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Our university wrapped up a great summer celebrating the 22nd Appalachian Summer
Festival and the 20th Rosen Outdoor Sculpture Competition and Exhibition. Now, we
open the 2006-07 school year with our most academically
gifted freshman class in the school’s history – plus, new
funding from the N.C. General Assembly to further
enhance the educational experience at Appalachian State
University and a national championship football team that’s
preparing to “Go for 2.”
It is great to be a Mountaineer. Let me tell you why:

Ailey II Dance Company;
8 p.m. Farthing Auditorium

Our newest students – approximately 2,675 freshmen
– have an average SAT score of 1130, which is a 29 point
increase over 2001 and a 55 point increase over 1998. Their
current grade point average is 3.7, with 29 percent having
a 4.0 or higher GPA. This represents the largest, the most
competitive and the most diverse applicant pool in the
history of Appalachian.

A Scottish Christmas
with Bonnie Rideout; 8
p.m. Farthing Auditorium

A record number of young people applied for admission
this year, too – a 7 percent increase over last year. Obviously, more and more young people
desire an Appalachian education, and we will deliver on our promise to provide the best
educational opportunities possible.

“A Christmas Carol:
Scrooge and Marley” by
Israel Horovitz (adapted from
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol”); 8 p.m., plus 2 p.m.
Dec. 3, Valborg Theatre

The N.C. General Assembly strongly supported higher education in its new state
budget. Legislators funded Appalachian’s enrollment growth, provided funding for
substantial staff and faculty salary increases, earmarked repair and renovation money,
approved funds to help us further develop our health care initiative, and awarded $1.8
million for planning and design of a new college of education building.

Royal Winnipeg Ballet:
“Dracula”; 8 p.m.
Farthing Auditorium

With a new college of education building, our university has the opportunity
to be the visionary leader in addressing North Carolina’s needs for teacher
preparation, not just now but for the future. Our commitment is to improve
our already-solid teacher preparation program so it can serve North Carolina
even better.

W.S. Penn

Loyal alumni led by Alumni Association President Damian Carper ’97
were instrumental in securing this funding. They told Appalachian’s story
off the mountain, reminding legislators that Appalachian serves all of North
Carolina, not just the immediate region. In fact, our top feeder counties are
Mecklenburg, Watauga, Wake, Guilford and Forsyth.

Appalachian State University:
www.appstate.edu
Alumni Affairs:
www.alumni.appstate.edu

We recently opened a new student recreation building and finished
renovations to Rankin Science. We are converting the former Quality Inn
into Appalachian Panhellenic Hall for sorority housing and have broken
ground on three projects: a new dining facility, parking deck and athletics
facilities enhancements.

Admissions:
www.admissions.appstate.edu
Athletics:
www.goasu.com

A summer of achievements has transitioned to a fall of new possibilities.
Thank you for your support of Appalachian, and I look forward to what we
can further accomplish together.

Stephen Dubner ’84

Office of Cultural Affairs:
www.highsouth.com/oca
Human Resource Services:
www.hrs.appstate.edu

Sincerely,

University Advancement:
www.give.appstate.edu

Kenneth E. Peacock
Chancellor

Appalachian State University is committed to equality of educational
opportunity and does not discriminate against applicants, students
or employees on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, age, disabling condition or sexual orientation. Appalachian also
actively promotes diversity among students and employees.
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Preservation Hall Jazz Band

For a complete listing of cultural events on campus
and admission information, visit Appalachian’s
Arts Calendar at www.highsouth.com/arts/
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Biology professor Mark Venable and student Heather Martin study the toxicity of organic compounds that might
be used in fuel cells as part of a three-year, $60,000 grant from the Merck Institute for Science Education and the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.The grant is designed to encourage collaborative research
between chemists and biologists.Venable and Martin teamed up with chemistry professor Nicole Bennett and
student Glenn Harris to study the organic compounds. A total of four interdisciplinary teams at Appalachian
looked at various scientific topics.
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on campus

Quotes to Ponder

“

Alternative Spring Break will go down as one of
the best experiences… I learned so many lessons in
grace, compassion, giving and teamwork.

”

–Allison Casey in The Appalachian newspaper, on helping with hurricane
disaster relief in Gulfport, Miss. She was one of 100 students, faculty and staff
who went on the university-sponsored trip.

Everyone will run into problems, but you need to
“keep
your eye on the solution.
”
–Ret. Major Dale Collie, to graduates of the College of Fine and Applied Arts at
May commencement.

Mountaineers win two
Southern Conference cups
Appalachian won the Southern Conference’s 2006 Commissioner’s and Germann
Cups, presented annually to the league’s
top all-around men’s and women’s sports
programs.
Appalachian is the only school in SoCon
history to win both cups in the same year, a
feat it has now accomplished six times. The
university last won both awards in 1991-92.
Also among the SoCon’s highest honors,
Richie Williams ’05 won the prestigious Bob
Waters Male Athlete of the Year Award.

Planning begins for new
College of Education building
Appalachian received $1.8 million from
the N.C. General Assembly in July to plan the
design and construction of a new Reich College of Education building.
Securing funding for a new education
building has been a priority of Chancellor
Kenneth E. Peacock since he was named
chancellor in 2004.
The Reich College of Education is currently housed in Edwin Duncan Hall, built
in 1965. Duncan cannot accommodate
additional faculty and staff offices needed
for expanding programs, nor does it contain
sufficient space for the college’s clinical training, according to Dean Charles R. Duke.
The college’s counseling program, for example, has been cited by its accrediting agency for inadequate clinical space, according to
Duke. “We’d also like to see a building that is

◗ PRINTERS INK: Student Rebecca Long and faculty member Tom Reeves test out a new Heidelberg
printing press in the graphic arts and imaging technology program.

In the Walker College of Business,
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the Center for Entrepreneurship pulls
together existing education and outreach
activities, while the Center for Applied
Research in Emerging Technologies
focuses on research and outreach conducted for the business community.
The trustees also approved the new
Center for Judaic, Holocaust and Peace
Studies, which has operated as an office
for several years within the College of Arts
and Sciences.

Grants awarded to strengthen
faculty’s work
The Appalachian
State University Foundation has awarded
$50,000 to 16 professors and instructors to
support their professional development.
The Foundation
Fellows Program,
a new initiative, offered awards ranging
◗ TOP AWARD: Associate
from
$650 to almost
Professor Matt Robinson
received $4,579 to start a $5,000. Part-time
social justice and human instructors to tenured
rights center on campus. faculty will use them
to enhance their
teaching, scholarship or creative activity.
Jerry Hutchens, Appalachian’s interim vice
chancellor for university advancement, said
members of the foundation board “want to
do everything possible to make our faculty as
strong as possible.”
Created in 1970, the Appalachian State
University Foundation is a support organization of the university that receives and invests
private funds to help further the institution’s
academic mission.

Wallace, others named
to administrative posts
Cindy Wallace, a 20-year employee of Appalachian, has been named vice chancellor
for student development following a national
search.

New centers will enhance community outreach
Appalachian’s Board of Trustees has
approved the establishment of four new,
self-sustaining centers on campus.
In the College of Fine and Applied
Arts, the board approved the Thomas W.
Reese Graphic Arts and Imaging Technology Center to expand opportunities for
students and faculty to engage in training
and research related to the graphic arts
industry, and provide training programs
for professionals in the region.

more open to our public school partners for
after-school programs and grant programs,
and that is more student friendly, with places
for students to collaborate with each other or
with faculty in group study,” Duke said.

“Her understanding of and commitment
to our university, coupled with the respect she
has earned in our community, will enable her
to provide exemplary leadership that will benefit the students, faculty and staff,” Chancellor
Kenneth E. Peacock said.

◗ MOVIN’ ON UP: Inadequate space in Edwin Duncan
Hall has prompted design of a new education building.

Wallace came to Appalachian in 1984 as
coordinator of the university’s special services
program. She also directed the Learning As-

Photo credit: Troy Tuttle

on campus

◗ Breaking a Sweat: Senior Rachel Rothstein spots junior T.J. Safrit as he lifts

weights in the new student recreation center that opened in April. The building is designed to meet students’
interests from aerobics and intramural sports to rock climbing. It houses a 50-meter pool, a 50-foot indoor
climbing wall, a 7,400-square-foot weight room and cardio-fitness area, indoor track, basketball/volleyball
courts, and a gymnasium for indoor soccer, lacrosse
and football. Funded by student fees, the new
center replaces recreational space lost as Broome
Kirk Gymnasium was demolished to accommodate
a new dining hall. It is located at the corner of
Bodenheimer Drive and Rivers Street. Super-sized
student recreation facilities are becoming common
on college campuses as students integrate recreation
and wellness into their daily routine.

sistance Program for five years.
She was named interim associate vice chancellor for enrollment services in July 2002,
and associate vice chancellor for enrollment
services in July 2003. Wallace had served as
interim vice chancellor for student development since July 2004.
Gregory M. Lovins has been named
interim vice chancellor for business affairs,
replacing Jane Helm who is retiring after 12
years of service to Appalachian. Lovins previously had been associate vice chancellor for
administration.
David P. Haney has been named associate
vice chancellor for academic affairs. He was
previously chair of the Department of English.
Jesse L. Lutabingwa has been named

associate vice chancellor for international
programs. He comes from Florida A&M University where he was assistant vice president
continued

NUMBERS
11,135

students applied for
admission to the 2006 freshman class

2,675

slots were available

28,817

alumni a month,
on average, visit the Appalachian Alumni
Association’s web page, www.alumni.
appstate.edu.
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on campus
for international education and development.
Holly P. Hirst has been named associate dean for graduate studies in the
Cratis D. Williams Graduate School.
She had served as interim associate
dean since August 2005. A professor of
mathematical sciences, Hirst joined the
Appalachian faculty in 1990.
Biology professor Dru A. Henson has
been named an assistant dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences. She served
as assistant chair of the Department of
Biology since 2000 and has taught at Appalachian since 1987.
Jeanne Dubino has been named
chair of the Department of English. A
Virginia Woolf scholar, Dubino most
recently headed the English department
at Southeastern Louisiana University.
Glenda Treadaway, professor of communication, has been named chair of
the Department of Communication after
serving as interim chair since June 2005.

Peace Corps partnership
signed
Appalachian
has become a partner in the Peace
Corp’s Master’s
International program, a domestic
program that enables individuals to
pursue graduate degrees while serving in
the Peace Corps.
As a partner, Appalachian will offer
degree programs in elementary, mathematics and English education.
Students in the Master’s International
program will spend a year on campus
before going overseas for their 27-month
Peace Corps service. After completing
their service, students finish their graduate coursework or begin their careers.
The Peace Corps has established
Master’s International partnerships with
more than 45 universities nationwide.
During the Peace Corps’ 45-year
history, 167 Appalachian alumni have
served in the field. As of June, there were
13 alumni currently serving.

Faculty Kudos
Doris Bazzini (psychology)
received an Award for Excellence in Teaching from the UNC
Board of Governors.
Maj. David Hollis and Master Sgt. Trevor
Wilson (military science and leadership)
received the Meritorious Service Medal
from the U.S. Army for service performed
as Appalachian ROTC Cadre.
John Craft (technology) received an award from the International Graphic Arts Education Association for serving
as first vice president during 2003-05.
Steven J. Hageman (geology)
received a Fulbright Scholar
grant to conduct research
in Croatia at the Rudjer
Boskovic Institute.
Jerianne Taylor (technology) was one of
six in the nation recognized as a 21st Century Leader Associate by the Council on
Technology Teacher Education.
Ken Jenkins (leadership and
educational studies) received a
N.C. Professor of Educational
Leadership Award from the
North Carolina Association of School
Administrators for his work as director of
the UNC General Administration’s
Principals’ Executive Program and for his
service to the profession.
Ozzie Ostwalt and Sandie
Gravett (philosophy and
religion) have been named
executive director and deputy
director, respectively, of the
Southeastern Commission for
the Study of Religion.
Ed Rosenberg (sociology and
social work) received the Gordon Streib Academic Gerontologist Award from the Southern Gerontological Society for his scholarship, teaching excellence and service to
the profession.

GEAR UP
Appalachian receives $6.8 million to help
more students in Western North Carolina
finish high school and succeed in college
By Linda Coutant ’01 MA
Editor

and cultural activities, and scholarship application
assistance.

Growing up, Lauren Roland of West Jefferson
didn’t think much about life after high school.
Neither of her parents attended college, so postsecondary education was rarely discussed.

GEAR UP also benefits Appalachian students who
volunteer as mentors and tutors – many of them
teacher preparation majors within the Reich College
of Education.

But starting in the 8th grade, she participated in
a program called GEAR UP that encouraged her
and her classmates to think about their futures: what
careers they dreamed about, what they hoped to accomplish in life, and how to make it happen.

Among the Appalachian GEAR UP Partnership’s
successes, greater than 95 percent of Ashe County
Middle School students scored at or above grade
level in reading and math in 2004 and 2005,
compared to 71 percent in 1998, the year before
GEAR UP started. This earned Ashe County Middle
School an “Honor School of Excellence” designation.

The program was offered in Ashe County by Appalachian State University.
“Having someone push us along was a big help,”
said Roland, age 19. The Ashe County High School
graduate was accepted at two out-of-state schools
and enrolled at N.C. State University last fall. “They
got us to do things we wouldn’t have thought of, like
developing leadership skills and learning how to get
scholarships.”
Based on its success with Ashe County students
like Roland, Appalachian received a second grant
for GEAR UP, a national initiative to accelerate
student’s academic achievement so that increasing
numbers will graduate from high school and enroll
and succeed in college.
The six-year, $6.8 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Education allowed the Appalachian
GEAR UP Partnership to begin work this year with
nearly 3,500 students in Alleghany County, Burke
County, Avery County, and Hickory school systems.
The grant requires matching cash or in-kind
contributions from Appalachian and community
partners, so the value of the project totals nearly $14
million.
Through its GEAR UP partnership, Appalachian
provides professional development for teachers and
administrators, including graduate course work and
classroom resources; support for innovative school reform; parent and family programming, including how
to secure financial aid; and after-school and summer
programming for students.
Specific activities for students include tutoring and
mentoring, SAT preparation, college visits, field trips
◗ PERSONAL BEST: GEAR UP students practice teamwork and
risk taking in Appalachian’s new student recreation center.
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As GEAR UP students matriculated through high
school, their SAT scores increased as well. When
the first cohort of GEAR UP students took the SAT
last school year, the average score jumped 55 points
to 1041, up from 986 the previous year.
“There are activities associated with GEAR UP that
clearly are working. The intent of GEAR UP is to go
in, facilitate systemic change and leave professional
development and programs in place so that GEAR UP
can be sustainable,” said Chuck Bowling, director of
College Awareness Programs at Appalachian.
Expanding to new school districts is needed, Bowling said, because the freshman-to-senior retention
rate for high schoolers in the service region is about
60 percent – 10 percent below the national average.
Bowling noted that the economic distress in these areas is high as well, with Alleghany and Avery counties
having poverty rates above the state average.
Because about a third of adults in these areas don’t
have a high school diploma and only 12.8 percent
hold a bachelor’s degree, students likely won’t get
much support for education from home.
“We will work to help students stay in high school
and finish their degree so they are ready for the next
step, and help them find education past high school,”
Bowling said.
Roland, who received $6,000 in scholarships from
local agencies toward her education, said she appreciates what she learned through GEAR UP.
“Really focus on what they have to say,” she advises
the next wave of GEAR UP participants. “Take it to
heart and apply it to your life – it will really help.” n
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By Jodi (Wright) Hartley
Students’ “fiery passion for sustainability”
has made Appalachian State University a
national leader in sustainable biodiesel
production.
An interdisciplinary team of students was
among six teams to win a U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency P3 (People, Prosperity,
and the Planet) Award, given to champions
of a national student design competition who
employ sustainable solutions to address challenges that advance economic growth and
reduce environmental impacts.
“I feel that our team’s hard work, talent
and expertise, coupled with a fiery passion
for sustainability and contagious enthusiasm,
won the competition,” said graduate student
Jeremy Ferrell, who with others built a facility
on campus to promote and demonstrate
community-scale biodiesel processing.

Power
Biodiesel

The

of

Photos courtesy of the EPA
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As a winner, Appalachian received $75,000
to further develop its design.
“The experience was unforgettable,”
Ferrell said. “For me it’s been a privilege to
work on a project with so much university
and community support. The time is right
for renewable fuels, and Appalachian State is
definitely on the map.”
Biodiesel fuel is a clean-burning, renewable fuel made from virgin vegetable oil,
used cooking oil or animal fats. Biodiesel can
be used in any diesel vehicle without modification and can be used in its pure form or
blended with petroleum diesel.
A core team of 10 students – along with
more than 30 others from technology,
sustainable development, chemistry, physics,
anthropology and other disciplines – spent
many hours researching and testing methods

Students win national EPA award

Among the Best

for designing a production facility

Forty-one teams competed for the six U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency P3 Awards.

that uses renewable energy

Winners, in addition to Appalachian, were
Lafayette College, Portland State
University, Stanford University,
University of Massachusetts-Lowell
and the University of Michigan.

and recycles its own waste.

10

The students showcased their project,
“Closing the Biodiesel Loop,” by driving
to the Washington, D.C., competition in a
1971 Mercedes van fueled by biodiesel fuel
made from used cooking oil donated by
restaurants.

◗ WINNING TEAM: Above, core team members included, from left, Jon Ruth, Chris Curtin,
Brooke Frazer, Rachael Hoch, Chris Jude, Paul Feather, Alyssa McKim and Jeff Ramsdell,
and atop van, Jeremy Ferrell, Justin Stiles, Terra Currie and Yonatan Strauch. Left, Chris
Jude explains biodiesel at the National Sustainable Design Expo.

The Appalachian team was selected
over teams from Duke University,
Massachusetts Institute for Technology
(MIT), Carnegie Mellon, Rutgers
University, Texas A&M and Iowa State
University.

to make the conversion a “closed-loop” process. Their goal was to develop a self-sustaining system that causes little environmental
impact, uses renewable energy and recycles
its own waste.

wastewater created in the biodiesel-making
process. To ensure that this system and
its biological components can function
year-round, the team built a passive solar
greenhouse to moderate the cold winter
conditions of Boone.

They built an 80-gallon processor near
the university that includes a solar thermal
“The $75,000 grant will go towards our
collector and other
Phase II proposal focusing
renewable energy
on biodiesel outreach,
systems to generate
research and education,”
the heat and power
Ferrell said of the team’s
necessary for the
next step. “Students will
conversion process.
continue learning about
The university’s $10
biofuels as the processRenewable Energy
ing facility we built will
– graduate student Jeremy Ferrell
Initiative student
become a laboratory for a
fee – initiated and
new course, called Biofupassed by the student body in 2004 – helped
els Technology, slated to begin in the Spring
provide funds for the processor’s construc2007 semester.”
tion.
The students also are interested in

“The time is right for
renewable fuels, and
Appalachian State is
definitely on the map.”

“Creating a sustainable production facility
is what makes the Appalachian project different from other small-scale biodiesel facilities,” explained team advisor Jeff Ramsdell,
associate professor of technology. “We are
using renewable energy and implementing
ways to reuse waste products.”
Biodiesel is made by heating the oil or fat,
then adding methanol and lye to change its
chemical makeup. The result is biodiesel
and the by-product glycerin, which is
drained off.

encouraging Appalachian and the local community to use more biofuels.
Ramsdell said the benefits of biodiesel
are “greatly reduced” emissions -- although
small amounts of carbon dioxide and other
pollutants remain -- and “very close to zero”
emissions of particulate matter. Biodiesel
provides about the same gas mileage
and horsepower as regular diesel,
he said.
“Students have
created a huge

For every 100 gallons of biodiesel
fuel produced, 20 gallons of glycerin are
created. To close this “waste loop” of the
process, students use the glycerin to make
hand and dish soap as well as mechanics’
degreasing soap.

continued on page 16

The team also is developing a wastewater
treatment system that will use
natural and biological
filtration mechanisms to
treat the

◗ WASTE NOT, WANT NOT: Alyssa McKim ’05 makes glycerin soap using
waste created when vegetable oil is turned into biodiesel.
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Movers and Shakers
Linda Combs ’68 ’78
Controller, Office of Management and Budget
Linda Combs is in charge of your money.
Sworn in as controller of the Office of Management and
Budget in July 2005, she serves to ensure taxpayer funds are
handled under efficient federal financial policy. She’s held
five different presidential-appointed, Senate-confirmed positions under three different presidents, briefing the president
of the United States on the state of financial affairs in an
array of federal agencies, and has her finger on policies that
keep budgets balanced and new initiatives of efficiency rolling. She is, as they say, a player.
Yet she still remembers a speech class she took at Appalachian, learning to address a crowd, working on the pronunciation of “Boiling Springs,” not “Bowling Sprangs.”
Combs has always been interested in business and finance.
She was president of her high school’s Future Business
Leaders of America chapter, and worked summers keeping
the books at an insurance company. Later, she took on the
budget as assistant principal of an elementary school.
Her move to Washington, D.C., made when the White
House called and asked her to serve in the U.S. Department
of Education, came because she had the perfect combination
of skills: experience as an elected member of the Forsyth
County School Board, business experience at Wachovia managing student loans, and 11 years teaching and administering
in the public schools.
Now, having mastered that and so much more, her
speeches take place in the presidential conference room at
the White House, before President George W. Bush. “Who
would have thought I would be briefing the president?” she
asks, recalling a session just months ago when she gave a
synopsis of the financial state of the nation’s federal agencies
to the president, who praised her for a job well done.
Her first big speech was at Appalachian. She was just 15
years old, and had won an essay contest; the prize was to read
the essay to the board of trustees for the electric cooperative
sponsoring the contest. The audience, some 6,000 people
packed into Appalachian’s gymnasium, gave her a standing
ovation.
◗ WHITE HOUSE PASS: Linda Combs and husband David inside the White
House with Chancellor Kenneth E. Peacock and Combs’ sixth-grade
teacher, Ruth Smith Greene ’35 ’62.

A few years later, as an Appalachian student, Combs
earned a bachelor’s degree and later returned for her master’s in elementary education. She remembers Appalachian
more as a family than an institution. The school nurtures, “a
culture of sticking together, a culture of closeness, of love of
learning, and of accountability,” she says. “Having that knowledge of what relationships mean in life as well as in our work,
is something I continue to use each and every day.”
In fact, it came up during confirmation hearings, when
the ranking minority member of her confirmation committee, Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, realized his father-in-law
had been her math teacher at Appalachian. Combs remembers the teacher, Starr Stacy, as tirelessly eager to ensure
everyone understood the lessons. The result: one student,
Linda Combs, who would go on to set policy for the nation’s
most prestigious agencies.

Karen A. Johnson ’84
senior vice president,Valente & Associates
Karen Johnson landed her first job in Washington, D.C.,
in 1985 purely because of her looks: She was hired as a receptionist for U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-CA) “because I look
like I am from San Diego.”
Since then, she has put her brains and her political savvy
to work in a variety of significant roles, including a stint as assistant secretary of legislation and congressional affairs in the
U.S. Department of Education, chief of staff for the co-chairman of the Republican National Committee, and director
of political affairs for the National Federation of Republican
Women. Johnson also ran former U.S. Rep. John Kasich’s (ROhio) 2000 campaign for president of the United States.
Now a senior vice president with the government affairs
firm Valente & Associates, Johnson says she never tires of the
city’s history and beauty. “It’s an inspiring place both physically and intellectually,” she said. “I often tell people ‘If you
want to make movies, go to Los Angeles; if you want to make
money, move to New York; if you want to make a difference,
come to Washington.”
Johnson attributes many experiences at Appalachian with
helping her prepare for a career in communications and
politics in the nation’s capital. She was a communication
major and spent time producing her own radio program
◗ POLITICAL CONNECTIONS: Karen Johnson with Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC).

Take a look at Appalachian State
University inside the Beltway.
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on WASU and writing for the student newspaper, The
Appalachian. “Later in my career I did significant work in
communications. The foundation for those positions came
from my courses and extracurricular activities,” she said.

“I just love the synergy of teaching,” he said. “I enjoy interacting with young people and exchanging ideas. There’s
nothing like turning a young mind.”

She remembers Appalachian as, “the perfect university
for me. It was small enough to cultivate meaningful
friendships and experiences, but large enough to allow
discovery of something new and different. And, best of all,
no humidity!”

Up-and-coming leaders

Philip Neisser ’69 MA
senior quality systems auditor, United States Mint
As a third-generation Neisser to work at the United
States Mint, Philip Neisser loves the idea of working at a
government entity that can give money back to help pay
down the national debt.

“I know that’s important because of my background
in economics,” he said. “Because we are a manufacturing
entity, we can have what you would call a ‘profit,’ which is
unusual in government.”

With a master’s degree in economics and business from
appalachian, Neisser has spent 10 years at the Mint in a
variety of management, training and quality control roles.
One of his ancestors was the first director of the Mint and
his father was a metallurgist there for 37 years, retiring
before Neisser was hired in 1996.

“I love the challenge, it’s very exciting to work here,” he
said. “This is very different from private industry because
decisions often are made for political reasons. That keeps
you on your toes.”
Neisser remembers the lessons he learned at Appalachian under the tutelage of Dr. Orus Sutton, who chaired
the Department of Business Education in the College of
Business. “The most important one I learned is that you
should treat others as you would want to be treated,” he
said. “But there are many, many more things I learned at
Appalachian that I use every day.”
He carried those lessons into the classroom himself
when he taught economics, accounting and statistics for
10 years at Trident Technical College in Charleston, S.C.

◗ MONEY MATTERS: Philip Neisser inside the United States Mint.

April Kappler ’05
Partnership for Public Service
When April (Stewart) Kappler began interviewing for
jobs in Washington, D.C., after graduation, she was impressed with potential employers’ respect for Appalachian.
“Eight out of 10 people I interviewed with had heard of
Appalachian and what a great school it is. I’ve never heard
anything but positive comments,” she said. “It’s great to
work with Ivy Leaguers who say they think Appalachian
would have been a great school to go to, because it definitely was.”
Kappler works for the Partnership for Public Service, an
organization that reaches out to colleges, universities and
businesses to encourage people to seek employment with
the U.S. government, which expects to lose 40 percent
of its workforce to retirement within the next few years.
She supports senior-level staff in gift processing and office
management.
“I absolutely love it,” Kappler said of life in Washington.
“There’s a lot of energy in this city, and when I first got
here I was overwhelmed with all the places where I could
work.”
Kappler double majored in comparative politics and
Chinese studies at Appalachian. She plans to go to graduate school and someday work in international development.

Dorothy Timbs ’00
Attorney, U.S. Office of Special Counsel
Attorney Dorothy Timbs ’00 helps ensure that federal
employees don’t engage in improper political activity.
She is a special assistant with the U.S. Office of Special
Counsel, an independent investigative and prosecutorial

◗ ON THE FAST TRACK: April Kappler in the heart of Washington.

The Appalachian House
agency within the federal government.
Timbs enforces the Hatch Act, a statute that requires
certain federal employees to remain politically nonpartisan
in their jobs. For example, they can’t run for partisan elected
office or work on a partisan political campaign while continuing to hold their federal position. She also helps protect
whistleblowers from improper reprimand.
“The agency keeps things fair. We’re the watchdog,” she
said.
After finishing law school at Regents University, Timbs
moved to Washington and worked in lobbying, legislative
drafting and media relations for National Right to Life. In
May, she transitioned to the Office of Special Counsel seeking a different type of legal experience.
The nation’s capital is an “intellectually stimulating”
locale, she said: “My time in D.C. has been really formative,
both personally and professionally. The opportunities always
present themselves to meet interesting people and battle
over ideas.”
A psychology major who minored in criminal justice,
Timbs credits her experience in Appalachian’s Student
Government Association with preparing her for law school
and her career.
“It was good to take a leadership role,” said the former
SGA director of student affairs. “I learned the rules of debate
and how to work with the administration.”

UNC Semester in
Washington, D.C.
A new UNC System internship program called Semester in Washington,
D.C., gives upper-level students the opportunity to work and study in Washington-based organizations such as the U.S.
Kemal Atkins Congress and executive branch, as well as
“think tanks” and special interest groups.
The program, started in 2005, is run by an Appalachian
graduate.
“We saw it as a great opportunity for students to get experience they couldn’t get on campus – to see how agencies
really work. Students say it’s an opportunity of a lifetime,”
said Kemal Atkins ’92 ’96, director for academic and student
affairs in UNC’s General Administration in Chapel Hill.
In addition to their 32-hour work week, students participate in a three-hour seminar taught by faculty in residence
from within the UNC System and take at least three hours
of independent study related to their major through their
home institution.
Three interns from each institution are selected for the
program each spring, summer and fall.
Appalachian senior Chris Eklund called his internship last
spring at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum a
“researcher’s dream.”
A double major in history and English, Eklund helped the
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◗ CITY LIFE: In April, the university hosted an open house at its new Appalachian
House residential facility in Washington, D.C. The renovated redbrick Victorian
has 6,000 square feet of rooms and meeting space. It is located on North Carolina
Avenue – just six blocks from the U.S. Capitol, National Mall, museums and other
sites. Appalachian has operated a residential facility in the heart of the nation’s
capital for visiting students and faculty since 1977.

museum update its “Air Transportation” exhibit by seeking
archival photographs and memorabilia from the Library of
Congress and various history experts. He also rewrote the
training manual and procedures for museum volunteers.
Junior Amber Clawson, a political science major who
hopes to work for a non-profit organization someday, interned at the UNC Office of Federal Relations.
“I got to work with the requests of the various universities
and visit with various congresspeople,” she said. She attended meetings on Capitol Hill pertaining to higher education,
including East Carolina University’s funding proposal for a
diabetes and obesity institute.
A former English major, Atkins said he wishes such an opportunity had been available when he attended Appalachian.
As he visits interns during their semester, he said he can see
how the experience transforms them.
“Washington is an international center,” Atkins said.
‘There’s always something going on.”
Compiled by Virginia Myers Kelly ’82, Lynn Drury, Justin
Boulmay ’06 and Linda Coutant ’01 MA.
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Learning
Mistakes
from

“Students who have made a mistake often are in a good
place to learn from their behavior by being accountable
for their actions and accepting consequences.”
– Judy Haas, director of student conduct
By Lynn Drury
It’s 1 a.m. Sunday and a residence advisor in Lovill Residence Hall has received a complaint about excessive noise
coming from one of the rooms. He goes to the room’s door
and listens for a moment. The television is blaring, loud voices
are talking about the game the day before and shouts of laughter burst forth. He knocks on the door and a student opens it.
Looking inside, the RA sees beer cans on the floor and a halfeaten pizza. He asks to speak to the resident of the room.
“Cameron” comes to the door and is instructed by the RA
to collect the university identification cards from each person
in the room and then come downstairs to the RA office. There,
the RA records the names as well as his observations about
the alcohol. This documentation is forwarded to the Office of
Student Conduct and starts a process that Director Judy Haas
hopes will result in a learning opportunity for all the students
involved.
Helping students learn from mistakes and providing a fair
process for resolving alleged violations of Appalachian State
University’s standards of academic integrity and student conduct is the role of the Office of Student Conduct, previously
known as the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. It employs
three full-time staff members who counsel and guide students
through the process when they have been found in a situation
that involves under-age drinking, drug use or academic code
violations.
“Students come to the university already knowing about
alcohol and drugs either firsthand, or through others,” Haas
said. “I want to have a conversation with them about how to
deal with those situations and how to make good choices.”
All of the students involved in the above scenario would
receive a letter from Student Conduct asking them to make appointments with one of the counselors in the office to discuss
the allegations. During that conversation, the student would
be given two options: First, to take responsibility for the allegations and resolve the situation administratively, or, to claim no
responsibility or involvement and have the allegation looked at
in greater detail.
If Cameron chooses to take responsibility, he would be
given a series of sanctions deemed appropriate by the counselor that can include mandatory attendance at an alcohol
awareness seminar, probation and possibly community service.

If drugs are believed to be involved, the RA would call
University Police and officers would go to the scene and
submit documentation to the Office of Student Conduct. In
both cases, the documentation becomes part of the student’s
educational record.
If Cameron denies responsibility for the alleged alcohol
violation, the office would explore the allegations further
through interviews with others who might have knowledge
of the situation. This information would be brought before a
15-member Student Conduct Board that listens to the evidence
and determines whether its fellow student is guilty of violating
Appalachian’s Code of Student Conduct.
If found culpable, Cameron would receive a series of
sanctions deemed appropriate by the board. For example,
a student recently was given 20 hours of community service,
asked to attend an alcohol awareness seminar, and required
to write a letter of apology to an RA. She also was required to
write a letter to the Office of Student Conduct describing what
she learned about herself during the seminar.
If the situation involves drugs, state law dictates the
minimum outcomes, which include a probation period that
prevents the student from serving in a campus leadership
position or playing on a university sports team; attendance at
a substance awareness program that includes a one-on-one
follow-up; 25 hours of community service; written notification
to a parent or guardian; and random drug testing for a full semester. If the student tests positive for drugs during that time,
he or she is sent home on suspension.
“I am an educator,” Haas said, “and my goal is to educate.
So many students have never had to experience consequences
for their behavior, so it is critical that this office be part of the
educational mission of the entire university.”
Haas has worked at Appalachian for 16 years, first in Housing and Residence Life and the last five years in the Office
of Student Conduct. She has an undergraduate degree in
accounting, and an MA in student development with an emphasis on counseling from Appalachian.
“Every student has his or her own story, if you are willing to
listen,” she said. “The one-on-one meetings with students are
what is most rewarding to me, when I connect and when the
student lets down his or her guard and tells me what is really
going on. There is always a reason why they use alcohol or

Photo illustration by Troy Tuttle
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Learning from Mistakes

college of arts and sciences
UNC System discusses Clery Report

NC Poet Laureate to teach on campus

Statistics of reported crime by students or community members, both on and off campus, are compiled annually in the
federally mandated Clery Report.
Originally known as the Campus Security Act, it requires
colleges and universities across the United States to disclose information about alcohol and drug offenses, larceny, aggravated
assault, manslaughter, murder, rape, sex offenses, burglary,
motor vehicle theft, and arson.

N.C. Poet Laureate Kathryn Stripling
Byer joins Appalachian’s faculty as the Rachel Rivers-Coffey Distinguished Professor
of Creative Writing this fall.

A longtime resident of North Carolina,
Byer has published five books of poetry
including “Catching Light,” “Black Shawl”
and “Wildwood Flower.”

Byer will teach poetry writing and make
several community appearances.

Appointed by Gov. Mike Easley in 2005,
Byer serves as the ambassador of North
Carolina literature by participating in
public events, teaching, and writing poems
commemorating occasions of historic or
cultural importance.

The UNC System is examining guidelines for reporting
on each of the 16 campuses, as there is wide variation from
campus to campus on how and what statistics are compiled and
published. This makes it difficult for meaningful information
to be derived from the Clery Report numbers.
Director Judy Haas and junior Beth Casey counsel a student.

drugs and they’ll tell you what it is.”
When Haas is able to identify underlying issues that cause alcohol
or drug use, she connects the student with campus resources that can
help.
“I may refer them to the Counseling and Psychological Services
Center, Academic Advising or the Learning Assistance Program if
academics are the issue,” she said. “Sometimes I reach out to my
campus network to find them a mentor or role model. I go through
my mental Rolodex searching for people, programs or resources that
I think could help.”

“Consistency in method and process is critical to all of us
who are trying to give useful and meaningful information to
parents,” said Cindy Wallace, vice chancellor for student development. “Certainly the safety of our campus always has been of
critical importance to us. We know through recurring surveys
that the vast majority of students, faculty and staff feel safe or
very safe both on our campus and in Boone.
“Appalachian, in collaboration with local authorities, continually reviews its educational outreach programs, counseling
programs, and the security and policing methods on campus
to determine if any improvements can be made,” Wallace said.
“This is an area we take extremely seriously.”

Learn more at www.studentconduct.appstate.edu. n

run on 20 percent biodiesel fuel. The mass
transportation system in Boone uses the
same fueling tank as the university, so those

May graduate Sam Brewer watches an ion
trap and time-of-flight mass spectrometer
used in a study examining the chemistry and
physics that led to the formation of the earliest
stars. Appalachian’s project is supported by
the National Science Foundation, NASA’s N.C.
Space Grant and the Research Corporation,
a private foundation for the advancement of
science. The equipment and its computerized
automation were custom designed and built
by students and faculty in the Department of
Physics and Astronomy. n

Arabic course begins

The Power of Biodiesel continued
buzz over biodiesel” on campus, Ramsdell
said. They were instrumental in helping Appalachian switch university diesel vehicles to

Exploring the Universe

vehicles will use biodiesel as well.
“The project provides an important community partnership,” said Ramsdell. “The
waste vegetable oil is gathered from area restaurants, local farmers can grow oil crops and
use the biodiesel in tractors and farm equipment, and area non-profit organizations can
use the fuel to supplement home heating oil
for local low-income families.”
Several companies contributed to the
project’s success, including U.S. Buildings,
Appalachian Regional Initiative for Sustainable Energy, New Leaf Energy, PumpBiz,
Bare Essentials Natural Market, Lowes Foods,
Harris Teeter, NCI Polyurethane and Utah
Biodiesel Supply.
An awards ceremony at the National
Academy of the Sciences concluded the twoday National Sustainable Design Expo where
the 41 student teams exhibited their projects
along with numerous government, non-profit
and private industry representatives showcasing commercially available sustainable products and actions they are taking to advance
sustainability.
Learn more at www.biodiesel.appstate.
edu and http://es.epa.gov/ncer/p3/index.
html. n

Appalachian is offering Arabic as a selected
topics course this year.
The world’s political climate and student
interest – including concerns expressed by
students returning from military service – led
to the decision to offer the course at this time,
according to Alexandra Sterling-Hellenbrand,
chair of the Department of Foreign Languages
and Literatures.
“People are genuinely curious about this
language,” she said. “The students’ interest
shows me people believe that if you want to
know people, you learn how to speak
their language.”
Professor William Hutchins, an
Arabic translator in the Department of
Philosophy and Religion, will teach
the fall course. A Fulbright teaching assistant from Libya will teach a
continuation course in the spring.
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Petrified wood added to museum
What weighs 583 pounds and can tell you
about the climate 220 million years ago?
It’s a piece of Arizona petrified wood in
Appalachian’s McKinney Geology Teaching
Museum.
The cut slab of Araucarioxylon arizonicum
was delivered this summer from Jim Gray’s
Petrified Wood Company, adjacent to Petrified Forest National Park.
The fossilization process for petrified
wood involves the molecule-by-molecule
replacement of wood cells by quartz after
the tree was buried. “All of the rings and
other structures you would see in a normal
log are present in this specimen,” said Andy
Heckert, museum director and assistant
professor of geology.

the tropics. However, trees exposed to dry
seasons at the equator will go dormant and
thus develop rings, and that appears to be
the case with Araucarioxylon.”
The McKinney Geology Teaching
Museum is located in Rankin Science
South. It displays paleontology, igneous,
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks, minerals and gems, and earth materials used for
economic and industrial purposes.
The museum is open weekdays from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. when the university is in
session. Admission is free.
Call (828) 262- 7609 for
more information or to
arrange group or class
tours. n

“This is important, because we know that
the logs of the Petrified Forest originally
grew near the equator of the supercontinent
Pangea,” he added. “Normally, equatorial
trees do not have much in the way of
rings, as they never go dormant in the
perennially warm
weather of

Whether Arabic becomes a permanent course offering depends
on continued student interest and
funding, according to Sterling-Hellenbrand.
Appalachian offers programs and
courses in seven language areas:
Chinese, French, German, Japanese,
Latin, Russian and Spanish. It also
has a Teaching English as a Second
Language/Linguistics program. n

◗ IN THE LAB: Paul Feather ’06 works in Appalachian’s biodiesel production and educational facility.
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Byer will present a reading Oct. 5 in
Plemmons Student Union at 7:30 p.m. as
part of the Hughlene Bostian Frank Visiting
Writers Series. It will be preceded by a 6
p.m. reception. The public is invited. n

www.cas.appstate.edu

Museum director
Andy Heckert
with a cut slab
of Araucarioxylon
arizonicum.
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New facility enhances off-campus programs
The Appalachian State University Center
at Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute opened this summer, allowing
continued growth of off-campus programs.
Housed in the new Faye A. Broyhill Building, the center provides additional classroom
and administrative space for part-time evening courses that Appalachian has offered in
various undergraduate and graduate education programs for many years.

The RCOE Advancement Board
will host the first-ever RCOE golf
tournament Oct. 10 at Rock Barn Golf
and Spa in Conover. Proceeds benefit
scholarships for teacher education.
Tommy Adams with his new Chinese friends
Daijian Hua, Shao Weixiong and Gu Ren.

“Friends Forever” – 10 years of international friendship
The 10th anniversary of the William R.
Holland Fellows Program for Business Study
in Asia was celebrated this spring on both
sides of the world.
Commemorative dinners were held in
Boone and in Shanghai, each attended by
the current 24 Holland Fellows, trip leaders,
program alumni, along with administrators, faculty and staff from each university,
Chinese and American business executives
and, at Fudan, a representative from the
American Embassy in Shanghai.
In the mid-1990s, Chancellor Kenneth E.
Peacock, then dean of the Walker College of
Business, was encouraged by financial and
business executives to find a way to develop
an opportunity for business students to gain
exposure to business practices in the emerging country of China.
The opportunity for a program began
with a preliminary trip to China in 1995 by
a delegation of Walker College and Appalachian administrators. A visit to Fudan University in Shanghai resulted in a subsequent

reciprocal visit to the United States in 1996
from Xie Xide, former president of Fudan.
The signing of an agreement between
the two universities began a successful,
innovative educational venture that creates
life-altering experiences for students from
both universities. To date, 217 students (121
from Appalachian and 96 from Fudan) have
participated in the highly selective program.
An initial two-week pilot program in
1996 included 12 administrators and five
Walker College students – Michelle Corn
Tate ’97, Stephanie Hudson ’98, Thierry
Kauffman ’96, Chip Leonard ’96 and Brad
Sparks ’97 ’98. This was followed the next
summer with a carefully planned study
abroad program involving nine Walker
College students who were paired with nine
Fudan students to work together on case
studies involving business in Asia.
The program increased to 12 students
the following year. In 1999, 12 Chinese
Holland Fellow students were also chosen to
visit the Appalachian campus. This format
has continued since then.
The program involves two main aspects:
working with a partner via e-mail throughout the academic year on a topic involving
business in Asia, then meeting in person on
reciprocal visits to each others’ universities
in April and May for finalizing their studies
and making a joint presentation.

The topics studied have included human
resource management, the furniture industry, supply chain management, banking and,
this year, “The Automobile Industry as a Key
Chancellor Kenneth E. Peacock and Fudan Vice Presi- to National Economic Success.”
dent Yan Shuang at the unveiling of the “Friends
Forever” granite marker on the Fudan campus.
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Six Holland Fellows alumni are currently
working in China and attended the dinner
at the Guang Dong Hotel in Shanghai.
Preston Powell ’01 is in charge of business
development for GTO Limited in Hong
Kong. Tomas Tauchman ’01 is the chief
representative for Alpine Pro (sportswear
and equipment) in Jiazing City. Matt Dull
’05 is the liaison between the University of
North Carolina system and Fudan University. M.P. Brennan ’05 is employed at Sara
Lee in Shanghai, Adam Scherer ’01 works
for Ethan Allen in Guangdong, and Speight
Williams ’03 is general manager for Globalink Resource Enterprise in Guangzhou.

Demonstrate your support for
teacher education by considering a
sponsorship opportunity. Businesses,
corporations, and individuals can
participate as a sponsor.
For details, contact Dolly Farrell,
RCOE’s director of development, at
(828) 262-2804.

The Appalachian State University Center is located
in Hudson on the CCC&TI campus.

“They constructed a building specifically
to offer daytime opportunities from Appalachian, and potentially from other institutions. Our partnership with CCC&TI will be
an avenue for students to access bachelor’s
degree opportunities and in some cases
master’s degree opportunities without ever
having to leave the community, and at less
expense than the traditional on-campus college experience,” Fisher said.

If interested, contact Belinda BallewSchrag, coordinator of off-campus recruitment and advisement for the full-time
Caldwell program, at (828) 726-2739.
For information on all off-campus
programs offered by Appalachian, visit www.
ext-dl.appstate.edu. n

Appalachian’s Walker College of
Business was certainly ahead of its
time.” – Thierry Kauffman

Honor your
favorite teacher

I could never believe such magic
friendship could be built between
people from two quite different
countries until I became a Holland
Fellow.” – Sui Wei

Rhododendron Society welcomes new members

“

Gene Sweezy ’54 ’59 ’81, pictured far right, was a longtime director of media and technology
services and a former administrator in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. He also served as
superintendent in American Samoa, a U.S. territory in the South Pacific.

www.business.appstate.edu

“The Caldwell County community made
a conscious decision that one way to solve
the teacher shortage in the region was to
create opportunities for students to stay
home and earn a degree,” said Tom Fisher,
Appalachian’s director of extension and
distance education.

The first cohort in the daytime BS program has been filled. A second cohort may
start in Fall 2007 or Spring 2008.

“

The Holland Fellows program
gave me a unique advantage in
pursuing a career in international
business. Since my first trip to China
with Appalachian, I’ve been able to
work in several Asian countries and
further expand my understanding of
the region’s business environment.”
– Brad Sparks

The BS in elementary education – designed for more traditional-aged students
who may have graduated from high school,
earned appropriate transfer coursework
and are ready to move into a baccalaureate
program – begins January 2007.

The full-time program will also serve students from Morganton, Hickory, Wilkesboro
and Alexander County, according to Fisher.

This summer, six Appalachian students
from last year’s program remained in China
for internships. n

“

The center also provides much-needed
space for Appalachian’s first off-campus
daytime program.

Three new members were inducted into the Rhododendron Society in July. The award recognizes
alumni with exemplary service as teachers, librarians, administrators or human service professionals.

JoAnne Vannoy Goetz ’56, pictured next to RCOE Dean Charles R. Duke, was a teacher for more
than 50 years, having worked in Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools, North Carolina Governor’s
School, and DeKalb County, Ga., school district.
Teacher and soccer coach Billy Viger ’72, not pictured, has taught at the elementary, middle and
high school level in Georgia. As assistant coach, he led The Westminster Schools boys’ soccer team to
a state championship in 2006. n

www.ced.appstate.edu

The Reich College of Education has established the “Heritage Society” as a way for
colleagues, family and friends to honor an
Appalachian graduate who played a significant role in their lives and who represents
excellence and commitment to teaching.
Enrollment is open to any graduate who
has served at least 20 years in their chosen
field. Honorary or memorial gifts also can
be made in the person’s name, with funds
benefiting an undergraduate scholarship.
For more information, contact Dolly
Farrell, director of development, at (828)
262-2804 or farrell@appstate.edu or visit
www.ced.appstate.edu/alumni. n
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Students collaborate
to ‘Restore My Space’
A student design team collaborated with
the Habitat for Humanity ReStore to create
a new room for one lucky student as part of
the “ReStore My Space” Contest.
Senior Rebecca Gasperson received a
complimentary room makeover sponsored
by Appalachian’s Bateman Case Study Competition Team and the Watauga Habitat for
Humanity ReStore.
The ReStore, which sells donated building-related materials to the general public
at reduced prices, donated the supplies for
the project.

Students Ryan Osborne, Ashley Wilson and Anwar “Saj” Perez talk on air at WASU radio station.

Radio executive commits $500,000
for future radio broadcasters
Art Kellar has a long history in the
radio industry. One day while listening
to the Arthur Godfrey Show on the
radio, two guests were asked to read a
commercial.
“The first one did a good job on it, the
second one was terrible,” said Kellar. “I
thought ‘I can do better than that.’”
He went to broadcasting school
and started his first job in 1947 at a
Ronceverte, W.V., station. Just eight years
later, he bought his first station. Eventually
Kellar owned stations across the country
from Philadelphia to Seattle under his
company EZ Communications.
Now Kellar wants to establish a
farm system for new talent in the radio
industry. Through The Kellar Family
Foundation, he has committed $500,000
to Appalachian’s Department of
Communication to create the Kellar Radio
Farm System Institute.
For many years, broadcast industry
members have discussed the need for an
organized farm system for radio. Now, for
the first time, the broadcast industry will
have this innovative concept that delivers
talented, enthusiastic young adults
qualified to excel in radio stations and
broadcast groups across America.
“There is a need to bring fresh
talent into the industry at every level, to
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contribute to make the industry even
more dynamic, and there are plenty of
people in the industry who want to help
young people enter the industry and
be successful,” said Kellar, foundation
president. “The foundation is interested
in helping young people, primarily the
underprivileged, and wants to give them
the opportunity to develop.”

The team included junior Melissa Bailes,
a graphic arts and imaging technology
major; junior Cate Tinsley, an interior
design major; sophomore Chris Curtin, an
industrial technology major; broadcasting
senior Marti Schlesinger; and technical
photography senior Beth Ramsey.
A team of senior Appalachian Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA)
students also assisted with publicity: Brittany
Bard, Jennifer Cramer, Kelsey Halford,
Christina Kapely and Adam Taylor. n
“ReStore My Space” winner Rebecca Gasperson, third
from left, with “ReStore My Space” Design Team members Chris Curtin, Melissa Bailes and Cate Tinsley.

The institute is a 10-day summer
program, set to start in 2007. It’s designed
to attract, train and create opportunities
for talented junior and senior students
majoring or minoring in communication
who have a passion for the broadcast
industry and ownership.
Each graduate of the program will have
the opportunity to apply for $50,000 in
the form of a low-interest loan to invest in
radio broadcast ownership.
“I am excited that Appalachian has
embraced this innovative concept and is
teaming with the industry to find, train,
coach and develop fresh young talent in
every area of broadcasting. I expect other
leading broadcasters will want to support
this innovative radio farm system as well,”
stated Dan “Vallie” Hill, executive director of the institute and general manager
of WASU, Appalachian’s radio station.
For more information, visit the
Department of Communication website,
www.asucom.appstate.edu. n

Geri Miller, bottom center,
with members of
the community
counseling
program.

Dementia care thesis
receives high honor
Katie Flythe won second place in the
student paper competition at the 27th annual
meeting of the Southern Gerontological Society conference held in Lexington, Ky. The SGS
represents 13 states.
Flythe’s thesis was titled “Seeking a
‘gerontopia’ in dementia care: An assessment of environmental design in special
care units.” She also made a presentation on her research.
Flythe looked at the physical design
of long-term care facilities, and
the inconsistent state and federal
regulations regarding design
standards for dementia special
care units.
In evaluating a sample of
special care units, she found that “a homelike
ambiance, orientation cues and exit disguise
were among the most important design elements that contribute to supportive and stimulating dementia care facilities.”
Flythe received her master’s degree in
May. She is now a social worker at Carolina
Meadows, a continuing care retirement community in Chapel Hill, where she works with
residents and their families to ensure they
receive the most appropriate level of care
based on their abilities and needs.
“The community recently opened a special
care unit for residents with dementia,” Flythe
said. “The knowledge and experience I gained
while doing my thesis research introduced me
to the many health, housing and emotional
issues facing dementia individuals, their caregivers and their families.” n
Katie Flythe ’06 MA with gerontology program
director Ed Rosenberg.

National award presented to
community counseling program
Appalachian’s community counseling
program has received the International
Association of Addictions and Offender
Counselors Outstanding Program Award.
The award was presented at the American Counseling Association’s conference
in Montreal this spring.
Appalachian prepares counselors and
other helping professionals to work in a
variety of human service agencies. These
include mental health centers, social service agencies, employment and rehabilitation centers, and employee assistance
programs. The program is housed in the
Department of Human Development and
Psychological Counseling.
Professor Geri Miller, who heads the
addictions counseling certificate program

within the community counseling degree
track, said the need for addictions counselors is growing, particularly as problems
associated with methamphetamine addiction rise.
“Addictions counseling crosses into so
many disciplines,” Miller said. “Children
from meth families are often involved in
the production and live with the ramification of their parents being absorbed in
these drugs. It is important for public
school teachers to understand the dynamic of addictions.”
Appalachian has one of six master’s
level addictions programs in North
Carolina. The program was nominated
for the award by peers at UNC Charlotte’s
Department of Counseling. n

Criminal justice master’s begins this fall
FAA news available
through RSS
News from the College of Fine and Applied
Arts and its departments is available through
RSS (Rich Site Summary or Really Simple
Syndication). RSS is designed for distributing
news headlines and site updates and allows
the user to consolidate and monitor news
events in one place without having to visit a
website.
Several web browsers and specifically
designed software offer the ability to read or
subscribe to RSS feeds.
News from the college is available at
www.faa.appstate.edu/news.php.

www.faa.appstate.edu

A master’s degree program in criminal
justice starts this fall to meet a growing need
in the state and region.
“One of the fastest growing areas in
criminal justice is corrections. To be a top
manager, such as an assistant warden in the
state or with the Federal Bureau of Prisons,
you need an advanced degree,” said Ken
Mullen, associate professor and program
director.
The master’s degree also is required
for those seeking careers with the FBI or
SBI. “We are hearing from the criminal
justice field, as it becomes more and more
professionalized, that a master’s degree is
what many of the agencies are looking for,

www.graduate.appstate.edu

especially at the federal level,” he said.
The master of science in criminal justice
and criminology is based in the Department
of Political Science and Criminal Justice.
It is the only master’s level criminal
justice and criminology degree offered in
the region. Future plans call for offering the
degree off campus beginning in 2007.
The degree includes courses in psychology, sociology, public administration and
management.
Appalachian has offered a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice since the 1970s.
More than 300 students are enrolled in the
undergraduate program. n
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hayes school of music

Music school extends to community
Appalachian State University Community Music School (ASU-CMS) opens
this fall, offering musical instruction to
the community while giving university
students a chance to sharpen their teaching skills.
The school provides non-credit music
instruction for children and adults in the
local community. It combines university
expertise with area teaching artists to
provide outstanding musical training.

Appalachian students perform inside the Haydnsaal
in Eisenstadt, Austria.

Chamber orchestra
travels to Europe
This year is the 250th anniversary of the
birth of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. For
the Appalachian Chamber Orchestra, the
only way to really celebrate the event was to
be where Mozart lived
two and a half centuries
ago.
“It’s one thing to
read about a composer’s
life, but to go into the
house where they lived,
and see the manuscripts
they wrote, and absorb
the culture, gives a deeper understanding
to the music-making process,” said James
Anderson, the orchestra’s conductor and
director.
From May 24 through June 3, the orchestra toured Mozart’s hometown of Salzburg,
and Prague where he performed numerous
times. They also visited Vienna, where he
died. The 32 students and four faculty members participated in workshops at the Mozarteum and the Music University of Vienna,
and performed at two music festivals.
Anderson said the trip was a great way
for students to grow as musicians by hearing
how other groups perform and sharing the
stage with students from other countries.
Students’ increasing international reputation benefits Appalachian. “These kinds of
visibility pay off. Suddenly, we start attracting even more qualified students and more
financial support as the school continues to
grow,” Anderson said. n
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This year, the school is providing
group and individual instruction in
guitar, African
drumming,
Suzuki and
traditional
violin, viola,
cello and
piano.

alumni news

A high school choral ensemble will also
be offered, as well as piano lessons.
“Our intention this year is to start
small, and then expand our offerings,”
said Liz Rose, a professor in Appalachian’s Mariam Cannon Hayes School of
Music and director of ASU-CMS.
The school’s teachers are Appalachian
students and faculty, as well as people
from the community whom the school
refers to as “teaching artists.” Rose said
the experience will benefit Appalachian
students who hope to teach music someday.
“One of our main goals in addition to providing excellent music
training is to provide field
experience for our music
students, so they’ll be better
teachers,” she said.
Other goals include developing
supportive and integrative partnerships with the local public schools
and social service agencies.
Reaction to the program has
been positive, Rose said.
“We feel everyone is excited that
the school of music will be open to
the community. I think kids will feel
really good about coming here and
making music. I think they’ll feel
empowered,” she said.
For information, contact Rose at
(828)262-6448 or rosese@appstate.edu,
or visit www.music.appstate.edu. n
Faculty member Nancy Bargerstock works with
young violinist Po-Yi Ho.

Gaskin gift benefits harp program
A new endowment will support harp activities in the Mariam Cannon Hayes School of Music,
including the purchase of a concert grand harp for students and faculty.
“The school has never owned an instrument of this quality,” Dean William G. Harbinson said.
“There is no question in my mind that, as a result of this marvelous gift, the school and the
community will be enriched by the increased presence of harp performance in solo, chamber and
ensemble performances.”
The gift from Lewis J. and Patricia B. Gaskin will
support scholarships for harpists, guest artist fees,
the purchase of harp literature and recordings, and
student travel to off-campus performances.

1970

w STUDY TIME:

A residence hall room, that home away from home, reflects a student’s personality – and her times.
Students of the 1970s brought 8-track tapes and portable hairdryers with hoses. Today, nearly all students bring a cell phone
and computer, and more than half have a car.

Gaskin is a retired anesthesiologist from
Raleigh. He and his wife own Laurel Springs
Christmas Tree Farm in Alleghany County. n
Lewis Gaskin with music students Kristin Babb,
left, and Amy R. Sudol.

www.music.appstate.edu
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From the President’s Pen

Be a Voice for Appalachian
Appalachian State University continues to grow
and achieve, setting the standard for education in
the region and among its peers in the nation. We have
the most dedicated and qualified faculty and staff,
ambitious and driven students, and passionate alumni.
Alumni must seek ways to fully support the
university and its mission. We must be connected to each other
and provide a resource to Appalachian Family members everywhere.
Alumni, parents, students, and friends must all join together to be
a voice for Appalachian.
This year, the Alumni Association will seek to involve more
people and drive awareness of issues facing Appalachian. We’ll build
strength through our numbers. There are more than 85,000 living
alumni of Appalachian and when paired with our students, parents
and friends, we’ll be too loud to ignore.
I encourage you to get involved. Sometimes it’s as simple as
buying a T-shirt when you see it off the mountain or encouraging
retailers to carry them. Sometimes involvement can be attending
a function in your city or making a donation when the Appalachian
Fund calls. But this year, your dedication and help for Appalachian
can be your voice. We need to share our stories, build our traditions,
and rally support to the needs of the university.
If you want to see Appalachian continue to succeed, contact us.
Visit the Alumni Association website at www.alumni.appstate.edu or
e-mail me at damien@alumni.appstate.edu, and I’ll tell you how you
can become an even stronger voice for Appalachian.
With Appalachian Pride,
Damien Carper ’97
President, Appalachian Alumni Association

alumni news
This issue includes class notes received from December 14, 2005
through June 8, 2006. Submit notes via the Alumni Association’s
online community.Visit www.alumni.appstate.edu and click
on Gold Book to post notes instantly and submit photos.

’39

n

’43

n

Daisy (Austin) Adams,
Boone, was honored with the
naming of the Daisy Austin Adams Endowed Scholarship for Education at Appalachian State University.
Elsie H. Childres, Hildebran,
was reappointed by N.C. Gov.
Mike Easley to the Western Piedmont
Community College Board of Trustees.

’48

n

’51

n

’56

n

’58

n

’60

n

John Essic, Gastonia, was
inducted into the Greater Mount Airy Sports Hall of Fame
with other members of the Mount Airy
Graniteers baseball team, which competed in the old Blue Ridge League from
1946-50.
Bodie Bodenheimer,
Greensboro, is one of 11 recipients of the Southern Conference’s
2006 Distinguished Service Award.
George W. Brawley,
Mooresville, was appointed to
the North Carolina State Banking Commission by Gov. Mike Easley.
Jerry Daniels, Raleigh, was
inducted into the NC chapter
of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame
Museum.
Bill Harvey, Durham, was
inducted into the NC chapter
of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame
Museum.

’62
’63

Donald Beaver, Conover,
was inducted into the Catawba County Sports Hall of Fame.
n

Michael Raybon, Jamestown,
was inducted into the North
Carolina High School Athletics Association Hall of Fame.

◗ The Next Generation
The Appalachian Alumni Association this year awarded five Alumni Memorial Scholarships to qualifying incoming freshmen who are the children of alumni. Recipients
include, from left, Courtney Stiles of Thomasville, daughter of Sonya Stiles ’03; John
Harkey of Lawndale, son of James Harkey ’80; and Michael Walker of Horse Shoe,
son of Christopher ’82 and Joanne ’84 Walker. Not pictured are Nicolas Cameron
of Whispering Pines, son of Rebecca Cameron ’77, and Laura Harris of Charlotte,
daughter of Mark ’87 and Elizabeth ’85 Harris. The first AMS scholarship was
presented in 1988. Since then, 55 have been awarded. The scholarships are made
possible each year by the continued support of alumni and friends, and proceeds
from the Appalachian license tag program. More than 1,300 Appalachian customized plates are on the roads of North Carolina. To order a plate, contact your local
DMV office.
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n

’64

n

’66

n

’67

n

Paul Reuter, Leeds, AL, retired from a position at Jefferson State Community College in Birmingham where he taught history and
served in several administrative positions
during a 34-year career.
Robert Simmons, Hickory, professor of business at
Lenoir-Rhyne College, received the
Roediger Distinguished Service Award.
Evon (Harris) Gutierrez,
Charlotte, retired from the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg school system
after nearly 40 years as teacher and administrator.

’68

Vaughn Hayes, North Wilkesboro, was promoted to sen

nior vice president-store planning & environment at Lowe’s. n Bryan G. Scott,
Lenoir, has joined Spotts Fain’s litigation
section. n Rosemary (Ayres) Mock,
Boone, retired from Watauga County Schools after 30 years as an educator.
n Edward Piacentino, High Point, published the book “The Enduring Legacy
of Old Southwest Humor.” n Stephen
Canipe, Flagstaff, AZ, accepted a position at Walden University in Minneapolis, MN, as faculty chair, outcomes assessment in the College of Education.
n Mary Ellen (Robinson) Snodgrass,
Hickory, released another book, “Walter Dean Myers: A Literary Companion.” n Thomas Childress, Salisbury, was
inducted into the Greater Mount Airy
Sports Hall of Fame.

’69

Jeffery Padgett, Concord,
was re-elected to his second
term as mayor of Concord. n Jennifer
Alley, Wilmington, received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from the Appalachian Alumni Association. n Donna
Heald, Tallahassee, FL, retired from Fairview Middle School after 36 years of
service as a school library media specialist in Broward and Leon County, FL,
schools. n John Rogers, Statesville, was
elected to the Iredell-Statesville Schools
Board of Education.

’70

n

George Massey, Farmington, CT, has been recognized as an Outstanding Course Leader by the American Institute for CPCU
and the Insurance Institute of America. n Jane Linton, Indian Head, MD, retired after 35 years in education and student services from Charles County Public Schools, La Plata, MD. n Larry Hall,
Buchanan, VA, retired after 36 years in
education with Botetourt County Public
Schools in Virginia.

’71

n

Patricia Hardin, Asheboro,
retired after serving for 31
years as an educator at Balfour Elementary in the Asheboro City School System. n Cynthia (Noah) Lowder, Albemarle, retired after 33 years of service
to the Albemarle Employment Security
Commission. n William Hiebert, Lexington, SC, was named CEO of Columbia Eye Clinic and Columbia Eye Surgery
Center located in Columbia, SC. n Gary
Coil, New Port Richey, FL, retired after
37 years in education, 33 of them at
Seminole High School, FL.

’72

n

George Gray, Greensboro,
accepted a position at BB&T
in Asheville as business services officer. n John Mode, Newton, the band din

rector at Hickory High School, received
the Award of Excellence from the N.C.
Bandmasters Association. n William
Viger, Roswell, GA, coached the Westminster Boys Soccer Team to the AAA
State Championship in Atlanta.

’73

n

’74

n

Amanda (Thomas) Blanks,
Roxboro, retired from John
Umstead Hospital as a psychiatric rehabilitation program specialist. n Dexter
Hayes, Wilmington, has retired as the
first planning director for Hanover
County.
Thomas Gamble, Boone,
was inducted into The College
of Charleston’s Athletic Hall of Fame
for his basketball career. n Suzanne
(Chatham) Tate, Asheboro, accepted a
position with the Randolph County Public Library as director. n Sherry Payseur
Cariens, Lexington, SC, has been promoted to principal at Lexington Intermediate School. n Mark Fry, Carthage,
retired as eastern district supervisor
from the NC Division of Waste Management, Dept. of Environment and Natural
Resources. n Sharon (Lanier) Holmes,
King, retired after 32 years of service
with the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools. n Sarah (Loftin) Cuccio,
St. Louis, MO, will join Porter-Gaud in
Charleston, as Upper School principal.

’75

Terry Bledsoe, Vale, accepted a position with Catawba County as its chief information officer. n Col. John H. Carter Jr., Springfield, VA, accepted a position at Computer Sciences Corporation in Washington, DC, as senior member of the executive team for system-integration, Missile Defense Agency. John retired from
the U.S. Army after more than 30 years
of service. n William Deck, Rutherfordton, received the 2005 Junior Golf Leader Award from the Carolinas PGA Section. n Janis (Wilson) Woods, Ridgeland, SC, has received a master’s in education with a focus in reading and literacy from Walden University. n Nancy
Alexander, Swannanoa, was selected to
serve on the Appalachian Parents Association Board of Directors. n J. Bradley
Wilson, Cary, received the Outstanding Service Award from the Appalachian
Alumni Association. n Walter Vandett,
Hickory, was promoted to superintendent with the Hickory Board of Education. n Jan (Lee) Wicker, Roanoke Rapids, released her first book, “Those Funny Flamingos.” n Susan (Shoaf) Irwin,
Sparta, retired from a position at Glade
Creek School in Alleghany County after
31 years as a media specialist. She also
was selected as Teacher of the Year at
her school.

’76

n

Jenny (Hollar) Kirksey,
Clemmons, accepted the pon

sition of director of the Union County Health Department. n Carl Horton,
Lenoir, accepted a position with
Caldwell County as deputy county manager. n Charles Lackey, Clinton, SC,
was hired as superintendent of Franklin
County, VA, schools.

’77

James Flynn, Charlotte, appeared as Nat in the awardwinning play “I’m Not Rappaport” at
Theatre Charlotte. n Samuel Edelman
and Bonnie Clay, Stafford, VA, were married on Feb. 18. n Thomas Long, Naples, FL, accepted a position at Big Cypress Wilderness Institute in Ochopee,
FL, as a counselor and teacher. n Peter
Becraft, Burke, VA, accepted a
position at SI International Inc.
as executive vice president of
the Mission Services Group.
n Jamie (Brady) Brown,
Greensboro, published a children’s book, “Angelo and
the Master.” n Grace (Sides)
Williamson, Florence, SC, retired after 31 years from Florence School District One as a primary teacher. n Wiley Doby, Rockwell, has been hired as superintendent
of schools in Duplin County. n Pamela
(Overstreet) Paisley, Athens, GA, received the 2006 Ohana Honors Award
from the Counselors for Social Justice.
n Maxcy Dangerfield, Columbia, SC,
was promoted to computer scientist system developer at Computer Sciences Corporation.

’78

n

Harold Daniel, Orono, ME,
was promoted to director of
the Center for Tourism Research and
Outreach at University of Maine. n Col.
Gill Beck, Greensboro, was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal for his work as
staff judge advocate of Task Force 134
with the Multinational Forces in Baghdad, Iraq. n Debbie (Mayhew) Oliver,
Charlotte, was promoted to principal at
Oakboro Elementary School.
n Robert Alford, Greenville, SC, received a MA in middle school social studies from Furman University. He
teaches sixth grade social studies at the
Greenville Middle Academy of Traditional Studies in Greenville, SC. n Chris
Swecker, Charlotte, accepted a position at Bank of America in Charlotte
as director of protective and investigative services. n Cynthia (Avery) Gray
and Jakie Gray ’76, Kernersville, were
married on November 19, 2005. n Lori
Bruce Millberg, Wendell, was elected
to the Wake County Board of Education
for a four-year term. n Harry Flynn, Taylorsville, retired after 44 years in Big Lots
Inc. management and has now started
his own photography business.

’79

n

Professor Edward Miles,
Lawrenceville, GA, received
n

the Faculty Recognition Award
for Excellence in Service from
the Robinson College of Business at Georgia State University.
n Deborah (Drye) Williams, Albemarle, received national board certification
as a middle childhood generalist. n John
Humphries, Charlotte, accepted a position at WYFF 4 in Asheville as general sales manager. n Deborah (Harmon)
Kincaid, Hudson, accepted a position
at Caldwell County Career Center High
School as principal. n Mark Ferguson,
Miami, FL, was named audit manager at
Office of Inspector General in Miami,
FL. n Jay Stafford, Colonial Heights, VA,
is serving with the Army in OIF III in Al
Kisik, Iraq, as a military transition team
chief to an Iraqi infantry brigade.

’80

Anne (Metcalf) Parton,
Union Mills, received a master of library science from Appalachian
State University. n Neil Emory, Dunn,
is serving as the 42nd president of the
North Carolina City and County Managers Association. n Pat Janke, SPHR, Oak
Ridge, was promoted to vice president
of human resources for Cross Company.
n Carol Almond, Boone, was inducted
into the Rowan County Hall of Fame for
her athletics career.

’81

n

Thomas Lloyd, Fayetteville,
accepted a position with the
Cumberland County Planning and Inspections Department as director.
n Paul Hamilton, Elon, accepted a position at Air Force Academy as assistant
football coach. n Steven Wyatt, Catawba, accepted a position in Henderson
County as county manager. n Rebecca
n

◗ Celebrating Women
As part of Women’s History Month,
Appalachian hosted a juried exhibit in the
Turchin Center for the Visual Arts called
“Women Artists of Western North Carolina.”
The 27 featured artists included alumni
Jamie Goodman ’94, Kim Feigenbaum ’04,
Linda McCalister ’91 MA and Catherine
Altice ’87.
The exhibit included various media and
was designed to educate the public about
the significance of women’s art in the
region. It was sponsored by the Turchin
Center and Appalachian’s Women’s Studies
Program.
(Starnes) Smith, Graham, has been
hired as director of school improvement and assistant superintendent of K12 curriculum with the Rowan-Salisbury
Board of Education.

’82

Thomas Parker, Dobson,
accepted a position at Panther
Creek High School as athletics director.
n Teresa (Hollar) Branch, Hudson, accepted a position at Caldwell County
Early College High School as principal.
n Mathew Armstrong, Hollywood, MD,
was promoted to comptroller with Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division.
n Neill Caldwell, High Point, accepted
a position at Virginia Conference of the
United Methodist Church in Richmond
as editor of the Advocate magazine.
n Ronald Brown, New Britain, CT, accepted a position at Connecticut Conference, United Church of Christ in
Hartford, CT, as associate conference
minister. He also received a doctor of
n
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Designing an effective network
When 14,600 students return to campus and plug various
computers, laptops and hand-held devices into the university’s
computer network, there are four Appalachian alumni who ensure
all goes smoothly.
Any person connecting to the university’s network – through
a residence hall room, faculty office or classroom portal – must
register their
computer. The
network registration helps
protect against
hackers, viruses
and other security issues.
The
university’s
information
Appalachian’s information technology services team
technology
members are, from left, John Pertalion ’98, Karen Norris
services team,
’86, Laramie Combs ’98 and David Hayler ’89 ’98.
all Appalachian
graduates, designed a registration system so effective that the
computer hardware manufacturer Enterasys praised the university
for its innovative implementation of Enterasys’s computer
networking hardware.
Enterasys recently profiled Appalachian in one of its publications, calling Appalachian’s Netreg system an industry leader.
In a multimillion-dollar upgrade, Appalachian developed
the system using open-source applications and systems wrapped
around an Enterasys Secure Network infrastructure.
“We were able to register 6,000+ users in just three days with
our upgraded infrastructure, making (2005) the smoothest
‘move in’ in recent memory,” David Hayler ’89 ’98, Appalachian’s
network systems specialist, was quoted as saying in the spring
publication.
Enterasys also praised Appalachian’s overall infrastructure for
its ability to support diverse users, ensure continuity and protect
against security threats.
Read the article at www.enterasys.com/solutions/verticals/
education/ under “case studies.”
ministry degree in preaching from Chicago Theological Seminary.

’83

Amy (Roof) Snyder, Lexington, received a master of library science from East Carolina University. n Donna (Wheeling) Sigmon, Claremont, accepted the position of principal at Blackburn Elementary School in
Newton. n Jeffrey Brittain, Hickory, received chief information officer certification from UNC-CH. n Capt.Harold
Pittman, Norfolk, VA, was recognized by
PR News as the PR Professional of the
Year - Government. n Jeff Sherrill, Sterling, VA, was named associate director
of the National Association of Student
Councils, which is sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School
Principals in Reston, VA.
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’84

Scott Plemmons, Mooresville, was promoted to senior
vice president - specialty sales at Lowe’s.
n Charles Coiner, Evanston, IL, accepted a position with the Buffalo Bills as
tight ends coach. n David Boling, Salisbury, received chief information officer certification from UNC-CH. n Joe
Huggins, Columbia, SC, received a MBA
from Gardner-Webb University. He was
promoted to executive officer for task
force marshall for the U.S. Army at Fort
Jackson, SC. He was also promoted to
the rank of lieutenant colonel. n Kenan
Smith, Salisbury, was elected to the
board of directors for Hand Held Products Inc. n William Munson, Simpsonville, SC, accepted a position at Automation Engineering Corporation in Greer,
SC, as marketing manager.
n

’85

Bradley Lawing, Durham,
accepted a position at the
University of South Carolina as defensive line coach. n Phillip Hardin, Asheville, accepted a position with McDowell County’s Department of Social Services as director. n Charles Thompson,
Valencia, CA, received certification in
the human resources industry. He was
promoted to human resource manager at Rose Bowl Operating Company in Pasadena, CA. n Frances Shelton,
Hendersonville, is the director of the
Hendersonville High School Concert
Band, which competed in the National Band and Orchestra Festival in Boston and was named the best of the best.
n Deborah (Dugger) Marshall, Boone,
is the 2006 recipient of the Rennie W.
Brantz Award for Outstanding Teaching in Freshman Seminar at Appalachian. n William Clement, Zebulon, accepted a position with Crescent State
Bank as senior vice president and eastern Wake community executive. n Chip
and Pat (Osborne) Buff, Charlotte, announce the birth of their son, Harris
Patrick, April 3.

’86

n

Marshall Croom, Mooresville, was promoted to senior
vice president - merchandising & store
support at Lowe’s. n David Bazzle and
Teresa Bazzle, Summerville, SC, announce the birth of their son, Brett Allen, March 14, 2005. n Jeffery Woodard,
Nashville, TN, was promoted to claims
manager for OH, AL, MS and IN at First
Acceptance Services in Nashville, TN.
n Allison (Seigler) Harrison and Louie Harrison, Columbia, SC, announce the
birth of their daughter, Kathleen Grace,
Feb. 20, 2005. n Tina (Riddle) Baity,
Yadkinville, announces the birth of her
daughter, Zachariah Beau Tucker, Aug. 10,
2005. n Pamela (Tucker) Hinson, Monroe, accepted a position with the City of
Concord as finance director. n Diana
Brawley and Neal Magee, Syracuse,
NY, announce the birth of their daughter, Lydia Grace, June 13, 2005. n James
Hayes, Vilas, accepted a position at Appalachian State University as director of advancement services. n Robert
Winchester, Raleigh, was elected senior vice president at First Citizens Bank
in Raleigh.

’87

n

Melissa Hammonds and
Kevin Hammonds, Greenville,
SC, were married on Jan. 7. n Dwayne
Cogdill, Laguna Niguel, CA, was honored with an Award of Merit from the
Society of Publication Designers for outstanding graphic design for his work on
the Christian Research Journal.
n Lawton Kitchin and Dana, Colorado Springs, CO, announce the birth of
their son, Jacob Andrew, Feb. 16. Lawton
accepted a position at 100th GMD Brin

gade in Colorado Springs, CO, as missile
defense element director. n Melissa
Campbell Cline and Steve Cline ’89,
Hickory, announce the birth of their son,
Joshua Ross, on Feb. 21, 2005. n James
Cornett, Oakland Park, FL, was named
the mountain area program manager
for the Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter. n Charlotte
(Matthews) Brooks and George
Brooks, Fayetteville, announce the birth
of their son, Ephram Wesley Brooks,
May 29.

’88

Daniel Hauser, Concord,
accepted a position at Wachovia Bank in Charlotte, as risk management investigator. n Steven Wilkes, High
Point, accepted a position with the Chicago Bears as defensive backs coach.
n Lisa (Deaton) Williams and Jody
Williams, Conover, announce the birth
of their son, Joshua Tate, April 23, 2005.
n Delores Morris, Spencer, assistant superintendent of human resources for
the Rowan-Salisbury School System,
won the 2006 N.C. Association of Educators Central Office’s Administrator
of the Year award. n Troy Douglas, Jacksonville, FL, accepted a position at the
University of South Florida as assistant
football coach. n Lisa Moody, Vilas, was
named Cove Creek Elementary Teacher
of the Year for 2006-07. n Diane Porter,
Gainesville, FL, received a PhD in higher
education administration from the University of Florida. n Michael Yates, Linwood, was promoted to district supervisor at North Carolina Alcohol Law Enforcement in Greensboro.

’89

n

Brian Peace, Davidson, was
promoted to senior vice president-corporate affairs at Lowe’s.
n Elizabeth (Whitney) Bush, Daniel Island, SC, accepted a position at Daniel
Island News. n Stanley Latta, Cary, was
appointed by Gov. Mike Easley to the
North Carolina Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service.
n James Burr, Cornelius, was promoted to corporate treasurer at Wachovia Corporation. n John Settle, Madison,
WI, accepted a position at Wisconsin as
assistant football coach. n Beth (Laney)
Queen, Catawba, accepted a position
at Bandys High School as girls’ varsity basketball coach. n Amy (Herman)
Freeman and Alex Freeman, Charlotte,
announce the birth of their son, Evan
Alexander, Feb. 16. n Amanda Jessup,
Greensboro, was promoted to client information analyst II at BB&T in the Marketing - Client Intelligence & Research
Division. n Robert Bliss, Valdese, accepted a position at West Henderson High
School as boys’ basketball coach.
n David Williams, High Point, received a
MBA from High Point University.
n Steven Markofski, Irvine, CA, was
promoted to senior product planner n

Motorcycle Division at American Honda
Motor Co., Inc. in Torrance, CA.

’90

Corky Collins and Lisa Durrheim, Saffron Walden, were
married on Feb. 18, 2005. Corky accepted a position at Computer Solutions &
Finance in London, UK, as research and
development manager. n Bruce Minor
and Heidi Minor, Greensboro, announce
the birth of their daughter, Carole Jane,
June 25, 2005. n Deborah (Hughes)
Huggins and Joe Huggins ’84, Columbia, SC, announce the adoption of
two boys, Thomas Joseph and Jackson
Hal, Oct. 13, 2005. n Shawn (Barwick)
Wild and Jim Wild, Lawrenceville, NJ, announce the birth of their son, Graham
Joseph, Nov. 14, 2005. n Mark Kanning
and Jennifer Kanning, Bethlehem, GA,
announce the birth of their son, Ryan
Stephen, Nov. 13, 2005. Mark accepted a
position at Agilent Technologies in Bethlehem, GA, as field service engineer.

’91

Stephanie (Smith) Hickey
and Dan Hickey, Alexandria,
VA, were married in Feb. 2005. Stephanie was promoted to manager, recruitment department of STG International, Inc. n Paul “Randall” McCray, Maumee, OH, accepted a position at Rice as
safeties coach and recruiting coordinator. n Greysen (Tew) Fleming, Felton,
DE, was promoted to vice president of
human resources and training at Halpern Eye Associates in Dover, DE. n Paul
McCray, Maumee, OH, accepted a position at Wisconsin as assistant football
coach. n Janis (Waldron) Millsaps, Nicaragua, accepted a position at Centro Educativo Nueva Generacion in Masatepe, Masaya, Nicaragua as preschool
coordinator and middle school teacher. n Scott North and Laurie Valentine,
Kernersville, announce the birth of their
twin girls, Erin Linnon and Allison Claire,
Jan. 20. n Brian Estridge and Rebecca, Colleyville, TX, announce the birth of
their daughter, Ellen Elizabeth Estridge,
Feb. 21. n Michele (Bradshaw) Farr
and James Farr, Lenoir, announce the
birth of their daughter, Jenna Lee, Jan. 23.
n Michael Scales, Sewell, NJ, accepted
a position at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA, as director of housing and
residential life. n Susan Deaton, Concord, was named Teacher of the Year for
Cabarrus County schools. n Jill Sparks,
Asheville, has joined Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College as
the assistant director of the Small Business Center and Incubator. n Forrest
Smith, Wilmington, accepted a position
at Professional Computer & Network
Services in Wilmington as technical support representative.

’92

Ronald Prince, Keswick, VA,
accepted a position at Kansas State University as head football
coach. n Jennifer (Fornaro) Ebbs, Beln

mont, received a master of science from
Winthrop University. n Walter “Mac”
Mahaffee and Linda Mahaffee, Mentor, OH, announce the birth of their son,
John Collins, Dec. 20, 2005. n Daniel
Hauser, Winston-Salem, accepted a position at Ohio University as associate
athletics director. n Jacquelyn (Julian)
McInturff, Boone, accepted a position
with the Adult Basic Skills Professional Development Grant, Appalachian, in
Boone as administrative assistant. n John
Michael Pennington and Jenny Kveton, Sugar Land, TX, were married Oct.
22, 2005. n Mitchell Valentine, Gastonia, was promoted to assistant vice
president at Carolinas Healthcare System in Charlotte. n Brad Strouse and
Marijke (Buchner) Strouse, Charlotte, announce the birth of their daughter, Chloe, Jan. 14. n Laura (Robinson)
Hodge and Robert Hodge, Mount Ulla, announce the birth of their daughter, Olivia Claire, April 5, 2005. n Tara
(Vitale) Shumate and Kevin Shumate,

Tolland, CT, announce the birth of their
son, Bryson Neal, Dec. 12, 2005. Tara received a master of science in educational leadership from Central Connecticut State University. n Michael
Womble, Belhaven, accepted a position
with Mitchell County Schools as superintendent. n Scott Townsend and Colleen Townsend, Burke, VA, announce the
birth of their son, Liam James, Jan. 16.
n George Dixen, Bluffton, SC, officiates
wrestling for both high school and college. n Mitchell Valentine and Chellie
Valentine, Gastonia, announce the birth
of their son, Evan Todd, May 2. n Anna
(Wilkins) Smith and Doug Smith ’97,
Matthews, announce the birth of their
son, Evan Samuel, March 10. n Kimberly
(West) Bounds and Thomas Bounds,
Raleigh, announce the birth of their son,
Owen Thomas, April 19, 2005. Kimberly
accepted a position at Knightdale Baptist
Church in Knightdale as part-time music director. n Susan Hallman, Hillsborough, was elected to the Orange Coun-

◗ Paying it Forward
Kevin Tait ’06 wasted no time in making a difference at Appalachian. As he crossed
the commencement stage in May, he handed a $100 check to Chancellor Kenneth
E. Peacock. “I want to be an active alumnus,” Kevin said. “(Classmates) say that in
the future they plan to give, but I wanted to start early and make it a habit, not wait
til I’m in my 30s.” To read his full story, visit www.give.appstate.edu and click on
“View Donor Profiles.”

ty Board of Education. n Lenore Hoyt
and Lewis Acampora, Pocatello, ID, were
married April 22. Lenore accepted a position at the University of Louisville as an
associate professor of chemistry.

’93

n

’94

n

Gregory Garner and Elizabeth Pearson, Wilmington,
were married Nov. 12, 2005. n Kevin
Barney and Keiko Nishikawa, Torrance,
CA, were married Nov. 6, 2005. n Jeff
Reid, Washington, DC, accepted a position at DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary
US LLP in Washington, DC, as client development executive. n Gregory Smith
and Lori Smith, Charlotte, announce
the birth of their son, Britton Archer,
Jan. 26, 2005. n Cynthia (Eaton) Byers
and Cale Byers, Charlotte, announce
the birth of their daughter, Lauren Avery, April 11, 2005. n Tracy (Tarleton)
Gentile and Arthur Gentile announce
the birth of their son, Arthur Sylvester,
III, May 16, 2005. n Melonie (Gallen)
Thompson, Salisbury, was promoted to patrol lieutenant with the Salisbury Police Department. n Kimberly
(Stroman) Ferguson and Jim Ferguson,
Gastonia, announce the birth of their
daughter, Elizabeth “Ellie” Katherine Ferguson, May 19, 2005. n Shawn (Wise)
Duncan and Thad Duncan, Clayton, announce the birth of their daughter, Olivia June, Jan. 5. n Jonathan Taylor, Raleigh, was named breakfast chairman
of the 2006 Friends of Scouting, Major
Gifts Breakfast by the Crosswinds District of Boy Scouts of America. n Karen
(Brueckmann) Hauschild and Thomas
Hauschild, Raleigh, announce the birth of
their son, Carson Thomas, April 7, 2005.
Karen was promoted to associate director of the First Year College at N.C.
State University in Raleigh. n Elizabeth
(Locke) Munsell and Eric Munsell
’91, Raleigh, announce the birth of their
daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, Sept. 22, 2005.
n James Reaves, Kernersville, received
a master of science in financial services
from Richard D. Irwin Graduate School
of The American College. n Kimberly
Fugate, Gainesville, FL, received a
PhD in mental health counseling from
the University of Florida. n Kirsten
(Jorgensen) McBurney, Hudson, received an associate degree in nursing
from Caldwell Community College and
Technical Institute. n Kimberly (Telfair)
Harmon and Tony Harmon ’91, Apex,
announce the birth of their son, Grayson Telfair, March 4. n Amy (Shiflet)
Singleton and Mike Singleton, Richmond, VA, announce the birth of their
son, Joseph Michael, Feb. 2. n Jennifer
(Jolley) Childers, Mount Holly, was promoted to business administrator at First
Presbyterian Church in Gastonia.
Jerry Bowman, Wake Forest, accepted a position at
MAG Mutual Insurance Co. in Raleigh as
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litigation specialist/medical malpractice.
n Timothy Sparks and Jodi Sparks,
Pfafftown, announce the birth of their
son, Cadon Antares, July 29, 2005. Timothy was promoted to head varsity girls’ soccer coach at R.J. Reynolds
High School in Winston-Salem. n Philip
Elmore and Dorita Elmore, Charlotte, announce the birth of their daughter, Isabella McKenzie, Feb. 15. n Rachel
(Gaillard) Smook and Clay Smook,
North Quincy, MA, announce the birth
of their son, Ethan James, Oct. 19, 2005.
Rachel coauthored the book “Our Bodies, Ourselves” published by the Boston Women’s Health Book Collective.
n John Hart and Donna (Pearson)
Hart ’96, Charlotte, announce the birth
of their son, Ian Joseph, Jan. 23. n Amy
(Ussery) Suggs and Ed Suggs, Raleigh,
announce the birth of their son, Samuel
Foard, Sept. 14, 2005. n Albert Mauceri,
McKinney, TX, started his own company,
The Mauceri Agency LLC, in McKinney,
TX. n Sabrina (Hill) Johnson, Jamestown, has been hired to lead the volleyball program at Guilford Technical Community College. n Beth Isenhour, Newton, accepted a position with Catawba
County Schools as assistant superintendent of curriculum and instruction.
n Sherry (Dayton) Bell and James Bell,
Spruce Pine, announce the birth of their
son, Jameson Dayton, Dec. 17, 2005.
n Christine Underwood, Statesville, has
opened the Law Office of Christine Underwood, PLLC in Statesville. n Justin

alumni news
Fletcher, Asheville, was promoted to
vice president, global key accounts at Sonopress in Asheville. n C. Mark Turner,
Hickory, received a MS in telecommunications from the University of Colorado-Boulder. n Carson Vermillion,
earned the doctoral of musical arts degree in conducting from the University of Southern Mississippi. He has
been appointed associate director of
bands at Northern Arizona University. n Molly (McIntyre) McDaniel and
Jason McDaniel, Raleigh, announce the
birth of twin boys, Dillon Sean and Owen Ross, Sept. 20, 2005.

’95

Kyle Reed, Fayetteville, accepted a position as commander at the U.S. Army advanced airborne school, 82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg. n Ashelin Currie, Kannapolis, was named Woodrow Wilson Elementary Teacher of the Year 200506. n Leslie (Rippy) Campbell and
Scott Campbell, Clemmons, announce
the birth of their son, Sawyer Graham,
Oct. 4, 2005. n Kenneth J. Beam, CPA,
Banner Elk, was promoted to partner
at Brown & Beam, P.A., Certified Public Accountants, in Banner Elk. n Michael
McCluskey, Jacksonville, FL, accepted a
position at Landstar Systems, Inc. in Jacksonville, FL, as programmer/analyst. n C.
Hunter Widener, Charlotte, was promoted to senior vice president at Bank
of America Private Bank. n Kevin
Joyce, Winston-Salem, received a masn

◗ Mountaineers of Distinction
Appalachian State University’s Alumni Association presented its annual awards
in April to, from left, Jason S. Triplett ’98 of Boone, market president and vice
president of Wachovia Bank’s Watauga County operation, Young Alumnus Award;
former Boone mayor and businesswoman Velma C. Burnley, Honorary Alumnus
Award for her leadership in promoting “town and gown” relationships; Jennifer
Alley ’69 of Wilmington, executive director of the National Association of Collegiate
Women Athletics Administrators and one of Appalachian’s first women studentathletes, Distinguished Alumnus Award; and J. Bradley Wilson ’75 of Cary,
Outstanding Service Award. Wilson, former chairman of the UNC Board of Governors,
is executive vice president, chief administrative officer and corporate secretary of
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina. Learn more about the alumni awards and
how to nominate someone at www.alumni.appstate.edu.
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ter’s degree in school administration from Gardner-Webb University. n Colleen (Bender) Bohensky and
Nick Bohensky, Madison, NJ, announce
the birth of their daughter, Zoe Elyse, June 30, 2005. n Thomas McDuffie
and Gretchen McDuffie, Raleigh, announce the birth of their son, Davis Sullivan, Aug. 1, 2005. n Jennifer Tolles and
Dane Perry ’96, Huntersville, announce
the birth of their daughter, Emma Elizabeth, March 19, 2005. n Deborah
(McMullen) Leahy and Jim Leahy, Charlotte, announce the birth of twin girls,
Sarah Marian and Caroline Annette,
March 1. n Crystal (Norris) Shelton,
Statesville, accepted a position at Hanes
Industries in Conover as programmer
analyst. n Dawn Perry, Wilmington, has
accepted a graduate assistantship at the
University of Southern Mississippi where
she will pursue a doctorate of musical
arts degree in conducting. n Ric Francis,
Hinesville, was promoted to major in
the U.S. Army. He is currently stationed
at human resources command in Alexandria, VA. n Adam Hatch and Erin Hatch, Washington, announce the
birth of their daughter, Audrey Faye, Jan.
21. n Justin Purnell, Asheville, accepted a position with Keller Williams Professionals in Asheville. n Kara (Morch)
Langan and Michael Langan, Hopewell,
NJ, announce the birth of their daughter, Katherine Grace, March 24. n Carl
Jason Sigmon, Newton, accepted a position at Beth Eden Lutheran Church in
Newton as associate pastor. n Amanda
(Edwards) Rusmisell and James Rusmisell, Charlotte, announce the birth of
their son, Bennett James, Feb. 10. n C.
Shane Cook and Regina (Heavner)
Cook ’97, Valdese, announce the birth
of their son, Garrison Clark, March 23.
n Jeff Davis, Rockwell, accepted a position at Food Lion, LLC in Salisbury as
project manager. n Christopher Cuddy,
Forsyth, IL, was named vice presidentcorn processing division with Archer
Daniels Midland Company. n Maria
(McDonald) Freeman, Rockwell, was
named Teacher of the Year for RowanSalisbury Schools. n Sean Welsch and
Liz (Brereton) Welsch ’95, Collierville, annouce the birth of their son, Jackson Thomas, Jan. 19. Sean accepted a position at Smith & Nephew in Memphis,
TN as regional vice president of sales.

’96

Laura (Mitchell) Tallant
and Chris Tallant, Greensboro,
announce the birth of their son, Brady
Christopher, April 10, 2005. Laura also
received a doctorate in audiology from
Pennsylvannia College of Optometry.
n William Leonard and Heather (Norris) Leonard, Rolesville, announce the
birth of twins, one girl and one boy, Maleah and Alex, March 10, 2005. William
also accepted a position with the Town
n

of Rolesville as parks and recreation director. n Kaaren Hayes, Boone, received
the Ann Royal Special Recognition for
Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Leo M. Croghan Memorial Foundation.
n Angie (Borjes) Phillips and Chris
Phillips, Davidson, announce the birth
of their son, Holden Cardwell, Nov. 29,
2005. n Ashley VanLandingham and
Grady Hockersmith, Olathe, KS, were
married Nov. 26, 2005. Ashley also received a master of social work degree
from the University of South Carolina.
n Krista Herold, Wadesboro, received
national board certification as an early childhood generalist. n Paul Spicer,
Winston-Salem, accepted a position
at Salem Glen in Clemmons as head
golf pro. n Russell Yelton, Hendersonville, developed a program at AshevilleBuncombe Technical Community College’s business incubator that was chosen as one of the best 10 programs in
the U.S. by the Bellwether Award Selection Committee for Community Colleges. n Peter Zamboki, Charleston, was
promoted to senior account executive
at Blackbaud Inc. in Charleston.
n David Willis, Mooresville, was promoted to senior project manager at
Bank of America in Beijing, China.
n Robin Jackson and Clifford Isaac,
Pfafftown, were married, Feb. 25.
n Brigitte (Everhart) Baker and Gary
Baker, Kinston, announce the birth of
their daughter, Samantha Kaye, Aug.
7, 2005. n Jeffrey Pierson and Jennifer Quinn, Bethlehem, PA, were recently
married. n John Childs, Chapel Hill, accepted a position with Purcellville as assistant town manager. n Jody Matlock,
Charlotte, accepted a position at CornerStone Ear, Nose & Throat in Charlotte as physician assistant. n Van
Bergstrom, Foxfire Village, received a
MA in health education and promotion from East Carolina University. He
also received certification as a licensed
nursing home administrator. n John
Waldrup, Hamptonville, accepted a position at Stave Worldwide in Mocksville
as director of North American sales.
n Kellie Brown, Kingsport, TN, is the author of the non-fiction work “An Annotated Bibliography and Reference List of
Musical Fiction.” n Benjamin Frank and
Randi Frank, Atlanta, announce the birth
of their son, Aaron David, Dec. 16, 2005.
n Linker Mills and Deb Mills, Perry Hall,
MD, announce the birth of their son,
Seth Lee, May 4. n Tom Rogers, Shallotte, accepted a position at Brunswick
County Emergency Services in Bolivia as
deputy director. n Elizabeth (Watson)
Sherry and Ryan Sherry, Raleigh, were
married May 6. n Sean Garnett, Dacula,
GA, was hired as head coach for the Mill
Creek High School boys’ soccer team. n
Heather (Holland) Holland-Milligan,
Charlotte, earned national board certi-

fication in the field of early adolescence
mathematics. n Stephanie Joseph,
Northville, MI, a California attorney, was
admitted to practice law in Michigan. n
Christopher Ragsdale and Jennifer
(Lipscomb) Ragsdale ’01, Madison, AL,
announce the birth of their daughter, Ella Leigh, May 5. Christopher accepted a
position at The University of Alabama in
Huntsville, as director of bands. He also received a doctor of musical arts degree in conducting from The University of Miami.

’97

Melissa (Roark) Miller and
Paul Miller, Apex, announce
the birth of their son, Braxton W., Dec.
27, 2005. n Susan (Sack) Sutter, received the U.S. Department of State’s
Ben Franklin Award for Outstanding Performance at the U.S. Embassy in Asuncion, Paraguay. She is a foreign service
officer with the Department of State, in
the Embassy’s Political Section. n Jason
Cope, Wendell, was promoted to director of land management applications
at Geographic Technologies Group in
Goldsboro. n Bradley Thomas, Bluffton, SC, was promoted to counselor in
the student services program at Technical College of the Lowcountry in Beaufort, SC. n Brian Jones, Charlotte, recently published a short article, “Tug of
War,” for The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists Online Edition. n Denise (White)
Tayson and Brian Tayson, King, announce
the birth of their daughter, Annie Reese,
Oct. 1, 2005. n Kimberly (McIntosh)
Mullen and Stuart Mullen ’94, Charlotte, announce the birth of their daughter, Elise James, May 14, 2005. n Monica
Wandler and Michael Ek, Charlotte,
were married Aug. 6, 2005. n Krista
(Travis) White and Michael White,
Conover, announce the birth of their
daughter, Chloe Elizabeth, June 27, 2004.
n Jennifer (Rogers) Jackson and Jay
’96, Holly Springs, announce the birth of
their son, Hunter Davis, Dec. 11, 2005.
n Christopher Upton, Waynesville, announces the birth of his son, William
Tyrus, Dec. 22, 2005. Christopher was
promoted to assistant principal at Enka Middle School in Candler. He also received a master’s degree in school administration from Western Carolina University. n Scarlet Monroe, Cumming, GA, was awarded the President’s
Club Award by The Grapevine Group,
for the second year in a row. n Misty
(Lee) Newnam and Lee Newnam, Raeford, announce the birth of their son,
Clint Mitchell, Sept. 14, 2005. n Matthew
Whitley and Leigh Ann, Oakboro, announce the birth of their daughter, Taylor Laine, Jan. 7. n James Baker, Sanford,
was promoted to major, U.S. Army.
n Scott Moore and Caroline Moore
’02, Asheville, announce the birth of
their daughter, Perci Isabel, Jan. 10. n
Mark McCoy and Angela (Tippette)

Encore!
Alumnus directs theatre in second career
Former businessman David Matthews ’74 is enjoying a second career with his first love: theatre.
As producing artistic director of Temple
Theatre in historic Sanford, Matthews works 80-90
hours a week, and he enjoys every moment.

The student became the teacher
this spring as David Matthews
’74 directed professor emeritus
Ed Pilkington, pictured center
on stage, in Temple Theatre’s
production of “Over the River and
Through the Woods.”

“Theatre was
the only place I’ve
ever worked where
I didn’t look at my
watch or care about
what day it was,”
Matthews said. “I
take Mark Twain’s
advice: ‘Find a career you truly enjoy
and you’ll never
work a day in your
life.’”

Although he
majored in speech and theatre, Matthews spent
most of his professional career owning and operating senior housing centers. In lieu of golf, he
directed plays and acted in N.C. theatres to satisfy
his drama habit.
He enjoyed his lucrative business, but he also
liked retiring from it.
“My passion has been theatrical events, through
acting or directing, since I was 8 years old,”
said Matthews, whose first gig was singing in a
children’s trio featured weekly on a local TV show
in Pennsylvania.
In his lifelong music/theatre hobby, Matthews

has toured as a bassist and vocalist with the Roger
McGuinn Trio (founder of the 1960s rock group
The Byrds) and performed at the Grand Old
Opry. His theatre credits include Highland Repertory Company, Flat Rock Playhouse and Players by
the Sea.
In July 2005, he took on artistic and executive
responsibilities at Temple Theatre, a thriving professional theater that presents eight shows a year
in its 333-seat auditorium.
Temple’s most successful production so far,
according to Matthews, was this spring’s “Over the
River and Through the Woods,” which included
his mentor, Appalachian professor emeritus Ed
Pilkington, in its cast.
“Ed Pilkington is a legend in the Southeast and
beyond, so you approach the opportunity to direct
him with reverence,” Matthews said. “I have so
much respect for him as a former professor and a
friend.”
Under Matthews’ leadership, Temple Theatre
is experiencing the biggest growth in its 80-year
history. It just purchased a neighboring downtown
building to expand its education programs, and
is preparing to build a 75-90 seat theatre for cutting-edge plays to complement the family-friendly,
commercial shows on its main stage.
“My goal is to make this the best theatre I possibly can,” Matthews said.
Learn more at www.templeshows.com
– Linda Coutant ’01MA
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’98

Jennifer (Foster) Roope
and Gerald Roope, North
Wilkesboro, announce the birth of
their son, Andrew James, Nov. 2, 2005.
n Rosemary Moore and Matthew
Dudley ’99, Fairview, were married Aug.
6, 2005. n Amy Riddle and Kirk Messick, Harrisburg, were married Aug. 20,
2005. n Sally (Choate) Friedman and
Dan Friedman ’96, Boone, announce
the birth of their daughter, Julia Banks, July 7, 2005. n Heather (Herrin) Wong
and Phil Wong, Franklinton, announce
the birth of their daugher, Samantha Renee, Nov. 18, 2005. n Tamara (Morgan)
Collins, Granite Falls, received a MA in
romance languages and Spanish K-12
from Appalachian State University. She
also received national board certification in Spanish. n Angel (Hodge) Wood,
Boone, accepted a position at Appalachian State University, as assistant director of the Brantley Risk and Insurance Center within the Walker College
of Business. n Jeffrey Campbell and
Emily (Ridenhour) Campbell, Climax,
announce the birth of their son, Zachary Jeffrey, June 5, 2005. n April Michelle
Varner, Kernersville, received her license as a clinical social worker.
n Michelle (Meyen) Huffman and
Ross Huffman ’00, Cary, announce the
birth of their daughter, Olivia Grace, Feb.
8. n Kimberly Eggers, Boone, was appointed to the Western Youth Network
Board of Directors. n Dwayne Elliott,
Nashville, TN, was promoted to director, New Student and First Year Programs at Vanderbilt University in Nashville. n Tavia (Fromm) Brown and
Ed Brown ’96, Charlottesville, VA, announce the birth of their son, Watts
McLeod, Aug. 18, 2005. n Matt and Kim
(Biggers) McKean,Charlotte, announce
the birth of their son, William Thomas, Sept. 26, 2005. n Mattias Matilainen,
Kernersville, accepted a position at Volvo Trucks in Greensboro as video producer. n Anna-Lysa (Lewis) Hartley
and Bradley Hartley, Lenoir, announce
the birth of their son, Joseph Arvel, Feb.
8. n Jennifer (Westbrook) Ghiloni and
Todd Ghiloni ’97, Cornelius, announce
the birth of their daughter, Taryn Marie, Feb. 28. n Jason Triplett, Boone, re-
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◗ Tasting the Big Apple
As part of the Appalachian Family Network, the New York City Metro Alumni
Chapter has hit the Big Apple by storm. Chapter president Seth Wiseman ’04, Bill
Rhinehart ’56 and other dedicated alumni have had great success in gathering
fellow Mountaineers in and around the city for socials. In March, they hosted a
chancellor’s reception, and in June enjoyed a North Carolina wine tasting with Grant
Holder, director of Appalachian’s enology program. More events are planned. Visit
www.alumni.appstate.edu for information on Appalachian Family Network groups
in your area.
ceived the 2006 Young Alumnus Award
from the Appalachian Alumni Association. n Jason Foster and Liz Foster, Rock
Hill, SC, announce the birth of their son,
Benjamin Dugan, July 1, 2005. Jason was
promoted to night city editor at The
Herald in Rock Hill. n Darren Dailey,
Westborough, MA, accepted a position
with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
Incorporated in Jacksonville, FL, as artistic and executive director. n Army Capt.
Michael Hagerty, has returned to the
173rd Airborne Brigade at Caserma Ederle, Vicenza, Italy, after being deployed
to Afghanistan. n Chad Hawley, Chicago, IL, received a juris doctorate degree
from Loyola University Chicago School
of Law.

’99

Melissa (Pruitt) Miles, Pineville, received a master of education degree from Winthrop University. n Ashley (Manning) Snider and
Brad Snider ’98, Chesapeake, VA, announce the birth of their daughter, Ella Clare, April 14, 2005. n Jon Bailey,
Whitsett, announces the birth of his
son, Mathias Levente, Jan. 21. n Ellen
(Aldrich) Hamrick and Jeff Hamrick, Mooresboro, were married, June
18, 2005. n Marvin Collins, Granite
Falls, received a MPA from Appalachian
State University. n Scott Matheson and
Whitney (Cole) Matheson, Brooklyn, NY, announce the birth of twin
boys, Cole Thomas and Griffin Scott,
Feb. 23. Scott received a MBA in investment management from the Kenan-Flagler Business School at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. n Kelly (Deaton) Carey and
n

Mike Carey ’97, Conover, announce the
birth of their son, Brock George, April
21, 2005. n Jonathan Wood and Kim
(Pryor) Wood ’01, Charlotte, announce
the birth of a son, Nolan James, March
9. n Toby Cooper and Daniel DeForge, Durham, were married Oct. 22,
2005. n Kevin Hutchins and Elizabeth
(Speranza) Hutchins, Harrisburg, announce the birth of their daughter, Anna
Grace, Nov. 28, 2005. n Melissa
Carpenter, Newland, accepted a position at High Country Bank in Linville as
mortgage lender. n Maria (Poindexter)
Vernon and Christopher Vernon, Clemmons, announce the birth of their
daughter, Marissa Elaine, April 8.
n Jennifer (Taylor) Reid, Vass, accepted
a position at Weichert Realtors - Larose
and Company in Southern Pines as an
agent. n Lori Camp and Paul Brim, Minneapolis, MN, were married Feb. 11.
n Michael Ackerman and Tina Dansaert-Ackerman, Chandler, AZ, were
married March 20. Michael has accepted a position at Casa Grande Police Department in Casa Grande, AZ,
as a police officer. n Marsha (Robbins)
Anderson, Boone, has been named
Teacher of the Year for Watauga County Schools. She is a fourth-grade teacher at Blowing Rock Elementary School.
n Robert Windmiller, Hudson, is the
new head boys’ basketball coach at
South Caldwell High School. n Erin
Poage and Charles Dennis, San Antonio,
TX, were married April 8.

’00

Scarlet Sellers, Charlotte,
received a master of education from Winthrop University. n Tyler
n

Hall, Huntersville, accepted a position at
Grubb Properties in Charlotte as CPA
assistant controller. n Tara Pierce, Reidsville, received a professional licensure in
marriage and family therapy. n Meredith
Faulkenberry Kennedy, Wilmington,
received a MA in adult education and
distance learning from the University of
Phoenix. n Robert Clary, Alexandria,
VA, accepted a position with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP’s National Tax Office
in Washington, DC in the firm’s mergers
and acquisitions group. n Donald Loock,
Glen Gardner, NJ, is the Piedmont environmental council conservation officer of Rappahannock and Clarke counties. n Davis Hyde, Charlotte, accepted a position at J. Lohr Vineyards and
Wines in San Jose, CA, as the Carolinas
area manager. n Jennifer (Marchione)
Poindexter, Kernersville, accepted a
position at BB&T in Winston-Salem as
sourcing consultant. n Kristina Miller
and Doug Troskey, Charlotte, were married April 1. n Dorothy Timbs, Alexandria, VA, works in the office of the Special Counsel in Washington, D.C.
n Adrian (Whitley) Gantt, Salisbury,
has accepted the position of field hockey coach at Catawba.

’01

Brett Bushnell and Meghan
Kephart, Durham, were married Oct. 1, 2005. n Mary McAuliffe
and Christopher Williams ’02, Raleigh,
were married Oct. 29, 2005. n Bryan
Scott and Francie Schultz, Richmond,
VA, were married Dec. 31, 2005.
n Jennifer (Lancaster) Pena, Boone,
received the Cashman Award for best
history thesis from UNCW. Jennifer was
also promoted to chief curator of collections at Old Wilkes Inc. in Wilkes County. n Leslie Lowman, Lone Tree, CO, accepted a position at AIMCO in Denver
as programmer II. n Rachel (Powers)
Patterson and Andrew Patterson, Pinehurst, were married Jan. 1. n John
Reaves, Tampa, FL, was promoted to recruiting coordinator with the football
program at University of South Carolina. n John (Marshall) Ellis, Washington, D.C., was promoted to senior director membership at the Fulbright Association. John received his MPA with
a concentration in nonprofit management from George Washington University. n Clayton Brown, La Grange, accepted a position at RBC Centura as a
mortgage loan officer. n Sarah Dayvault
and James Morrison, Charlotte, were
married Feb. 25. n Jennifer Setzer,
Lenoir, accepted a position at Caldwell
Community College as volleyball head
coach. n Kyle Killian, Hickory, was promoted to financial services manager at
First Citizens Bank in Rutherford College. n Mark Armistead, Rolla, MO, received a doctorate of medical dentistry
from Boston University. n Jinny TurmanDeal, Hickory, was hired by the N.C.
n

Arts Council to help research and detail
the history of Caldwell County’s Happy Valley. n Stephen Domer, received
a juris doctor from the John Marshall
Law School in Chicago, IL. n Stanley
Farmer, Wilson, accepted a position
in Selma as town manager. n Jessica
Gross, Huntersville, accepted a position at the Kohler Company - Lowes Division in Huntersville as senior sales analyst. n Anna Holmes and Jimmy Kerns,
Apex, were married Feb. 18. n William
Rucker, Hickory, accepted a position at
Mill Creek Middle School as principal.
n Emily Smoot Smith, Clemmons, accepted a position at Wake Forest University as assistant director of communications for the Office of Alumni Activities. n Tracie Dunlap, Mauldin, SC, accepted a position at Durham Marriott
at the Civic Center as corporate sales
manager. n Brianne Parker, Deep Gap,
accepted a position at Coastal Carolina
University in Conway, SC, as a first year
academic advisor. n Wendell Richards,
Moscow, ID, was hired as assistant
strength and conditioning coach at San
Diego State. n Megan Setliff and Chad
Perrino, Apex, were married March 11.
n Brian Benton, Indian Trail, received
a MBA from the Babcock Graduate
School of Management at Wake Forest
University.

’02

Jill English and William
Bobbitt, Charlotte, were
married Sept. 25, 2005. n Lawrence
Mounkes and Shelly Cantrell Mounkes, Fort Mill, SC, were married Aug. 21,
2005. Lawrence was promoted to director/technical director at WCNC-TV
in Charlotte. n Laura Dudney, Nashville, TN, accepted a position at Boult,
Cummings, Conners and Berry, PLC in
the litigation section. n Amber Banco,
Columbia, SC, received a master’s degree in social work from University of
South Carolina. n Rachel (Bowling)
Schroeder, Myrtle Beach, SC, was promoted to training/recruiting manager, in the human resources department
at Kingston Plantation Resort in Myrtle Beach. n Joseph Aycock, Charlotte,
accepted a position at ASA Late Model Series as flagman/tech official. n Jana
(Wilson) Hosmer, Hendersonville, accepted a position at Blue Ridge Community College as accounting instructor. n Amy Sparrow, Harrodsburg, KY,
accepted a position as field representative of Central Kentucky’s Heartland. n
Zach Ortman, Winston-Salem, completed U.S. Navy Officer Candidate
School at Officer Training Command,
Naval Air Station Pensacola, FL. n David
Hagaman, Boone, accepted a position
at Wilkes Central High School as head
basketball coach. n Christina (Lewis)
Strater and Jeremy Strater, High Point,
announce the birth of their daughter,
Catherine Grace, May 19, 2005.
n

Shiona Christensen, Knoxville, TN,
accepted a position as marketing coordinator for the College and University
Professional Association for Human Resources located in Knoxville. n Steven
“Beau” Foster and Katy Piatt ’03,
Winston-Salem, were married April 1.
n Shawn Evans, Lumberton, won the
first Run for the River in Kinston.
n Joshua Clendenin, Villa Rica, GA, was
promoted to defensive line coach at the
University of West Georgia located in
Carrollton, GA. n William McGough,
Columbia, SC, received a juris doctor
and international MBA from the University of South Carolina. n Kristi Shuping
and Neill Jones, Lowell, were married
April 22. n Brooke Yoho and Carter
Morgan ’00, Charlotte, were married
May 20. n Melissa Park, Lincolnton, was
named Teacher of the Year with Hickory Public Schools. n James Merchant,
Nashville, TN, has released his first
country music CD titled “Sweet Tea.”
n

’03

Lori Boles and Lukeus
Harris ’05, Winston-Salem,
were married Jan. 7. n Rachel Vaughn
and Graham Roberts, Raleigh, were
married Nov. 25, 2005. n Sharon Hollis
and Gregory Harris, Hickory, were married Oct. 20, 2005.
n John Nixon and Maribel Reyes, Elizabeth
City, were married Dec.
29, 2005. n Megan
Reichert, Greenville,
SC, accepted a position at Charter Media in
Greenville as an ad account executive. n Erik
Rockhold, Shelby, signed
with the Reading (PA)
Express of the American
Indoor Football League.
n John Barnhart, Midwest City, OK, received
a MBA from University of Central Florida. John is employed by
Health Management Associates Inc. as an assistant administrator at
Midwest Regional Medical Center. n Anne Shoemaker and
Zach Ortman ’02, Winston-Salem,
were married Feb. 18. n Amy Hobson
and Bruce Brewer, Garner, were married April 14. Amy has accepted a position at N.C. State Bureau of Investigation Crime Laboratory in Raleigh as a
forensic chemist I. n Leon Moore, Winston-Salem, is now on the roster of the
Rome Renegades of the American Indoor Football League. n Laura Turner
and Tim Forrester, Boone, were married March 25. n Jonathan William
Greene, Fleetwood, accepted a position
at eVerian Inc. as web project manager.
n Gerald Witt, Greensboro, accepted a
position at the Greensboro News & Ren
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McCoy ’98, Raleigh, announce the birth
of their daugher, Ainsley Elizabeth, Feb. 6.
n Erin (Hidell) Hardison and Robert
Hardison ’94, Garden Ridge, TX, announce the birth of their son, Robert
Hartwell III, March 27. n John Setzer,
Fletcher, was promoted to senior financial advisor at Merrill Lynch in Hendersonville. n Todd Poole, Winston-Salem,
was named deputy chief of staff for U.S.
Congresswoman Virginia Foxx.
n Christopher Cunning and Amy Poplin, Cary, were married April 29.
n Scarlet Monroe Pettit and Tom Pettit, Cumming, GA, were married May 19.

Saving Lives
Alumna successfully pushes
tougher highway law
Lara Feinberg ’92 is working to save the lives of law enforcement officers and emergency personnel stopped on the side of
highways.
Her husband, Hugh Feinberg ’96, is a state trooper. In 2001,
his best friend and partner was killed on I-40 in Haywood County
by an oncoming vehicle that swerved onto the shoulder while the
officer issued a citation. A year and a half later, another trooper
was killed under the same circumstances.
Getting hurt on the side of the road is a huge concern for officers, according to Feinberg.
The stay-at-home mom and substitute teacher in Waynesville
founded Families for Roadside Safety (FORS) in 2003 to promote
awareness of roadside accidents and work with state legislators
and state agencies to improve highway safety. The non-profit organization successfully worked to have rumble strips added to all
North Carolina highways by 2010.
FORS’s main focus, however, has been Project Move Over,
which called for amending the state’s “Move Over” law. The original law fined $25 to anyone who did not change lanes to give officers and emergency personnel
more roadside clearance.
FORS wrote an amendment
that raised the fine to $250,
plus court costs. The bill was
passed unanimously in both
the N.C. House and Senate. It
went into effect July 1.
According to the amendment, if a driver fails to move
over and reduce speed, and the
failure to do so results in property damage, it is an automatic misdemeanor. If failure to
move over results in a serious
injury or death, it is a felony.
Feinberg, whose degree is
in hospitality management, has
been interviewed on “Good
Morning America,” CNN and
Laura Feinberg ’92 with daughter
Connie at the Anthony G. Cogdill
Fox News in regard to North
Memorial Golf Tournament.
Carolina’s “Move Over” law.
She has gotten hundreds of emails from people across the United States wanting to start similar projects in their region.
“For me, it was a dream come true, to know that not only were
we reaching the people where we lived, but also around the country,” she said.
Feinberg still has one of the pens Gov. Easley used when signing the bill into law; she uses it to endorse donation checks for
FORS.
Learn more at www.f-o-r-s.com.
– Justin Boulmay ’06
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alumni news
Losses in the Appalachian Family
Wilson, Zionville,
’27 Nora
Feb. 4.

Blackwell, Waco,
’61 Hilda
TX, Jan. 19.

’31

’65

William Williams,
Morganton, April 3.

Bost, Marion,
’35 Ernest
March 20.

’36

Hasseltine Bagwell,
Raleigh, April 11. Vera
Crook, Albemarle, Feb. 2.

’37

James Waters, Clayton,
Jan. 10.

’38

Catherine Briggs,
Charlotte, 2006. Mary
Valentine, Pfafftown, April 1.

’39

George Powell, April
7. Amos Best, Kings
Mountain, April 12. Walline Best,
Kings Mountain, Jan. 31.

’40

Margaret Moore,
Cheraw, SC, March 27.

’43

Jane Fox, Burlington, Feb.
9. Cleta Williamson,
Matthews, Feb. 1.
(Bailey) Seatz,
’46 Ruth
Granite Falls, Jan. 12.
Claudia Tharpe, Statesville, March
24.

James Shannon, Rock Hill,
SC, March 18.

Case, Park Point
’67 Robert
Village, March 16. Rev.
Charles Addington, Bluefield,VA,
July 30, 2005.

’70

Craig Branson,
Asheboro, Jan. 2. Dennis Hipp,
Thomasville, March 19.
Kime, Climax,
’71 Robert
March 15.

’72

Wanona Van Hoy, Union
Grove, March 4.

Mabry, Radford,
’73 Melvin
VA, May 4.
Barry Gayer, Austin,
’74 Col.
TX March 1.
Nelson,
’75 Weldon
Norwood, March 12.
Ruth West
’76 Miriam
Cutler, Charlotte, March 3.
Boyce Myers, Granite Falls, Jan. 13.

’78

Donald Hancock,
Archdale, April 30.

Smith, Burlington,
Pendry, Hays, Oct.
’79 Robert
’47 Grover
March 4.
17, 2005.
Little, Glen Allen,
Shore, Charlotte,
’82 David
’48 Harriet
VA, Nov. 25, 2005. Michael
May 9.

’49

Freeze, Salisbury, April 27.

John Brendell, Boone,
Feb.21.

Hawkinson,
’50 Martha
Boone, Dec. 28, 2005.

’52

Dan Harrington,
Weaverville, Feb. 13.

’53 Iva Parrish, Aug. 1, 2005.
’55

James R. “Jim” Pace,
Hendersonville, March 3.

’56

Bobbie Edmisten,
Harmony, March 17. Roy
Evens, Panama City, FL, Dec. 2, 2005.

’57

Marceline Weathers,
Greensboro, April 16.

Ray Minton, West
’58 Rev.
Jefferson, Jan. 18. David
Holt, Port Charlotte, FL, May 14.
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Clark, Nashville,
’84 Donna
TN, Dec. 6, 2005. Richard
Pence, Salem,VA, March 28. Laura
Hopkins, Charlotte, Feb. 23.

’85

Kyle Gunter, Thomasville,
Jan. 3. Paul Donnelly,
Wake Forest, July 26. Jody Whitley,
Mint Hill, March 26.
Tucker, Greenville,
’95 Todd
SC, April 29.
DeLaVergne,
’00 Daniel
March 8.
Cutillo, Blowing
’04 Edward
Rock, Dec. 15, 2005.

’05 Seth Olson, Nov. 21, 2005.

cord as a staff writer. n Anne Joyce and
Kevin Powell, Ashburn, VA, were married April 22. n Brooke Boling, Charlotte, will be starring in the American
premiere of “Jack-The Musical, The Ripper Pursued” at the Blumenthal Theater in Charlotte. n Corinne (Harvey)
Causby, Dale City, VA, announces the
birth of her son, Shepherd Forrest, Feb.
20. n Christopher Cail, Acworth, GA,
received a master of science in exercise
science from University of Georgia.
n Pamela Helton and Eric Helton, Lenoir, announce the birth of
their daughter, Maggie Grace, March
26. n Alan Brown, Lenoir, was named
a Rookie Teacher of the Year by the
Greensboro Chamber of Commerce.
n Rachel Jackson, Cary, received a MS
in occupational therapy from East Carolina University.

’04

Brian Davis and Elizabeth
Voris, Winston-Salem, were
married Dec. 17, 2005. n Katie
Shepherd and John Callahan ’05,
Charleston, SC, were married July 30,
2005. n Mary Harrill, Maiden, received
a MBA in accounting emphasis from
Winthrop University. n James Milner,
Boone, started Milner Research Services, LLC in Boone. n Army 2nd Lt.
Matthew R. White, Cullowhee, graduated from the U.S. Army Ranger School
at Fort Benning, Columbus, GA, with
authorization to wear the distinctive
Ranger Tab. n William Christopher
Simpson and Kylie Shuman, Cameron,
were married March 31. n Robert C.M.
Rountree, Elm City, has been selected
as the circulation editor for the North
Carolina Journal of International Law
& Commercial Regulation. Robert also
serves as associate editor of The Right
Flank. n Cameron Ormsby, Hickory, accepted a position at Bucknell as assistant
soccer coach. n Brian Merritt, Raleigh,
accepted a position at Louisburg College
in Louisburg as admissions counselor.
n Heather (Lewis) Kline and Andrew
Kline, Boone, were married July 9, 2005.
n Jonathan Davis Greene, Statesville,
accepted a position with eVerian Inc. in
Boone as web project manager. n Brian
Hinch and Amy (Edmisten) Hinch,
Asheville, were married Aug. 6, 2005.
n Erin (Schmitt) Yacur and Chris Yacur,
Indian Trail, were married June 11, 2005.
n Timothy Maness, High Point, accepted a position at Forsyth County Detention Center in Winston-Salem as detention officer. n DaVon Fowlkes, Pineville,
has been signed for training camp by the
Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the CFL. n Nygel
Rogers, Bishopville, SC, accepted a position with the Florence Phantoms as cornerback. n Michael Metcalf, Charlotte,
accepted a position with the pit crew at
Evernham Motorsports.
n

’05

Events Include

Richie
Williams,
Camden, SC, joined
the Canadian Football
League’s Hamilton
Tiger-Cats in May.
With a severe ankle
Richie Williams
injury, quarterback
’05, member of
Williams came off the
the 2005 NCAA
bench in the second
Division I-AA
half against University
national champiof Northern Iowa to
onship team.
lead Appalachian to
its first-ever national championship. n
Elizabeth Hardin and Kurt Woodlief
’02, Charlotte, were married Nov. 12,
2005. n Jennifer (Moretz) Bailey and
Chad Bailey ’03, Hickory, were married
Oct. 15, 2005. n Lindley Ashline,
Alexandria, VA, accepted a position at
Missile Defense Agency in Washington,
DC, as technical writer. n Brandon
McLeod, Belmont, accepted a position
at Bank of America in Charlotte as
technical analyst - network services. n
Anna Hunt and C. Kevin Eller ’04,
Deep Gap, were married Dec. 17,
2005. n Sandra (Runne) Darling and
Michael Darling, Weaverville, were
married Jan. 8. n Shannon Meadows,
Hendersonville, accepted a position as
an account representative at DHL in
Charlotte. n Theresa Alston-Williams,
accepted a position at St. Lukes Hospital
in Cedar Rapids, IA, as quality analyst.
Rachel Stockburger and Michael
Boerner ’04, Raleigh, were married May
20. n Katherine Kunkle and Shawn
Stinson, Charlotte, were married May
20. n Darby Saddler and Brett Bowers,
Raleigh, were married Aug. 13, 2005.
n Amanda Randolph, Burnsville, has
been named an admissions counselor
with Mars Hill. n Jonathan Lewellyn,
Summerville, SC, has been hired as
the new athletic director for the
Summerville YMCA.

’06

n

Jason
Hunter,
Fayetteville, signed a
free-agent contract
with the Green Bay
Packers in April following the NationJason Hunter
al Football League
’06, member of Draft. The defensive
the 2005 NCAA end produced two of
Division I-AA
the most memorable
national champi- plays in Mountaineer
onship team.
history, including the
touchdown he scored after returning a
fumble during the championship game.
n Sarah Henderson, Kannapolis, accepted a position at Wachovia in Charlotte as a server system administrator
associate.
n



Spirit Under the Stars



Appalachian Friends Breakfast



Homecoming Parade



Tailgate at the Rock



Alumni Gatherings



Football Game



Mountaineer Dance Party

For a complete schedule of events, visit

www.homecoming.appstate.edu or call the

McKinney Alumni Center toll-free at 866.756.2586

Appalachian State University

Homecoming 2006

Alumni Travel Tours...
Join the Appalachian Family as we travel around the world.

Don’t miss out on the best Appalachian
Homecoming yet, September 29-30!



APPsolutely
Adorable...

Share your special moments
with the Appalachian Family
by using online class notes,
another great feature of the
Gold Book, our alumni online
community. Visit the Gold
Book today!

Alumni and friends visit Florence, Italy in June. For more
information on next year’s Russian River Cruise, contact the
Appalachian Alumni Association at 866.756.2586 or visit

www.alumni.appstate.edu

Family Day
n

September 16, 2006
Reasons to spend a day with your child...
• Meet faculty and university representatives
• Cheer together at ASU-Mars Hill football game
• Have more fun, both on and o campus
Plus, the Parents Association Co ee, Carol Grotnes Belk
Library and Information Commons - Third Floor, 9:30-11 a.m.
Visit www.parents.appstate.edu for a full list of activities.

Parents Association Advisory Board
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Boone, North Carolina 28608-2014

