviedo, FL,
a daughter, Colleen Annette,
Aug. 18. ■ Justin and Julie
Crissman Redfern ’01,
Leesville, LA, a daughter, Caroline
Raye, Oct. 28. ■ Stephen
and Jennifer Marchione
Poindexter, Kernersville, a
daughter, Meredith Grace, Nov.
3. ■ Joey and Olivia Pleasants
Whiteside ’99, Pineville, NC,
a son, Elliott Phillip, Aug. 6.

’01

◗ Opening a Museum

Theresa Burchett-Anderson ’01 MA, a researcher for the
curatorial department at the National Museum of the American
Indian, helped create major exhibits in the newest museum to
open on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

The National Museum of the American Indian opened to the
public in September 2004 to tell the story of American Indians
in their own voices. Burchett-Anderson, who has worked for
the museum since 2001, researched historical sections for the museum’s “Our
Peoples” exhibit, which depicts how native people have kept their cultures alive
during the past 500 years. The sections she worked on include the impact of
European contact and disease; use of native plants; and the inﬂuence of guns,
government, and religion on native life.
Part of the Smithsonian, the National Museum of the American Indian has
800,000 objects representing 10,000 years of history, from more than 1,000
indigenous cultures in the Western Hemisphere.
Burchett-Anderson earned her master’s degree in Appalachian studies. She
spoke with students in Plemmons Student Union’s Multicultural Center during
spring semester about the museum and her work.

’00

AWARDS/HONORS:

Anne Gwaltney
Wilson was named Teacher of the
Year at Hardin Park Elementary,
Boone. ■ Declan Halpin’s
sculptural paintings are being
featured in the Clark Gallery in
Boston, MA. His work has also
been featured in exhibits in New
York, North Carolina, Rhode Island,
and Massachusetts. ■ Timothy
Walker received a superior rating
for the Watauga High School
Honors Orchestra performing
under his direction at the NC
Western Region State Orchestra
Festival in Charlotte. He is the
orchestra director for Watauga
High School, Boone. ■ Thomas
Smith Jr. was commissioned
as a student of the Campbell
Divinity School, Buies Creek.
■

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Emily

Thomas Meehan is the recipient
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of the Viacom Chairman and
CEO Recognition Award. She
is the associate editor of Simon
and Schuster Books for Young
Readers, New York, NY. ■ Stephen
Coenen, human resources
generalist, Tyco Healthcare, St. Louis,
MO. ■ Adam Neal, tax analyst,
Stock Building Supply Inc., Raleigh.
■ Tony Sears, city manager,
Randleman. ■ Tony Holland, major
accounts district manager, ADP
of Charlotte. ■ Chase Johnson,
small business lending coordinator,
Asheville Savings Bank, Asheville.

WEDDINGS: ■ Emily Thomas and
Sean Meehan, New York, NY, Sept.
18. ■ Carolyn Muller and David
Rodgers ’01, Mount Pleasant, SC,
April 16. ■ Jennifer Shaw and
Bradley Collins, Mount Airy, Dec. 18.
■ Tanya Carmichael and David
Keith Svec, Bent Mountain, VA, Oct.
16. ■ Mary Bardelas and Robert

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Ashley Wooten, Marion,
recently completed the County
Administration Course at the
School of Government at UNC-CH.
■ John Stone, accepted into MBA
program at Wake Forest University,
Winston-Salem. ■ Brandi Ryans,
New York, NY, won the role of
Brenda Gee in the ESPN movie, 3.

DEGREES: ■ Crystal Keller-

Coffey, Matthews, master
of business administration,
Winthrop University.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ John Stone,
regional sales manager, The Systems
Depot Inc., Hildebran. ■ Kyle
Richardson, wide receivers
football coach, Southeastern
Louisiana University, Hammond,
LA. ■ Bradley Hines, ﬁnancial
advisor, Merrill Lynch, Asheville.
■ Amelia Mann, assistant
director of admissions, Florida
State University, Tallahassee, FL.
■ Trisha Meier Coleman,
supervisor of ﬁnance, Novant
Health Care, Winston-Salem.

WEDDINGS: ■ Ashley Goad
and John Broadhurst, Houston,
TX, Aug. 7. ■ Bradley Hines
and Wendy Hall, Swannanoa, Nov.
7. ■ Leigh Henry and Jason
Kelley ’00, Charlotte, Oct. 2. ■
Meredith Owensby and Barry
Harrell ’99, Kernersville, Oct. 2.
■ Catherine Lane and Tony
Holland ’00, Charlotte, May 21. ■
Diane Cook and Alan Wagner,
High Point, Nov. 5. ■ Jason
Hughes and Julie Turner, Hudson,
April 16. ■ Margaret Abbey and
Zane Sharpe, Charlotte, Jan. 22.

BIRTHS: ■ Todd and Michelle

Horn Atchison, Greensboro,
a son, Hayden Glenn, Dec. 4.
■ Chris and Trisha Meier
Coleman, Winston-Salem, a
son, Camden Alan, July 29.

’02

AWARDS/HONORS:

Elizabeth Laney,
Walterboro, SC, just completed her
ﬁrst professional exhibit, “Shaking
the Jug: The Tuskegee Airmen at
Walterboro Army Air Field.” She
was also accepted into museum
studies graduate program at
George Washington University.
■

DEGREES: ■ Heidi Williams,
master of arts in college student
development, Appalachian
State University, Boone.
NEW POSITIONS: ■ Heidi

Williams, director of career
services for Walker College
of Business, Appalachian State
University, Boone. ■ Sydney
Roland, track and ﬁeld coach,
Patrick Henry High School, Glade
Spring, VA. ■ Rachel Bowling
Schroeder, human resources
coordinator, Kingston Plantation,
Myrtle Beach, SC. ■ Alison Sink
Vanoy, analyst, Universal Solutions
International, Winston-Salem.
■ Brooke Bauer, corporate
marketing analyst for Wachovia’s

Young graduate
promotes art of poetry
Poetry is like music. There’s
enough variety that everyone can
ﬁnd something to like, says Lisa
Kwong ’04, a poetry ambassador
of sorts.
Kwong
writes poetry,
participates
in readings,
generates
interest in
poetry events,
and keeps people aware of the
importance of poetry in our lives.
Through Kwong’s efforts while
living in Boone, Mayor Velma
Burnley signed a proclamation
recognizing April as National
Poetry Month in Boone.
Kwong of Radford, Va., started
writing poetry in the eighth grade,
yet she developed her passion
while an Appalachian student.
She has been published in several
magazines and is a founding
member of Lyric, a freestyle rap
and spoken-word poetry club.
“Poetry allows me to say things
I normally wouldn’t say in real conversation, and shatters the quiet
girl image that I have long been associated with in my life. I love constantly surprising people,” she said.

Wealth Management Division,
Winston-Salem. ■ Andrew Green,
sales manager, High Country Media,
Banner Elk. ■ Geoffrey Ferland,
commercial loan ﬁnancial analyst,
Home Trust Bank, Asheville.

WEDDINGS: ■ Kelly Tysinger
and Jeremy Adams, Boone, Oct. 23.
■ Amanda Wells and Charles
Bridges ’03, Richmond, VA, Aug.
14. ■ Phillip Brown and Kelly
Larson, Horse Shoe, June 26. ■
Amber Johnson and Nicholas
Carroll, Greensboro, Dec. 31.
■ Carrie Hauser and Kevin
Venable, Mount Airy, Dec. 18. ■
Erin Wade and David Holland
’01, Mooresville, Nov. 6. ■ Heather
Simpson and Thomas Mehaffey
’03, Gastonia, Dec. 11. ■ Amy
Todd and Tyler Gage, Charlotte,
April 2. ■ Elizabeth Godwin
and Freeman Denton, Asheville,
April 23. ■ Kristen Brush
Justice, Mount Pleasant, Dec. 11.

BIRTHS: ■ Joshua and Holly

Kimbrell Page ’00, Hickory,
twin sons, Tanner Christian
and Connor Philip, Feb. 16.

’03

AWARDS/HONORS: ■

Erin Cook, Boone, was
accepted into the Hofstra School
of Law and received their Child
and Family Advocacy Fellowship. ■
Meredith Russell, has graduated

from the Secret Service Uniform
Division Academy, Washington, DC.

DEGREES: ■ Lynsey Petree,
Winston-Salem, master of healthcare
administration, UNC-Charlotte.
NEW POSITIONS: ■ Robert Glaser,
geologic technician, Moody and
Associates, Houston, TX. ■ Ezell
Williams, membership specialist,
Girl Scouts, Hornets’ Nest Council,
Charlotte. ■ Patrick Gravinese,
IT consultant, CGI-AMS, Los Angeles,
CA. ■ Michael Edwards, staff
auditor, Davidson, Holland, Whitesell
and Company, PLLC, Hickory. ■
Leon Moore, defensive lineman,
Daytona Beach Hawgs, Daytona
Beach FL. ■ John Mannino,
fullback/linebacker, Florida Firecats
arena football team, Estero, FL.

WEDDINGS: ■ Trisha Caviness
and Will Muse, Troy, Dec. 18. ■
Candace Brotherton and
Jordan Rowan ’04, Boone, May 15.
■ Amanda Metzler and David
Pierce, Cary, Oct. 16. ■ Kandi Ellis
and William Hendricks, Hickory,
Oct. 23. ■ Elizabeth Robbins
and Chris Burleson, Morganton,
Sept. 18. ■ Jesi Cody and Robert
Campbell, Pittsboro, March 19. ■
Dana Spears and Trent Hyatt,
Arden, Dec. 19. ■ Susan Harris and
Michael Fletcher ’00, Charlotte,
April 30. ■ Amy Parrott and

Bradley Walker ’02, Whitsett,
April 30. ■ Heath Patrick and
Lea Mueller, Hendersonville, Oct.
2. ■ Jason Williams and Laura
Kirkpatrick Williams, Candler, Jan.
8. ■ Anna Farris and Timothy
Donlan, Charlotte, Sept. 18.
■ Alisha Little and Joe Lion,
Holly Springs, Oct. 23. ■ Jennifer
Cole and Joseph Whipple
‘02, Lakewood, WA, Sept. 25.

BIRTHS: ■ David and Erin

Green Reif, Boone, a daughter,
Greenlee Elizabeth, Jan. 10.

’04

AWARDS/HONORS: ■ Gail

Meister was awarded the
First Year Teacher of the Year Award
at McGee’s Crossroads Elementary
School in Angier. She also received
the Harnett County First Year
Teacher of the Year Award as well.

NEW POSITIONS: ■ Nathan New,
Aberdeen, associate claims track,
Zurich North America. ■ Somer
Privette, foreign currency trading,
Cantor Fitzgerald, London, England.
■ Nate McKinney has been signed
by the Houston Texans football
team, Houston TX. ■ Eric Pittman,
police ofﬁcer, Kernersville Police
Department, Kernersville. ■ Nora
Carter, president, Children and
Family Services Association of NC,
Raleigh. ■ Terri Womble, editor,
Kernersville News, Kernersville. ■

Nezar Whitsett, insurance agent,
AF Insurance Services Inc., Elkin.
■ Katie Yarborough, laboratory
technician, Tri Test Inc., Raleigh. ■
DaVon Fowlkes, wide receiver,
Indianapolis Colts, Indianapolis, IN.
■ Thomas Herron, offensive/
defensive line, Albany Conquest
arena football team, Albany, NY.

WEDDINGS: ■ Jennifer Michael

and Christopher Kolasinski
’99, Lincolnton, Dec. 18. ■ Linda
Wirzbicki and Ronald Payne,
Hampstead, Jan. 1. ■ Elizabeth
Tunstall and Brett Swaim, Boone,
April 23. ■ Amanda Wilson and
Nathaniel Lyda, Hendersonville,
Aug. 14. ■ Dana Sorrells and
Malcolm Anderson, Asheville,
Dec. 18. ■ Mollie Ames and
Jonathan Greenhill, Richmond,
VA, May 29. ■ Aaron Hines and
Lindsey Hanisch, Lenoir, May 21.
■ Diedre Osborne and Brian
Maloney, Gastonia, Oct. 2. ■ Kristin
Williams and Nicholas Baughn
’02, Charlotte, June 18. ■ Emily Fox
and Matthew Locke ’03, Columbia,
SC, Dec. 18. ■ Laura Shearin and
Joseph Brown ’01, Gastonia, Dec.
18. ■ Wendy Phipps and Eric
Clifton, Mountain City, TN, July 10.
■ Meredith Kahler and Joshua
Shehan, Mooresville, March 5.

Elevate Your Game Day Experience
Celebrate the black & gold
way and join us for the best
in tailgating this Fall!
Information packed Tailgate Guide
Gameday Tailgate Parking in Raley Lot & additional areas
Mountaineer Tailgate Village area at Tomlinson park
ASN’s Pigskin Prelude at Touchdown Yosef
Mountaineer Marching Band
Contests for the best Mountaineer fan tailgate set-up
Much, much more

WWW.TAILGATEATTHEROCK.COM

Friday, Oct. 28

Noon-3:00 p.m.

6:00-9:00 p.m.

Class Reunions for class of 2000,
1995, 1990, 1985, 1980 and 1975

Spirit Under the Stars

A pep
rally with bonﬁre, ﬁreworks and music

1:30-3:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m.-Midnight

Noon-3:00 p.m.

Mountaineer Luau Party

with

DJ Chad Sain ’84
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Friday Alumni/Student
Event with Captain Cook and the
Coconutz

Saturday, Oct. 29
9:00-10:00 a.m.

Appalachian Friends
Breakfast Kaukau Complimentary

for alumni and friends at McKinney Alumni
Center.
10:00 a.m.-Noon

Tours of the new Library
11:00 a.m.

Homecoming Parade

Yosef Clubroom lunch
Aloha Appalachian
Tailgate Bash
3:30 p.m.

Appalachian vs. UTC
Football Game Wear your black

& gold and your best Hawaiian apparel. Call
800-919-APPS for tickets.
7:30-10:30 p.m.

Silent Auction to beneﬁt the Yosef
Club for Student Athlete Scholarships and the
Alumni Memorial Scholarship.
9:00 p.m.

Step Show & DJ Dance
8:30 p.m-12:30 a.m.

Mountaineer
polynesian Party
with The Coastline Band

HOMECOMING
OCTOBER
28-29,2005
To receive a brochure with
full details, call
1-866-756-ALUM (2586)

see full schedule at www.homecoming.appstate.edu
Appalachian Today
ASU Box 32014
Boone, North Carolina 28608-2014

